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TRIAL 

OF 

WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE lltb, 1794. 



sixth day of the reply, 
(mb. burke.) 

MV LORDS, 

"VTOUR Lordships will recollect that we closed 

^ the last day of your proceeding in this 

trial, at a most interesting part of our Charge, 

or rather of our observations upon that Charge. 

We closed at that awful moment when we found 

the first women of Oude, pillaged of all their 

landed and of all their monied property, in ^hort 

of all they possessed. We closed by reciting to 

you the false pretence on which this pillage was 

defended, namely, that it was the work of the 

Nabob. Now we had before proved to you, 

o^ from evidence adduced by the Prisoner himself, 

\ that this Nabob was a mere tool in his hands ; 

^* and therefore if this pretence be true, it aggra- 

^ vates his guilt ; for surely the forcing a son ta 

^ Vol. XVI. B violate 
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2 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

violate the property of his mother must every 
where be considered a crime most portentous 
and enormous. At this point we closed; and 
afler the detail which has been given you al- 
ready, of these horrible and iniquitous proceed- 
ings, some apology may perhaps be necessary 
for Entering again into the refbtatioti af this 
iniquitous pretence. 

My honourable Fellow-mariager who preceded 
me in this business^ did, in his remarks upon 
the inference drawn by the Prisoner's Counsel 
from the seizure of the Begum's treasures by 
the Nabob, as evidence of their guilt, as he 
ought to do — he treated it with proper contempt. 
Jl consider it indeed to be as little an evidence 
pf th^i^ guilt as he does^ apd w little a defence 
pf ^hctt feizur^ as he does^ But { consider ^ 
Ux oaother ftnd iq a new light^ pamely, as s^ 
b^avy aggravation of the Pri^Koner's crimes^ aq^ 
$fi a matter that will let you into the whol^ 
fpiiit pf bijs governineot $ and I warn your Lord^ 
Ci^ips against b^ng imppsed on by evasions, of 
which if it were possible for you tp be th^ 
4upea, you would b^ unfit to be judges of the 
9Qaallest matters in the world, civil or criminid. 

The first observation which I shall b^ leav^ 
t« make to your Lordships, is this, that tb# 
whole of the proceedings from beginning tp end 
hns been a inystery of iniquity, and that in up 

part 
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]^9Xt of them have thp orders pf tb^ Compftoy 
1}^Q rjeg^rdied ; but on the contrary the whole 
has been carried on in a secret and clandestine 
ipanner. 

It is Beces9^ry that your Lordsl^ips should be 
.licquainted yith tb^ manner in which the cor- 
respondence of the Company's servants ought 
to be c^ried 09 and their proceedings regu- 
Ja^ed } Your lordships, therefore, will please to 
hear ready the orders given concerning corre* 
Qpondence of every kind with the Country Powers. 
You will f emember the period when these orders 
were issued* namely, the period at which the 
Act passed for the better direction of the sei^ 
vant? pf the Company, By this Act Mr. Has- 
tings wad appointed to be Govemour General, 
4nd the Cp^rt of Directors wa« required by that 
Act, |to prepare orders fmd instructions, which 
Mr. Hidings was required, by the same Act, to 
ppmply with. You will see what these instruc- 
jtions and orders were, and in what manner he 
has complied with them. 

£xtrjact of general instructions t(> the Go* 
vernour General and Council, ii9th of March 
1774 : — •* We direct that you assemblis in Council 
*' twice every w^eek, and that all the Members 
^* Jbe duly summoned ; that the correspondence 
" with the Princes or Country Powers in India, 
^ be ca^'ried on by the Govemour General ooly^ 

B 2 " but 



Digitized by 



Google 



4 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

" but that all letters sent by him be first ap- 
" proved in Council, and that he lay before the 
*♦ Council, at their nexl'^ meeting, all letters 
** received by him in the course of such corre- 
•* spondence, for their information. We like- 
" wise direct, that a copy of such parts of the 
*• country correspondence, be communicated to 
*• our Board of Trade, (to be constituted as 
" hereinafter mentioned), as may any ways 
** relate to the business of their department.*' 

You will observe, my Lords, two important 
circumstances in these instructions. First, that 
after the Board had regularly met, the Persian 
correspondence, kept by the Govemour only, 
was to be communicated to the Council ; and 
secondly, that he should write no answer to any 
part of the business until he had previously con- 
sulted the Council upon it. Here is the law of 
the land ; an order given in pursuance of an 
Act of Parliament. Your Lordships will consider 
how Mr. Hastings comported himself with regard 
to those orders : for we charge it as a substantive 
crime, independent of the criminal presumptions 
arising from it, that he violated an Act of Par- 
liament, which imposed direct instructions upon 
him, as to the manner in which he was to cqpduct 
all matters of business with the Native Powers. 

My Lords, we contend strongly that all the 
positive rules and injunctions of the law, though 

they 
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OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. D 

they are merely positive and do not contain any 
thing but noere matters of regulation, shall be 
strictly observed. The reason is this^ and a 
serious reason it is: — official tyranny and oppres* 
don, corruption, peculation, and bribery, are 
crimes so secret in their nature, that we can 
hardly ever get to the proof of them, without 
the assistance of rules, orders and regulations of 
a positive nature, intended to prevent the per- 
petration of these crimes, and to detect the 
offender in case the crimes should be actually 
perpetrated. You ought therefore to presume, 
that, whenever such rules or laws are broken, 
these crimes are intended to be committed ; for 
you have no means of security against the com- 
mission of secret crimes, but by enforcing positive 
laws, the breach of which must be always plain, 
open, and direct. Such, for instance, is the 
spirit of the laws, that although you cannot 
dh-ectly prove bribery or smuggling in a hundred 
cases where they have been committed; you 
can prove whether the proper documents, proper 
cockets, proper entries in regular offices have 
been observed and performed, or not. By these 
means you lock the door against bribery ; you 
lock the door against corruption, against smug* 
gling, and contraband trade j but how, by falling 
upon and attacking the offence ? No^ by falling 
upon and attacking the breach of the regnlation. 

b3 You 
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6 S^EfebH IN TtfE IMPBACiiMEilT 

You prove that the man broke the regulation, 
ahd as he could have no other motive or interest 
in breaking it, you t)resume that he broke it 
fraudulently, and you punish thel man hot fot 
the crime the regulation was meant to pi'event, 
but you puhish him for the breach of the regu- 
lation itself 

Next to the breach of these positive instfttc- 
tions, your Lordihips will attend to the con- 
sequent concealment and mystery by which it 
was accompanied. All government must, to 
preserve its authority, be Sihcere in its decla- 
rations, and authentick in its acts. Whenever 
in any matter of policy there is a mystery, you 
must presume a fraud ; whenever in any Matter 
of money there is cohcealment, you must pre- 
sume misconduct; you must therefore qffix your 
punishment to the breach of the rule; otherwise 
the conviction of publick delinquents would be 
unattainable. 

I have therefore put before you that rule 
which he has violated; and we the Commons 
call upon your Lordships to enforce that rule, 
and to avenge the breach of it. You have seen 
the consequences of breaking the rule ; and we 
have charged and do charge it as a heavy aggra- 
vation of those consequences ; that instead of 
consulting the Council, instead of laying the 
whole correspondence before them, instead of 

consulting 
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Of WAftRSVI HAVriNOS, fi«^ - 7 

eMMlting thefi) upon bis at)swier», he went him^ 
^df op tttto the country, took His MajMty't 
Chief Justice along with him, and made that 
peiUM the instrum^t of those wrongs^ vioietu^ 
robberies, and concealments, which we ealt 
tf^oii your Lordships to punish. 

My Lords, an extraordinary drcum$tanc4 
tecurred in ihe course of our proceedingSi in 
another place^ which I must state to shew yoa 
in what a horrible manner your laws have been 
trampled upon and despised. None of the pro-» 
eieedings which have been last stated to your 
Lordships, respecting the seizure of the treasures 
of the Begums, appear upon any publick record 
whatever^ From the manner in whicli they 
eame to our knowledge, your Lordships will 
perceive what must have been the Prisoner's 
owti opitnon of the horrible nature of pro^ 
ceedhigsi which be thought so necessary to bis 
concealed* 

Whilst we were inquiring into the violences 
committed against the Begums, in breach of the 
treaty entered into with them, there came into 
my hands an anonymous letter, coAtaining a 
ftill account of ali the tAatti^r which has lately 
been sflated to yoil. It came anonymously; and 
I did not know from what quarter it came. I do 
fiot even know with certainty at this hour. I say^ 
BOt With certainty, for I can only .(6rm a 

B 4 conjecture. 
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8 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

conjecture. This anonymous communicatioil 
enabled us to produce all the correspondence 
with Mr. Middleton rejecting the cruelties 
exercised towards the Begums and their eunuchs» 
in order to extort money« We found the names 
of Major Gilpin and several other persons in 
these letters* We also found in them a strong 
fox smell of a Sir Elijah Impey, that his brush 
and crime had left behind him ; we traced him 
by that scent; and as we proceeded we dis- 
covered the footsteps of as many of the wolves 
as Mn Hastings thought proper to leave there. 
We sent for and examined Mr. Middleton^ and 
Major Gilpin produced his correspondence. 
When we applied to Mr. Middleton, we found 
that all this part of his correspondence had been 
torn out of his book. But having come at it by 
means of our anonymous communication we 
subsequently proved and established it, in the 
manner we have done, before your Lordships. 
Here then you have important matter which this 
anonymous letter has brought to light ; and 
otherwise the whole of this correspondence so 
essential to the interests and justice of Great 
Britain would have been concealed by this 
wicked man. Thus I say, his violation of a 
positive law would have remained undiscovered, 
if mere accident had not enabled us to trace 
this iniquity to its source. Therefore I begin 

our 
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Of WAaUEK H4STIN989 ESQ* 9 

etir proceedings this day, by stating to your 
Lordships this fact» and by calling upon your 
justice to punish him for this violation of the 
laws of his country. 

We have told you who the instruments were^ 
by which all this wickedness was committed^ 
Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnson, persons who 
were sent as ambassadors to represent the in* 
terests of the Company at the court of an 
independent Prince. Over this Prince they 
usurped an absolute power, they even made use 
of British officers in his own service, and re- 
ceiving his pay, to enslave his person, and to 
force him to rob his kindred. These agents 
were aided by an English Chief Justice, sent 
under the authority of an Act of Parliament to 
represent the Sovereign Majesty of English 
justice; and to be a restraint upon the mis* 
conduct of the Company's servants. These are 
the instruments with which this man works. 
We have shewn you his system ; we have shewn 
you his instruments j we will now proceed with 
the examination of the pretences upon which 
this horrid and nefarious act is attempted to be 
justified. We have not entered into this exami- 
nation for the sake of refuting things that want 
Qo refutation, but for the purpose of shewing 
you the spirit of the whole proceeding, an4 
piaking it appear to your Lordships^ as I trust 

it 
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it WQI {t|)peai', that the ivicked act Aem tb«rd i§ 
Mt half to bad as the Wieked delbdce mad4 
htfe. 

The first part of Sir Elijah ItApey^B coAttAs^ 
s!oH, as youi* Lordships ^ill i^etnemberi was to 
s^ise Upon the BegUm^ treasures. He had like* 
i^is6 another budget of instructions, which haft 
been discovered in the trunks of which youi* 
Lordships have heard, — sectet instructions to 
be given by hita to Mr. Middleton, for the fur- 
therance of this business. And that his office 
of Chief Justice should not lie dormant, he was 
feommissioned to seek ,fbr affidavits, or written 
testimony from any persohSj for the purpose of 
convicting these Women of A design of Atro- 
ciously revolting against their sott, and deposing 
hiitt from the government, with a view of get- 
ting rid of the English inhabitants. This was 
the accusation ;-^and the evidence to support 
It Sir Elijah Impey was sent to collect. 

My Lords, I ihUst here observe to your Lord- 
ships, that there is no act of violence which, 
merely as ah act of violence, may not in soWe 
sort be borne ; because an act of violence in- 
fers no principle j it infers nothing but a mo- 
mentary impulse of a bad mind, proceeding, 
without law or justice, to the execution of Ittt 
object. For at the same time that it pays no 
regard to law, it does not debauch it i it does 

not 
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dot Wrest it to its purposes. The kw di*re- 
gztdidi still exists } ind hop^ still eXiSti in the 
Suflferei*^ Ihati Vrhert kw Shkll be i-esdrted to^ vitJ- 
lence will ceaie, and wrongs will bts tedresied ; 
but whehfever the kw itself is debauched, and 
enters ihto a cornipt coalition With violence, 
hibbery^ dnd wrong, then all hope is gone; 
and then it is rtot only private persons that 
Suffer, but the law itself when so (Corrupted is 
t>tteh perverted into the worst instrument of 
fraud and violence. It then becbmes most 
odious to niankind, and an infinite aggravation 
of every injury they suffer. 

We have therefore in our Charge strongly 
reprobated Sir Elijah Impey*s going to take 
Such affidavits— Oh, but they say a judge ttiay 
take an affidavit, in his chamber privately, and 
he may take an affidavit, though not exactly irt 
the place of his jurisdiction, to authenticate a 
bond, or the like. We are not to be cheated by 
words. It is not dirty shreds of worn out parch- 
ments, the sweepings of Westminster Hall, that 
shall serve us in place of that justice upon which 
the world stands. Affidavits } We knOW that in 
the language of our courts, affidavits do not 
signify a body of evidence to sustain a criminal 
charge, but are generally relative to matter in 
process collateral to the charge, which, ndi 
cofning before the jury, are made known to 
the judge by way of affidavit. 

But 
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12 * SPEECH IN TH£ IMPSACUMEKT 

But was it ever heard, or will it be bome» 
that a person exercising a judicial office under 
His Majesty should walk beyond the sphere of 
his jurisdiction? That he should desert the sta- 
tion in which he was placed for the protection 
of the natives, and should march to such a 
place as Lucknow in order to take depositions 
for criminating persons in that country, without 
so much as letting these poor victims know one 
article in the depositions so taken ? These de- 
positions, my Lords, were made to criminate ; 
they were meant to justify a forfeiture; and are , 
not in the nature of those voluntary affidavits 
which, whether made within jurisdiction or 
without, whether made publicly or privately, 
signify comparatively nothing to the cause. I 
do not mean to say, that any process of any 
court has not its weight when the matter is 
within it in the ordinary course of proceedings^ 
it is the extraordinary course, the extrajudicial 
conduct which divests it of that just weight it 
otherwise would have. 

This Chief Justice go^s to Lucknow, where 
he holds his court» such as it was. He is ready 
to authenticate any process, by the signature of 
The English Chief Justice, in a court which he 
holds by night; in a, court which he holds in 
darkness and secrecy. . He holds his court in 
Fyzabad: he holds it unknown to the Nabob of 
Oude, in his own capital, and without giving him 

ther 
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OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 18 

the least knowledge of or any notice of what he 
was proceeding to do. He holds it at the 
lodgings of Colonel Morgan, a pensioner of the 
Nabob, and the person assisting him is Mr. Mid- 
dleton, who is likewise, as we have proved to 
you, one of the Nabob's pensioners, a monopo- 
lizer of trade in the' country, and a person whd 
received much the major part of his emoluments 
from the Nabob's hands. 

In that clandestine manner, in the Nabob's 
own house, in his own capital city, in the lodging 
of his dependent and pensioner Colonel Morgan, 
with no other witness that we know of, than 
Mr. Middleton, was this iniquitous, dark pro* 
cedure held, to criminate the mother of the 
Nabob. We here see a scene of dark mysterious 
contrivance; let us now see what is brought out 
in the face of open day. The attestations them- 
selves, which you have seen on the record before 
you. They were brought out; where? there? 
No ; they were brought out in another place ; 
they were brought out at Calcutta; but were 
liever communicated to the Nabob. He never 
knew any thing of the matter. Let us now see 
what those attestations were: your Lordships 
will bear in mind that I do not advert to this 
thing, which they bring as evidence, in the way 
of imputation of its being weak, improper, and 
insufficient evidence, but as an incontrovertible 

proof 
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^fogf ipf crimes* apd qf a ^y8t^^la44ck design t« 
fijifn };he accused p^rty, by force th^re and by 
chicwf }^fe; these are tbe prki^ipies upon 
^iplj J 41B going tx> ti^lk to you upon this 
^bpqdin^Ie jsubject i of whicbi J^ am sorry to say» 
I have na word^ i^uffipieni; tp express my horrpur. 
J^o word? can wprei?? it; nor can any thing hnit 
the severity of your Lprdsbips judgments fii)d 
an adequate expression of it. It is not to b^ 
expressed |p words, but in punishment. 

Haviqg stated before whom the evidence col- 
lected in th^ body of affidavits was taken* J shall 
nov st^te who the persons Wi^re that gave it } 
Jthey vere thpse very persons who were guilty of 
robbjj)g ^ua4 ruining the whole country : yes, my 
lyords* the yery persons who had been accused 
qf this in the mass* by Mr, Hastings himselfl 
They wpre nothing l<ess than, the whole body of 
^hose £)nglish (^cers* who w^re usurping the 
o^cfi of farmers general, and other lucrative 
pffiqes in the Nabob's government* and whose 
{)jiUage and pieculations had raised a revolt of 
the whole kingdom against themselves. These 
per^ns are here brought in a mass to clear th^Or 
pelves of this chs^rge* by criminating other per- 
sons* and clandestinely imputing to them the 
eiect of their own iniquity. 

But supposing these witnesses to be good for 
.anythii^f supposing it fit that the least attentim 
^ should 
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|(bcHi}4 ^ f»i4 th^mJ the w*tter of tl3ueif feestit- 
fnoBy iB^y v^ pogpibly be ^rpe vrjtljoat pripjl- 
A^iqg the Beguo) ; it crimiQ^tes. S494it AU 
KhaDj the hrother of the Nahoh; the word 
JP^lim i^ B^v^r mentioned in the criinin.4ti09 
4>pjt in ponjunptipn with his, sx^ much the 
greater \»rt of it edmmtttes the N^bob him^Jlll^ 
Noir, pay LoFjcJs, I will 9ay, that the matter j^ 
these a^davitfl, forgetting who the deponenti^ 
wero, may possibly he true, <is far a9 fesp^ctp 
Saadit AU Khan ; but that it is utterly ^s impro- 
{HtbLe, whM^h is the main point and tb# stresf of 
the thing, with respect to the Begums, a^ it i* 
impos$iWe with respect tp the Nabob. Tbat 
^dit AH, being a military man, a man ^mhir 
liOMS and aspiring to grpatnesai, should iake 
i^vanitage of the abi^s q{ tW English gov^nr 
meBl ao4 0f the diisoontent of the icouiKtry, that 
he ^h^uld I say rai^e a revolt agai^^t his brother^ 
» very p^siibl^ ; hut it iB scarcely within pos6i<» 
hi^ity^ that ihe mother f>f the 'Nabob should have 
jpwed with the ill^timate son against her le^i^ 
timate $on« I caa only say that in human afairs, 
ti>ere is tibie possibility of truth in tWm* It i$ 
possible she jought wish to depose her iegitimato 
son, h^ only l^itiamte son, and to depose him 
for tlm sajke of a bastard jBon of her husband's^ 
to ^^alt him ^ tJm espence of the former, and 
to exalt of course the mother of thait bastard. 

at 
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16 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

at her own expence, and to her own wi'Ong'. 
But I say, that this, though possible, is grossly 
improbable* The reason why the Begum is im- 
plic£ited in this charge with Saadit Ali, by the 
affidavits, cannot escape your notice^ Their 
own acquittal might be the only object of the 
deponents, in their crimination of the latter : 
but the treasures of the former were the objects 
of their employers, and these treasures could 
not be come at but by the destruction of the 
Begums. 

But, my Lords, there are other affidavits, or 
whatever your Lordships may call them, that 
go much further* In order to give a colour to 
the accusation, and make it less improbable, 
they say, that the Nabob himself was at the 
bottom of it ; and that he joined with his bro* 
ther and his mother to extirpate out of his domi* 
nions that horrible grievance, the English bri- 
gade officers J — those English officers who were 
the farmers general, and who, as we have proved 
by Mn Hastings's own evidence, had ruined 
the country. Nothing is more natural, than 
that a man, sensible of his duty to himself and 
his subjects, should form a scheme to get rid 
of a band of robbers, that were destroying his 
country, and degrading and ruining his family* 
Thus, you see, a family compact naturally ac* 
counted for. The Nabob at the head <^ it; 

his 
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07 WARBBN HASTIKOS, £8Q^ 1? 

Im mother joining her own son, and a natural 
l>rother joining in the general interests of the 
iamily. This is a possible case. But is this the 
case pressed by them ? No, they pass slightly 
over the legitimate son. They scarcely touch 
upon Saadit All Khan ; they sink the only two 
persons that could give probability or possibility 
to this business, and endeavour to throw the 
whole design upon these two unfortunate 
women. 

Your Lordships see the wickedness and base- 
ness of the contrivance. They first, in order to 
keep the whole family in terrour, accuse the 
whole family ; then having possessed themselves 
of the treasures of the Begums upon anotlier 
pretence, they endeavour to fix upon them that 
improbable guilt which they had with some 
degree of probability charged upon the whole 
fiunily, as a farther justification of that spolia*- 
tion. Your Lordships will see what an insult is 
offered to the Peers of Great Britain, in pro* 
ducing before you, by way of defence, such 
gross, scandalous, and fraudulent proceedings. 

Who the first set of witnesses were, which 
they produced before their knight errant Chief 
Justice Sir Elijah Impey, who wandered in 
search of a law adventure^ I have laid open to 
your Lordships. You have now had an account 
of the scandalous manufacture of that batch of 

Vol. XVL C affidavits 
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idBdavits which was in the budget of SSor Elijah 
Impey; that P^ndora^s box which I have «^ene^ 
and out of which has issued eveiry Kind jof eviL 
This Chief Justice went up there with the death 
warrant of the Begums', treasurest and, for aught 
he knew» the death warrant of thehr {tersona 
At the sl^ne time that lie took these affidavits^ 
lie became himself a witness hi this biffiiness i 
jbe appears as a witness; How? Did heknov 
any one circumstance of the rebellion ? No, be 
<}oes hot even' pretend to do so. But, says he, 
in my travels 1 was obliged tx> avoid Fyzabad^ 
upon account of the suspected rebellion, therew 
Another Chief Justice would^ have gone fifiy 
miles about to avoid Lucknow, for every body 
knows that Ludknow was the focus a^ centra 
t>f extortion^ corruption, and peculation; and 
that a worse air for the lungs of a Chief Justice 
«ould Hot be found in the world* If his lungs 
wanted the benefit of pure air, he would even 
have put himself in the focus of a rebdlion, to 
have kept at a distance from the smell of carrion 
and putrid corruption of every kind that was ai^ 
Lucknow. 

A Chief Justice may go. to a place where a 
rebellion is raging, he may die a martyr to his 
honour. But a Chief Justice who puts himself 
faito the focus of peculation^ into the focus o^ 
bribery, into the focus of every thing that is 
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base and carropt; whit eaii W6 expect froia 
kim bot thftt he ^mll be^eogaged in clandestiiiei 
jobs there! The fbrmer migfet kill Sir Etijahr 
Impeyy tbe kmght errant^ bun the Chief Justice 
would remain pure and entire ; whereas Sir 
fi3ijah Impey has escaf^ from Luekno^, and 
tbe Chief Justice is left by Mn Hastings to shift 
for himself. 

' Afler mentioning this violation ^f the laws of 
hospitsftit^r by Sir Elijah Impey, I would ask, 
was aiiy notice given by him, or by any of 
Mn HastiBgs's agents/ to the Nabob, who was 
so immediately interested in this matter? Was 
sny notice given. to the Begums> that any such 
efaai^ge was entertained aigainst th^m ? Not a 
word. Was it notified to* the eunuchs? Was 
it to Sasdit All Khan i Not a word y ttiysy wer^ 
all withki' tiieir powder. The eunuchs were a 
year in icons, and they were subjected td the 
want of food and water, for a part of that year. 
They were dragged from fy^bad to Lucknow^ 
ind from Lucknow to Byssabad. During all 
that time, was there a word mentioned to them 
by any oive person on the part of Mr. Hastings, 
ftat they were accused of this matter? Not 
a word. 

We now submit to your Lordships vindictive 
justice and condemnation this recriminatory de- 
fince, iri which every principle of justice hast 
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|>eeq violated ; and oow I will ask your Lord- 
ships, whether you would have suffered such 
^ procedure in the case of the Prisouer at your 
bar ? It was asked by a person of great authority 
in this House» when we were going to produce 
pertain evidence against Mr. Hastings, (we do 
pot say whether we offered to produce it properly 
or improperly, that is another matter) we were 
asked» I say, whether our intentionsof producing 
^at evidence had been communicated to Mn 
Hastings ? Had he had an opportunity of cross^ 
examining the witnesses who had given that 
evidence ? No ; he added, that evidence nlust 
be rejected. Now I say to your Lordships^ 
upon the same ground^ deal with the Begums as 
you dealt with Mr. Hastings. Do not keep two 
weights and measures for diflferent persons in the 
same cause. You would not suffer such Evidence 
to be produced against him ; you will not as-' 
suredly suffer such evidence to be produced to 
you in his favour and against them« 

My Lords, the cause between this man and 
these unfortunate women is at last come into 
Westminster Halh The cause is come to a so^ 
lem.n trial : and we demand other witnesses and 
other kinds of proof than what these affidavitt 
furnishi My Lordsi the persons who have been 
exammed here are almost all of thenl the sime 
persons who made these affidavits ; but there lA 
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this' material difference in their evidence. At 
your Lordships bar they sunk all those parts ti£ 
their former evidence which criminated the 
Nabob and Saadit Ali, and confined their testi- 
mony wholly to what related to the Begums. 
We were obliged, by a cross examination, to 
squeeze out of them the disiavowal of what they 
had deposed on the former occasion. The 
whole of their evidence we leave to the judg- 
ment of your Lordships, with these' summary 
remarks, — first, that they are the persons who 
were to profit by their own wrong : they are the 
persons who had seven months arrears paid to 
them out of the money of these unfortunate 
ladies : they are the persons who, to justify the 
revolt ^hich they had caused in the countrjf^ 
by their robbery, charge their own guilt upon 
others. The credibility of their evidence is 
therefore gone ; biit, if it were not afiected by 
these circumstances, Mn Hastings has put an 
end to it by telling you, that there is not one of 
them who is to be credited upon his oath ; no, 
not in a court martial ; and can it therefore be 
expected, that in a case of peculation, they will 
do otherwise than acquit the party accused? 
He has himself h&A before you the horrible 
state of the whole service ; your Lordships have 
it fresh in your memories, and ringing in your 
earis. Yotl have also heard from witnesses 
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brought by Mr. Hastings himself^ that these 
soldieif committed misdemeanours of the Tery 
same kind with thoise which we have stated. 
They ought not therefwe to be listened to for 
a moment ; and we aver that it is an aggravation 
of the : Prisoner's crimes, that he has brought 
the inBtrumenb of his guilt, die persons irf* whom 
he has complained as having ruined and de^ 
stroyed that country, and whom he had engaged 
at the Nabob^d desire, in the treaty of Chiinar^ 
to send out pf the country, as being a nuisance 
in it; to bring, I say, these people here, to 
criitainate, at m distance of nine thousand miies^ 
these unfortunate women, where they have 
neitbar attorney or agent who can from local 
knowledge crossi^xamine th<»n. He has the 
audacity to bring these people here^; and iii 
what mwner they comport themselves when 
thjejr come here, your Lordship$ hntre seen. 

There is oqe of them whom we canbot pass 
l^Yi that isi Captaite Gordon* The other wit^ 
pesses, who appeared here as evid^ces to crL- 
minate the Begums, did it by rumours^and heart- 
says. They had heard some person say that 
the Begums, hfid encouraged rebellion^ always 
coupling them witbSaaditi Ali Khan, and someb- 
timds with. the Nabob/ because there mijght 
have been some probability for th^ir charge ib 
the trahsactioiJs with Saadit All Khan, wtuch^ 
. . i 5 ^ though 
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Ibough inlkpomble with "r^rd to the BeguMit, 
^^y thought would imi^icate him in his designs. 
Bot Oaptain Gordon is td give a different ac- 
count of the proceedingti; 
<. Captain Gordon was one of Colonel Hannay^ 
undernfarmers-^he was hunted out of the 
countty^ itnd) as one of the Beguhls says, pur- 
sued by a thousand of the Zemindars, ^ robbing 
^e Whole country. This wotnaui through re- 
spect to the British name, that name which 
guariEinteed her possessions to h^, received this 
Captain Gordoi) and Captain Williams with every 
aiark of kindness, hospitdity, and protection, that 
tould b6 given thenh She conveys them from the 
borders to the city.of Fyzabad, and from Fyza- 
imdy i^r <:apltal| supposed to be the nest (^her 
rebellion^ on to their place of destination. They 
botii-writ6 her letters fuU of expressions of 
gi^titudeand kindness for the services that they 
had received. They then piM on to LiicknoW 
to Sir Elijah Impey, and there they sink every 
Word of kihdness-^f any service or protection 
that ttiey had received; — or of any luJcnow- 
ledgment that they had ever made of it. They 
sink all thls^ not oile word of it appears in 
their affidavits. 

Hew then did We c6me to the knowlec^e of 
itr We -got it from l^ajor Gilpih, who was 
exaroined in the course of these proceeding' 
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and we used it in our Charge, from the papers 
that we hold in our hands. Mr. Hastings has 
confessed the fact, and Mr. Middleton has en- 
deavoured to slur it over, but could not com- 
pletely conceal it. We have established the fact, 
and it is in evidence before your Lordships. 
. You have now then, in this manner, got these 
testimonials given by English oncers in favour 
.of these women ; and by the same means th^ 
Jletters of the latter accusing the former are 
come to your hands} and now these same English 
Officers come here with their recriminatory 
accusation. Now, why did they not make it at 
Lucknow? Why did not Mr. Hastings, when 
Mr. Middleton had such papers for him in his 
hands, why, I ask, did not Mr. Hastings pro* 
^ur^ some explanation of the circumstances 
whilst he was in India? I will read your Lord- 
ships the letter^ that you may not only knowj 
but feel the iniquity of this business. 

Letter from the Mother of the Vizier to 
Mr. Hastings, received the 6th of January 
178«. 

, /* Our situation is pretty well, and your good 
'^ health is constantly prayed for. I had sent 
^' Behar Ali |Chan to you« Accordingly people 
<< invented a falsehood^ that Behar Ali Khaoi 
'' was gone to get the deputyship of the Soubah ^ 

and 
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^^ and mine persons here were saying, wfaer^ 
** fore has she sent Behar Ali Khan to Calcutta 
^^ to the Nawab Amaud ul Dowlah? We wiU 
^ never permit the affidr to succeed: andac^ 
'' cordingly it has so happened. For they say, 
^^ that you also have not put your seal to the 
'* treaty: and the people here say, why does 
** the noble lady correspond with the £nglish 
<< gentlemen ? On this account, I did not send 
** a letter at the time when you came this way^ 
** Now the state of affairs here is thus ; — On 
<* the ^th Zehedja, Azoph ul Dowlah Behadun 
<^ without my knowledge, sent his own aumils 
^' into my jaghire. I accordingly wrote several 
'* times to Mr, Middleton on this business ; that 
<< his seal was to the treaty and writing of dis^ 
'* charge; Why did he not negotiate in my 
«< favour? Mr. Middleton replied, the Nawab 
<< is the master. I wrote frequently, but with^^ 
** out effect. Being helpless, I represent to 
'* you the state of my affiurs, that notwithstaad* 
<^ ing the existence of this treaty, I have been 
^* treated in this manner. It is useless for me 
*' to st^y here. Whatever is, is a compact; 
f' whenever any one deviates from his compact^ 
<< he meets wiUi no credit for the future} a^d 
^* the light of mine eyes, Asoph ul Dowlah, 
^^ wrote to me, that he had sent his own aumila 
** into my jsjghires, and would pay ready mor^jfi 
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-^ from Ws treasury. Refled; on my security 
*' for lus adhering to his future engagemenfsit 
^* from the consideratioii of his conduct under 
^ his past promises. I do not agree to hts 
*^ ready itaoney. Let me hietve my ja^dre it's 
*« formerly; bthei^ise, leisiving this f^laCe^ I will 
^^ wait oh you at Benares, and thence wiU' go 
^ towards Shah Jehan Abad, because be h^'s 
^' not adhered to his engagement. • Send lettere 
^^ to A^o^h Ul Dbwifth and to Mrv Middteto^ 
^ and Hussiin R^sa Khan and Hyd«r ^^ 
^ Khan, not to kiolest the Begum^B jaghi^e ; 
** and to let them f eifiain as fblmerly with th6 
'* Beguta^s auQiils. And it is hei*e suspected of 
** m^, that my aumif phmdered the^ property 
^ of Mlf . Jbhh^Gbrdon; The cMe is tWsi 
«* Mi". J^>h^ Gdrddh arHted at Tbnda^ b jaghii^g 
«^ of mhie, fighting with the 2^n)^indarf dlT 
«< Akb^itKHir^ 4^1ch bdMg^ tc^ the Khaktb: 
*»■ Accord&glyi Mr. John Gordon having com^ 
♦* to Tanda, my aumil performed whatever 4pU 
^' pertained to his dtity. Afterwards Mr. Johh 
^ Gordon Wrote? to me to send my people, thalt 
« he mi^t coine with them to Fyxabad; I sent 
^ people accbrdingly to bring Mr. Joim Oor- 
^ don ; and the sfcid gentleman br^ived here iri 
^ complete safety : and Mr. John Gordon ii 
** now pfes6nt Ask him yourself of thesis 
H matt^. Mr. John- Gotdon will rep^^eeenC 
t ** matters 
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^ mstters in detail : tiie trbth will thed become 
'' known^ how ill founded f2ie calumny is; 
^ Should you come here for a few days lit will 
'* be very well» and if not, I will wait on you ; 
** and yonr coming here is very necessary, tliat 
^ all my afiairs may become arranged. And 
^ sehd a speedy answer to my letters, and a let<) 
^ ter to Azpph ul Dowlah, and Mr. Middletoi^ 
^' and Hussein Reza Khan, and Hyder Beg 
^ Khan, on the subject of ceasing to molest 
f * my jagfaires ; and send me constantly new* 
** of your health, for my peace of mind depend^ 
*♦ thereon.'^ 

This letter was transmitted to Mr* Hastings^ 
t desire your Lordships will reiliark upon 
this ' letter, for it is a most important ohd 
indeed. It is hardly wordi observing that 
allrthb correspondence came out of the various 
trunks^ of Which your Lordships haVe already 
heard, and that this letter is out of the trunk 
of Mr. Hastings's private Peridan secretary and 
interpreter Mr. Jonathan Scott Now^ my 
Lords, in this letter there are several tfainga 
worthy of your* Lordships observation. The 
first is, that this woman is not conscious of 
having ever heen accused of any rebellion ; ' the 
only accusation that evielr came to her ears 'was^ 
that Captain Gordon said^ that his baggi^ had 
been rol^bed by one of her^aumils. She'denici 
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the truth of this charge; and she prbducc^ 
testimonials of their good behaviour to him ; and, 
what is the essential point of all, she desires 
Mr. Hastings to apply to thiis Mr. John Gordon, 
and to know from him what truth or falsehood 
there is in that accusation, and what weight 
there is in the attestation she produces. '' Mr. 
Gordon is now present,'' says she, *^ ask him 
yourself of these matters.'' This reasonable 
request was hot complied with. Mr. Gordon 
swears before Sir Elijah Impey, to the robbery; 
but he never mentions the paper he had written^ 
in which he confessed that he owed his life to 
this very lady. No inquiry was made into this 
matter. Cdonel Hannay was then alive; 
Captain Gordon was alive and she refers to him ; 
yet that very man was sworn before Sir Elijah 
Impey, and accuses his prisoner. Did the 
prisoner at your bar make that attestation known 
to the Begums, whose letter at that very timd 
was in his possession in Mr. Scott's trunk — that 
very letter in which he is desired to make the 
inquiry from Captain Gordon ? 

Mr. Hastings is acquainted with tiie £icts 
stated by the Begums and with Captain Gor* 
don's accusation. Did he afterwards inform her 
of this accusation, or did he ask this Captain 
Gordon one question in India, where the matter 
might be ventilated ? Not one word my Lords i 
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iherefore we fix upon him fraud, deceit, and 
the production of false evidence, after the 
woman had desired to have the man, who was the 
evidence against her, examined upon the spot. 
This he does not do, but with much more 
prudence he brings him here. And for what? 
To d&credit his own testimony^ and the writ- 
ten evidence. And how does he discredit them ^ 
— ^there are two of these papers, which I beg 
leave to read to your Lordships. 

Copy of a letter to Jewar and Behar Alt 
Khan, from Mr. Gordon: — **Sirs. My indulgent 
** friends, remain under, &c. &c. kc. After 
^' compliments, I have the pleasure to inforni 
*^yott, that yesterday, having taken leave of 
** you, I passed the night at Noorgunge, and 
^ next morning, about ten or eleven o'clock^ 
*^ through your favour and benevolence, arrived 
'^ safe at Gooudah. Mur Aboo Buhsh Zen^in- 
*' dar and Mur Rustum Ally accompanied 
"me/' * 

" To what extent can I prolong the praised 
** of you my beneficent friends? May the Su- 
" preme Being, for this benign, compassionate, 
'^humane action, have you in his keeping, and 
'> increase your property, and speedily grant me 
^ the pleasure of an interview, until which time 
^^ eofitinue to favour me with friendly letters^ 
^^d obljj^e me by any commands in my powet 
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^\to execute; may youf wishes be ever croMrned 
." with success ! My compliments," &c. &c. &c. 
. Copy erf an address from Mr. Gordon to the 
Begum : — ** Begum Saib of eitalted dignity and 
•* generosity, whom God preserve. After pre- 
^* senting the usual profiefsdions of servitude, &c, 
^* iu the customary manner, my address is pre- 
" sented;*' 

• *^ Your gracious letter, in answer to the peti* 
** tion of your $ervant» £rdm Gooudah, exalted 
** me. From Uie contents, I became unspeak- 
<< ably impressed with the honour it conferred^ 
" May the Almighty protect that royal purity, 
'^ and; bestow happiness, incfeslse of wealth and 
^< prosperity. The welfare of your servant h 
** intirely owingto yoirr favouir lUid beneVoIence; 
V a few days have elapsed since I arrived at 
"^ Gooudabi with the Colonel Saib.*' 
. ^* This is presented for your highnesses infor- 
** mation, I cherish hopes from your generosity, 
'* that considering me in the light of one 6f your 
** servants, always continue to exalt and honour 
1< me with your gracious letters. May the sun 
•« of prosperity continually shine." 

These acknowledgments of the Begum'^ 
friendly disposition and services were concealed; 
when the chaige was made against this wemati at 
Lucknow before Sir £lijah Impey : I wish to inn 
press this upon your Lordships* mind ; and that 
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befefle Mr. Hii»tu9|gs h& ^B^galt in the trunt: of 
Maji^r Scolt, hia pnvgtie ^ers^a interpreter, was 
this, ktter. XM he moke that inquiry <^ Captain 
Gordon^ Na Did he mukethat inquiry of 
Colopel Haimay? Did he taake any inquiry 
iota the mattev afW Im perusal of these letters ; 
or did he. gt¥e this poor woman any opportunity 
of obtahujig justice againrt tbis.CaptaiaGordon, 
who^ after acknowledging that he owed his Hfh 
to her favbuTi calumniates and traduces her to 
her utter destruction? No, he neyer did, and 
tber^om lie is chaisgeahlet and I charge him with 
every thing tiiat is wrongful in Captain Gordon's 
evidence. 

These papers, which carry with them a clear 
Fefutationvof all the charges against the.Begum^ 
amneveronce produced, though Captain Gordon 
was referred to expressly for inquiry, and expla- 
nation of the whole transaction, by the woman 
heffsd£ You hear nothing of them ; there is no 
I4>pearance of them in the affidavits i np such 
papers, wjere laid before the Supreme Council ; 
non^ were transmitted to the Court of Directors: 
hut at last the House of Ccwunons having come 
at the truth o£ this matter, Mr« Hastings, not 
daring to deny the existence of these papers^ 
brings Captain Gordon to be examined here, in 
order to. pnove that papers which he had himself 
written^were false. Jfi this to be tolerated ? Whait 
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will your Lorckhips think of a man that comes to 
uttest his own infamy i to declare that he has 
written papers containing falsehoods, and to 
invalidate the false testimony which he had be* 
fore given ? Is he to be suffered, I say, to come 
here, and endeavour to prove the absolute falsity 
of his own deeds, by his own evidence ? 

The next point for your Lordships' consi-^ 
deration, is the evidence which he produces to 
prove the falsity of a paper written by himselft 
Why, he himself is the sole evidence* And how 
does he prove it? Why, says he, the reason of 
my writing that letter was this^ she had sent a 
person with me as an escort, and this person waa 
desirous of receiving some proof that he had 
done his duty ; and, therefore, I wrote a com^* 
plaisant letter. I meant nothing by it. It was 
written merely to satisfy the mind of the man. 
Now, is that the way in which formal and solemnr 
letters, written upon great occasions to great 
people, are to be explained away? If he had 
said nothing but — your servant— such a one, has 
done his duty,— this explanation might pass« 
But, you see, it has another complexion* It 
speaks of his owing his life to her. But if you 
admit that it is possible, (for possibilities have an 
unknown extent,) that he wrote such a letter at! 
such a time, and ft>r such a purpose ; and that 
the letter he wrote was false, and that the falsity 
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cf the letter is proved by his own testimony^ 
^ven in an affidavit^ which we have also reason 
to believe is false, your Lordships must at the 
same time admit, that it is one of the most com- 
plex pieces of fraud and falsehood that Ibdieye 
ever existed in the world* , But it is worse than 
all this. There is another letter, written some 
days after, which I will read to you, and which 
he has not pretended to say was written only to 
testify that a messenger had. executed hi^ conx- 
mission properly :-r" Your gracious letter,*' (he 
thus writes,) — "in answer to the petition of 
your servant from Gooudah, exalted me« From 
the contents, I became unspeakably impressed 
with the honour it conferred.*' 

My Lords, this letter was not sent back by a 
messenger, in acknowledgment of his ^ having 
done his duty ; but was written in consequence 
of a correspondence in the nature of a petition, 
for something or otha% which he made to the 
Begum. That petitba they have jsuppressed and 
fiunk. It is plaiut however, that the petition: had 
been wnt, and wm granted ; and therefore the 
Apology that is made for the fonner letter doe$ 
Aot apply to this letter, which was written afterf 

Uom Ihsm do they attempt to get rid of this 
dificuUyj Why> says Captain Gordon, '' th^ 
Cokmd Bditf {hf whom was meant Colonel 
. Vol. XVL D Hannay) 
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Hannay) was not at Gooudah, as stated in the 
letter, but at Succara, about eighteen miles 
from it, and therefore you ought not to pay 
much regard to this paper :^' but he does not 
deny the letter, nor was it possible for him to 
deny it. B^e says, Colonel Hannay was not 
there } but how do we know whether Colonel 
Hannay was there or not? We have only his 
own word for it,' — but supposing he was not 
there, and that it was clearly proved that he 
was eighteen miles distant fVom it, Major Naylor 
was certainly with Captain Gordon at the time. 
Might not his Persian scribe (for he does not 
pretend to say he wrote the letter himself) take 
Major Naylor for a colonel (for he was the 
superior officer to Captain Gordon) and think 
him the Colonel Saib ? for errours of that kind 
may be committed in our own country. Every 
day we may take a major for a lieutenant 
colonel. This was an errour that might easily 
have happened in such a case. He was in as 
high rank as Colonel Hannay, for Colonel Han- 
nay at that time was only a major ^ I do ncA be* 
lieve either of them was properly entitled to tiie 
name of Colonel Saib. I am ashamed, my Lord% 
to be obliged to remark upon this prevarication. 
Their own endeavours to get rid of their own 
written acts, by contradictory evidence and false 
constructions, sufficiently clear these women of 
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the crimes of which they were accused ; add I 
may now. ask the Prisoner at your bar, how he 
dares to produce Captain Gordon here ; — how 
he xlares thus to insult the Peers — how he dares 
thus to insult the publick justice of his country ; 
after not having dared to inquire upon the spot, 
of this man to whom he was referred by the Be- 
gums, for an account of this very transaction ? 

I hope your Lordships have got enough of 
this kind of evidence. All the rest is of the 
tame batch, and of the same description ; made 
up of nothing but hearsays, except in one pas- 
ticnlar only. This I shall now- mention to your 
Lordships; Colonel Popham and another geti- 
tkman have told you> that in a battle with 
Cbeit Sing's forces, they took prisoners two 
wounded aixd|Beves or swordmen, and .^at these 
men told thoem; that they were sent there by the 
Begums : that tb^ had got two rupees and two 
wornids, but that' they thought two rupees a bad 
comperaation for two wo(unds. These^two men, 
witfa theht two wounds and two rupees, had bow- 
wer beencfisBoissed. It does not appear that this 
accident was considered by these oflScers to he 
of consequence ehoujgh to make them, evei- tell 
one word of i it to Mr. Hastings, though they 
knew be was collecting evidence of the disaf- 
fection t of the Begums, of all kinds, good, bad, 
and indifierent^ from all )sorts of persons. ] 
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My Lords, I must beg leave to say a few 
words upon this matter; because I consider it 
as one of the most outrageous violations of your 
Lordships' dignity, and the greatest insult that 
waa ever offered to a court of justice. A hudjeeve 
Js a soldier armed with a sword. It appears in 
evidence that the Nabob had several corps of 
nudjeeves in his service ; that the Begums had 
Bome nudjeeves ; and that Colonel Hannay had 
a' corps of nudjeeves. . It is well known that 
'^very prince in Hindostan has soldiers of that 
description, in like manner probably as the 
princes of Europe have their guards. The whole 
then amounts to this ; that a story told by two 
men who were wounded in an action far from 
the place from which they were supposed to 
come ; who were not regularly examined ; not 
€ix>ss-examined ; not even kept for examination, 
and whose evidence was never reported, is to 
be a reason why you are to believe that these 
Begums were concerned in a rebellion against 
their son, and deserved to forfeit all their lands 
and goods, and to suffer the indignities that we 
have stated. 

My Lords, I am really ashamed to mention 
80 scandalous a thing ; but let us put a case, 
let us suppose, that we had accused Mr. 
Hastings of instigating the Rajah of Berar to 
fall upon some of the country powers ; and that 
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the evidence we produced at your bar to prove 
it, was that an officer had taken two nudjeeves^ 
who declared they were instigated by Mr; 
Hastings to go into the service of that Rajab-; 
Could you bear such a thing? would you suffet* 
such evidence to be produced ? or do you think 
that we should have so little regard for our 
own reputation, as to venture to produce such 
evidence before you ? Again, we have charged 
Mr, Hastings with committing several acts of 
violence against the Begums. Let us supj[)ose 
our proof to be^ that two persons who never 
appeared before nor since ; that two grenadiers 
in EttgUsh uniforms, (which would be a great 
deal stronger than . the case of the nudjeeve^ 
because they have no particular uniform be-* 
longing to them ;) that two English grenadiers, 
1 say, had been taken prisoners in some action 
and let go again, who said that Mr. Hastings 
had instigated them to make war upoa the 
Begums, would your Lordships suffer such evi* 
dence to be produced before you ? No ; and 
and yet two of the first women in India are to 
be stripped of all they have in the world upom 
no better evidence, than that which you would 
utterly reject, . . . 

You would not disgrace the British peerage ; 
you would not disgrace this court of justice^ 
you would. not disgrace human reason itself^ by 
D 3 confiscating 
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confiscating on such evidence the meanest pro* 
perty of the meanest wretch. You would not 
subject to the smallest fine for the smallest de- 
linquency, upon such evidence, I will venture 
to say that in an action of assault and battery^ 
or in an action for the smallest sum, such evi* 
dence would be scouted as odious and con* 
temptible, even supposing th^t a perfect re^ 
liance might be placed upon its truth. And yet 
this is the sort of evidence upon which the pro- 
perty, the dignity, and the rank of some of the 
first persons in Asia, are to be destroyed;. by 
which a British guarantee and the honour and 
dignity of the Crown of Great Britain, and of 
the Parliament itself, which .sent out this man^ 
are to be forfeited. 

. Observe, besides, my Lords, that the two 
Bwordsmen said they wqre sent by the Begums. 
Now they could not be sent by the Begums, in 
their own person. This was a' thing in India 
impossible. They might indeed have been sent 
by Jewar and Bebar Ali Khan : and then we 
ask again, how came these ministers not to be 
called to an account at the time ? why were 
they not called upon for their muster rolls of 
these nudjeeves? No, these men and women 
suffer the penalty, but they never bear the ac- 
cusation nor the evidence* 

But to proceed with the evidence of this 
4 * pretended 
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pretended rebellion. Captain Williams has told 
your Lordships, that he once had a great num- 
ber of letters and papers to prove this rebellion 
of the Begums. But he declares that he has 
lost all these letters. A search was ordered to 
be made in Mr. Hastin^'s record-office, called 
a trunk ; and accordingly in the trunk is found 
a paper worthy of such a place and such a 
cause. This letter, which has been made use of 
to criminate the Begums, has not their names 
mentioned, nor is there any possibility of their 
being included in it. By this paper which is 
preserved, you may judge of the whole of the 
papers that are lost. Such a letter, I believe, 
was never before brought as evidence in a 
court of justice. It is a letter said to have been 
intercepted, and is as follows : 

" To the most noble • • • • ♦ whose pros- 
^ perity be everlasting. It is represented that 
** the august Purwanah (command) having 
^' completed his honourable arrival On the l6th 
<< of the month in the evening, highly exalted 
'^ me ; it is ordered that I should charge Me* 
'^ deporee aid the other enrolled sepoys belong- 
" ing to my district, and take bonds from them 
*' that none of them go for service to the Ra- 
" jah } and that when 400 or 500 men, naa- 
" peeves and others, are collected, I should 
D 4 •* send 
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'' send them to the presence, according to the 
** order I have written to iBrejunekar Shah. 
** Rehemet UUa, who is in Bhooaparah, charging 
'* him to take bonds from them, and that what* 
" ever sepoys fit for service are collected^ he 
'* should send to the presence. As at this time 
" the wind is <:ontrary the sepoys will not 
•«*##• without travelling charges; for I 
" have learnt from a letter previously received 
** from Brejunekar Shah Rehemet Ullah, that 
** the people there also are badly inclined, by 
'^ the grace of Grod, the mialttrable glory shall 
"be * * * * * Zehan B^ and the nudjeeves 
** who were in the fort of Aneelah have gone 
** off to Goorucfcpore/' 

This is a letter of somebody or other, em* 
ployed by somebody or other for the recruiting 
service ; it should seem by the word •• presence" 
somebody employed in enlisting forces for the 
Nabob. The charge against the Begum was, 
that she had joined with the rebellious Ri^ahs, 
to exterminate her son's government and the 
English influence in that country. In this very 
paper you see that the soldiers entering into 
that service, and officers who are to contract 
for soldiers, are expressly bound not to join the 
Rajahs*, and this they produce as proof that the 
Begums had joined the Rajahs, and had joined 

them 
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them in a rebellion, for the purpose of extermu 
nating their son, in the first instance, and the 
English afterwards. . 

There is another circumstance, which makes 
their own acts the refutation of their false pre- 
tences. This letter says that the country is 
disaffectedi and it mentions the ill-disposed parts 
of the country. Now, we all know that the 
country was ill disposed ; and we may therefore 
conclude this paper was written by, and ad- 
dressed to, some person who was employed 
against the persons so ill disposed ; namely, the 
very Rajahs so mentioned before. The Pri- 
soner^s counsel, after producing this paper, 
had the candour to declare that they did not 
see what use could be made of it* No, to be 
sure, they do not see what use can be made 
of it for their cause ; but I see the use that 
can be made of it against their cause. I say 
that the lost papers, upon which they do so 
much insist, deserve no consideration, when the 
only paper that they have preserved operates 
directly against them; and that therefore we 
may safely infer, that, if we had the rest of the 
contents of this, trunk, we should probably find 
them make as strongly against them, as this 
paper does. You have no reason to judge of 
them oUierwise than by the specimen : for how 

can 



Digitized by 



Google 



4^ SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

can you judge of what is lost but from what 
remains? 

The man who hid these papers in his truqk 
never understood one word of the Persian lan- 
guage, and consequently was liable to every 
kind of mistake, even though he meant weiL 
But who is this man ?. Why it is Captain Wil- 
liams; the man who in his affidavits never 
mentioned the Begums without mentioning 
Saadit AH. It is Captain Williams ; whom we 
charge to have murdered a principal man of the 
country by his own hand, without law or legal 
process. It is Captain Williams ; one of those 
British officers whom Mr. Hastings states to be 
the pests of the country. This is the man who 
comes here as evidence against these women, 
and produces this monstrous paper. All the 
evidence they had produced to you amounts to 
no more than that such a man believes such a man 
heard qf something: and to close the whole of 
this hearsay account. Sir Elijah Impey, who 
always comes in as a aupplement, declares that 
no man doubted of the existence of this re- 
bellion and o/ the guilt of the Begums, any more 
than of the rebellion of 17^ ; a comparison 
which, I must say, is, by way of evidence, a little 
indecorous in a Chief Justice of India. 

Your Lordships are sufficiently acquainted 

with 
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with the history of that rebellion to know^ that 
when Lord Lovat was tried at this bar, the pro- 
ceedings against him were not founded on 
second hand hearsay. The existence of the 
rebellion of 1745 was proved, notwithstanding 
its notoriety ; but neither notoriety nor proof 
would have signified any thing, if Liord Lovat'a 
participation in it had not been brought home 
to him directly, personally, and particularly. 
Yet a Chief Justice, sent to India to represent 
the fiacred Majesty of the crown of England^ 
has gone so far as to say at your bar, that no more 
doubt could be entertained of the existence either 
of the rebellion or the guilt of the Begums, than 
of the rebellion in 174^* Besides, he forgets 
that he himself carried the order to confiscate 
these people's property without any trial what*' 
ever. But this is the way of proceeding by an 
English Chief Justice in India— a Chief Justice 
who had rendered himself the instrument, the 
letter carrier, the messenger — I had almost said, 
the executioner of Mr. Hastings. 

From this view of the whole matter, your 
Lordships will form an estimate of the spirit of 
Jndian government and Indian justice. But to 
blow away and to put an end to all their false pre- 
tences, their hearsays, and talk of nudjeeves and 
wounds and the like, I ask who is the first witness 
that we have produced upon this occasion i It is 

the 
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the Nabob himself, negativing all these pretence^. 
Did he believe them ? Not a word from him of any 
rebellion actual or suspected. Sir Elijah Impey 
indeed said that he was obliged to wheel round 
and to avoid that dangerous place Fyzabad* 
His friends urged him to this. — For God^s sake, 
day they, have a reverend care of your sacred 
person! What will become o£ the justice of 
India ? What will become of the natives, if you 
their legitimate protector should fall into the 
hands of these wicked rebellious women at Fy- 
2abad ? But although the Chief Justice does 
this, the Nabob, whose deposition is said to be 
the first object of this rebellion, takes leave of 
Mr. Hastings at the very moment when it is 
raging in the highest possible degree, and gallops 
into its very focus. 

And under what circumstances does he do 
this ? He had brought some considerable forces 
with him. No man of his rank in that country 
ever goes without them. He left a part of these 
forces with Mr. Hastings, notwithstanding he 
was going into the centre of the rebellion. He 
then went on with a corps of about a thousand 
horse. He even left a part of these with Mn 
Middleton, and galloped attended by a few 
horse into the very capital, where the Begums, 
we are told, had ten thousand armed men. He 
put himself into their power, and not satisfied 

with 
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vith this, the very first thing we hear of him 
after his arrival is, that he paid his mother a 
friendly visit. Thus rushing into the den of a 
lioness who was going to destroy her own whelp. 
Is it to be credited, my Lords, that a prince 
would act thus who believed that a conspiracy 
was formed against him by his own mother? 
Is it to be credited that any man would trust a 
mother who, contrary to all the rules of nature 
and policy, had conspired tQ destroy her owa 
son? 

Upon this matter your Lordships have the 
evidence of Captain Edwards, who was aide-de- 
camp to the Nabob, who was about his person, 
his attendant at Chunar, and his attendant back 
again i I am not producing this to exculpate 
the Begums ; — for I say you cannot try them 
here, you have not the parties before you, they 
ought to have been tried on the spot ; — but I 
am going to demonstrate the iniquity of this 
abominable pUt beyond all doubt, for it is 
necessary your Lordships should know the length, 
breadth and depth of this mystery of iniquity. 

Captain Edwards being asked — " Whether he 
ever heard any native of credit and authority in 
the Nabob's dominions, who appeared to believe 
the rebellion of the Begums ? — A. No, I never 
ilid» Q. Have you >any reason to believe that 
the Nabob gave credit to it ? — A* I really cannot 
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rightly presume to say whether the Nabob did 
or did not ; but I am apt to believe that he did 
not Q. Have you any reason and what to form 
a belief about it? — A. I have, I think if he 
supposed the rebellion ever existed at Fyzabad, 
he would have been the first person to take and 
give the alarm to the British troops. Q« And 
no such alarm waa taken or given to the British 
troops ?— ^. No, I think not ; as I was always 
about his person^ and in the camp, I think I 
certainly must have known it or heard of it; 
biit I never did/* 

We assure your Lordships you will find upon 
your printed Minutes, that Captain Edwards 
says he was credibly informedi that the Nabob 
left .behind him a part of his guard of horse; 
and that so desirous was he to go into the 
power of this cruel lioness, his moliier, that he 
advanced, as he is a vigorous man, and a bold 
and spirited rider, leaving all his guards behind 
him, and rode before them inta the middle of 
Fyzabad. — ^There is some more evidence to the 
same purpose in answer to the question put 
next to that which I read before. 

Q. ** When you did hear of the rebellion, did 
not you understand it to have been alleged, 
that one object of it was to dethrone the Nabob 
himself as well as ta extirpate the English ?-^- 
A. I understood that the intention of the .prin- 
cesses. 
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cesses, the Begums, was to extirpate the English 
troops^ out of the country, and out of those 
dominions, and Hkewise to depose her son, and set 
another son, who seems to have been a greater 
favourite of that family, upon the throne, in the 
room of the present Nabob, and that son's name 
is Saadit Ali. 1 have only heard this from report. 
I have no other knowledge but mere report. I 
understood from the report, she was to extir- 
pate the English and depose her son, who is now 
upon the throne. Q. Was it after or before the 
seizing of the treasures, that you heard a circum- 
stantial account of the supposed object of the 
rebellion? — A. The repOTt was more general 
after the seizing of the treasures ; but yet there 
were reports prevailing in the neighbourhood, 
that our troops were sent there in consequence 
of the charge that was made by Colonel Hannay 
and some of his officers, of a rebellion existing 
then at Fyzabad, or having existed, I cannot 
rightly say which.. Q. Was that report after 
the. order for the troops to march to fyzabad? 
— A. It was more general, it was very general 
then when the troops did march there, and 
more general after the seizing of the treasures. 
Q. When did the troops first march ? — A. it was 
some time in the month of January, I believe in 
the year 1782* Q. While you was with the 
Nabob, in passing from Lucknow to Chunafy 
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and while you was with him, or the army return.- 
ing from Chunar» did you then, out of the whole 
army r^ular or irregular, ever hear of any 
Teport of the Begums being in rebellion? — 
A. No, I do not recollect I ever did. Q. Upon 
tross examination — do you recollect at what 
time in August I78I you left Lucknow to pro- 
ceed with the Nabob to Chunar ? — A. No I can- 
not rightly mention the date ; all that I know 
is this, that I accompanied the Nabob, Mr. Mid* 
idleton, and his attendants, all the way from 
Lucknow to Chunargur, I really cannot recol- 
lect, I have no notes, and it is so distant a time 
since, that I do not recollect the particulars <rf 
the month or the day ; but I recollect perfectly 
I accompanied the Nabob all the way from 
Lucknow to Chunar, and returned again with 
him until he struck off on the road for Fyza- 
bad/* 

Your Lordships see plainly the whole of this 
mattery when they had resolved to seize the 
Begums' treasures, thfey propagated this report 
just in proportion to their acts* As they pro- 
ceeded, the report grew hotter and hotter. This 
.man tells you when it was that the propagation 
of this jepicMrt .first began; when it grew hot, 
and when it was in its greatest heat. He tells 
you, that not one native of credit in the country 
.believed it; that he did not think the Nabob 
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himself believed it ; and he gives a reason that 
speaks for itself, namely, that he, the Nabob, 
would have been the first mkn to give the 
alarm if he believed in a rebellion, as he was to 
be the object of it. 

He says the English were the .prindpal 
spreaders of the report. It was, in fact, a wicked 
report, propagated by Mr. Middleton and the 
English agents, for the purpose of justifying their 
iniquitous spoliation of the Begums. 

This is the manner in which the matter stands 
upon the ground of rebellion, with the exception 
of Major Gilpin's and Hyder Beg Khan's testi- 
mony, lliis last man we have proved to have 
been kept in his office by Mr. Hastings's influence, 
and to have been entirely under his government. 
When this dependant comes to give his attes- 
tation, he gives a long account of all the pro- 
ceedings of Cheit Sing's rebellion, with which 
the rebellion charged on the Begums was sup- 
posed to be coincident; and he ends it very 
remarkably — ^that he tells the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth. But it is also remark- 
able, that even this Hyder Beg Khan never 
mentions by name the rebellion of the Begums, 
nor says that he ever heard a word about it : 
a strong proof that he did not dare in the face 
of his country, to give countenance to such a 
falsehood. 

Vol. XVL E Major 
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Major Gilpin's evidence leaves not even the 
shadow of a pretence for this charge. He had 
the Begums and their eunuchs under his cus- 
tody for a full year ; he was strictly ordered to 
watch them and to guard them, and durmg all 
that time he lived at Fyzabad. He was the man 
who commanded the troops; who had all the 
witnesses in his power ; who had daily access 
to all parties at Fyzabad ; and who moreover 
was a person attached to Mr. Hastings in the 
strongest manner. 

Your Lordships will now be pleased to hear 
read to you this part of Major Gilpin's evidence: 
— ** Had you any opportunity of knowing the 
character of the Begums, and whether they were 
disafiected to our government ? — A. I had a very 
good opportunity of knowing, from the circum- 
stance of my having commanded so long there ; 
the elder Begum, it was generally understood, 
(and I have reason to believe,) was disafiS^cted 
to our government ; and my sentiments of he^ 
conduct stand recorded in my correspondence 
to the court of Lucknow to that efiect; but 
¥rith respect to the Bow Begum, I acquit her 
entirely of any disaffection to our government, 
so far as comes to. my knowledge ; appearances 
were for some time against her, but on cool 
deliberate inquiry, I found there was no ground 
for supposing her guilty of any rebellious prin- 
ciples. 
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ciples, at the time of Cheit Sing's rebellion. 
Q. Whether that, according to your belief, is 
not your present opinion ? — J. I think I have 
answered that very fully, that it was upon those 
very principles that I did form an opinion of her 
innocence ; how far they are justifiable or right, 
I will not take upon me to say upon oath; 
thjere was no one circumstance that came to my 
knowledge, during my residence at Fyzabad or 
my residence in India, that I would wish to 
withhold from your Lordships. Q. You state 
here, upon cool deliberate inquiry; what was 
that cool deliberate inquiry ? — A. That cool 
deliberate inquiry was the conversations I had 
with the ministers and the people of Fyzabad, 
and the letters from herself expressing her inno- 
cence } and it appeared to me from those letters, 
that she really was our friend and ally/* 

The same witness goes on afterwards to say : 
— ** Q. I understood you to say, that originally 
the report prevailed with respect to both the 
Begums, but that you was induced to alter that 
opinion with respect to the younger Begum, in 
consequence of Mr. Gordon's letters and the 
intelligence of some of her ministers and other 
persons; were not those other persons in the 
interest of the younger Begum ? — A* In general 
ihe town of Fyzabad were in her interest. Q. In 
what sense do you mea^n generally in her interest; 
E 2 were 
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were the persons you conversed with merely 
those who were in her service and household, 
or the inhabitants of Fyzabad in general? — 
A. Both{ I held conversations with both her 
own body servants and the inhabitants of the 
city. [A Utile lower down^ in the same page.] 
What do you mean by the word rebellion as 
applied to the Begums; in what sense do you 
use it? — A» In raising troops and in other acts of 
rebellion, in the common acceptation of the word. 
Q. Against whom? — A. Against the Nabob's 
government and the British government jointly; 
but I beg to know the particular time and cir- 
cumstance the question alludes to. Q. I under- 
stand you to have said, you understood the 
«lder Begum was in a constant state of rebellion ; 
in what sense do you use the word rebellion ; 
did you say the elder Begum was in a constant 
state of rebellion ? — A. I always understood her 
to be disaffected to the English government; 
it might not be a proper expression of mine, the 
word reb^on. Q. Do you know of any act 
by the elder Begum against the Vizier ? — A. I 
cannot state any. Q. Do you know of any act 
which you call rebellion,, committed by the elder 
Begum against the Company? — A. I do not 
know of any particular circumstance, only it 
was generally supposed that she was disaffected 
to the Company. Q. What acts of disafiection 

or 
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or hostility towards the English do you allude 
to, when you speak of the conversation of the 
world at the time ? — A. I have answered that 
question as fully as I can^ that it was nothing 
but conversation, that I knew of no particular 
act or deed myself 

This man, theh declares, as your Lordships 
have heard, that upon cool, deliberate inquiry 
made at Fyzabad from all the inhabitants, he did 
not believe in the existebce of any rebellion. 
That as to the Bow Begum, the grandmother, 
who was a person that could only be charged with 
it in a secondary degree, and as conspiring with 
the other, he says, he knows no facts against 
her ; except that at the battle of Buxar, in the 
year 1764, she had used some odd expressions 
concerning the English, who were then at war 
with her son Sujah Dowlah. This was long 
before we had any empire or pretence to empire 
in that part of India ; therefore the expression 
of a rebellion, which he had used with regard 
to her, was he acknowledged improper; and that 
he only meant he had formed some opinion of 
her disaffection to the English. 

As to the Begum, he positively acquits her of 

any rebellion. If he therefore did not know it, 

who was an active oflScer in the very centre of 

the alleged rebellion, and who was in possession 
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of all the persons from whom information was 
to be got, who had the eunuchs in prison, and 
might have charged them with this rebellion, 
and might have examined and cross-examined 
them at his pleasure } if this man new nothing 
about it, your Lordships will judge of the false* 
hood of this wicked rumour, spread about from 
Jiand to hand, and which was circulated by 
persons who at the same time have declared that 
they never heard of it before Sir Elijah Impey 
.went up into the country, the messenger of Mr. 
Hastings's orders, to seize the treasures of the 
Begum's, and commissioned to procure evidence, 
in justification of that violence and robbery. 

I now go to another part of this evidence. 
There is a person they call Hoolas Roi. A man 
in the employment of the Resident, Mr. Mid- 
dleton. The gentlemen who are counsel for the 
Prisoner have exclaimed,— O! he was nothing 
but a news writer. What! do you take any 
notice of him ? Your Lordships would imagine 
that the man whom they treat in this manner, 
and whose negative evidence they think fit to 
despise, was no better than the writers of those 
scandalous paragraphs which are published in our 
daily papers, to misrepresent the proceedings of 
this Court to the publick. But who in fact is 
this Hoolas Roi whom they represent, for the 
convenience of the day, to be nothing but a news 

writer ? 
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writer? I will read to your Lordship's a letter 
firom Mi^or Naylor to Colonel Jaques^ com- 
manding the second batallion SOth regiment 

^^ Sir» — Hoolas Roi| the person: appointed by 
^ the Nabob for transacting the business for 
^* which the troops are required heri^i will hold 
<< constant communication and intercoqrse with 
<^ you ; and as he is instructed and acquidnted 
^* with the best method to accomplish this bu« 
<< sinessy Mr. Middleton requests implicit atten- 
^ tk>n to be paid to what he may from time to 
*^ time represent respecting the prisoners or 
V the business on which he is employed; in 
^^ abort, as he is the person nominated by the 
^ Nabob, he wishes Hoolas Koi to be consi- 
'' dered in the same light as if he himself was 
** present/* 

Mr. Middleton, in a letter to Lieutenant 
Francis Rutledge, writes thus of him : ^* Sir, — 
♦* When this note is delivered to you by Hoolas 
** Roi, I have to desire that you ordejj the two 
^' prisoners to be put in irons, keeping them 
^* from all food, &c. agreeably to my instructions 
•• of yesterday." 

You will fixytsee in how confidential a manner 
Hoolas Roi was employ^, and in what light he 
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was held. That he Was employ^ to carry some 
instructions which do not indeed appear, .but 
were accompanied by an order from Mr. Mid*, 
dleton. ** When these instructions shall come 
*• to you, to put these prisoners in irons and 
** keep them without food/' &c. The Begums, 
say, without food and water. £t cetera are 
words of large import— but he was ^^ to keep 
'' them without food, &c. agreeable to my in- 
•• structions of yesterday.*' This was a pretty 
general warrant for sufierings. This Hoolas Roi, 
this mere news writer, was not only intrusted 
with this warrant, but Mr. Middleton declares 
him to be a person who was to be received there, 
and to represent the Nabob, and very justly too } 
for he, Mr. Middletpn, was undoubtedly the 
real Nabob of the country. The man therefore, 
whom they talk of in this contemptuous manner 
in order to make slight of an observation we 
made, and which I shall make again, and whom 
they afiect to consider as a mere paragraph- 
monger in some scandalous newspaper, was a 
man vested by Mr. Middleton with authority 
equal to that of the Nabob himself. 

Mr. Hastings not only thought him of conse- 
quence enough to be a witness tp the seyeritia 
used on the ministers of the Begums, but he 
considered that he would afterwards be a fit 
witness to the rebellion. I pray your £x>rdships 
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to mark this— he sent for this Hoolas Roi, (who 
is now nothing but a mere paragraph-monger) 
— ^he sent for him from Fyzabad to Benares — a 
pretty long journey; and at last caused him to 
be examined before Sir Elijah Impey. He ha^ 
however, sunk his evidence. A suppression 
which is strongly in favour of the Begums; and 
equally strong against their accuser. Here we 
have a man, who was intrusted with all their 
orders} who represented the English govern- 
ment; who represented the Nabob's government; 
this man is sent for by Mr. Hastings : he gives 
his depositions before Sir Elijah Impey; and 
the deposition so given is not to.be found either 
upon the Company's record, in Sir Elijah Impey 'a 
trunk, in Jonathan Scott's trunk, nor in any 
other place whatever. The evidence of a wititoOM, 
who could speak most clearly, as probably he 
did, and most dedsively upon this subject, is 
sunk. They suppress, and dare not produce^ 
the affidavit of the man who was at the bottom 
^f every secret of both governments. They had 
the folly to let you know, obliquely, that he had 
been sent for by Mr. Hastings, but they conceal 
the information obtained from him ; a silence 
more damning than any podtive evidence could 
be. You have here a proof of their practice of 
producing such evidence only aa they thought 
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most favourable to their wicked purposes, in the 
destruction of this great and ancient family. 

But all the English, they say, believed in the 
existence of this rebellion. This we deny. Mr. 
Purling, who was Resident the year before its 
pretended explosion, has told you, that he never 
knew of any thing like a plot carrying on by 
these women* We were almost ashamed to put 
the question to him. Did Mr. Bristow,«the next 
-Resident, know or believe in this plot? He 
B6ems, indeed, to have been induced to give 
some oblique hints to Mr. Hastings of improper 
conduct on the part of the Begums, but without 
stating what it was. In a letter to Mr. Hastings, 
he appears to endeavour to soften the cruel tem- 
per of this inflexible man, by going a little way 
with him, by admitting that he thought they 
had behaved improperly. When Mr. Wombwell, 
another Resident, is asked, whether aiiy English* 
man doubted of it ; he says, Mr Bristow doubted 
of it. No one indeed, who reads these papers, 
can avoid seeing that Mr. Bristow did not be- 
lieve one word of it ; no more in fact than did 
Mr. Hastings or any body else. 

But, my Lords, let us go from these inferior 
agents and servants of the Company to their 
higher officers. Did Mr. Stables believe it? 
This gentleman was Mr. Hastings's cdleagtie 
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in the Council, a man of as much honour, I 
really believe, as ever went to India ; a faithful 
old servant of the Compistny and very worthy of 
credit. I believe there is not a spot upon him 
during all his long service under the Company 
-^if any, it is his being a little too obsequious, 
sometimes, to Mn Hastings. Did he believe it ? 
No. He did not ; and yet he was one pf the 
persons authorized to investigate it coolly, and 
most able to do so. Upon the whole then the 
persons who best, knew the state of the country 
did not believe it ; the Nabob did not believe 
it; the Begums were never charged with it; 
no ground of suspicion is suggested exc^t loose 
rumours and the story of two nudjeeves. Undef 
these circumstances the treasures of these an- 
cient ladies were seized, their property confis* 
cated, and the Nabob dragged most reluctantly 
to this act. Yes, my Lords, this poor miserable 
victim was forced to violate all the laws of na- 
tore, all decency, all property ; to rob his own 
mother for the benefit of Mr. Hastings. All this 
be was forced to do, he was made the reluctant 
instrument of punishing his mother and grand*- 
mother for a plot, of which even their accusers 
do not pretend to say that the parties accused 
had ever received any intimation. 

My Lords, in forming your judgment upon 
this nefarious proceeding, your Lordships will 
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not fail to advert to the fundamental principles 
the acknowledged maxims and established rules 
of all judgment and justice, — that conviction 
ought to precede execution; that trial ought 
to precede conviction ; and that a prosecutor's 
information and evidence ought to be the pre- 
liminary step and substance of the trial. Here 
every thing was reversed: Sir Elijah Impey 
goes up with the order for execution ; the party 
accused is neither arraigned nor tried. This 
same Sir Elijah then proceeds to seek for wit- 
nesses, and to take affidavits, and in the mean 
time neither the Nabob, the ostensible prose- 
cutor, nor his mother ^nd grand-mother, the 
parties accused, knew one word of the matter. 

But possibly some peculiarity in the circum- 
stances of the case rendered such a proceeding 
neceasary, and may justify it No such pecu- 
liarity has been proved or even alleged ; nay 
it is in the highest degree improbable that it 
could have existed. Mr. Hastings had another 
opportunity of doing himself justice, when an 
account of this business was transmitted to the 
Court of Directors, they ordered him to inquire 
into it : and your Lordships will see what he 
did in consequence of this order. Your Lord- 
ships will then judge of the extreme audacity 
of the defence which be has made of this act at 
your bar, after having refused to institute any 

inquiry 
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inquiiy into it, although he had the positive 
oi'der of the Court of Directors, and was in the 
place where that inquiry could be made effec* 
tuaUy, and in the place where the unfortunate 
women could have an opportunity of clearing 
themselves. 

I will fir§t read to your Lordships an extract 
from the letter of the Court of Directors 
to the Board at Calcutta; dated the 14th of 
February 1783. 

4 — *• By the second article of the treaty [of 
'* Chunar] the Nabob is permitted to resume 
^* such jaghires as he shall think proper, with 
«« a reserve, that all such jaghirdars, for the 
«< amount of whose jaghires the Company are 
<< guarantees, shall, in case of a resumption of 
^< their lands, be paid the amount of the net 
•' c(^gctions through the Resident. 

5. — *• We do not see how the Govemour 
<< General could consent to the resumption of 
<' such lands, as the Company had [engaged 
*^ should remain in the hands |of those who 
** possessed them previous to the execution of 
** the late treaty, without stronger proofs of the 
^* Brum's defection than have been laid before 
^* US} neither can we allow it to be good policy 
<« to reduce the several jaghirdars, and thus 
** uniting the territory, and the troops main- 
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<< tained for the pirotection of that territory, 
** under one head, who, by that means, at some 
" future period, may become a very powerful 
" enemy to the Company. 

6. — ** With respect to the resumption of the 
*^ jaghires possessed by the Begums in par* 
'' ticular, and the subsequent seizure of the 
** treasure deposited with the Vizier's mother, 
** which the Govemour General, in his letter to 
*< the Board, 23d January 1782, has dedared he 
^* strenuously encouraged and supported, we 
** hope and trust, for the honour of the British 
^* nation, that the measure appeared to be fully 
^ justified in the eyes o( all Hindoostan. 

^* The Govemour General has informed us, 
^* that it can be well attested, that the B^ums 
** principally excited and supported the late 
** commotions, and that they carried their in- 
*< veteracy to the English nation so far as to 
^* aim at our utter extirpation. 

7. — " It must have been publickly known that 
*< in 177^f the Resident at the Vizier's court 
'* not only obtained from the Begum, widow oi 
** the late Sujah Dowlah, on the Nabob's ac- 
*' count, thirty lacks of rupees, half of which 
^' was to be paid to the Company, but also 
^^ the forbearance of twenty-six lacks, for the 
** repayment of which she had security in 
'* land, on the Nabob's agreeing to renounice all 
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^ further claim upon her, and that to this agree- 
•* ment the Company were guarantees. 

8*— " We find that on the 21st December 
** 1775^ the Begum complained of a breach of 
^ engagements on the part of the Nabob, soli- 
*• citing your protection for herself, her mother, 
** and for all the women belonging to the 
*^ seraglio of the late Nabob, from the distresses 
*^ to which they were reduced — in consequence 
*^ whereof it was agreed in consultation, 3d 
•* January 1776f to remonstrate with the Vizier; 
** the Governour General remarking— that as 
** the representative of our government has 
<< become an agent in this business, and has 
** pledged the honour and faith of the Company 
'< for the punctual observance of the conditions 
•* under which the treaty was concluded — ^you 
<< bad a right to interfere, and justice demanded 
^* it» if it should appear that those engagements 
** have been violated. 

** And the Board at the same time resolved, — 
^ That as soon as the Begum's engagements 
'^ with the Nabob, to which Mr. Bristow is a 
** party, shall be fulfilled on her part, this 
«« government will think themselves bound to 
^* protect her against any further demand or 
^* molestation. 

9. — ** If therefore the disaffection of the 
*< Begums was not a matter of publick notoriety, 
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<< we cannot but be alarmed for the eflects 
'* which these subsequent transactions must 
'< have had on the minds of the natives of 
** India, — ^the only consolation we feel upon this 
<< occasion is, that the amount of those jaghires 
** for which, the Company were guarantees, is 
<< to be paid through our Resident at the court 
" of the Vizier ; and it very materially con^ 
** cems the credit of your government on no 
*' account to suffer such, payments to be evaded; 
10.-*<' If it shall hereafter be found that the 
« Begums did not take that hostile part against 
'' the Company, which has been represented (as^ 
*' well in the Governour General's narrative, as 
«< in several documents therein referred to; and 
*' as it no where appears, from the papers at 
<< present in our possession, that they excited 
<< any commotion previous to the imprisonment 
'* of Rajah Cheit Sing), but only armed them^ 
<< selves in consequence of that transaction; 
*< and as it is probable that such a conduct 
^ proceeded entirely from motives of self de- 
** fence under an apprehension that they them- 
^' selves might lijcewise be laid under unwar- 
** rantable contributions, we direct that you use 
" your influence with the Vizier, that their 
<' jaghures may be restored to them; but if they 
«< should be under apprehensicnas respecting the 
*^ future conduct of the Vizier, and wiUi our 
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** further protection, it is our pleasure that 
** you afford those ladies an asylum within the 
^ Company's territories, and these be paid the 
*• amount of the net collections of their jaghires. 
^•-agreeably tp the second article of the late 
** treaty, through the medium of our Resident,. 
^* as may be ascertained upon an average esti^ 
** mate of some years back/* 

You see, my Lords, the Directors had received 
every one of his false impressions. They had 
conceived an idea, that after the rebellion 
of Cheit Sing (but not before upon his own 
shewing) the Begums had shewn a disposition. 
to arm. They here assume a false fact, which 
Mr. Hastings stated in his representation of the 
business to them. They assume a variety of other 
fabe facts, — ^they assume, that the amount of 
the jaghires of the Begu^is were to be paid them 
in regular pensions, whereas they were totally^ 
confiscated without any compensation at all. 
And 3ret upon Mr. Hastings's own shewing, they 
found the transaction to be so dishonourable 
to the British government, that they desire 
him to make inquiry into it, and give redress 
accordingly. 

Here then is another order of the Company 
another call upon Mr. Hastings to examine to 
the bottom of this affair. The Directors, after 

Vol. XVI. F giving 
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lilting him credit for that enormous «Mfis of 
fidiehoocU which we have proved him to have 
stated in his namtive» found themselves so 
utterly dissatisfied, that they gave this omdi^ 
tional order to restore Uie Begums to their 
jaghires. Your Lordships will find it in evidence 
upon your Minute% that he contumaciously 
disobeyed this order } that he would not consent 
to the propositions of the Council for inquiring 
into the conduct of these injured woomu;' but 
Itifled every jattempt that was made by others to 
do them justice. And yet he here has the efiron* 
tery to propose that your Lordships should 
inquire into the business at your bar ; that you 
should investigate a matter here, which he re* 
fused to inquire into ou liiespot, though expressly 
ordered by his masters so to do* 

I will now read to your Lordahips a short 
extract from his own narrative of his own pro* 
ceedings. It b^ns with reciting pait of a note 
entered by Mr. Macpherson in the Omsukatioiis 
of the Council, at the time when the orders of 
the Court of Directors, which I have just alluded 
^ were taken into coaatderation :— ^ What the 
** Court of Directors seem to have most «t heart 
<* are, first, That the engi^pement of the second 
M article of the Benares Treaty should be failli- 
.*< fully fulfilled ; andsQcondly^ to guard against 
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^ the fiitnre tDtsconduct of the yizifir» if he 
^ diould be disposed to qppr^s^ the 3egum4 : 

^^ That we should therefore Mfreftaip whether 
<^ the amount of the jaghiras of the Bc^ms i» 
•* regularly paid to them through th« Conipaoy'a 
'^ Rendent; aod give them potice, that no 
^ fbtara demamls shall b« made upoQ them. 
^ This the Goreraour Geoeral might, I think, 
*^ do in a letter, that would make the B^uma 
^ seoaible of their past misconduct, yet inform 
^ them of thje lenity and gracious intentions of 
^ the Company, in ordering them an asylum in 
^ Bengal, io case of future distress/' In con«- 
sequence of the foregoing q)inion from Mr. 
Macphenoo, the following Minute was deli* 
vered by the GoFemour General : 

^< I ahouU gladly acquiesce m tijie motiw made 
<^ by Mr. Maephtraen, if I thought it ppfisible 
^ to frame a letter to the Begums, in any terma 
^ whidk flhould at the same Mme convey the 
^ kitimatioii proposed by it, a^d not defeat the 
^ purpoee of it, or be productive of evils greater 
^ than any which exist in icnoveqi^nqe of (he 
^' yortraHiags which have «If^y tqJ^en place, 
^ «mI whidi time kes elmest c4>lMerRta4$ the 
<♦ orders of the Qcntt of WtFegUHn *re wn. 
^* ditimal, they reqpive nQtJiing) but ip the 
^ erant of diseMrtries ssAde »Dl^wiV^Wt to iba 
w9 advices 
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^* advices which were before you on the 14th 
** February last, in alleviation of the former 
^^ conduct of the Begums, nothing has since 
^^ appeared in relation to them but their refusal, 
^^ or rather that of one to fulfil her engagements 
** for the payment of the remainder of the sum 
" exacted from her by the Nabob Vizier, in the 
" beginning of last year. Whatever obedience 
** may be due to the clear and ascertained spirit 
*' of the orders of the Court of Directors, this 
" obh'gation cannot extend to points of which 
" neither the letter nor evident spirit of their 
^* orders apply. If I am rightly informed, the? 
^ Nabob Vizier and the Begums are on termsc 
^ of mutual good will ; it would ill become thia 
" government to interpose its influence by any 
*• act which might tend to revive their animo- 
" sities, and a very slight occasion would be 
^ sufficient to effect it } it will be to little pur- 
** pose to tell them that their conduct has, in 
** our estimation of it, been very wrong } and 
'^ at the same time to announce to them the 
" orders of our superiors, which more than 
indicate the reverse ; they will instantly take 
^ fire on such a declaration, proclaim the judg- 
*^ ment of the Company in their favour, demand 
^^ a reparation of the acts, which they will 
^ construe wrongs ; with such a sentence war-^ 
'* ranting that construction, and either accept 
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.'^ iJie invitation to the proclaimed scandal of 

- " the Vizier, which will not add to the credit of 

*' our government, or remain in his dominions, 

*' but not under his authority, to add to his 

' " vexations and the disorders of the country, by 

^^ continued intrigues and seditions; enough 

'^ already exists to afifect his peace, and the 

'* quiet of his people ; if we cannot heal, let 

. *^ us not inflame the wounds which have been 

" inflicted: 

** If the Begums think themselves aggrieved 
• '* to such a degree as to justify them in an appeal 
^* to foreign jurisdiction ; to appeal to it against 
** ^ man standing in the relation of son and 
^^ grandson to them ; to appeal to the justice of 
** those who have been the abettors and instru- 
** ments of their imputed wrongs; let us at 
'' least permit them to be the judges of their 
^^ own feelings, and prefer their complaints, 
" before we ofler to redress them; they will 
•* not need to be prompted : 

*^ I hope I shall not depart from the sim* 
.<« plicity of official language, in saying, that the 
'* majesty of justice ought to be approached 
^^ wiUi solicitation, not descend to provoke or 
** invite it, much less to debase itself by the 
'^ suggestion of wrongs and the promise of re- 
** dress, with the denunciation of punishment 
?49 before trial, and even before accusation/* 

v3 My 
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My Lords, if^ unee the beginning of the world, 
such a paper as this was ever before written, by 
a person standing in the relation of a servant to 
his master, I shall allow that every word we have 
said to your Lordships upon this occasion to 
tnark his gnilt ought to be expunged from 
your Minutes, and from our Charges. 

Before I proceed to make any observations 
upon this act of open rebellion against his su- 
periors, I must beg your Lordships to remark 
the cruelty of purpose, the hostile feeling to- 
wards these injured women, which were dis- 
played in this daring defiance. Your Lordships 
will find, that he never is a rebel to one party, 
without being a tyrant to some othei«$ that 
rebd and tyrant are correlative terms when 
appUed to him, and that they constantly go 
together. 

It is suggested by the Directors, that the 
Nabob is the persecutor, the oppressor, and that 
Mr. Hastings is the person who is to redress the 
wrong) but here they have mistaken the mat- 
ter totally. For we have proved to your Lord- 
ships, that Mr. Hastings was the principal in 
the. persecution, and that the Nabob was only 
an instrument : — <* If I am rightly informed,*' 
he says, '^ the Nabob and the Begums are 
^ on terms of mutual good will. It would HI 
«< become this government to interpose its 
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^* inflnenoe by aoj act wfadch cai^t tend to 
^* reirtve their animosities^ and a very dight 
^ occasion DTonld be suffideot to efi^ct it/'— ^ 
What animoaitses had they towards each otbcx? 
None, that we know of* Mr. Hasth^s gets the 
Nabob to rob hk mother f and then he suiqK>8^ 
contrary tp troth, contrary to fact, contrary to 
every thing your Lwdshipa have beard, that 
the Nabob would fall into a fury if his mother 
was to obtain any redrees j and that if the least 
inquiry into this bosiness was made, it would 
create a flame in the Nabob's mind^ on account 
of the active, energetick, spirited part he had 
taken in these transactions. Therefore, says he, 
Ob! for Ood^s sake, sooth the matter:— it is 
a green wound: — don't uncover it:— do »>* 
thing to irritate : — it will be to little purpose to 
tell them that their conduct has in oar estima^ 
tion of it been very wrong, and at the same 
time announce to them the orders of our 
soperiors, which naore than indicate the re- 
verse. Now, my Lords^ to what does all thif 
amount? first, says be^ I will not do them 
justice* — I wiU not enter upon an inquiry into 
their wrongs* Why i — Because they charge us 
wkh having inflid^ed them. Then surely for 
that reason, yea ought to commence an inquiry. 
Nb^ says he, that woidd be telling them that 
our snperioTB suspect we are in the wrong. Bot 

? 4 when 



Digitized by 



Google 



72 8F6ECH JN THE IKTEACHMENT 

M^hen his superiors more than indicated sus- 
picions, was he not bound ten fold to make that 
inquiry, for his honour and for their satisfac- 
tion, which they direct him to make? No, he 
will not jdo it, because, says he, the Begums 
would either accept the offer of an asylum in 
the Company's territories to the proclaimed 
Bcandal' of the Vizier, which would not add to 
the credit of our government; or they would 
remain in his dominions, but not under his 
authority, to^add to his vexations, and the dis- 
orders of the country, by continual intrigues 
and seditions. 

You see, my Lords, this man is constantly 
thrusting this peaceable Nabob before him, 
goading and pushing him on as if with a bayonet 
behind, to ^he commission of every thing that 
is base and dishonourable. You have him here 
declaring that he will not satisfy the Directors 
his masters, in their inquiries about those acts, 
for fear of the Nabob's taking umbrage, and 
getting into a flame with his mother ; and for 
fear the mother, supported by the opinion of 
the Directors, should be induced to resent her 
iirrongs. — What, I say, does all this amount to ? 
«— It amounts to this — The Begums accuse me 
of doing them injustice ; the Directors indicate 
a suspicion that they have been injured; there- 
ibre I will not inquire into the matter. Why ? — 
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because it may raise disturbances. But what 
disturbance could it raise ? — the mother is dis- 
armed and could not hurt the Nabob. All her 
ianded estates he knew were confiscated. He 
knew all her money was in his own possession } 
he knew she had not the means, if she had been 
disposed, to create intrigues and cabals ; — ^what 
disturbance then could be created by his send- 
ing a letter to know what she had to say upoii 
the subject of her wrongs? 

** Jfi^* says he, " the Begums think them* 
•^* sehes aggrieved^ Observe, my Lords, that 
-the institution of an inquiry is no measure of the 
Begums ; it is an order of the Court of Directors 
made by them upon his own representation of 
his own case, and upon nothing else. Hie 
Begums did not dare to murmur. — They did 
not dare to ask for redress. God knows the 
poor creatures were at or about the time his 
prisoners ; robbed — stripped of every thing j 
without hope and without resource. — ^^But the 
Directors, doing their duty' upon that occasion, 
iUd condemn him upon his own false represen- 
tations contained in that bundle of affidavits, 
upon which his counsel now contend that your 
Lordships should acquit him. But, says he, are 
4hey to appeal to a Jbreign jurisdiction ? When 
these women were to be robbed we were not 
^foreigners to them; on the contrary we ad- 
judged them guilty of rebellion. We sent an 

English 
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En^isb Chief Justice to collect raatemk of 
accusation against them. We sent English 
officers to take their money. The whole was 
an Engli^ transaction. When wrong is to be 
done^ we have then an interest in the country 
to justify our acting in it; but when the quesr 
tfon is of redressing wrongs, when the question 
is of doing justice when the question is of in* 
quiry, when the question is of hearing com- 
plaints, then it is a foreign jQrisdiction* — Yoo 
are to sulfer Mr» Hastings to make it foreign, or 
to make it domestic, just as it answers bis pur- 
poses. — But tiiey are to appeal against a num 
sta$i^fig in the relation of son and grandmm to 
them, and to appeal to the justice qf those who 
have been the abettors and instruments fffthur 
imputed wrongs. — 

Wby, my Lords, if he allows that he is the 
abettor of, and the instrument to which die 
Directors impute these wrongs, why, I ask, does 
htp with those charges lying upon him, ob|eGt 
to all inquiry in the 'manner you hare seen ? 

But the Company's Govemour is, it seems, aU 
at once transformed into a great sovereign-- 
the majesty of justice ought to be approached 
wkb solicitation. Here^ my Lords» he forgets 
at once the Court of Directors ; be forgets the 
laws of Eo^^and, be forgets the act of Pariia- 
ment» he forgets that any obe<£enoe is due fo 
his superiors. The Begums were to apjaroacb 
: him 
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bim by the ordars of the Court of Dtrectors, Ije 
setft at nought these orders, and asserts that he 
must be approached with solicitations. ** Time^* 
says he, *• has ohliterated their stffferings.'^ O ! 
what a balm of oblivion time spreads over the 
wrongs, wounds, and afflictions of others, in the 
mind of the person who inflicts those wrongs 
and oppressions. The oppressor soon forgets. 
Itiis robbery took place in 17 • • • } it was in the 
year 1783, when he asserted that the waters of 
Lethe had been poured over all their wrongs 
and oppressions. 

Your Lordships will mark this insulting Ian* 
guage, when he says that both the order of the 
Directors and the application of the Begums 
for redress must be solicitations to him. 

[Here Mr. Burke was interrupted by Mr. 
Hayings, who said, <^ My Lords, there was no 
*^ order. I find a man's patience may be ex- 
*' hausted. I hear so many falsehoods, that I 
'* must declare there was no order of the Court 
** of Directors : Forgive me my Lords. . He 
*' may say what he pleases; I will not again 
«< controvert it. But there is no order ; if there 
•* is, read it.'*] 

Mr. Burke then proceeded* Judge you^ my 
Lends, what tfaeinsdlence, audacity, and cnielty^ 

of 
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of this man must have been, from his want of 
patience in his present situation, and when he 
dares to hold this language here. Your Lord- 
ships will reckon with liim for it, or the world 
will reckon with you. 

Mr. Hastings here again interrupted Mr. 
Burke, and said, '^ There was no order for in- 
,^* quiry.^' 

Mr. Btirke. — Your Lordships have heard the 
letter read; I mean the letter from the Direc- 
'tors, which I read just now. You will judge 
whether it is an order or not. I did hope with- 
•in these two days, to put an end to this business, 
but when your Lordships hear us charged with 
direct falsehood at your bar; when you hear 
this wicked wretch who is before you — 
From a Lord. — Order, order, order. 
Mr. Burke. — Order, my Lords, we call for 
in the name of the Commons. Your Lordships 
• have heard us accused, at your bar, of falsehood, 
after we had read the order upon which our 
assertion was founded. This man, whom we 
have described as the scourge and terrour of 
India; this man gets up, and chaiges us, not 
with a mistake, an errour, a wrong construc- 
tion, but a direct falsehood ; and adds, that 
his patience is worn out with the falsiehood he 
hears. This is not an English court of justice 
if such a thing is permitted. We beg leave to 

retire, 
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retire, and take instructions from our consti- 
tuents. He ought to be sent to Bridewell for- 
going on in this manner, 

[Mr. Wyndham here read the Utter again.'\ 
Mr. Burke. — With regard to the ravings of 
this unhappy man, I am sure, if I were only 
considering what passed from him to the ma- 
nagers in diis box, and knowing what allowance 
is due to a wounded conscience, brought be^ 
fore an awful tribunal, and smarting under the 
impressions of its own guilt, 1 would pass them 
over. But» my Lords, we have the honour of 
the Commons ; we have the honour of this 
court to sustain. [Your Lordships, the other 
day, for an offence committed against a con-* 
8table> who was keeping the way under your 
orders, did very justly, and to the great satis-* 
faction of the publick, commit the party to 
Bridewell, for a much slighter insult against 
the honour and d^ity of your Court.] And 
I leave it therefore for the present, till your 
I^ordships can seriously consider what the mode 
of proceeding in this matter ought to be. — I 
now proceed. — 

We have read to your Lordships the orders 
of the Court of Directors ; I again say we con* 
sider them as orders ; your Lordships are as 
goo4 judges of the propriety of the term as w« 

are. 
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are. You have beard theitn read, you hav^ also 
beard that the Council at Calcutta considered 
them as orders, for resolutions were moved upoo 
them ; and Mr. Stables, in evidence before 
jou here, who was one of the Council* so con- 
sidered them ; and yet this man has the fran«< 
tick audacity in this place^ to assert that they 
were not orders ; and to declare, that he cui^ 
not stand the repetition of snch abominable 
falsehoods as are perpetually urged against him. 
We cannot conceive tiiat your Lordships will 
su^r this, and if you do, I promise you, the 
Commons will not sufier the justice of the 
country to be trifled with and insulted in this 
Huumer ; because, if auch conduct be aufiered 
by your Lordships, they must say that very dis* 
agreeable consequences will ensue, and very dis^ 
agreeable inferences will be drawn by the publick 
eonoeming it. You wiU fiorgive, and we know 
bow to forgive, the ravings of pec^le smarting 
«Bder a conoaoas sense of their guilL But when 
we are reading documento givai in evidence, 
and are commenting upon them, the use of this 
kind of language really deserves your Lordships' 
consideration* As for us, we regard it no more 
tkask we should other noise and brawlings of 
crimiiiais, who in irops may be led through the 
streets, raving at the magntiate that has eom^ 
snitted tbem. We oepaider him as s poor 

miserable 
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miserable muk, railing at his accusers; it n 
natural he should fall into all these frantick 
ravings, but it is not fit or natural that the Court 
should indulge him io them. Your Lordships 
shall now hear in what senae Mr. Wheeler and 
Mn Stabled, two other members of the Council^ 
iioderstood this letter. 

Mr. Wheeler thus writes : — " It always has 
V been, and will be my wish to perform im* 
** plicitly the orders <rf the Court of Directors, 
'* and I trurt that the opinion which I ahall 
** give upon thiU; part of the Court's letter, 
*' which is now before us, will not be taken up 
« ag4unst its meaning, as going to a breach of 
•< them ; the orders at present under the Board's 
*' consideration are entirely provisional. 

>' Nothing has passed since the conqlusion 
** of the agreement made by the Goveraour 
'< General with the Vizier at Chunar^ which 
** induces me to allow the opinion which I 
'' befi>xe held, as well as from the Governour 
** General's reports to Uiis Board, as the api* 
** nions which I have heard of many iadividuak 
** totally uaconcemed in the subject, that the 
'* Begums at Fyzabad» did take a hostile part 
« Bgginst the Company during the dist^rbamres 
^i at iBenaresj and I am im|A-essed witi> a opn* 
*^ viction that this conduct of the Begum? did 

" not 
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** not proceed entirely from motives of self 
** defence j but as the Court of Directors seem 
*' to be of a different opinion, and conceive that 
^* there ought to be stronger proofs of the defec^ 
'* tion of the Begums than have been laid before 
'* them ; I think, that before we decide on their 
** orders, the late and present Resident at the 
" Vizier's court, and the commanding officers in 
" the Vizier's country, ought to be required to 
" collect and lay before the Board all the in- 
*• formation they can obtain, with respect to the 
** defection of the Begums during the troubles 
'< in Benares, and their present disposition to 
^^ the Company." 

Mr. Stables, September 9th, 1783, writes 
thus : ** The Court of Directors, by their 
•* letter of the 14th February 178S, seem not 
^^ to be satisfied with the disaffection of the 
'* Begums to this government, is sufficiently 
" proved by the evidence before them. I there- 
^* fore think that the late and present Resident 
^* and commanding officers in the Vizier's 
^* country at the time should be called upon 
^^ to collect what further information they can 
^* on the subject, in which the honour and 
^* dignity of the government is so materially 
«^ concerned, and that such information may be 
^* immediately transmitted to the Court of 
*« Directors.'^ 

When 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF WARREN HASTINGS^ ESQ. 81 

When questioned upon this subject at your 
Lordships' bar, he gives this evidence :—Q. What 
was your motive for proposing that investiga* 
tion ? — A* A letter from the Court of Directors ; 
I conceived it to be ordered by them. Q. Did 
you conceive the letter of the Court of Direc- 
tors positively to direct that inquiry ? — A. I did 
so certainly at the time» and I beg to refer to 
the minutes which expressed it. [A question 
was put to the same witness by a noble Lord :] 
Q. The witness has stated^ that at the time he 
haa mentioned, he conceived the letter from the 
Court of Directors to order an inquiry, and 
that it was upon that opinion that he regulated 
his conduct, ^nd his proposal for such inquiry^ 
I wish to know whether the expression at the 
time was merely casual, or am I to understand 
from it that the witness has altered his opinion 
of the intention of this letter since that time? — 
A* I certainly retain that opinion, and I wished 
the inquiry to go on. 

My Lords, you see that his colleagues so un- 
derstood it. You see that we so understood it, 
and still you have heard the Prisoner, after 
charging us with falsehood, insultingly tell us, 
we may go on as we please, we may go on in out 
own way. If your Lordships think that it was 
not a positive order: which Mr. Hastings was 
bound to obey, you will acquit him of the breach 

Voi,.XVL G of 
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of k. But it id a most siogular things am6Qg 
ail the astonishing circumstances of this case, 
that this man, who has heard, from the beginning 
to the end of his trial, breaches cf the Company's 
orders constantly charged upon him, — nay, I 
will venture to say, that there is not a single step 
that we have taken in this prosecution, or in 
observations upon evidence, in which we have 
not charged him with an avowed direct breach 
of the Company's order — you have heard it 
teki times this day,— in his defence before the 
Commons, he declares he did intentionally, in 
taaming Mr. Markham, break the Company's 
wders : it is singular, I say, that this man should 
now preteAd to be so sore upon this point. What 
is it now that makes him break through all the 
rules of common decency and common pro- 
priety, and shew all the burnings of guilt, upon 
being accused of the breach of one c£ the in«> 
numerable orders which he has broken ; of whieh 
he has avowed the breaking, and attem{>ted to 
justify himself a thousand times in die Com- 
pany's books, for having broken ? 

My Lords, <>ne of his owa body, one of the 
Council, has swoin at yooi bar, what he re- 
peatedly declared to be his cease of it. We 
consider it as one of die strongest orders tlmt 
can be given, because the reason of the order is 
added to it; the Directors declaring that if it 

sbdnld 
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skould dot be £>utid npon inquiry-^you see^ my 
Lords, it puts the very case— if you do not find 
such and such things, we sfaali consider the 
English honour wounded and stained, and we 
direct yon to mske reparation* There are, in 
ftct, two ofd^^ contained in tius letter, which 
we take to be equally strong and positive; and 
we charge him with the breach of both— namely, 
tibe order fbr inquiry, and the conditional order 
e/ restoring to the Begums their jaghires, or 
iMking satisfaction for them; and in case of 
ally i^rehension of reluctance in the NiU>ob, to 
bring them for security into the Company's ter- 
ritenes* T^e two last positive orders are pre-^ 
ceded by the supposition of an inquiry, which 
was to justify him either in the acts he had done 
or to justify him ift making restitutton* He did 
neither the one nor the other* . We aver that he 
disobeyed all tHese orders. And now let his 
impatietice break out again. 

Your Lofdshi|» imve seen, amongst the various 
pratences by which (his man has endeavoured to 
justify his various dedinquenoiesi that of fearing 
to oflfend the Nabob by the restomtioti of their 
jtgfaires to tfie Begums^ is onew Your Lordships 
will form your own judgment of the truth or 
^Usehood cf tfiis pretence, when you shall have 
beard the letter wbidi I riiall now read to you, 
written to Mr. Hastings by the Nabob himself 
o 2 Lettei 
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]L«etter from the Nabob Vizier td Mr. Hast-. 

ings, 25th February 1782- 

** You performed on every occasion towards. 

me, whatever was becoming of friendship ; I 

too have done whatever affection required and 

you commanded, and in future also> whatever 

may be your pleasure, there shall te no devi* 

ation therefrom, because whatever you direct 

is altogether for my benefit. The business for 

which I came to Fyzabad is beocxne settled by 

your favour ; particulars will become known 

to your wisdom from the writings of Mr. Mid-* 

dleton. I am grateful for your favours. If in 

these matters you sincerely approve me^ com? 

muTiicate it, for it wiU be a comfort to me» 

Having appointed my own aumils to the jag* 

hire of the Lady Mother, I have engaged to 

pay her cash. She has complied with my 

views. Her pleasure is, that afler receiving 

an engagement, he should deliver up the jagf 

hires. What is your plea«ire in diis matter ? 

If you command, it will comfort the Lady 

Mother giving her back the jaghire after I 

have obtained my views $ or I will have it 

under my aumil. I am obedient to your plea- 



sure. 



I* 



Your Lordships. liere see the Begum a sup- 
pliant to have her jaghire restored (after Altering 
into some engagement that might have been re- 
quired 
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t[uired of her,) and the Nabob, in a tone equally 
suppliant, expressing his consent^ at least, that 
her request should be Complied with, if the com- 
mand of Mr. Hastings could be procured^ My 
Lords, in order to save your Lordships' time^ 
and that I might not overload this business, I 
did not intend to have troubled you with any 
libservations upon this part of it ; but the charge 
of falsehood which the Prisoner at your bar has 
had the audacity to bring against us, has in- 
duced ttie to lay it more particularly before you* 
We have now done with it; but before we retire, 
your I/)rd8hips will permit me to recapitulate 
briefly the substance of what has now been 
urged respecting his conduct towards these 
miserable women. We accuse him of reiterated 
breaches of the orders of the Court of Directors, 
both in the letter and spirit of them, and of his 
contempt of the opinions which his colleagues 
in office had formed of them. We charge him 
with the aggravation of these delinquencies, by 
the oppression and ruin which they brought upon 
the faitaily of the Nabob, by the infraction of 
treaties, and by the disrepute which in his person 
was sustained by the government he represented, 
and by the stain left upon the justice, honour, 
and good faith of the English nation. We 
(Charge him with their &rther aggravation, by 
sundry false pretences alleged by him in justi- 
o 3 fication 
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fication <^ this coBduet» the pretended rehictanee 
of the Nabobs the f^ajr of ofifeAding bit9» the 
suggestion of the Begums having fQfgoittw an4 
foiigiven the wrongs they had aufib-edt and of th? 
danger of reviving their discontent hy any attew^ 
to redress them, and by his insolent laoguage^ 
that the majesty of justice with which he im^ 
fHidently invests himself, was only to be apr 
proached with solicitation. We have farthf^r 
stated* that the pretence thqt he was only oon* 
cerned in this business as an accessary, is equally 
false ; it being on the contrary notoiious, that 
the Nabob was the accesswy^ forced into the 
service, and a mere instrument in his Iwpd^ and 
that he and Sir Elijah Impey, (whose employ* 
ment in this business we stated as a farther 
aggravation,) were the authors and principal 
agents. And we farther contend, that each of 
these aggravations and pretences is itself, in 
&ct, and in its principle, a substantive crime* 

Your Lordships witnessed the insolence with 
which this man, stung to the quick by the recital 
of his crime, interrupted me; and you heard 
his recrimination of falsehood aganst us. We 
again avouch the truth of all and every word we 
have uttered, and the validity of every proof 
with which we have supported them. Let his 
impatience, I say, now again burst forth; he 
who feels so sensibly every thing that touches 

him, 
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him, and yet seeks for sm act of iDdeaciQity for 
his own atrocities, by endeavouring to make you 
believe, that the wrongs of a desolated family 
are, within one year, forgotten by them, and 
buried in obtivion. 

I trust, my Lords, that both his prosecutors 
and his judges witt evince that patience, which 
the Criminal wants. Justice is not to wait ta 
have its majesty approached with solicitation } 
we see that throne, in which rendes invisibly, 
but virtually, the Majesty of England ; we see 
your Lordships representing, in succession^ the 
juridical authority in the highest court in this 
kingdom, but we do not approach you with 
solicitation } we make it a petition of right ; we 
claim it ) we demand it. The right of seeking 
redress is not suppliant, even before the Majesty 
of England ; it comes boldly forward, and never 
thinks it offends its Sovereign, by claiming what 
is the right of all his people. 

We have now done with this business; a busi- 
ness as atrocious as any that is known in the 
history of mankind ; a business that has stained, 
throughout all ^&» the British character, and 
by which our fame for honour, integrity, and 
publick faith, has been forfeited; a business 
which has introduced us l;hroughout that country, 
as breakers of faith, destroyers of treaties, plun* 
derers of the weak and unprotected, and has 
ifiihonouredy and will for ever dishonour, the 

G 4 British 
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British name. . Your Lordships. have had all this 
in evidence. You have seen in what manner the 
Nabob, his country, his revenues, hb subjects, 
his mother, his family, his nobility, and all their 
fortunes, real and personal, have been disposed 
of by the Prisoner at your bar; and having seen 
this, you will, by the impatience of this criminal, 
estimate the patience of the unfortunate women 
ipto whose injuries he refused to inquire. What 
he would not do the Commons have done. They 
know that you have a feeling different from that 
which he manifested on this occasion ; they do 
not approach you suppliantly, but demand jus-^ 
tice ; they insist that as the Commons have done 
their part, your Lordships will perform yours. 

We shall next proceed to shew your Lordships 
how he acted towards another set of women, the 
women of the late Sujah Dowlah, and for whom 
the Directors had ordered a maintenance to be 
secured by an express trea;ty. You will see that 
he is cruel towards the weak sex, and to all 
others, in proportion as they are weak and pow-» 
erless to resist him. 

You will see, I say, when he had usurped the 
whole government of Oude, and brought it into 
a servile . dependence on himself, how these 
women fared, and then your Lordships will judge 
whether or not, and in what degree, he is cri- 
minal. 

[Adjourned, 
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TRIAL 

OP 

WARREN HASTINGS ESQ, 
THURSDAY, JUNE 12th, 1794. 

SEVENTH DAY OF THE REFLY. 

(MR. BURKE.) 
MY LORDS, 
^ITITHEN I had last the honour of addressing 
^ ^ your Lordships from this place, my ob- 
servations were principally directed to the unjust 
confiscation and seizure of the jaghires and 
treasures of the Begums, without previous accu* 
sation or trial, or subsequent inquiry into their 
conduct; in violation of a treaty made with them 
and guaranteed by the East India Company j — 
to the long imprisonment and cruel treatment of 
their ministers, and to the false pretences and 
abominable principles by which the Prisoner at 
your bar has attempted to justify his conduct* 

The several acts of violence and of oppression 
were, as we have shewn your Lordships, com* 
mitted with circumstances of aggravated atrocity 
highly disgraceful to the British name and cha^ 

racterf 
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racter; and particularly by his forcing the Nabob 
to become the means and instrument of reducing 
his mother and grwdlPOtber and their families 
to absolute want and distress. 

I have now to call your attention to his treat- 
ment of another bn^nch of this miserable family j 
the women and children of the late Nabob Sujah 
ul Dowlah. These persons were dependent upon 
the Begums } and| by the confiscation of their 
property, and by the ruin of various persons who 
would otherwise have contributed to their main- 
tenance, were reduced to the last extremity of 
indigence and want. Being left without the 
common neo^s^urie^ of life, they were driven to 
the necessity of breaking through all those local 
principles of 4ecorum> which constitute the cha* 
nacter of the female sqx in that part of the world; 
and, afler fruitless supplication^ and shrieks of 
famhiie^ they endeavoured to break the indosure 
of tihe pajace, and to foroe their way to the 
mark^t-plftce in order to beg for bread. When 
they ha4 thu9 boen forced to 3ttbiiut to the ex- 
tremity of disgrace and degradation, by exposing 
themselves to puhlick view with the starving 
children of their late sovereign the brothers and 
listers of the reigning Prince, they were, in this 
attempt, attacked by tbe sepoys armed with 
Uudgeons, and driven back by blows into the 
palace. 

My 
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My Lords, we have first laid before you tb^ 
$u£ferii]gs and diagrues of wom^n of ^e first diai 
tincftion in Asia j protected by their ra»k— pr<^ 
tected by tiieir sex-^protepted by tbeir neaif 
relation to the prioce of the cou»try-^protec;te4 
^ by two guar»ntees of the repiewptative of th9 
British goverwnent in India. We now comi? tq 
mother (da39 of women, who snared by th^ 
violent mij^propriation of the revenues of thci 
Nabob, by which their regular allowance was 
taken from them ) and your Lordshipft will findt 
that this man's crimeg^ at every step we tajoei 
fipen in guilt ; hi^ acts of positive injustice an? 
always aggravated by his conduct with regard tq 
the consequences of them, and form but a small 
part in the mass of oppression and tyranny» 
which we h^ve brought before you. 

My I/>rds^ the unjust aei^ure of the jaghire^ 
and treasures of the Begums, out of which 
those women were maintained* reduced them t9 
a state of indigence, and exppsed them not only 
to the sufierings which belong to the physical 
nature of man, but also to the indignitai^ which 
particularly afiected th^ sex and condition. 
But before I proceedi I will beg leave to restate 
to your Lordships, and recall to your memory who 
these women were. The Nabob Sujah Dowlah 
had but one legitimate wife } though the Mabor 
metan law admits of tins nuinher's being extended 

in 
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in certain cases even to four— -yet it is for the 
most part held disreputable, especially when a 
person is married to a woman of the first dis« 
tinctioh, to have more than one legitimate wife* 
Upon looking into the Hedaia your Lordships 
Ifirill see with what extreme rigour fornication is 
forbidden ; but we know that persons of high 
tank, by customs that supersede both religio" 
and laws, add to the number of their wives or 
substitute in their room wives of a subordinate 
description^and indulge themselves in this licence 
to an unlimited degree ; you will find in Char*' 
din's travels, where he treats of the subject of 
marriage, that such is the custom of all the 
princes of the East* The wives of this subor* 
dinate class, though they are in reality no better 
than concubines, and are subject to the power 
tod caprices of their lords, are yet allowed, in 
the eye of the severest moralists, to have some 
excuse for their frailty and their weakness ; and 
they accordingly always do find a degree of 
favour in this world, and become the object of 
particular protection. 

We know that Sujah ul Dowlah was a man 
unquestionably in his manners very licentious 
with regard to women, that he had a great num- 
ber of these women in his family ; and that his 
women and the women attendant upon the per* 
Sons of his favourites had increased to a very 

great 
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great Dumber. We know» that his sons amounted 
to twenty; or according to Mr. Hastings^s own 
account to nineteeti. Montesquieu supposes 
that diere are more females bom in the East 
than in the West* But be says this upon no 
good ground* We know by better and more 
r^^lar information concerning this matter, that 
the birth of 0iales and females in that country, 
is in the same proportion as it is here; and 
therefore if you suppose that he bad twenty 
sons, you may suppose. he had about nineteen 
daughters* By the customs of that country all 
these sons and daughtiers were considered as 
persons of eminent distinction, though inferiour 
to the legitimate children ; assuming the rank 
of their father, without considering the rank 
which their mother held. All these wives with 
their children, Imd all their female servants and 
attendants, amounting in the whole to about 
eight hundred persons, were shut up in what 
ihey ciall the : Khourd Mhal or lesser Palace^ 
This place is described by one of the witnesses 
tob^'i^ut as large as St. James's Square* Your 
Xiorcbhips have ^en told, that in other circam^ 
stances as. well as this, these women were con* 
jBidered as objects, of a great degree of respect, 
and <^. the greatest degree of protection. J refer 
your Xxurdsbips to the treaty by which their 

maintenance 
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tmmtenance \rai guwuiteed by the SDgUsk 
gKyvBtinnent* 

Itt order to let your LordriiipB see that I state 
hotfaing to you but what is supported not only 
by general faistory» ^Ich is enough to support 
an acccount of general manners, but by the par- 
ticular and peculiar opinions of a person best 
informed «f the nature of the case $ I will refer 
you to the Nabob himself, fat undoubtedly the 
Nabob of Oude, the Vizier of die empire, the 
Subadar of the Countrf, was most likely to be 
the best judge of what respect was due to the 
•women of his ftdier'ti family. I will therefore 
read to your Lordships, from his own letter% 
what the Nabd>*s <^inion was upon this 
tubjec^ 

Ettract of a letter from the Vitier, received 
ftSd of August 178^ :— '' I nevw fbund reMur ce 
^^ equal to the necsessary eitpenees. Brery year 
^ by taking from the ministei^ a&d setting the 
*^ articles of my Hatkhanna^ I with grtat 4is- 
^* tress transacted the business; but I oonld tiot 
^ tAe cate of my 4epeiideiitB, so that eome of 
*" my brothefft, from tiieir dlffleulties, aroneind 
^ di^Mrted) and the people of th^Kfoouid^^ 
*« of the kte Nawab, who are all my motheft, 
'' ^om theiri&tressei ant rodttoed to poverty 

*^ and 
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^ and involved in difficulties ; no man of rank 
^ is deficient in the care of his d^endentSt in 
** proportion to his ability/* 

Another letter from the Vizier^ received the 
«l8t July 1784 :--*» My brother, dear as life, 
** Saadit Ali Khan, has requested that I would 
*^ permit his mother to go and reside with him ( 
^ my friend, all the mothers of my brothers, and 
^^ die women of the late Nawab^ whom I respect 
^ as my own mothers, are here, and it is incum- 
^ bent u{>0D me to su{)pott them ; accordingly 
'* I do it, and it is improper that they should be 
*^ separated, nor do I approve it. By God^s 
^< Uessing and your kindness, I hope that all 
"^ the women of the late Nawab may remain 
^< here ; it is the wish also of my grandmother 
^ and my mother that they should/' 

Yottr Lordships now see in what degree of 
estimation the Nabob held these women. He 
regarded the wiv» of his father as his honouraiy 
mothers; he considers their chfldren as hk 
brethren ; he thiCiks it would be highly diriio«- 
ttonrable to his government, if t)ike x£ tiMn Ww 
taken out of the sanctuary in which ikey are 
pktced, and in which, he sayi^ the great ^ the 
country we obliged to maintain dieir d^etidentsw 
This is the account given 1^ the peifeon best ac^ 
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quainted with the usages of the country ; best 
acquainted with his own duties ; best acquainted 
with his own wishes. 

Now, my Lords, you will see in what light 
another person, the agent of a trading company, 
who designates himself under the name of Ma- 
jesty, and assumes other great distinctions, pre- 
sumes also to consider these persons; and in 
what contempt he is pleased to hold, what is 
respected, and what is held sacred in that coun- 
try. What I am now going to quote, is from 
the Prisoner's second defence. For I must re- 
mind your Lordships, that Mn Hastings has 
made three defences; one in the House of 
Commons ; another in the lobby of the House 
of Commons ; and a third at your Lordshipft* 
bar. The second defence, though delirered 
without name, to the Members in the lobby, of 
the House of Commons, has been proved at 
your Lordships' bar, to be written by himself. 
This lobby, this out-of-door defence, militate$ 
in some respects, as your Lordships will find» 
with the in-door defence; but it probably con- 
tains the real sentiments of Mr. Hastings him» 
aelf, delivered with a little more freeness when 
he geta into the open air, like the man who itM 
so vain of some silly plot he had hatched, that 
he told it to the hackney coachman, and every 
man he met iq the streets. 

He 
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He says, *^ Begums are the ladies of an eastern 
"Prince, but these women are also styled the 
" Ladies of the late Vizier, and their sufferings 
" are painted in such strong colours, that the un- 
" suspecting reader is led to mix the subjects 
" together, and to suppose that these latter too 
" were princesses of Oude j that all their suf- 
** ferings proceeded from some act of mine, or 
*• had the sanction of my authority or permission. 
** The fijct is, that the persons of the Khourd 
" Mahl (or little Seraglio) were young creatures 
" picked up wherever youth and beauty could 
" be found, and mostly purchased from amongst 
" the most necessitous and meanest ranks of 
*• the people, for the Nabob's pleasures.'^ In 
the in-door defence, he says, " The said women, 
" who were mostly persons of low condition, 
•* and the said children, if any such there were, 
*• lived in the Khourd Mahl, on an esta- 
** blishment entirely distinct from the said 
" Begums/' 

My Lords, you have seen what was the opinion 
of the Nabob, who ought to know the nature and 
circumstances of his father's palace, respecting 
these women ; you hear what Mr. Hastings's 
opinion is : and now the question is, whether 
your Lordships will consider these women in 
the same light in which the person does who 
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is most nearly connected with them, and most 
likely to know them, or in the way in which 
Mr. Hastings has thought proper, within doors 
and without doors, to describe them. Your 
Lordships will be pleased to observe, that he has 
brought no proof whatever of facts, which are so 
boldly asserted by him in defiance of proof to the 
contrary, totally at variance with the letter of the 
son of the man to whom these women belonged. 
Your Lordships, I say, will remark, that he has 
produced not one word of evidence, either within 
the House of Commons or the House of Peers, 
or in the lobby, or any where else, to verify any 
one word he has said. He slanders these women 
in order to lessen that compassion which your 
Lordships might have for the sufferings he in- 
flicted upon them. But admitting that some of 
these women were of a meaner condition, and 
that they derived nothing from their connexion 
with the dignity of the person by whom they had 
children, (and we know that in th^ whole they 
amounted to about fourscore children, the Nabob 
having a race like the Patriarchs of old, as 
many great persons in that part of the world 
still have :) Supposing I say all this to be true ; 
yet when persons are reduced from ease and 
affluence to misery and distress, they naturally 
excite in the mind a greater degree of com- 
passion by comparing the circumstances in which 
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they once stood, with those into which they are 
fUlen ; for famine, degradation and oppression, 
were famine, degradation and oppression to 
those persons, even though they were as mean 
as Mr. Hastings chooses to represent them. 
But I hope, as you will sympathize with the 
great on account of their condition, that you 
will sympathize with all mankind on the ground 
of the common condition of humanity, which 
belongs to us alt ; therefore I hope your Lordships 
will not consider the calumny of Mr. Hastings 
against those women, as any other than as an 
aggravation of his offence against them. That 
is the light in which the House of Commons 
considered it ; for they had heard, both his in- 
door and out-door defence, and they still per- 
severed in making the Charge, and do persevere 
in making it still. 

We have first stated what these women were ; 
in what light they stood with the Nabob ; in 
what light they stood with the country at large. 
I have now to state in what light they stood 
with the British government, previous to this 
invasion of their rights ; and we will prove they 
were the actual subjects of a guarantee by the 
Company. 

Extract from an Agreement made by Mr. 
Middleton, to all the particulars of which he 

H 2 engages 



Digitized by 



Google 



100 SP£^ECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

engages to procure a treaty from the Nabob 
Azoph ul Dowlah after his arrival, and that he. 
will also sign it, as follows : — 

" First, that whenever the Begum shall choose 
'^ to go to Mecca, she shall be . permitted 
*• to go.'' 

'' Second, that when the Nabob shall arrive, 
" I (Mr. Middieton) will procure suitable al- 
** lowances to be made to the ladies of the 
** Zenana and the children of the late Nabob 
<* Sujah ul Dowlah, and take care that they 
" are paid." 

<^ Third, that the festivals, (Shaddee) and 
" marriages of the children of the late Nabob 
*^ Sujah ul Dowlah, shall be at the disposal of 
" the Begum ; whenever she thinks proper she. 
** shall marry them j and whatever money shall 
^^ be necessary for these expences, shall be paid 
« by the Nabob." 

** Fourth, that the Syer of Coda Gunge and 
^^ Ally Gunge shall be retained by the Begum 
" as heretofore." 

«* Fifth, that I (Mr. Middieton) will, upon the 
** arrival of the Nabob, procure Vizier Gunge 
<* and the garden of Sepoy dand Khan, or their 
«* equivalent, for the Begum." 

" Sixth, that I (Mr. Middieton) will en- 
«< deavour to obtain from the Nabob the sum of 
•< 1,150,000 rupees on account of the purchase, 
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•* of Metchee Bohaun, and the house of Sa^ 
** hebjee and the fort of the Gossira, with the 
" land and garden and the barraderry on 
*^ the banks of Goomply, and bazar and 
*' garden of the house of Mahnarain and the 
" house of Beng Peofand at Lucknow j all of 
** which the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah has as- 
*' Slimed possession of." 

' ** Seventh, that I will settle with the Nabob 
*• the allowances to be made in ready money to 
'^ the ladies of Zenana and others specified, in 
** the following amount :" — Total 17 lacks 250 
rupees per month. 

" Eighth, upon the arrival of the Nabob 
" Azoph ul Dowlah Bahadre, I will endeavour 
** with all my influence to settle the monthly 
** allowances of Mohrum Ally Khan and Mah- 
*• mud Eltifant Khan, &c. the attendants of the 
" Begums." 

" Ninth, that if the Begum shall go to Mecca, 
** she shall leave her mahals and jaghires to 
** the B^gum, the mother of Azoph ul Dowlah, 
" who shall remit the revenues thereof to the 
*• Burree Begum ; no one shall prevent her en- 
" joying her jagliires." 

Now, my Lords, we will read the copy of an 
Engagement under the seal of the Nabob Azoph 

H 3 ul 
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pl Dowlah, and under the seal and signature in 
English, of Mr, Middleton, as follows : — 

" First, I, who am the Nabob Azoph ul 
*< Dowlah Bahadre, do agree, that the jaghires 
*< and the ginges and monthly allowance of the 
" officers and servants, and of the ladies of the 
*^ Zenana and of those specified in the accounts 
** annexed, shall be at the disposal and under 
•♦ the management and authority of the Begum, 
*^ and no one shall oppose or prevent it; this 
*^ I will punctually observe. In this agreement 
*< Mr. Middleton and the English are engaged/^ 

** Second, whenever the Begum may choose 
" to go to Mecca I will not oppose it/* 

" Third, whenever the Begum should go to 
** Mecca, she shall leave her lands, jaghires, &c. 
" either in the care of my mother or of mej and 
'< I will procure bills for the amount of their 
*' revenues, and send them to her ; no one shall 
" oppose this/* 

** Fourth, the Begum shall have authority 
** over all the ladies of her Zenana, ..she shall 
** let them remain with me and not let them go 
** any where without my permission, or keep 
** them with her/* 

^* Fifth, the jaghires Coda Gung and Ally 
<* Gunge, &c. with the mahal and syer beloi^- 
'* ing to the Begum and made over^ shall remain 
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'* as heretofore in her possession. — Total 14,460 
^* rupees per month/* 

*^ Eighth^ the Begutn has authority over the 
** ladies and attendailts of the Zenana ; neither 
" myself nor any one else will oppose it" 

** Ninth, the Begum (my grandmother) shall 
^* have the authority in all festivals, and in the 
** marriage of the children of the late Nabob 
*' Sujah ul Dowlah, and with the consent of my 
'* mother and myself, shall regulate them ; ex- 
'^ cepting in the festivals (Shadee,) the authority 
*f is mine." 

** The English are guarantees to the above 
^* engagements, so long as the Begum shall 
" exist." 

Your Lordships will observe something here 
worthy of your notice. You will first perceive, 
that the very treaty in which Mr. Hastings, by 
his representative Mr. Middleton, was a party 
concerned, supposes that the Nabob Sujah ul 
Dowlah had other children besides the reigning 
prince by his sole legitimate wife ; and yet Mr. 
Hastings in his defence has thought proper, with 
a full knowledge of that circumstance, to doubt 
whether there were any other children. You 
next see, that these women have Mr. Middle- 
ton's (that is, Mr. Hastings's) guarantee for the 
allowance which are made and settled upon 
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them, and for the maintenance of their attend- 
ants, for the security and enjoyment of their 
own possessions, for their having a law officer 
of high rank, a moulavre of their own. In short' 
there is a regular establishment formed for all 
these women ; they are not separated as a part 
distinct from the Begums; but they are put, 
by this very guarantee, entirely under their 
management; the maintenance of the children 
is secured, the whole order and economy of their 
establishment is delivered entirely to the Begum 
the grandmother, and the Begum the mother of 
the Nabob. 

My Lords, you see that all these arrangements 
have the solemn guarantee of the Company, and 
that these women form a very considerable part 
of that guarantee ; and therefore your Lord- 
ships will not treat their sufferings, inflicted in 
violation of the Company's own settlement and 
guarantee, as a matter of no consideration for 
you. But to proceed— 

We have proved to your Lordships, that the 
Nabob was reduced to a state of the greatest 
possible misery and distress ; that his whole re- 
venue was sequestered into the hands of Mr. 
Hastings's agents ; that by the Treaty of Chunar 
he was to be relieved from the expence of a 
body of troops, with which he had been burdened 
without his own voluntary consent ; nay more,- 
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the temporary brigade which Mr, Hastings pro- 
posed to take off, but kept on ; which he con- 
siders not only as a great distress to his finances, 
but a dreadful scourge and calamity to his 
country ; there was a whole pension list upon 
it, with such enormous pensions as 18,000/* a 
year to Sir Eyre Coote, and other pensions that 
Mr. Hastings proposed to take off, but did not. 
That in proportion as the Nabob's distress in- 
creased, Mr. Hastings's demands increased too ; 
he was not satisfied with taking from him for the 
Company, but he took from him for himself; he 
demanded six hundred thousand pounds as a 
loan, when he knew he had neither money nor 
credit. 

The consequence of these acts of violence 
was, that these people, besieged by the English 
troops, and deprived of every resource, even of 
the funds of charity, by which the protectors of 
the family, male and female, might have re- 
lieved them, but which the cruel rapacity of 
Mr. Hastings had either entirely taken away, or 
greatly diminished, were reduced to the last ex- 
tremity of distress. 

After the length of time which has eli^psed 
since we first brought these matters, with their 
proofs, I shall beg leave, before you go to 
judgment, to refresh your memory with a recital 
of a part of that evidence ; in order that your 
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Lordships may again fully and distinctly com- 
prehend the nature and extent of the oppres- 
sion^ cruelty, and injustice committed by Mr* 
Hastings, and by which you may estimate the 
punishment you will inflict upon him. 

Letter from Captain Leonard Jaques to 
Richard Johnson, Esq. resident at the 
Vizier's Court ; March 6th, 1782. 

" Sir, — The women belonging to the Kbourd 
" Mahl complain of their being in want of every 
" necessary of life, and are at last drove to that 
** desperation, that they at night get on the top 
^* of the Zenana, make a great disturbance, and 
*^ last night not only abused the centinels posted 
•* in the gardens, but threw dirt at them ; they 
" threatened to throw themselves from the 
*< walls of the Zenana, and also to break out of 
** it. Humanity obliges me to acquaint you 
" of this matter, and to request to know if you 
^< have any direction to give me concerning it. 
** I also beg leave to acquaint you, I sent for 
^^ Lata^t Ali Khan the cojah who has the charge 
** of them, who informs me, their complaint is 
^* well grounded, that they have sold every 
f^ thing they had, even to the clothes from their 
^< backs, and now have no means of existing ; 
^* enclosed, I transmit you a letter firom Mona- 
•« tall on the subject/* 

Letter 
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Letter from Captain Jaques to Richard 
Johnson, Esq. March 7th, 1782. 

" Sir, — I beg leave to address you again 
" concerning the women in the Khourd Mahl j 
** their behaviour last night was so furious that 
** there seemed the greatest probability of their 
" proceeding to the utmost extremities, and 
** that they would either throw themselves from 
" the walls, or force the doors of the Zenana. 
" I have made every inquiry concerning the 
" cause of their complaints, and find from La- 
" taffit Ali Khan, that they are in a starving 
^* condition, having sold all their clothes and 
" necessaries, and now have not wherewithal 
<< to support nature ; and as my instructions are 
^^ quite silent upon this head, should be glad 
" to know how to proceed in case they were to 
** force the doors of the Zenana ; as I suspect 
" it will happen, should no subsistence be very 
** quickly sent to them.'* 

Letter from Major Gilpin to John Bristow, 
Esq. Resident at the Court of Lucknow ; 
30th October 1782. 

** Last night, about eight o'clock, the women 
^^ in the Khourd Mahl Zenana, under the chaise 
*** of Lataffit Ali Khan, assembled on the tops 
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** of the buildings, crying in a most lamentable 
** manner for food ; that for the last four days 
" they had got but a very scanty allowance, 
** and that yesterday they had got none. The 
** melancholy cries of famine are more easily 
" imagined than described ; and from their re- 
** presentations, I fear that the Nabob's agents 
" for that business are very inattentive. I there- 
" fore think it requisite to make you acquainted 
** with the circumstance, that his Excellency 
*^ the Nabob may cause his agents to be more 
" circumspect in their conduct to these poor 
** unhappy women." 

Letter from Mr. Bristow to Major Gilpin ; 
Fyzabad, 4th November 1782. 

" Sir, — I have received your letters of the 
" 12th, 19th, 27th, and 30th ultimo. I com- 
** municated the contents of that of the 30th to 
*' the minister, who promised me to issue orders 
^* for the payment of a sum of money to relieve 
^< the distress of the Khourd MahL I shall also 
" forward a bill for 10,000 rupees to you in 
" the course of three or four days ; and if in 
** the mean time you may find means to supply 
'* to the amount of that sum, I will become 
" personally responsible to you for the repay- 
*< inent.** 

Letter 
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Letter from Major Gilpin to John Bristow, 
Esq. at the Court of Lucknow j Fyzabad, 
15th November 1782. 

" Sir, — The repeated cries of the women in 
'^ the Khourd Mahl Zenana for subsistence, 
" have been truly melancholy. They beg most 
" piteously for liberty, that they may earn their 
" daily bread by laborious servitude, or be re- 
** lieved from their misery by immediate death. 
** In consequence of their unhappy situation, 
** I have this day taken the liberty of drawing 
'^ on you in favour of Ramnarain at ten days 
" sight, for twenty son Kerah rupees, ten thou- 
" sand of which I have paid to Cojah Lataffit 
" Ali Khan, . under whose charge that Ze- 
•* nana is/* 

These, my Lords, are the state of the dis- 
tresses in the year 1782 ; and your Lordships 
will see that they continued almost, with only 
occasional reliefs, during the period of that 
whole year. Now we enter into the year 1783, 
to shew you that it continued during the whole 
time ; and then I shall make a very few remarks 
upon it. 

I will now read to your Lord^ips a part of 
Mr. Holt's evidence, by which it is proved that 
Mn Hastings was duly advertized of all these 
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miserable and calamitous circumstances : — 
** Q. Whether you saw a letter of intelligence 
from Fyzabad, containing a relation of the treat- 
ment of the women in the Khourd^ Mahl ? — 
A.. Yes, I did, and translated it. Q. From 
whom did it come? — A. Hoolas Roi. Q. Who 
was he ? — A. An agent of the Resident at Fy- 
zabad, employed for the purpose of transmitting 
information to the Resident. Q. Was that 
pi^>er transmitted to Mr. Hastings ? — A. To the 
best of my recollection it was transmitted to the 
Board, after I had attested it. Q. Do you re- 
member at what distance of time after the re- 
ceipt of the intelligence respecting the distresses 
of the Khourd Mahl, that paper was transmitted 
to Calcutta? — A. I cannot say. Q. Do you 
believe it was transmitted within ten months 
after the time it was received? — A. I under- 
stood it to be a letter received just before it was 
transmitted. Q. Then you understand it was 
transmitted as soon as received ? — A. Tes, in the 
course of three days. Q. Can you bring to 
your mind the time at which the translation 
was made? — A. To the best of my recollection 
it was in January 1784. Q. Whether the dis- 
tresses that had been complained of had ceased 
for above a twelvemonth before the distresses of 
the Khourd Mahl i — A. I understood they were 
new distresses. Q. Then you state that that 
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account transmitted in 1784 was, as you under- 
stand, an account of n^w distresses? — A. Yes/* 

I shall now refer your Lordships to page 899 
of your printed minutes : — [The Managers for 
the Commons acquainted the House, that they 
would next readjthe pi^er of intelligence which 
had been authenticated by Mr. Holt, in his 
evidence at the bar, relative to the miserable 
situation of these women, which they meant to 

bring home to Mr. Hastings:] An Extract 

of a Consultation of the 17th February 1784. — 
At a Council ; present. The Honourable War- 
ren Hastings, Esq. Governor General, President; 
Edward Wheeler and John Stables, Esqrs. Mr. 
Macpherson absent from the Presidency for the 
benefit of his health ; The following letter and 
its enclosures were received from Mr. Bristow 
on the 8th instant, and circulated : — ^* Honour- 
*^ able Sir, and Gentlemen : — I have the honour 
*' to forward for your further information, the 
*^ Enclosure No. 3 ; it contains a relation of the 
^* hardships endured by the ladies of the late 

Vizier Zenana." — Signed John Bristow. 

Translation of a Paper of intelligence from 
Fyzabad. 

'* The ladies, their attendants and servants, 
were still as clamorous as last night ; Lataffit 
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^* the daroga went to them, and remonstrated 
" with them on the impropriety of their con- 
^^ duct, at the same time assuring them, that 
** in a few days all their allowances would be 
'^ paid, and should that not be the case he 
" would advance them ten days subsistence, 
" upon condition that they returned to their 
*^ habitations ; none of them however consented 
" to his proposal, but were still intent upon 
*^ making their escape through the bazar, and 
** in consequence formed themselves in the fol- 
" lowing order:— The children in the front, 
'* behind them the ladies of the Seraglio, and 
** behind them again their attendants ; but their 
" intentions were frustrated, by the opposition 
" which they met with from Lataffit*s sepoys. 
•* The next day LataflSt went twice to the 
^* women, and used his endeavours to make 
** them return into the Zenana, promising to 
^' advance them ten thousand rupees, which 
*^ upon the money being paid down, they agreed 
^* to comply with ; but night coming on, no* 
^* thing transpired. 

" On the day following, their clamours were 
^* more violent than usual; Lataffit went to 
" confer with them on the business of yester- 
^' day, offering the same terms, depending upon 
" the fidelity of his promises, they consented 
** to return to their iqiartments, which they 
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** accordingly did, except two or three of* the 
** ladies, and most of their attendants ; Lataflit 
*-* went then to Hoshmund Ali Khan, to con- 
^^ suit with him about what means they should 
•• take J they came to a resolution of driving 
** them in by force, and gave orders to their 
** sepoys to beat any one of- the women who 
*' should attempt to move forward ; the sepoys 
^' accordingly assembled, and each one being 
" provided with a bludgeon, they drove tibem, 
^^ by dint of beating, into the 2^nana ; the 
•* women, seeing the treachery of Lataflit, pro- 
** ceeded to throw stones and bricks at the 
** sepoys and again attempted to get out, but 
*' £nding that impossible from the gates being 
*' shut, they kept up a continual discharge till 
^^ about twelve o'clock, when finding their situa- 
•• tion desperate, they returned into the Rung 
*' Mahl, and forced their way from thence into 
*' the palace, and dispersed themselves about 
" the house and gardens. After this they were 
** desirous of getting into the Begum's apart- 
^* ments, but she, being apprized of their inten- 
" tions, ordered the doors to be shut ; in the 
^< mean time Lataffit and Hoshmund Ali Khan 
<< posted justices to secure the gates of the les- 
** ser Mahl. During the whole of this conflict, 
'* the ladies and women remained exposed to 
" the view of the sepoys. 
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*\ The PeguQfi then sent for Latoffit and 
" Hoshmund AH Khan> whom she wv^erely 
'' repripianded> and insiated upoQ knowing the 
*' cause of this infamous behaviour ; they pleaded 
'' iq their defence the impossibility of helping 
'* it, as. the treatment the wom^^n had met with 
^* had only been conformable to his {Excellency 
^* the Vizier's orders. The Begum ^alleged, 
** that even admittiqg that the Nabob had given 
" th^e orders, they were by no mean? autho- 
'' rizfd in this manner to disgrace the family of 
\* Sujah Dowlah, and should they not receive 
*^ their allowances for a day or two, it could 
*/ b^ of no great moment) what had passed 
'< wa9 now at an end, but that the Vizier should 
^* certainly be acquainted with the whple of the 
*.^ affair, and that whatever be dii;ected» she 
*' should implicitly comply with- The Begum 
** tb^n^sent for two of the children who were 
<' wounded in the affi-ay of la$t night, and after 
*'* ««Kleavouriog to sooth them, die again sent 
'< to Lataffit and Hoshmund Ali Khan, and in 
" the presence of the children again expressed 
*'* her disapprobation of their conduct, and the 
^' improbability of Assoph ul Dowlah's suffering 
^' the ladies and cbiklveii of $ujah Dowlah to 
** be diagramed by being exposed to the view q£ 
^* the s^[K>ys; upon which Latafiit produced 
** the letter from the Nabob, representing that 

he 
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'< he waa amenable only to tiie order of his 
<< Excellency^ and that whatever he ordered it 
'^ was his duty to obey ; and that had the ladies 
<< tboQght prq>er to have retired quietly to 
^* their apartments, he would not hafve used the 
'* m^ans he had taken to compel theai« The 
'^ Begum agtttin observed, that whdt had paisod; 
u ^^ Q^^ ^y^ 3^^ f^^ gg^y^ ^ children 

'^ 400 rupees and dismissed them^ and sent 
'* word by Sunrud and the other eunuch^ that 
'* if the ladies would peadeably retire to their 
** apartments^ Lataffit would supply them with 
** three or four thousand rupees for their pre- 
^' sent expences, and recoitiftieQdid them not 
^' to incur any further disgrace; tod that if 
« they did not think proper to act agreeably to 
*^ her difectio«s, they would do wrcfng. The! 
'* ladies follow^ her advice, and abottt faen at 
" t%ht went back to the^ Zeoina. The next 
*^ morning the B^um watted upon the ntother 
'* of Sujidi Dowlah, and related to her aU the 
'* ch-cumstoncesof the disturbance) the mother 
'' of Snjah Dowlah returned for answer, that 
^ after there being no accounts kept by crcwes 
** of revenue, she was not surprised that the 
'* family of Sujah Dowlah, in their endeavours 
'^ to procure subsistence, should be <^liged to 
** expose themselves to the mean^t of the peo- 
** pie. After bewailing their misfortunes and 

1 2 shedding 
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*' shedding many tears, the B^^m took her 
« leave and returned home/' 



As a proof of the extremity of the distress 
which reigned in the Khourd Mahl» your Lord- 
ships have been told, that these women must 
have perished through famine, if their gaolers. 
Captain Jaques and Major Gilpin, had not raised 
money upon their own credit, and supplied them 
with an occasion^ relief; and therefore when 
they talk of his peculation, of his taking but a 
bribe here and a bribe there, see the consequences 
of his system of peculation, see the consequeface 
of a usurpation which extinguishes the natural 
authority of the country, see the consequences 
of a clandestine correspondence that does not 
let the injuries of the country come regularly 
before the authorities in Oude, to relieve it; 
consider the whole mass of crimes, and then 
consider the sufferings that have arisen incon- 
sequence of it. 

My Lords, it was not corporal pain alone 
that these miserable women suffered. The un- 
satisfied cravings of hunger, and the blows of 
the sepoys bludgeons, could touch only the 
physical part of their nature. But, my Lords, 
men are made of two parts; the physical part 
and the moral. The former he has in common 
with the brute creation. Like theirs, our cor- 
poreal 
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poreal pains are very limited and temporary. 
But the sufferings which touch our moral nature, 
have a wider range, and are infinitely more acute, 
driving the sufierer sometimes to the extremities 
of despair and distraction. Maii, in his moral 
nature, becomes, in his progress through life, a 
creature of prejudice— a creature of opinions — 
a creature of habits, and of sentiments growing 
out of them* These form our second nature, as 
inhdl)itants of the country and members of the 
society in which Providence has placed us. 
This sensibility of our moral nature is far more 
acute in that sex, which I may say, without any 
compliment, forms the better and more virtuous 
part of mankipd ; and which is at the same time 
the least protected from the insults aod outrages 
to which this sensibility exposes them. This is a 
new source of feelings that often make corporal 
4iistre8s doubly felt; and it has a whole class 
of distresses of its own. These are the things 
that have gone to the heart of the Commons. 

We have stated first, the sufferings of the 
Begum, Bxtd secondly the sufferings of the two 
thousand womeRf I believe they are not fewer in 
number, that belong to them, and are dependent 
upon them, and dependent upon their well* 
being. We have stated to you, that the Court 
of Directors were^hocked and astonished when 
1 3 they 
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they received the account of Ae first, l>efone 
they hid heard the secoiML We have proved 
they desired him to redress the former, if, upon 
inquiry, he found that his original suspicions 
conoeming their conduct weie ill founded. 
He has declared here that he did not consider 
these as orders. Whether they were orders or 
^ot, could any thing have been more pressing 
upon all the duties and all the sentiments of 
man than at least to do what was just, that is, 
to make sudi an inquiry as in die result, might 
justify his acts, or have entitled them to redress ? 
Not one trace of inquiry or redress do we find, 
-except we suppose, as we hear nothing aftar this 
of the fiunine, that Mr* BristoWr who seems to 
be a man of humanity, did so eflfectually inter- 
pose, that they should no longer depend for the 
safety of iheir honeur on the bludgeons of the 
sepoys, by vduch alone it seems they were de- 
fended irom the profane view of the vulgar, lund 
which we must state as a matter q£ great aggra- 
vaticm in this case. 

The Counsel on the other side say that all 
this intelligence oomes in an anonymous paper 
without date, transmitted from a newspaper 
writer at Fysabad. This is the contempt with 
which they treat this serious paper sent to Mr. 
Hastings himself by official authority; l^ Hoolais 
I Roi, 
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Roi, who wati the newswriter at Fyzabad ; the 
person appointed to convey authentick intelii- 
gcnce concerning the dtate of it to the Resident 
at Lncknow. The Resident received it as such ^ 
he traMiBitted it to Mr. Hastings and it was 
not till this hour^ tifl the Counsel were instrndted 
(God forgive them fbr obe^^ing sudfa instructions) 
to treat tiiese things with ridicule, that we have 
heard this Hoolas Roi ealkd a common news- 
writer of anonymous information, and the like. 
If the iaforraation had come in any \^ay the least 
authentick, instead of coming in a m^tkjAet the 
■lost authentick in which it was possible to come 
to Mr*^ Hntings — ht was boan^ by every feeling 
of homaaaitj, Bverj pviliciple of regard to his own 
ftooonr and hss employer's, to see whether H WeA 
tme or falser if false to reAite it^ if^ tru^ t6 
afford redress: he has done neither. Thepefore 
we chargie him with being the cause; we chairge 
upon faim the consequences, witb aU the aggraVa^ 
tidu attending them; and we calt both upon 
jnslice and huMianity for redress^ as far as it cati 
be afibrded to these peofitr and fbt the severest 
pnnishments which your Lordships can inflict 
vpon the author of thete evil». If iniMead of 
the maas of crimes that we have brought before 
you, tlxB singly had been charged upon the 
Prisoner, i iritt say- that it h a greater crime, 
than any man has ever been impea(ihed i^ 

I if before 
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b^ore the House of Lords, from the first records 
of Parliament to this houn 

I need not remind your Lordshifis of one 
particular circumstance in this cruel outrage* 
No excuse or pretence, whatever is brought 
forward in its justification. With respect to the 
Begums, they have been charged with rebellion} 
but who had accused the miserable inhabitants 
of the Khourd Mahl of rebellion or rebellious 
designs? What hearsay is there even against 
them of it? — No; even the persons permitted 
by Mr. Hastings to rob and destroy the country, 
and who are stated by him to have been so 
employed; not one of that legion of locusts 
which he had sent into the country to eat up 
and devour the bread of its inhabitants ; and 
who had been the cause, both of the famine 
itself, and <^ the inability of the Begums to 
struggle with it ; none of these pe^e» I say,- 
ventured even a hearsay about these woihen. 

Were the sufierers few? There were eight 
hundred of them, besides children. Were they 
persons of any rimk and consequence? We are! 
told that they were persons of considerable rank 
and distinction, connected with, and living under 
the protection of women of the first rank in 
Asia. Were they persons not deserving pity ? 
We know that th^y werei innocent women wd 
children, not accused, and unsuspected of any 

crime. 
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crime. He has taken into his head, to speak 
contemptuously of these women o£ the Khourd 
Mahl : but your Lordships will ccmsider both 
descriptions generally with some respect; and 
where they are not objects of the highest re- 
spect, they will be objects of your compassion. 
Youc Lordships, by your avenging justice, will 
rescue the name of the British government from 
the foulest disgrace which this man has brought 
upon it* 

An account of these transactions, as we have 
proved by Mr* Holt's evidence, was r^ularly 
transmitted and made known to him. But why 
do I say made known to him ? — Do not your 
Lordships know that Oude was his, that he 
treated it like his private estate, that he managed 
it in all its concerns as if it were his private 
demesne; that the Nabob dared not do a single 
act without him ; that he had a Resident there 
nominated by himself, and forced upon the 
Nabobs in defiance of the Company^s orders? 
yet notwithstanding all this, we do not find a 
trace of any thing done to relieve t^e aggravated 
distresses of these unfortunate people. 

These are some of the consequences of that 
abominable system, which, in defiimce of the 
laws of his country, Mr. Hastings established in 
Oude ; he knew every thing there, he had spies 
upon his regular agents, aiid spies again upon 

them* 
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them. We can prove, (indeed be hts hnmelf 
proved,) that besides hb correspondence with 
iiie avowed agents Major Pahnelr and Major 
Davj» he had secret correqKmdence witha whole 
bost of agents and pcyMioners^ who did and 
must have informed him of eveij circumstance 
of these afiairs* But if he had never beea in- 
formed of it at all, the Commons contend, and 
verj well and justly contend, that he who usurps 
the government of a country, who extinguishes 
the authority of its native sovereign, and places 
in it instruments of his own, and that in defiance 
of those whose orders he waa bound to obey, is 
responsible for every thing that was done in the 
country* We do charge him with these acts of 
ddinqueociea and omissiDos, we declare Uat re- 
spODs&fe for them ; and we call for youx Lord- 
ship's judgment upod these outrages againat 
humanity, as cruel perhapa as ever were suiered 
in any country. 

My Lords, if there is a spark of manhood, if 
there ia in your breasts the least feeling for oar 
cimunofi humanity, and especially for the of- 
ferings and distresses of tiiat part of human 
nstture which is made by ita peculiar conititution 
more quick and senaible^ — If, I say, there ka 
trace eif this m yottr breasts, if you are yet aliv<e 
to sucb feeliogs^ it m iniqiossiUe that yoa should 
not joih with tbe dommona cf Great Britaan, in 

feeling 
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feeling the utmost degree of indigimtion against 
the AMU who waa die guilty came of this a^ciH 
mubted distress. You see women, whom we 
have proved to b@ of respectable rank and con* 
dition, estposed to what, is held to be the last of 
indignities in that country, the view of a base, 
insulting, ridiooling, or pet^ps vainly pit3ring 
pefHilace. You have belbre you the first women 
in Asisi who consider their honour as joined 
with that of these people, weeping and bewail- 
ing the calamities of their bouse. You have 
seen, that in this misery and distress the sons 
of the Nabob were involved^ and that two of 
them were wounded in an attempt to escape; 
md yet this man has had the impudenee to de- 
dare his doubts of the Nabob's having had any 
children in the place; though the account of 
what was going on had been regularly trans- 
mitted to him. After this, what is there in bis 
conduct that we can wonder at ? 

My Lords, the maintenance of these women 
had been guaranteed by the Company, but it 
was doubly guaranteed under the great seal of 
humanity. The conscience of every man, and 
more especially of the great and powerflil, is the 
keeper of that great seal, and knows what Is 
due to its authority. For the violation of both 
these guarantees, without even the vain and 
frivolous pretence of a rebellion, and for all its 

consequences, 
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consequences, Mr. Hastings is answen^le } and 
he will not escape your justice by those miserable 
excuses which he has produced to the Court of 
Directors, and which he has produced here in 
his justification. My (Lords, that justification 
we leave with your Lordships. 

We now proceed to another part of our 
Charge, which Mr. Hastings has not thought 
proper to deny, but upon which we shall beg 
leave to make a few observations. You will 
iirst hear read to you, from the 17th Article of 
our Charge, the subject matter to which we now 
wish to call your attentiQU, 

*^ That in or about the month of March 
" 1783, three of the said brothers of the Na- 
" bob, namely, Myrza Hyder Ally, Myrza 
" Imay ul Ally, and Myrza Syof Ally, did 
" represent to the said Bristow, that they were 
*' in distress for dry bread and clothes ; and in 
*' consequence of such representation, were re- 
[* lieved by the intervention of the said Bristow ; 
** but soon after the deputation of the said 
" Warren Hastings, toOude, in the year 1784; 
** that is to say, sometime in or about^ the 
•• month of September, in the said year 1784, 
" the said Myrza Hyder Ally, one of the three 
^' princes aforesaid, did fly to the province of 
** Benares^ and did remain there in great dis- 
tress i 
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** tress ; and that although the said Warren 
^* Hastings did write to the said Nabob an ac- 
** count of the aforesaid circumstances, in cer- 
*' tain loose, light, and disrespectful expressions 
•• concerning the said Myrza Hyder Ally, he 
^* did not, as he was in duty bound to do, in 
** anywise exert that influence which he ac- 
** tually and notoriously possessed over the mind 
*^ of the said Nabob, for the relief of the said 
^* prince, the brother of the said Nabob ; but 
** without obtaining any satisfactory and spe- 
** cific assurances, either from the said Nabob, 
*' or the said minister, the said Warren Hastings 
** did content himself with advising the said 
** prince to return to his brother the said 
" Nabqb." 

The answer of Mn Hastings to that fart of 
the seventeenth Article, states : — " And the 
** said Warren Hastings says, that in or about 
** the month of July, in the year 1783, a paper 
** was received enclosed in a letter to the Go- 
" vernour General and Council from Mr. 
" Bristow, purporting to be a translation of a 
" letter from three brothers of thp said Vizier, 
" in which they did represent themselves to be 
*^ in distress for dry bread, and clothes ; but 
" whether such distress actually existed, and 
** was relieved by the said Bristow, the said 
" Warren Hastings cannot set forth." 

"And 
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** And the said Wftiten Hastings further 
^^ says, that ^me time m the month of Septem^ 
** ber 1784» the said Warren Hastings being 
^* then at Benares, did receive information that 
*^ Myrza Hyder Ally was arrived there, and the 
<< said Warren. Hastings, not knowing before 
'* that time that there was any such person^ 
•* did write to the Nabob Vizier^ to the purport 
•* or eficfct following : — * A few d^s I learned 
** that a person called Myrza Hyder AUy was 
<< arrived at Benares, and called himself a son 
*^ of the deceased Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, and 
*^ I was also told that he came from Fytabad ; 
^^ as I did not know whether he left Fyzabad, 
•* with or without your consent, I therefore did 
" not pay him much attention, and I now 
** trouble you to give me every information on 
** the subject, how he came here, imd what 
*^ your intentions are about him j he remains 
^* here in great distress, and I therefore wish to 
" know your sentiments/ *' 

'^ And the said Warren Hastings further 
^^ says, that having received an answer from the 
<< said Vizier, he did, on or about the 13th 
^^ of October 1784, enclose the same in a letter 
^^ to the said Myrza, of which letter the follow*- 
" ing is a copy : — * An answer is arrived to 
*^ what I wrote on your account to the Nabob 
*^ Vizier, which I enclose to you } having read 
" it, you will send it back. I conceive you had 

" better 
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" better ^o to the N^tbcdi Vizier's preseuce, 
" who will QtrtmAy afford you protection and 
*' aifistance. I will write what fe proper to 
" catfry you to the Nabob, and it will in every 
'[ respect be for your good ; whatever may be 
<< your intitiitioQ on this head, you will write 
'' to me/ " 

'V And the aaid Warren Hastings submits^ 
*! that it was no part of his duty as Governour 
^^ Generdy to interfere with the said Vizier, on 
** behalf of the said Myrza ; or to obtain from 
'^ the said Vizier , any specifick assurances on 
" the subjccL*' 

CoottQuation of the seventeenth Article of the 
Cbarge : — ** That in order to avoid famine at 
" hotne, another of the Nabob's brothers, by 
^^ name Myrza Jungli^ was under the necessity 
<< of flying from his native country, Md did seek 
'* protection from a certain Mahometan lord 
^^ called Myrza Shuffu Khan, then prime minis- 
^^ ter of the Moguls ftom whom he did go t# 
^* the camp of the Mahratta chief Mhadagee 
'' Sdndia, where he did solicit and obtain fi mili- 
« tary command, together with a grant of lands 
'^ or jaghire, for the subsistence of himself, his 
*^ fiEMenily wd followers ; but wishing again to 
** be received under the protection of the 
** British government, the said Myrza JungU, 
''in 1783, did apply to the said Resident 

Bristow, 
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** Bristow, through David Anderson, Esq. then 

** on an embassy in the camp of the said Scin-* 

*^ dia ; and in consequence of such application, 

*' the said Bristow, sensible of the disgrace 

'* which the exile of the said Myrza Jungli 

** reflected, both on the said Nabob of Oude 

*^ and the British nation, did negociate with the 

'^ Nabob and his ministers for the return of the 

'^ said Myrza Jungli^^and for the settlement and 

*' regular payment of some proper allowance 

** for the maintenance, of the said Myrza 

'* Jungli ; but the allowance required was ulti- 

** mately refused ; and although the whole 

** of the transactions aforesaid were duly re- 

** presented to the said Warren Hastings, by 

'^ the said Anderson, and by the said Bris- 

*V tow i and although he had himself received, 

** so early as the 33d of August 1782, a letter 

*' from the Vizier, grievously complaining of 

** the cruel and extortions demands made 

** upon him by the said Warren Hastings ; in 

'* which letter he did expressly mention the 

** flight of his brother, and the disti esses of the 

** women of his late father, who he said were 

^< all his mothers ; and that his said brothers, 

'< from the resumption of their jaghires, were 

« reduced to great affliction and distress ; and 

** he did attribute the said flight of some of his 

** brethren, and the distresses of the rest, and 

" of 
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** of the women who stood in a species of ma- 
** ternal relation to him, as owing to the afore- 
** said oppressive demands ; yet the said Warren 
" Hastings did cruelly, inhumanly, and cor- 
** ruptly decline to make any order for the 
** better provision of any of the said eminent 
" fiimily, or for the return of the said prince, 
" who had fled from his brother's court, to 
•* avoid the danger of perishing by famine.** 

Answer of Mr. Hastings to that part of the 
Charge :— " And the said Warren Hastings fur- 
" ther says, that he was informed^ that Myrza 
<< Jungli, in the said Article also mentioned, did 
" leave his native country in distress, and did go 
" to Myrza Shuffu Khan, in the said Article 
<^ also mentioned ; and the said Warren Hastings 
*^ likewise admits he was informed, that the said 
" Myrza Jungli did afterwards leave the said 
** Myrza Shuffu Khan, and repair to the camp 
" of Mhadajee Scindia, with a view of obtain- 
'* ing some establishment for himself and fol- 
" lowers.** 

" And the said Warren Hastings further says, 
** that in certain letters written by David An- . 
** derson, Esq. and John Bristow, Esq. it was 
" represented that the said Myrza Jungli did 
*« apply to the said Bristow, through the said 
*^ Anderson, then on an embassy in the camp of 
Vol. XVI. K " the 
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" the said Scindia, and that in consequence 
" thereof, the said Bristow did, amongst other 
** things, apply to the Nabob Vizier for a dertain 
^* allowance to be dfiade to* the said Myrza, and 
♦* for the regular payment thereof, and that 
** a certain allowance was accordingly settled by 
" the said Vizier on the said Myrza ; and the 
^* said Warren Hastings says, that itiformation of 
** the above transactions was. transmitted to the 
" Board of Council ; and that a letter from the 
" said Vizier was received on the 23d of August 
" 1782, containing certain representations of the 
*^ distresses of himself and family; and he admits 
*^ that no order was made by him the said 
** Warren Hastings, for the provision of any of 
** the said family, or for the return of the said 
'< Myrza ; but the said Warren Hastings denies 
** that he was guilty of any cruelty, inhumanity, 
" or corruption, or of any misconduct whatso- 
<^ ever in the matters aforesaid/' 

Continuation of the Charge : — " That some 
** time, in or about the month of December 
" 1783, the Nabob Behadre, another of the bro- 
" thers of the said Nabob of Oude, did represent 
** to the said Bristow, that he the said Nabob 
*^ Behadre had not received a farthing of his al- 
** lowance for the current year, and was without 
<^ food ; and being wounded by an assassin who 
7 " had 
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** had also murdered his aunt in the very capital 
*^ of Oude^ the said Nabob Behadre had not a 
*' daum to pay the surgeon, who attended him 
^^ for the love of God alone ; that at or about 
*' the period of the above representation, the 
^^ said Bristow was recalled» and the stid Warren 
^^ Hastings proceeded up to Lucknow, but did 
^* not inquire into thfe said representations trans- 
<< mitted by the said Bristow to Calcutta^ nor did 
" order relief** 

Mr* Hastings's answer to the part of the Charge 
last read:^^* And the said Warren Hastings 
*' further says, that on the S9th January 1784» 
<< after the recall of the said Bristow, he the said 
** Bristow did transmit to the Govemour Gtene- 
^' ral and Council two letters, one dated the S8th 
" of December 1783, the other the 7th January 
^< 1784, purporting to be written by the said 
<< Nabob Behadre, addressed to him the said 
^^ Bristow, to the effect in the said Ai'ttde stated ; 
<* and the said Warren Hastings admits, that 
*' when at Lucknow he did not institute an ini» 
^* quiry into the supposed transaction in the said 
^^ seventeenth Article stated, or make any order 
*^ concerning the said Behadre, and he denies 
*' that it was his duty so to do/* Here is the 
name of this Nabob from a list of the jaghirdars 
stated by Mr. Purlii^, page 485 printed Minutes. 

K 3 Amongst 
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Amongst the names of jaghirdars, the titttes when 
granted, and the amount of the jaghires, there 
occurs that of the Nabob Behadre, with a grant 
of a jaghire, of the amount of 20,000 rupees. 

\The Lord Chancellor here remarked, that what 
had been just read was matter of the seventeenth 
Article of the Charge and parts of the answer 
to it i and that upon looking back to the former 
proceedings, it has escaped his attention if any 
matter contained in the seventeenth Article had 
been made matter of the charge. That it there- 
fore seemed to him that it could not be brought 
in upon a repl}% not having been made matter of 
the charge originally.] 

Mr. Burke. My Lords, I have to say to this, 
that I believe you have heard these facts made 
matter of charge by the House of Commons, that 
I conceive they have been admitted by the Pri- 
soner ; and that the Commons have nothing to 
do with the proofs of any thing in their charge, 
which is fully and in terms admitted. The proofs 
which they have produced to your Lordships, 
were upon matters which were contested ; but 
here the facts are admitted in the fullest man- 
ner ; we neither have abandoned them, intended 
to abandon them, or ever shall abandon them ; 
we have made them, as a charge, upon record. 
The answers to them have been recorded, which 

answers 
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answefsi^re complete admissions of every fact in 
the charge. 

[Lord Chancellor^ I do not make myself tin- 
derstood. The objection is not that thiere has 
not been evidence given upon the seventeenth 
Article, but at the close of the case, on the part 
of the Managers for the House of Commons, no 
mention having been made, of the matter con- 
tained in the seventeenth Article; that therefoie, 
although it may all have been admitted by the 
answer to be true, yet injustice if from that an* 
swer you ground the charge, it is necessary the 
defendant should be heard upon it.] 

Mr. Burke. If your Lordships choose that 
the defendant shall be heard upon it, we have no 
kind of objection, nor ever had, or proposed an 
objection to the defendant being heard upon it. 
Your Lordships know that the defendant's coun- 
sel value themselves upon having abandoned 
their defence against certain parts of the charge; 
your Lordships know that they declared that they 
broke off thus in the middle of their defence, in 
order to expedite this business. 
* [Lord Chancellor. Referring to the proceed- 
ings, I think it a matter perfectly clear, that in 
the course of the charge, after certain articles 
had been gone through, the Managers for the 
Commons closed the case there, leaving therefore 
all the other articles, excepting those that had 
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been discussed, as matters standing with the an- 
swers against them, but not insisted upon in 
making out the charge. Of course therefore if 
the defendant had gone into any of those articles, 
the defendant must have been stopped upon them, 
because he would then have been making a case 
in defence to that which had not been made a 
case in the prosecution ; the objection therefore 
is not at all that no evidence has been examined. 
To be sure it would be an answer to that to say, 
you are now proceeding upon ^n admission ; but 
even upon those facts that are admitted (if the 
facts are admitted that are insisted upon as mat- 
ter in charge) that should come in the original 
state of the cause, and the defendant in common 
justice must be heard upon that, and then and 
then only, come the observations in reply.] 

Mr. Burke. We do not know, ^lor are in- 
formed, that any charge, information, or indict- 
ment, that is before the Court, and upon record, 
and is not denied by the defendant, does not 
stand in full force against him. We conceive it 
to be so ; we conceive it to be agreeable to the 
analogy of all proceedings ; and the reason why 
we did not go into and insist upon it was, that 
having a very long cause before us, and having 
the most full and complete admission upon this 
subject, we did not proceed further in it. The 
defendant defends himself by averring that it was 

not 
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Hoi his duty. It was not our business to prove 
that it was his duty« It was he that admitted 
the facts astumed, to be the foundation of his 
duty } the negative he was bound to prove, and 
be never ofiered to prove it* 

All that I can say upon this point is, that his 
delinquency in the matter in question appeared 
to us to be a clear distinct case ; to be a great 
oflfence ; an offence charged upon the record, 
admitted upon the record, and never by us 
abandoned. As to his defence having been 
abandoned, we refer your' Lordships to the last 
petition laid by him upon your table ; (that libel- 
lous petition, which we speak of as a libel upon 
the House of Commons,) and which has no vali- 
dity but as it asserts a matter of fact from the 
Petitioner. And there you will find, that he has 
declared explicitly, that for the accommodation 
and ease of this business, and for its expedition, 
he did abandon his defence at a certain period. 

[Lord Chancellor. A charge consisting of a 
variety of articles in their nature (however con- 
nected with each other in their subject, but in 
their nature distinct and specifick,) if only cer- 
tain articles are pressed in the charge, to those 
articles only can a defence be applied ; and all 
the other articles, that are not made matter of 
charge originally ^ have never, in the course of 
K 4 any 



Digitized by 



Google 



136 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

any proceeding whatever, been taken up origi- 
nally in reply.] 

Mr. Burke. With great respect to your 
Lordship's judgment, we conceive that the ob- 
jection taken from our not having, at a certain 
period, argued or observed upon the Prisoner's 
answer to the articles not insisted upon, is not 
conclusive ; inasmuch as the record still stands, 
and as our charge still stands. It was never 
abandoned; and the defendant might have 
made a justification to it if he had thought fit ; 
he never did think fit so to do. If your Lord- 
ships think that we ought not to argue upon it 
here in our reply, because we did not argue 
upon it before, — well and good ; but we have 
argued, and do argue in our reply, many things 
to which he never gave any answer at M. I shall 
beg leave, if your Lordships please, to retire 
with my Fellow Managers for a moment, to con- 
sult whether we shall press this point, or not. 
We shall not detain your Lordships many 
minutes. 

The Managers withdrew: — in a Jew mi- 
nutes the Managers returned again into 
the Hall 

Mr. Burke. My Lords, tlie Managers have 
consulted among themselves upon this business \ 

they 
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they first referred to your printed proceedings^ 
in order to see the particular circumstance on 
which the observation of your Lordship is 
founded ; — ^we find it thus stated : — " Then the 
" Managers for the Commons informed the 
" Lords, that saving to themselves their un- 
" doubted rights and privileges, the Commons 
" were content to rest their charge here/^ — 
We rested our charge there, not because we 
meant to effitce any precedent matter of the 
charge which had been made by us, and of 
which the facts had been admitted by the de- 
fendant, but simply saving our rights and pri- 
vileges ; that is, to resume (and to make new 
matter if we thought fit,) the Commons were 
content to rest the charge there. 

I have further to remark to your Lordships, 
that the counsel for the defendant have opened 
a vast variety of matter that is not upon record, 
either on our part or on theirs, in order to illus- 
trate and to support their cause ; and they have 
spoken day afler day upon the principles on 
which their defence was made ; my great object 
now is an examination of those principles, and 
to illustrate the effects of these principles by 
examples, which are not the less cogent, the less 
weighty, and the less known, because they are 
articles in this charge. Most assuredly they are 
not. If your Lordships recollect the speeches 
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that were made here, you know that great merit 
was given to Mr. Hastings for matters that were 
not at all in the charge, and which would put us 
under the greatest difficulties, if we were to take 
no notice of them in our reply. For instance, 
his merits in the Mahratta war, and a great mass 
of matter upon that subject, were obliquely, and 
for other purposes, brought before you, upon 
which they argued. That immense mass of 
matter, containing an immense mass of princi- 
ples, and which was sometimes supported by 
alleged facts, sometimes by none, they have 
opened and argued upon, as matter relative to 
principle. In answer to their argument, we 
propose to shew the mischiefs that'have happen- 
ed from the mischievous principles laid down 
by Mr. Hastings, and the mischievous conse- 
quences of them. 

If however, after this explanation, your Lord- 
ships are of opinion that we ought not to be 
allowed to take this course, wishing to fall in 
with your Lordships' sentiments, we shall aban- 
don it. But we will remind your Lordships, 
that such things stand upon your records ; that 
they stand unanswered, and admitted on your 
records j and consequently they cannot be de- 
stroyed by any act of ours, but by a renunciation 
of the charge, which renunciation we cannot 
make, because the defendant has clearly and 
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fully admitted it to be ibanded in fact. We 
cannot plead errour ; we camibt retract it. And 
why ? Because he has admitted it. We there- 
ibre only remind your liordships, that the charge 
stands uncontradicted; and that the observa- 
tion we intended to make upon it, was to shew 
your Lordships, that the principles upon which 
he defends all such conduct are totally false and 
groundless. But though your Lordships should 
be of opinion that we cannot press it, yet we 
cannot abandon it ; it is not in your power-^it 
t«{not in our power^tis not in his po«(^er, to 
abandon that charge. You cannot acquit him 
of that charge ; it is impossible. If however, 
your Lordships, for the accommodation of busi- 
ness; method of proceedings, or any circum- 
stance of that kind, wish we should say no more 
upon the subject, we close the subject there. 
Your Lordships are in possession, both of the 
x^arge and the admission ; and we wish, and we 
catmot wish better than to leave it as it is upon 
the record. 

The Lord Chancellor here said. The opinion 
of the Lords can only be with me matter of 
conjecture. I certainly was not commanded by 
^fae House to state the observation that had oc- 
curred to me — but in the position in which it 
now stands, I feel no difficulty in saying, as my 
own judgment, that nothing can be matter in 

reply. 
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reply, that does not relate to those articles that 
were pressed in the original charge ; and there* 
fore, in this position of the business of reply, 
you cannot go into new matter arising out of 
other articles that were not originally insisted 
upon. 

Mr. Burke. We were aware of the objection 
that might be made to admitting our observa- 
tions, if considered as observations upon the 
seventeenth Article, but not when considered 
with reference to facts on the record before you, 
for the purpose of disproving the principles upon 
which the defendant and his counsel had relied, 
that was the purpose for which we proposed 
chiefly to make them; but your Lordship^s [the 
Lord Chancellor's] own personal authority will 
have great weight with us, and unless we per- 
ceive some other Peer diflfer from you, we will 
take it in the course we have const^tntly done ; 
.we never have sent your Lordships out of the 
Hall to consent upon a matter upon which that 
noble Lord appeared to have formed a decision 
in his own mind ; we take for granted that what 
is delivered from the woolsack, to which no 
Peer expresses a dissent, is the sense of the 
House, as such we take it, and as such we sub- 
mit to it in thb instance. 

Therefore leaving this upon the record as it 
stands, without observing upon it, and submit- 
ting 
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ting to your Lordships' decision, that we cannot, 
according to order, observe in reply upon what 
was. not declared by us to be a part of the 
charges we meant to insist upon } we proceed 
to another business. 

We have already stated to your Lordsbips» 
and we beg to remind you of it — ^the state and 
condition of the country of Oude, when Mr. 
Hastings first came to it ; his subsequent and 
immediate usurpation of all the powers of go- 
vernment, and the use he made of them ; the 
tyranny he exercised over the Nabob himself, 
the tyranny he exercised upon his mother and 
grandmother, and all the other females of his 
family and their dependants of every descrip- 
tion to the number of about 800 persons ; the 
tyranny exercised (though we are not at liberty 
to press it now) upon his brethren. We have 
shewn you how he confiscated the property of 
all the jaghirdars, the nobility of the country ; 
we have proved to your Lordships, that he was 
well acquainted with all the misery and distress 
occasioned by these proceedings, and that he 
afforded the sufierers no relief We now pro- 
ceed to review the effect of this general mass of 
usurpation, tyranny^ and oppression, upon the 
revenues and the prosperity of the country. 

Your Lordships will first be pleased to advert 
to the state in which Mr. Hastings found the 

country ;-^ 
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country j — ^in what state he found its revenues — 
who were the executive ministers of the go^ 
vemment; what their .conduct was^ and by 
whom they were recommended and supported. 
For the evidence of these facts^ we refer your 
Lordships to your printed mimites^ — ^there, my 
Lords^ they stand recorded } they never can be 
expunged out of your record, and the nteraory 
of mankind ; whether we be permitted to press 
them at this time upon your Lorcbhips, or not. 
Your Lordships will there find, in what mmner 
the government was earned on in Oude in 1775, 
before the period of Mr. Hastings's usurpation ; 
Mr. Hastings you will find has himself there 
stated, that the minister was isecommendf^ by 
the Begums } and you will remark this» because 
Mr. Hastings afterwards makes her interferenee 
in the government of her son, a part of his cri- 
mination of the B^ums. 

The Resident at the Court of Oude, thus 
writes on the 2d of March 1775 :— •• Notwith- 
*^ standing the confidence the Nabob reposes in 
<< Murteza Khan^ the Begums are much dissa- 
" tisfiedwith his elevation.^-They recommend- 
^^ ed to his Excellency to encourage the old 
** servants of the government, whose influence 
*< in the country, and experience^ might have 
'^ strengthened his own authwity, and seated 
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<< him firmly on the Musnud ; in some measure^ 
*^ this too may appear consistent with the inte- 
** rests of the Company, for as Elija Khan and 
** the oFd ministers have, by frequent instances 
** within their own knowledge, experienced the 
<< power of our government, such men I should 
" conceive are much more likely to pay defe- 
« rence to the Company, than a person who at 
^* present can have but a very imperfect idea of 
** the degree of attention which ought to be paid 
<« to our connexion with the Nabob.*' Your 
Lordships see that the Begums recommended 
the old servants, contrary to the maxims of Re- 
hoboam, -—those who had served his father and 
had served the country j and who were strongly 
inclined to support the English interest there» 
Your Lordships will remark the e&cts of the 
Begum's influence upon the state of things in 
1775, that the Nabob had been advised by his 
mother to employ th& Confidential servants of 
his father ; persons conversant in the a&irs of 
the country, persons interested in it, and per* 
sons who were well disposed to support the 
English connexion. Your Lordships wilf now 
attend to a letter from Mr. Bristow, at Luck- 
now, to the Board, dated S8th November 1775: 
— ** I also neglected no part of my duty on the 
<* spot ; but advised the minister, even at Luck- 
*^ now, according to my letter of the third in- 
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*^ stanty to recommend it to the Nabob, to dis- 
** miss his useless and mutinous troops, which 
** measure seems, by present appearances, to 
•* have succeeded beyond expectation j as the 
•* rest of the army do now pay the greatest 
** attention to his Excellency's orders ; already 
^' the complaints of the violences the troops 
" used to commit, are greatly decreased ; they 
^ profess obedience, and by the best intelligence 
<< I can obtain of their disposition, there seems 
** to be little doubt that the examples made by 
" disbanding Bussunt's corps has every good 
** efifect we could wish, which had crossed the 
" river and voluntarily surrendered their arms 
^* the day before yesterday to the Nabob/' 

His next letter is dated 13th June 1776 : — 
•< Honourable, Sir and Sirs, — It is Elija Khan's 
** first object to regulate the Vizier's revenue, 
^' and I must do him the justice to say, that the 
^' short time he has been in office he has been 
<* indefatigable, and already settled the greater 
<< part of Uie province of Oude, and fixed on the 
^^ districts for the assignments of the army sub- 
*^ sidy ; Corah and Allahabad he has disposed 
*^ of, and called for the Dooab and Uohilehund 
^^ accounts, in order to adjust them as soon as 
** possible. This activity will, I hope, produce 
'* the most salutary eflects, as the present junc- 
ture 
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** ture being the commencement of the season 
" for the cultivation. The Aumiis, by being 
** thus early placed in their offices, have the 
•^ opportunity of advancing Tuckovy, encou* 
f^ raging the Ryots, and making their agree* 
** ments in their several districts, in letting 
** under farms, or disponing of the lands in such 
^^ a manner as they may judge most expedient. 
** If, though similar to the late minister's con- 
^^ duct, a delay of two or three months should 
*^ occur in the settlement of the lands, the peo- 
*^ pie throughout the country would . be dis- 
*^ heartened^ and inevitably a very heavy ba* 
<^ lance acorue on the revenue. Iliave troubled 
*^ the honourable Board with this detail, in the 
<* first place^ to shew the propriety of Elija 
** Khan's conduct ; apd in the next, the essen- 
** tial service that will be rendered to the Vizier, 
^< by continuing Colonel Parker's detachment 
5< during the whole rains in Corah, if required 
" by the Vizier." 

My Lords, you have now had a view of the 
state of Oude, previous to the first period of our 
connexion with it Yo^^ Lordships have seen, 
and understand th^ part of the middle period, 
with which w^ do not m^an to trouble you 
again. You will now be pleased to attend to a 
letter from Fyzoola Khan, to the -Governour 
Vol. XVL L General, 
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General, received the 18th of February I778 : 
V *rHis country of Cuttah, which formerly de- 
** pended on the Rohilla States, and which I 
*< consider as «K)w Appertaining to the Company^ 
<^ wad very populous and flourishing, but since 
•• the commencement of the Nabob Vizier's 
♦* government, the farmers appointed by his 
** ministers have desolated the country. Its 
*< situation is at present very ruinous} thou- 
<* sands of villages, formerly populous, are noW 
^* utterly deserted, and no trace left of them. 
*• I have already written to iRoyBuckstowr Sing, 
*♦ a full account of the tyranny and oppressioti 
•• exercised by the farmers, to be communicated 
•* to you ; the constant revenue of a dottntry 
•* depends on the cate of its rulers, to preserve 
*^ it in a flourishing state* I have t>een incluced 
♦< to make the representation by my attachment 
<< to the interest of the Company, for otherwise 
^^ it is no concern of mine. Should these op- 
" pressions continue one or two years loiigef, 
** and the rulers take no measures to put a stop 
** to them, the whole country will be a desert/* 

My Lords, upon these statemeAts, I have 
only to make this remark, that you have seeft 
the] first state of this country i and that tte 
period when it had fallen ihtd the state last-de« 
scribed was about two }^ars after Mr. Hastings 
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had obtained the m»joiity in the Council, and 
began to govern this cmintry by his ticutebants; 
We know that the country was put by him under 
military collectors $ you see the consequettces; 
The perwn who makes thia representation^ to 
Mr. Hastings, of the state of thd country, of itd 
distress and calamity, and of the desolation of a 
thousand of the villages formerly flourishing in 
it, is no less a person than a prince of a neigh- 
bouring country, a person (d whom you have 
cAm heard, aiid to whom the cause of humanity 
ii; much indebted, namely, Fyzoola Khan. A 
prince, whose country the English Resident, 
ttuveliing through, declares to be cultivated lifce 
a garden. That this was the state of the Hohilla 
iUMTAr^i is owing to its having very fortunately 
be^n one of those that escaped the dominion of 
Mr* Hastings* 

We will now read to your Lordships a letter 
from 9it Eyre Coote to the Board at Calcutta, 
4ated the 11th <jf September 1779 '.— " Honour- 
•* able Sir and Sirs, — The day before yesterday 
" I encamped near Allahabad, where the Vizier 
^' did me the iioooar of a visit y and yesterday 
'^ morning, in my way hither^ I returned it, and 
^ was received by his Ej^celkincy Mrith e*efy 
^^ mark of respect and distinction. This morti- 
*^ ing he called here, and we had some general 
L 2 " conversation 
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" conversation, which principally turned upon 
** the subject of his attachment to the English, 
** and his readiness to shew the sincerity of it, 
** upon all occasions. It is to be wished we 
V had employed the influence Vhich such fa- 
** . vourable sentiments must have given us more 
*' to the benefit of the country and ourselves ; 
**. but I fear, the distresses which evidently ap- 
" pear on the face of the one, and the failure 
** of the revenues to the other, are not be 
** wholly ascribed to the Vizier's mismanage* 
** ment/* — ^This is the testimony of Mr. Hast- 
ings's own pensioner Sir Eyre Coote, respecting 
the known state of the country during the time 
. of this horrible usurpation, which Sir Eyre 
Coot^ mentions under the soft name of our in- 
fluence. But there could be but one voice upon 
the subject, and that your Lordships shall now 
hear from Mr. Hastings himself. We refer your 
Lordships to the Minute of the Govemour Ge- 
neral's consultation, Fort William, Slst May 
I78I :— -He is here giving his reaisons for going 
into the upper provinces* 

*^ The province of Oude having &llen into a 
** state of great disorder and confusion, its re* 
*^ sources being in an extraordinary degree 
** diminished, and the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah 
/^ having earnestly intreated the presence of the 
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". Governour General, and declared, that unless 
♦* some efiectual measures are taken for his re- 
K lief, he must be under the necessity of leaving 
f* his country, and coming down to Calcutta, to 
^ present his situation to this government. ' The 
" Governour General therefore proposes, with 
** the concurrence of Mr. Wheler, to visit the 
." province of Qude, as- speedily as the afikirs of 
** the Presidency will admit, in hopes that from 
^ a minute and personal observation of ^he ciri- 
" cuinstances of that country, the ay stem of 
i* management which has been adopted, and the 
M characters and conduct of the persons employed, 
" he may possibly be able to concert. and esta- 
/f blish some plan by which the province of Oude 
5* may in time be riBstored to its former state of 
** affluence, good order, and prosperity.'' 

Your Lordships have now the whole chain of 
the evidence complete, with regard to the state 
of the country up to the period of Mr. Hastings's 
journey into the country. You see, that Mr. 
Hastings hiinself admits it to have been formerly 
in a most: flourishing, orderly, and prosperous 
state. Its condition in 1781, he describes to 
you in words, th;an which no enemy of his can 
use stronger, in prder to paint the state in which 
it then was. In this state he found it when he 
went up in the year 1781, and he left it With 
w »* L S , regard 
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regard to any substantial regulation that was exe* 
cuted or could be executed^ in the state in which 
he found it ; after having increased every one of 
those grievances ¥rfaich he pretended to redress; 
and taken from it all the little resources that re^ 
mainedinit. 

We now cpme to a subsequent period^ at which 
time the state of the country is thus described 
by Mr. Brtstow on the 12th December 1782:--^ 
'^ Despotism is the |toinciple upcm which everf 
.^ measure is fovmded^ and the people in the in- 
'' terior parts of the country are ruled at the 
,^* discretion of the Aumil or Fouzdar fiir the 
*^ time being; ihey exercise^ within theUmits of 
*^ their jurisdiction, the powers of life and death, 
^ and decisions in civil and other cases, in the 
** same' extent as the sovereign at the capital. 
" The forms presented by the ancient institu- 
^ toons of ihe Mogul empire! are unattended to, 
** and the will of the provincial magistrate is the 
** sole law of the people } the total relaxation of 
^* the Vizier^s authority, his inattention and dis*; 
^^ liice to business^ leave the Aumik in po9se«Mn 
^' of this dangerous power, unawed and uncon*- 
** trolled by any opposition of retix)spection, or 
*• the interference of justice. I can hardly 
^ quote an instance, since the Vizier's accession 
" to the Musnud, of an Aumil having been pui^ 
'* nished for oppression^ though the cofnplaints 
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** of the people and the state of the country, atb 
^* hotodoiid prob6 of the violences daily conf- 
^ mitted )^ it is even ibecome unsafe for^ trave!- 
** iers to pass, except in large bodies*^ murderiE(, 
f^ thefts and other enormities diockiDg to ha- 
•* minity are committed in open day/* 

' In another paragraph of the same letter, he 
sayft^ ** Siich has been the system g£ this govern- 
f< mept, that the oppressions have generally 
^ drigioated with the Aumil?} they have been 
^ narefy selected for their abiiities or integrity, 
*^ but fnom favour,, or the meians to advance d 
f^ large sum : upoa being apfiointed to tkeit 
^^ office; the Atmril enters upon his trust, ruined 
f ' 19 reputation ^nd fortune, and unless^ he ftc- 
^* oomiriisfaes.his engagements^ which is sfldord 
^^ tiie€9»e,jdisgraor and punishment fbUaw, and 
*^ though the balance of revenue may be. vigo^- 
*f ou^y demanded of him, it has not been usual 
<* to institute any inquiry ^oir oppressiool ; the 
*^ &tnindarsthns left at the mercy of the Aunild 
^ are oftea driven toi.rebellion-^the weak ftrd 
^' obliged to sidbmit to his exactions or -fly the 
^* country, and the Aumil, unable to reduce the 
** more powerful, is compelled to enter into a 
f*^ disgracefot compromise^ every Zemiiidar looks 
** to his fort for protection, and the country ii 
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** crowded with them ; Almas Ali Khan has not 
'* less than seven hundred in his districts ; thus 
*^ it has become a general custom to seize the 
** brother, son, or some near relation or depend- 
** ent of the different Zemindars, as hostages for 
" the security - of the revenue ; a great Aumil 
<^ will sometimes have three or four hundred of 
*' these hostages, whom he is obliged to confine 
*^ in places of securi<y-~a few men like Almas 
^' Ali Khan and Ccja Din ul Dun have, firom 
** their regularity in performance of pecuniary 
** engagements, rendered themselves useful to 
*' the Vizier. A strict scrutiny into his afiairs 
** was at all tunes irksome to his Excellency, 
** and none of his ministers or officers about hk 
*^ person possessing the active persevering spirit 
** requisite to conduct the detail of engagements 
V for a number of small farms, it became conve- 
^^ nient to receive a large sum from a great 
^* farmer without trouble or deficiency; this 
<« system was followed by the most pernicious 
<^ consequences, these men were above all con- 
** trol, they exacted their own terms, and 
*^ the districts they fitrmed were most cruelly 
** oppressed ; the revenue of Rohilcund is re- 
*^ duced above a third, and Almas Ali Khan's 
^< administration is well known to have been 
•' extremely violent/' 

We 
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We. will next read to ymr Lordships an ex* 
tract from Captain £dwards'8 evidence:— 
Q. '* Had you any opportunity of observing the 
general face of the country in the time of Sujah 
Dowlah ? — J. I had. Q. Did you reipark any dif- 
ference in the general state of the country at that 
time, and the period when you made your latter 
observation } did you observe any difference be* 
tween the condition of the country at that time 
and that of Sujah Dowlah in the year 1774» the lat* 
ter period you have mentioned? — A. I did; a very 
material difference. Q. In what respect ?— ^. In^ 
(he general aspect that the country bore and the 
cultivfition of the country, that it was infinitely 
better cultivated in I774 than it was in 1783. 
Q. You said you had no opportunity of observ- 
ing the face of the country till you was appointed 
aid-de*camp to the Nabob P-^^. No ; except by 
marching and countermarching ; I marched in 
the year 1774 through the Nabob Sujah ul Dow* 
lah's provinces into Rohilcund. Q. Had yo^ 
those opportunities from the time of your going 
there in 1774? — A. I had ; but not so much as I 
had after being appointed aid*de-camp to the 
Vizier, because I was always before in a subor«- 
dinate situation, I marched in a direct line before, 
with the troops } but afterwards, when I was aid- 
4e-camp to his Excellency, I was my own master 
and niade frequent excursions into thedi^^nt 

parts 
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parts of the couotry* Q. Had you an oppor- 
tunity of observing the difierence in the general 
happiness and disposition of the people? — A^ I 
had. Q. Did you observe a dtfibrence in tha$ 
respect also, between your first coining and the 
year 1783 ?— j1. Yes, a very sensible difference ^ 
in Sujah ul Dowlah's time the country was in a 
very flourishing state, in merchandise, cultiva^ 
tion^ and every article of commerce, and the people 
then seemed to be very h^ipy under his govenn 
Hieoty which lattetly was not the case, because 
die country in reaiity appeared in the year I774 
in a floorishing state, and in the year 1783 it 
appeared comparatively SaAom and desoiate» 
Q. Was die court of A^oph ul Dowlah, when 
you left India, equal in point of splendour to 
what it waa in the time ef iSojah ul Dowlah ?*-^ 
A* By xto means ; it was not equally splendid^ 
but far inferior^ Q^ Wctc the dependeoEts and 
ofioers belonging to the court paid iq the same 
ponctual manner ? — A. No ; I really cannot say 
whether they were paki more regularly in Siqidi 
Dowiah's time, only they appeared more wealthy 
and more Mt to liv^ in a splendid style in bis 
time than they ever have done since bia death.'' 

Here then your Lordships seq the state of the 
country in 1783. Your Lordships may trace the 
wMieprogresa of these evils step by st^ from 

; the 
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the death of Sujah ul Dowlah to the time of Ut. 
HaatiDgs's obtaining a majority in the Council j 
after which he possessed the sole and uncoutrouled 
management of the coontry $ you have seen also 
the consequaices that immediately fcdlowed till 
the year 1784^ when he went up a second time 
into the country. i^ 

I do not know, my Lords, that it is Jiecessaiy 
to make any observation upon this state of things* 
You see that the native authority was, as weha?« 
pf ovecU utterly extinguished by Mr. Hasting»-^ 
and that there was no superintendent power but 
hffi. You have heard of the oppressions of the 
formers of the rerenues-^and we have shewn you; 
that these farmers generally were English officers^ 
Wie have shewn you in what manner Colonel 
Hannay, one of these ftrmerS' sent by Mr. 
Hastings acted, and particularly the acaim«ria^ 
tion of kostsgesi which were made by hinu We 
have shewn you, that by their arbitrary and 
tymnnical. proceedings, ail r^ular goveromfent 
wasi sukvettedv and that the country experienced 
the last and wtoBt dreadftil > effiBcts of anaf chy. 
We have shewn };^a, that no other sKinrity was 
left to any human beings but to entrench them- 
selves in such forts as they could make, and that 
these forts, in one district only of the country,^ 
had increased ia number to the amowtt of sevett 
husdred.^ Your Lordships also know, thatwheii 
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thei prisons and mud forts, in which Colonel Han- 
pay kept his hostages confined, were full, he kept 
them in uncovered cages in the open air. You 
know, that all these &rmers of revenue were 
either English and military men, or natives under 
an abject submission tq them ; you know, that 
they had the whole country in assignments ; that 
the jaghires were all confiscated for their bene- 
fits ; and you find that the whole system had its 
origin at the time when Mr. Hastmgs alone 
formed: in effect the authority of the Supreme 
Council. The weakness of the Nabob, as Sir 
Eyre Coote tells you, could not have been alone 
the cause of these evils, and that ou^ influence 
over him, if not actually the cause of the utter 
ruin, desolation, and anarchy of that country, 
might have been successfully exerted in pre- 
venting. . 

. When your Lordships shall proceed to judg* 
inent upon these accumulated wrongs, arising 
out of the usurped power of the Prisoner at your 
bar, and redressed by him in no one instance 
whatever, let not the usurpation itself of the 
Nabob's power be considered as a trivial matter. 
When any prince at the head of a great country 
il entirely stripped of every thing in his govem- 
fnent, civil or military, by which hi? rank may 
be. distinguished or his virtues exercised, he is in 
danger of Incoming a mere animal, and of aban* 

doning 
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doning himself wholly to sensual gratificiatidnsr. 
Feeling no personal interest in the institutions or 
in the general welfare of the country^ he suffers 
the former (and many wise and laudable institu- 
tions existed in the provinces of the Nabob, for 
their good order and government) to faiU into 
disuse, and he leaves the country itsdf to persons 
in inferior situations, to be wasted and destroyed 
by them ; you find that in Oude, the very ap^ 
pearat^ce of justice had been banished out of it, 
and that every Aumil exercised an arbitrary power 
over the lives and fortunes of the people. My 
Lords, we have the proofs of all these facts in 
our hands ; they are in yout Lordships' Minutes; 
and though we can state nothing stronger than is 
stated in the papers themselves, yet we do not 
so far forget our duty as not to point out to 
your Lordships suCfa observations as arise out of 
them. 

To close the whole, your Lordships shall noW 
hear read an extract from a most curious and 
extraordinary letter, sent by him to the Court of 
Directors, prq>aratory to his return to England. 
— << My only remaining fear is, that the Mem- 
** bers of the Council, seeing affairs through a 
different medium from that through which I 
view them, may be disposed, if not to countei*- 
act the system^which I have formed,' to with- 

*' hold 
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** hold from it their countenance and active 
" support J while I myself remain it will be suf- 
^* ficient if they permit it to operate without 
" int^Tuption, and I almost hope in the event 
^* of a new administration of your afiairs which 
^* shall confine itself to the same forbearance, 
" and manifest no symptoms of intended inter- 
•* ference, the objects of my arrangements will 
^ be eflfectually attained— for I leave them in the 
» charge of agents whose interests, ambition, 
^ and every prospect of life, are interwoven with 
^* with their success, and the hand of heaven has 
*^ ^ftbly blegt the soil with every detodntary 
'< source of progfressrve vegetation ^ but if a dif^ 
^* ferient policy shall be adopted, if ^w agents 
^ are sent into the ORmtry and artned with an* 
^* tfaority for the purpose of vengeance or cor- 
^ ruptioa,' to^ no other will they be applied* If 
*' new demands are raised on the Nabob Vizier, 
^< and aecoimtB overciiarged on one side with a 
^^' wide, iblitdde tadcen on the other to swell his 
^ debt beyond tbe tmsom^ of paymept ; i£ politic 
^ cai^dai^rs i^^porteiided to grouEnd^m them 
-^ the pieas of bttrtbeniog 1^ coutltrf vith bn- 
-^^ iieoeslbary defences and enormous subsidies, or 
*^ if even abstaining fhmi direct encroachmrent 
•* on the Nabob's rights, your governnietit shall 
^ ishew but a degree of persmisll kmdness to the 

** partizans 
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" partizans of the late usurpation, or by anjr 
" constructive indication of partiality aad disaf- 
•* fection, furnish ground for the expectation of 
" an approaching change of system, I am sorry 
•* to say that all my labours will prove abortive; 
" for the slightest causes will be sufficient to 
•1 deject minds sore with tihe remembrance of 
<* past conflicts, and to elevate those whose only 
•* dependence is placed in the renewal of the 
^ confusion which T have laboured with such 
" zeal to eradicate, and will of course debilitate 
'•* ihe authority which can alone insure future 
^' success. I almost fear that this denunciation 
^ of effects from causes so incompetent as 
** they will appear to those who have not had 
•* 1§ie experience which I have had of the 
^ quick sensibility which influences the habits 
*• ^men placed in a stateof polity so loose, and 
^ subject to the continual variations of c^ptu 
•* cious and despotick autlKHity, will be deemed 
w overcbtti^ed, or perhaps void of foundation i 
••^ nor, if they should come to paiss, will it be 
'• easy to trace them witb any positive evidence 
•* to their comtection ; yet it is my duty to ap* 
•* piiz6 you of what I apprehend,, on ^oundil 
" which I deem of absolute certainty, may come 
** to pass J and I rely on your candour for a fair 
^* interpretation of my intention/* Here, my 
Lords, the Prisoner at your bar, has done 'e3cactly 
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what his bitterest accuser would do — he goes 
through^ head by head» every one of the mea- 
*8ures which he had himself pursued in the de- 
struction of the country } and he foretells that if 
any one of those measures should again be pur* 
sued» or even if good cause should be given to 
suspect they would be renewed, the country 
must fall into a state of inevitable destruction* 
This supersedes all observation. This paper is 
a recapitulated, minute condemnation of every 
step which he took in that country, and which 
steps are every one of them upon your Lordships' 
Minutes. 

But, my Lords, we know very well the design 
of these pretended aj^rehensions i and why he 
wished to have that country left in the state he 
speaks of. He had left a secret agent of his 
own to control that ostensible government, and 
to enable him» sitting in the place where he now 
sits, to continue to govern those provinces in the 
way in which he now governs them. [A murmup 
having arisen here, Mr* Burke proceeded J If 
I am called upon to re-word what I have just 
fiaid^ I shall repeat my words, and shew strong 
grounds and reasons to indicate that he governs 
Oude now as much as he ever did* 

You see, my Lords, that the reform which he 
pretended to make in 17^1, produced the cala^ 
mities which he states to have existed in 178^ 

We 
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We shall now sbew» that die reform vhicE he 
pretended to make in ITS^^, brought on the ca^ 
lamities which Lord Comwallia statea in hit^ 
evidence to have existed in 1787* 

We will now read two letters from Lord Corii^ 
wallis; the first is dated the l6th Navember 
1787 :— ** I was received at Allahabad and at- 
«« tended to Lucknow by the Nabob and his 
^^ ministers^ with every mark of friendship and 
*^ respect; I cannot^ however, express how 
^* much I was concerned during my short resi- 
^^ dence at bis capital, and my progress through 
^^ bis dominions, to be witness of the disordered 
^^ state of his finances and government, and of 
*^ the desolate appearances of his country; the 
«« evils were too alarming to admit of paUiatioti, 
^ and. I thought it my duty to exhort him, in the 
" most friendly mariner, to endeavour toi apply 
*^ efl^tual remedies to them j he began with 
'^^ urging as apology tiiat whilst he was not cer- 
'^^ tain of the expence of our demands upon hid, 
^« he had no real interest in being economical in 
<^ his expences, and that while we interfered iti 
^ the internal management of his afi^rs, his 
<^ own authority and that of his ministers were 
^ despised by his own subjects; it would have 
^^ been useless to discuss these topicks with himj 
<< but while I repeated my former declarations 
^^ of €ur being determined to give no ground ih 
' Vqu XVL M . *^ future 
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^*^ iiiture &ir similar^ ctoriplglnH' he gave ihe tlie 
•^^ jBtrdtigest Q^surabc^a of fais^ Being resolved tp 
I'fia^Iy hixitoelf earaestly to tEe encourageihen): 
^* of agricultui*^^ (Uid to endeavour to.revive the 
-•* :oQhiiiiefce ofbis country.V 
•1 .! .; \ " ^ :' ' I ' .-"■..'>.. ^ ;. " ; " ••; 
' /Ihe. sbcond is dated the 25th April 178$ :— 
i^lTM I saw the Vizier's troc^, I wdsndt "with^ 
hf i)ii[l hope: diat tipon an emergency he would 
^^ have been ahieto have furnished ui with somfe 
*4^ usfefid cavalry r but I have no^ reaiion to be"- 
H^ iiesfh that he i^as any iiK bis s^ervJce tipon which 
jf« itwDiilddie pniden t to place jmy'depeddaicd'', 
'H ami I'thsDk itidght to add^ that hls^ country 
fffi'^fipeixs to be in «aTnttied{a dtate,.:and faft 
t^ finances, in so tnuoh jdisordeci thatevman oa^fe 
'J^^ -of: war wn oiigfattipt to depend upon aiiy na^- 
^;f^twiad support from him-*' /.. . ■• *♦ 

iL:j .:; ^. I C:! ^ ::.-;. ^. '-.: .-.• : :..:, \ ^ »^ 
.ivMy.Lords-^ Iihaveonly to retmvk upoA these 
^tfers that, ao.fariM theygo^.th^ prove the 
fftifect&of Mr. Haii^^Dgs's reforoibtion^rfrom wbieh 
die[ vcra^ . pteased to promise; the, Company 3beh 
f^e^tWag^: : But when jour ljffr^ipSi)fy(m 
fib»k jie bad: left: bis. d^eodeniE : 9fyd wnister 
tHyder JBeg JK,^ Ihere^ ivhocie tltoacta^ «s 
jxHJt* Ji4MPdsbit)s mil £nd by ajrefer^nce to yoor 
comtmles^ heJbM.riapresebtedvi^bl^cdCa^ to 
fb^.the;r6al;g^v^nout ihixe^mAf<iif^iry[;^hipri'' 
6/ :' * 7 *; .:7/l ./.oYvate 
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Vate correspondency with him here;— amd thift 
iie had left Major Palmer his private agent> fot 
<a considerable tune in that, country to oirry on 
his affiufs ; your Ldrdships will easily see hoW 
Et has come to pass that the Vizier, such a mitt 
as yoii have heaird him described to be, was not 
alone able to restore prosperity to his country. 
My Lords, you have now seen what was th6 
situation of the country in Sujah Dowlah's time, 
jirier to Mr. Hastings^^ interference with the 
government of it) what it was during his govern- 
ment; and what situatioait was in when Lord 
CSorawallis left it» Nothing now remains, biit td 
call yoor Lordship's attention to perhaps the 
•most extraordinary part of these transactions, 
3ut before we proceed we will beg leave to go 
bock and read to ypur Lordships the Nabob'^ 
fetters of the 24th I\ebruary I76O :-->< I h^v6 
^* received your letter, and understand the con- 
t<. tents^ I cannot describe the solidity of yout 
^ friendship and brotherly aflection which sub* 
^< sisted between you and my late father; ttota 
f^ the friendshtp' of the Company he received 
^^ numberless advantages ; and Ir notwithstand* 
^^* -irig I wa^ left an orphan^ from your favour 
«* and ' that of the. Compannr, was^ per^tly at 
/'I eose^ being satisfied that ^ry^ tfaia^ would 
i^ be well. Mid that I should ebtitihue in the 
f *\Banle sdcunty thslt I was during, my father^s 
^Mifetime^frboiyottrprotedionV I accordingly, 
' ' *' M 2 from 
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** frdm the day* of his death, have never omitted 
^' to cultivate your favour, and the protection 
^* of the Company J and whatever was the de* 
** sire and directions of the Council at that time, 
^* I have ever since conformed to, and obeyed 
*• with readiness. Thanks be given to God, that 
•^ I have never as yet been backward in perform- 
** jng the will of the English Company, of 
" the Council, and of you ; and have always 
^* been, from my heart, ready to obey them, 
'* and have never given you any trouble, from 
** my difficulties or wishes. Thus I have done 
^* simply from my knowledge of your favour 
-'^ towards me; and from my being certain that 
*' you would learn the particulars of my dis^- 
^* tresses and difficulties from other quarters, 
:^< and would then shew your friendship and 
^* good-will, in whatever was for my advantage. 
^^ But when the knife bad {Penetrated to the 
*^ bone, and I was surrounded with such heavy 
•^ distresses that I could ho Idnger live in expec- 
^ tations, I theii wrote an account of my diffi- 
*** culties ; the answer which I have received to 
^* it is such, that it has given me inexpressible 
'< grief and affliction. I never had the least id^a 
**~or expectation. from yoo, and the Councih 
^^ that you would ever have given ycnir orders 
*^ in to afflicting a manner, in which you never 
^* before wrote, and which I could not have 
^* imagined. • As I am resolved tQ obey the 
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*• orders and directions of the Council, without 
*• any delay, as long as I live, I have, agreeably 
" to those orders, delivered up all my private 
*' papers to him, that when he shall have exa- 
*^ mined my receipts and expences, he may 
^< take whatever remains. As I know it to be 
** my duty to satisfy you, the Company and 
** Council, I have not failed to obey in any 
** instance, but requested of him that it might 
" be done so as not to distress me in my neces- 
^* sary expences, there being no other fund but 
'^ those for the expences, of mutseddies, house- 
*^ hold expences and servants, &c. He demanded 
'^ these in such a manner, that being remediless, 
*^ I was obliged to comply with what he required. 
" He has accordingly stopped the pensions of 
" my old servants of thirty years, whether se- 
** poys, mutseddies, or household servants; and 
*• the expenses of my family and kitchen, 
" together with the jaghires of my grandmother, 
** mother and aunts, and of my brothers and 
*♦ dependents, which were for their support 
^^ I had raised 1,500 horse, and three battalions 
•* of sepoys to attend upon me ; but as I have 
" no resources to support them, I have been 
<< obliged to remove the people stationed in the 
" Mahals, and to send his people into the 
:^' Mahals^ so that I have not now one single 
*^ servant about me. Should I mention what 

M 3 " further 
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** furthei^ difficulties I have been reduced to, it 
*^ tt would lay ite open to contempt; althoogh 
" J have willingly assented to this which. brings 
.^* such didtress on tni^ and have in a manner 
•' altogether ruined myself ; yet I ikiledhot td 
^* do it for this reason, becausdit was for your 
^* satisfaction, and that of the Goundl ; lusd I 
'^ am patient, and even ' thankful In thiscondr- 
^' tion, but I cannot imagme for what cai^se yoti 
** have conceived displeasure against ine, irom 
^* the commencement of my adqainistration^ In 
** evelry circumstance, I received strength, and 
** security ftom your favour, and that of the 
** Council ; and in eyery instance you and the 
** Council have shewn your friehdship Bxtd 
" affection for mej but at preisent, that ybuliave 
** sent these orders^ I am greatly perplexed.*^ * 

We will not trouble yoiir Lordships withlhe 
remainder of the letter^ which is all in the sanlfe 
style of distress and affliction.; and of the abject 
dependence bf a man who considers himself^ 
insulted, robbed, and ruined in that state df 
dependence. : . * 

In addition to the evidence contained in this 
letter, your Lordships will be pleased to recol- 
lect the Nabob*s letter which we read to yoilr 
Lordships yesterday, the humble and abject 
style of which, you will never forget* Oh!, jconf- 

sider^ 
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tiAwr tayi Ltrds^ thft dnsianod of the fqtelnof 
lioaiaa i grcatateas I Tcm , ihuei' reineml^iv^ 4fhat 
them ift'.nbt.a tiBM aqgr jw!ber€Mti:>atKy!)Q£itItt 
4^arbui3 farcmks, of > Mr^ Halting?, that ' ht : aevsr 
cdadescended sa iqncii aei to. ghr^ >aK:iubw0r 
jtQjthe iup|)liaiit l^texsoof jAiat .a&happfi aiVKa 
Ttuil'e .was. na mode of iddignit^^^trkb wftr^^ 
idid Qot'tMat this familf^thera waiHO-iftdde dT 
uidignk3r.irit& wh£ch be didiU)ttreatliib>pe^Mil 
-r--thtoe was no modeof-in^igtiity with^^hicH hk 
4id^4kot treat diikiainiflter H3;d6r Beg Kk»ii^ 
this. mam^ whom he.xepresenta fo be'the fi>04; 
jnfiunoua flfnd scabdadiMis.- of mankhid^ Md ^df 
whom he^ seivertbeldssy' at the sameJtitiM^ d4^ 
clares^ that his only support with the Vizier, was 
tfaesuppipit which he,: Wki^efi Hasth^/an't^^re- 
sentauFe af the English gouel'titteMr Igayb liim;) 
. ^ iwiU ndw. xead'&.'paperwMchi ^>ettiup^ 
flight nob' to Have ibden iceceived in evidence!; 
hut which W^were willing to enter ^tnyodi: 
JiChuitas as etiidence, ih' order ihat ever}^ tbin§ 
should eomi^ before you. ¥our Lordships iikih 
lizard ^th0 N^b i^eakof his misery, dittr^i^, 
and oppression } butiierehe makes a cbmpletb 
defeasa&ce as'it were of the whole charge^ a^df- 
MOt disavEowil of ^very 43nQ of the complalni!^, 
and paii^ttiaijy that 6f haviag netei- recdv^A 
4n answer M these complaints. Oh ! ihitik, 'I 
say, my^Ldrdsr-of the degraded^ flviseraJMe Wfl 
-J m4 unhappy 
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Unhappy State to which human nature maybe 
reduced, whea you hear this unhappy man de- 
clare, that all the charges which we have made 
upon this subject relative to him, and which are 
all either admitted by him, or taken from his 
Dwn representation, are now stated by him in a 
paper before you to be all false, and that there 
is not a word of the representation which he had 
xnade of Mr. Hastings, that has the least truth 
in it* Your Lordships will find this in that c<J- 
lection of various papers, wluch ought to be 
preserved and put into every museum in Europe^ 
as one of the most extraordinary productions 
4liat was ever exhibited to the world. 

Papers received the 8th of March 1788f and 
translated pursuant to an orderof the Governour 
.General in Council, dated the S7th of April 
1788, under the seal of his Excellency the 
Nawaub Azoph ul Dowlah, Azoph Jeh Behodar, 
Vizier ul Momilek : — '* I have at this time learnt 
^^ that the gentlemen ia power in En^and, upon 
'* the suspicion that Mr. Hastings, during his 
^< administration, acted contrary to the rules 
<^ of justice and impartiality, and, actuated hy 
«« motives of avidity, was inimical towards men 
^^ without cause ; that he broke such engage- 
^* ments and treaties as has been made between 
<• the Company and oth^r cbiefi j that he ex- 
tended 
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"^^ tended the band of oppres^M over the pr0* 
:**.perties of men j tore up the roots of prosptf- 
^^ rity and security from the land, and rendered 
-** the ryots and subjects destitute, by force and 
.^* extortion. As this accusation, in fact, is de- 
*^ stitute of uprightness, and void of truth, 
•* therefore with a view to shew the truth in its 
'* true colours, I have written upon this sheet 
^^ with truth and sincerity, to serve as an evi- 
•^* dence, and to represent real ^ts; to serve 
*^ also as information and communication, that 
^* If r. Hastings, from the commencement of his 
«« administration, until his departure for England, 
^* whether during the life*time of the deceased 
■** Nawoub, of blessed memory. Vizier ul Moulk, 
** Sujah ul Dowlah Rehodar, my father, or du* 
*^ ring my government, did not at any time 
•* transact, contrary to justice, any matter which 
>^; took place from the great friendship between 
^ me and the Company, nor in any business 
>^ depart from the path of truth and upright- 
*< ness ;. but cultivated friendship, with integrity 
,^^ and sincerity^ and in every re^ct engaged 
^* himself in the duties of friendship, with me, 
i* my ministers, and confidants. I am at all 
^ times, and in «very way, pleased with arid 
<< thankful for his friendly manners, and qua- 
^< lities ; and my ministers and confidants, who 
M jisve always every xme of ihembeen satisfied 

" with 
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<< viih iiM x^Qdi>ct, arefbr ev«r grateful for hfci 
^* fri^(bbip, and thankful jfpr his virtiKS.. Ais 
7*^ the^eiAaAteifa are real faets» auil acoocding to 
** truths: I have written thdse lines as an evi- 
<< dence» ^itd transmit the pa|)er to £i^land 
." through tb^ goverpmj^ttt of Calcutta^ for the 
^* inf0riwitiptt Qf t|i6 g^tlejaaen. of power and 
<* rank i» Enfland/' - . 

Oh^i^ve^ rtiy Lords^ the candour of the Comf- 
.mOp^*^^e:|>rodttGe this evidence, which accuses 
ua aa Mr* Uaatiogsdoeat of uttering every thing 
^that is false. — we chdoseto bring our shame be^ 
j^rethj^ worlds and to admit that this man, on 
,«hoseibf^ialf> and on the behalf of whose court- 
ify we have. accused. Mn Hastings, has declared, 
that this;accusatiou (namely this Impeachment^O 
Is destitute jof uprightness and without truth. 
3iit my. Ifivd^ this is not only a direct caatr^ 
diction ItQ aJl.he.has ever said— ^ all that iitt 
Ijeen ]>jp^^t(>.you by us.j but ailiisect contra- 
4»0tion.:toi aU the repKaeotationa: o£ Mr.Ha^ 
tings himself. .Yosir Iiordshq>a will hence, sei^, 
yfh9^%&»dxt is to be.givffli toithese papers* i " 
:^Yaur Lordships shall D0w.>h^ur vAiat Hyxier 
^eg K^a says ; that/ Hyder :Beg Khaa whb 
atands recorded in: your Minnibis as the .worst tf£ 
nanlqnd^ whoi is represebtied as writing letteft 
"without the Nabob's consent, and in defianci tff 

him; 
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him J— the man of whom Kiv H9$tiDgs ssysi 
that the Nabob is nothio^ but a tpol iii hh 
hand^i and that the Nabob is^ and. ever must be; 
a tocrf of: somebody or other. Now as we h^ve 
heard the tool speak, let us heJtf bow the work* 
man employed to work with this tool sp^ak$^;-* 
£xtract (i:om Hyder B^ Kban*s Letter to tb4 
Govembur and Council. ♦* It. is at this, tinlf 
♦* karnt by the Nawanb Vizier and us his mi^ 
'^ nisters, that gentkmen of power in EngUnd 
*^ are dii^Ieas^ with Mr. Qaitii^^, on the «us^ 
** picion that duHng his admfnistratioil in this 
•♦ country, fironl tnotlves of avidity, he committed 
** oppressions contrary to the rules of justice, 
•♦ took the properties of men by deceit and force, 
** injured the ryots and subjects, and rendered 
** the country destitute and ruined.— As the ttue 
** and upright disposition of Mr. Hastings is ift 
;«^ every re^ct free of this suspicion, we there* 
^ fore wilh truth and sincerity declare by these 
^* lines, \frritten according to fact, that Mr. -Has- 
** tings, from the first of his appointment to ikk 
" government of tbis country, until his depaf>- 
** ture for Europe, during his authority in thfe 
^ management ot^ the ' dfeirs o^ tthe ^untry, 
'* whether in the life-time rf the Nawaub^ Sujah 
>'.til Dowlah Behadre^ deceased, or whethet 
** during the present reign, did not, in any 
<< matters which took place from the great 
'^ friendship between this GoVernment and the 

" Company, 
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!* Company, act in anywise upon motive of 
*• avidity, and not having, in any respect, other 
f^ than justice and propriety in intention, did 
" not swerve from their rules, he kept his Ex- 
** cellency the Vizier always pleased and satis*- 
^* fied }** (you will remember, my Lords, the 
last expressions of his pleasure and satisfac- 
tion), " by his friendship and attention in every 
** matter. He at all times shewed favour and 
>^ kindness towards the ministers of this govern- 
^* ment, and under his protection having en- 
*^ joyed perfect happiness and comfort, we are 
** from our hearts satisfied with, and grateful 
^ for his benevolence and goodness/' 

Here, my Lords, you have the character which 
Hyder Beg Khan gives of Mn Hastings; of the 
man who he knew had loaded him, as he had 
4one, with every kind of indignity, reproach, 
and outrage, with which a man can be loaded* 
Your Lordships will see, that this testimony 
repeats, almost word for word, the testimony of 
the Vizier Nabob, which shews who the real 
writer is. 

My Lords, it is said that there is no word in 
the Persian language to express gratitude. With 
these signal instances of gratitude before us, 1 
think we may venture to put one into their die* 
tionary ; Mr. Hastings has said he has had the 
pleasure to find from the people of India, that 

gratitude 
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gratitude which he has not met with from his 
own countrymen the House of Commons ; cer* 
tainly if he has done us services, we have beeA 
ungrateful indeed; if he has committed enor<- 
mous crimes, we :are just. Of the miserable, 
dependent situation to which these people are 
reduced, that they are not ashamed to come 
forward and deny every thing they have given 
under their own hand ; all these things shew the 
portentous nature of this government, they 
shew the portentous nature of that phalanx with 
which the House of Commons is at present at 
war ; th^ power of that Captain General of every 
species of Indian iniquity, which, under him/ is 
embodied, arrayed, and paid, from LeadenUUt- 
street to the furtheritio^t part of India. We hav« 
- but on0 observation more to c^ei" upon this col# 
lection of Rayzunumas upon these miserable tes- 
timonials giv^n by these wretched people in am** 
tntdiction to ail their oWn previous representa^ 
tions ; directly in contradiction to those of Mr. 
Hastings himself; directly in contradiction to 
those of Lord Cornwallis ; directly in contnu 
diction to truth itself. It is this4 Here ia Mr. 
Hastings with his agents, canvassing the country^ 
with all that minuteness with which a county is 
canvassed at an election y and yet in this whole 
book of Rayzunumas not one fact Educed by 
us is attempted to be disproved, not one fitct 

upon 
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iipon wEich Mn Hastiogs's defence ckn be found- 
ed is attet»pted to be proved. There i& nothing 
imt1ia7e«Vile pRnegyrickg, direetiy belied hj the 
€tate iof factSy directly belied by the persons 
themselves ; direetly belied by Mr. Hastings at 
your bar; and by all the whole course of the 
correspondence of di€icoantiy. 

We bore leave to your Lordehips^ judgment, 
the consideration of the elevated rank of the 
persoQd aggrieved and degraded to the lowest 
Btate:of' dependence and actual distress; the 
codsiderotiiHi of the condition of the country 
gentlemen, who were obliged to hide their heads; 
wherever'they could, from the plunderers an;d 
liobbers established under his authority in every 
part* of the country ; and that of the miserable 
cbmmon people who have been obliged to sdl 
4itiit children through want of food to ifbed 
themij the consideration I say of the manner in 
"whiclrthss country, in the highest, in the middle, 
aoid in the lowest classes of its inhabitents, nay 
in fiHysicid works of God, was^ desolated and 
cte^trayed' b^ diis man. Having now done if itii 
die province of Oude, we will proceed toi the 
prdviace of Be^al, and coosiikr What Was^ the 
kind, of government which he exe^ised therie^, 
ahd^in what^ manner it' dfibeted' the people tfattt 
i;vr6rb subjected to it 

: Baigal, like every part of India subject to the 
f; " British 
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BHtfsh lem^e^ contkina^ss I^bSave already bsd 
eccasian to liiention) tbree distinct cfauses of 
people^ fbnnittg tbree distinct social i^stains. 
The fifst Ib the Mahonietam ; which, about 
semi hundred years* ago, obtained a footuig'ifa 
that o6anjby>. and ever smce hn in b great degree 
retained its miboriiy* there. For die Maho*^ 
m^kins had sefft|ed there long befinre tfaef^^(nnda<» 
tion of the Bengal enrpire, ;wfaich was onBrtnined 
by Hsunerlane : So that this people, who'arb m» 
prettuted^ somedtn^s looaefy as straagers, ^e 
pe0ple of ancient and considerable iettlement in 
thatconiitry; an4 though like M^thomMan set* 
tleks iq imany^oth^ countries^ they hiiy& f^fen 
into dec^y, yet; t>eing cotuAm^f 9«cruite4 
fym vat^s paitts of Taitary nnder HiA Mogql 
M^e, and from various. paHs of JP^riiiay they 
eont^nue: to bei the leadmg and most powerfol 
peof]^ throughout the Feniosula; and m w« 
fbtinid them^there^ l^iese pe6ple,^ th^ inosi 
patt, fidlo^ no traded ^ or oocnpiatioiH th^ re^ 
^on and laWs Ibrbidding them m the^^Mritit^oi 
manner ij^ take usury or profit arising &<»n mon^ 
lh$st Is m any way lent ; they bav0 tbe^efbre^no 
(kthep means for Uieir support, hut wbat^ arism 
fi^om their adherence U>f iikd connexion Witt^,' 
fM Mogul goi^nmetifs ai!id iMV^ceroy^; ^I%e^ 
enjdy otider^tftem various offices^dvil and mtli^. 
liupy/variotis emiiidytnents in^ the coui1» ot^ hW4 
t*'i and 
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tnd stktioiis in the army. Accordingljr a ptodi^ 
gious number of people, almost all of them per-* 
sons of the most ancient and respectable familiesi 
in the country, are dependent upon and cling to 
the Siibodars or Viceroys of the several pro- 
vinces. They therefore who oppress, plunder 
and destroy the Subodars, oppress,' rob and 
destroy an immenise mass of people* It' is true 
that a supervening government, established upon 
another, always reduces a certain portion of the 
dependents upon the latter to want« You must 
distress, by the very nature of the circUmstftnces 
of the case, a great number of people ; but then 
it is your business^ when by the superiority which 
you. have acquired^ howevel* you may have ac*^ 
^uir^ it» (for I am not now considering whethet 
you have acquired it by friudor forc6>or wh^thec 
by a mixture of both;) wjieil I say you have 
noquived iU it is your busmess not to oppress 
those people with new and additional difficdlties^ 
but rather to console them in the state to>)iich 
they are reduced^ iand to giv^ them' all .the 
asaistance and protection in your power, : / : 
• The next system i^ composed of the desl^eBdi 
antft of the people who were found in the country 
by the Mahomedan invaders. The system befori^ 
mentioped con^)rehends the officifd interesti thl^ 
judicial interest, the court interest^ i^d the-mili? 
tary interest* Thia latter body incjudea al^Ofil 

the 
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the whole landed interest, commercial interest^ ^ 
and monied interest of the country, J?pr the 
Hindoos not being forbidden by their laws or> 
religious tenets as laid down in the ShasOer-^ 
itiany of them became the principal, money 
lenders and bankers ; and thus the Hindoos form 
the greatest part both of the landed and monied 
itit^rest in that<;outitry. 

• The third and last system is formed of the^ 
English interest; which in reality, whether it 
appears directly or indirectly, is the governing 
interest 6f the whole co!4ntryj of its cinl and 
military interest, of its landed, monied, and reve^ 
nue infereist ; and what to us is the greatest con- 
cern of all, it is this system which is respon^ble 
for the government of that country tp the gm^ern- 
ment of Ofeat Britain. It is divided into two 
parts, one emanMing from the Company, and 
afterwards regulated by Act of ^Parliament ; 
ihe other a judicial body sent out by, and acting 
under the authority of the Crown itself. The 
persons composing that interest are those whom 
we usually call the servants of the Company* 
They enter into that service, as your Lordships 
know, at an early period of life, and they are pro- 
moted accordirigly a^ their merit or their interest 
may provide for them. This body of men, 
with respect to its number, is $0 small as 
scarcely^to deserve mentioning; but from certain 
- Vol. XVI. N circumstances 
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circuimtaiioes, the government of the whote 
country is fallen into their bands. Amongst these 
circumatadcea the most important md e9aetitial 
are^ their . hitving the pablick revenues and tbe^ 
publick purse entirely ink their ow^ bands^ and 
tbm having ^n army maintaii^ by that purae* 
wd disciplined in the Euroqpean manner. Such 
was the state of that country when Mr.Haatings 
was £(ppointed gdvernour in 177S. Your Lord* 
ship^ are How to decide upon the manner in which 
he hl^ Qomported himself witK regard to all these 
tbrc^ intei^ts i first, whether be h^ made tbe 
aac^ent M^K>metan families as easy as he could; 
secondly, whether be has made the Hindoo inba* 
bitMts, the Zemindars and their tenants, as se- 
cure in their property and as easy in their te&ure 
as he could ; and l(tstly, whether he has nutde: 
the English interest a blessing to the country ; 
^nd whilst it provided moderate, safe, ^md p|t>per 
em^^umfents to the persras tb(^ were coneerned 
in it— it kept them from <^>pression and rapkie^ 
iMiid a general waste and ravage of the country ; 
whether in jshort, he made a)l thes0 three inleresto 
pursue thftt one object, which aU inter^ts. and ftlt 
governments ought to pursue, the advwtage «n<t 
w^fare.of the people under them. 

My Lords, in support of our cbar:ge a^ns^ 

the Prisoner at your bar, that he ^cted in a tmt^ 

Mr dicectly ^ reverse of this: Webavefhrovjed; 

3 to 
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to^ yott that hi» first acts of oppression, Werct 
directed against the Mahometan goveirpid«nt'; 
that government which had been beforei x^ot 
only in name» but in effect to the very tim^ of 
his appointment, the real government of the 
country. After the Company had acquired it» 
right over it, some ^adow still remained of the' 
abci^it government. An allowance was settlekl 
for the Nabob of Bengal, to support the dignity 
of his court, which amounted to between fouc 
and five hdndred thousand pounds a yean In 
this was comprehended the support of the whole 
mi^s of nobility ;. the soldiers, serving or re^ 
tii^d ; all the officers of die court ; and all the 
wottlen that were dependent upon themi ; the 
whole of the criminal jurisdiction of the country^ 
mid a very considerable part of the civil law and 
die. civil government. These establishments 
formed the constitutional basis of their political 
government. 

The Company never had^ and it is a thing that 
wie can never toooft;en repeat toyourLord^hips^ 
tbe Company never had of right despotkk power 
in that country, to overturn any of these esta* 
blskments* The MognU who gave them tbeii: 
charters, could not give them such a power» he 
did not de facto give them auch a power-r-tbe 
government of this Country did not tfy Act of 
Pkrliament^ and the Company did not and couki 

N 2 not 
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not by their delegation give him su^h a power ;* 
the Act by which he was appointed governour, 
did not give him such a power, If he exercised 
it, he usurped it ; and therefore every step we 
take in the examination of his conduct in Ben- 
gal, as in eveiy step we take upon the same sub* 
ject every where else, we look for the justificntion 
of his conduct to laws ; the law of nations, the 
laws of this country, and the laws of the coun^ 
try he was sent to govern, ^ 

' The government of that country, by the an- 
cient constitution of the Mogul empire (besides 
the numberless individual checks and counter- 
checks in the inferior officers) is divided into 
the Viceroyal part and the Subadarry part. The 
Viceroyal part takes in all criminal justice and 
political government. Mr. Hastings found the 
country under a viceroy, governing according 
to law, acting by proper judges and magistrates 
under him ; — ^he himself not being the judicial 
but executive power of the country j that which 
sets the other in action and does not supersede 
it or supply its placed The other, the Subadarry 
power, which was by the grant of the Dewanny, 
conferred upon the Company, bad under its care 
the revenues, as much of the civil government 
as is concerned with the revenues, and many 
other matters growing out of it. These two 
<^C9s are co-ordinate and dq)endent on iBach 

other. 
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Other. The Company, after contracting to main- 
tain the army out of it, got the whole revenue 
into their power. The army being thus within 
5 their power, :the Subadar by degrees vanished 
into an empty name. 

• When we. thus undertook the government of 
the cQuntry, conscious, ths^t we had undertaken 
.a task which by any personal exertion of our 
;Own we were unable to perform in any proper 
or rational way, the Company appointed a native 
fof tlie country, Mahomed Reza Khan, who 
stands upon the records, of the Company, I ven- 
ture to ?ay, with such a character, as no man 
.perhaps ever did stand, to execute the duties of 
both . offices. Upon the expulsion of Cossim 
.AH Kjian, the Nabob of Bengal, all his children 
;Wer0 left in a young, feeble, and unprotected 
state ; and in that, state of things, Lord Clive, 
Mr. Sumner, who sits near Mr. Hastings, and the 
rest of the Council, wisely appointed Mahomed 
.Reza Khan, to fulfil the two offices of deputy 
'Viceroy and deputy Dewan, for which he had 
immense allowances, and great jaghires andreve* 
nues, I allow. He was a man of that dignity, rftnk, 
and consideration, added to his knowledge of 
Jaw and expierience in business, that Lord Clive 
^nd Mr. Sumner, who. examined strictly his pon- 
.duct at that time, did not think that 112,000/. a 
;year, the amount of the emoluments which h^ 
L N S been 
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been allowed him, was a great 4eal too much: but 
at his own desire, and in order that these emo- 
luments might be brought to stated and fixed 
sums, they reduced it to 90,000/.; an allowance 
which they thought was not more than sufficient 
to preserve the state of so great a magistrate, 
and a man of such rank, exercising such great 
employments. The whole revenue of the Com- 
pany depended upon his talents and fidelity; 
and you will find, that on the day in which he 
surrendered the revenues into our hands, the 
Dewanny, under bis management, was a million 
more than it produced on the day Mr. Hastings 
left it. For the truth of this, I reffer your Lord- 
ships to a letter of the Company sent to the 
Board of Controul. This letter is not in evi- 
dence before your Lordships, and what I am 
•stating is merely historical. But I state the 
fact, and with the power of reftrring for their 
proof, to documents as authentick as if they 
were absolutely in evidence before you. As- 
suming, therefore, ' that all these facts may be 
verified by the records of the Company, I have 
now to state that this man, by some rumours 
true or false, was supposed to have misconducted 
himself in a time of great calamity in that coun- 
try. A great famine had about this time grie- 
vously afflicted the whole province of Bengal. 
I must remark by the* way, that these countries 
- are 
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are Ikble to this calamity^ but it is g»ady 
blessed by natdrd with resources whu:b aflbrd 
tbe means [of speedy recovery^ if thar goverii* 
ment does not counteract them. Nature^ that 
inflicts the calamity, soon heals the wound; it 
is in ordinary seasons the most fertile couatiy^ 
inhabited by the most industrious people, and 
the most disposed to marriage and settlement, 
probably that exists in tbd whole world; lo.tbat 
population and fertility are soon re^tored^ and 
the inhabitants quickly resume their former 
industrious occupations. 

During the agitation excited in the country 
by the calamity I hate just mentiOneid, Mahomed 
Reza Khani through the intrigues of Rajah 
Nundcomar, one of his political rivals, and of 
some £ngKsh faction that supported him, was 
accused of being one of the causes of the ^tnine. 
In answer to this charge^ he alleged what w^ 
certainly a sufficient justification-^tbat he had 
acted under the direction of the English Board) 
to which his conduct throughout this business 
was fully known. The Company however sent 
an order from England to have him tried ; but 
though he frequently supplicated the gov^rnitteAt 
atCalcutta, that his trial should be proceeded, inr, 
"in order that he might be either acquitted |tnd 
discharged, or condemned^ Mr. Hastings kejft 
faim in prison two years^ under pretenc^^ (aa h6 

wrote 
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wrote word tx> th? Directors,) that Mahomed 
.Re2a Khan himself w^ not very desirous tp 
hasten the matter* In the mean time the Qqfirt 
of Directors having, removed him frpm hjs gre^ 
ofl^ces^ authorized and comqtianded Mr, Hfistaiig^ 
,(and here we come within the sphere of your 
'Minutes) to appoint 4 succesjsor to Mahomed 
JReza Khan/ fit to fulfil the duties of his statioq. 
Now I ^hall first shew, your Irordphipa what SQrt 
of person the Court of Directors described to 
him as most fit to fill the office of Mahomed 
lleza Khan ; what sort of person he did appoint;; 
and then we wiU trace out to you the conse- 
iquences of that appointment, 

. Letter from the Court of Directors to the 
President and Council at Fort WiUiami dated 
iiJSth August 1771 :—** Though we Imve not 
.^* a doubt but that by the eyertion of your abili- 
^* ties and the care and assiduity of our servants 
/« in the superitftendancy of the revenues, the 
*♦ collections will be conducted with more ad- 
^* advantage to the Company and ease to the 
f^ taatives, than by means of a Naib Dewan ; we 
,** are fully sensible of the expediency of sup- 
/^ porting some ostensible minister in the Com- 
;*♦ pany's interest at the Nabob's court, to tran- 
,'* 3act the political affairs of the Sircar, and 
f* interpose b^tvfeen the Company and the sub- 
: : . . jects 
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** jects of wy £u]:opean power, in all cases 
V ^herein ,they may thwart our interest, or 
*/ enqroach on our authority} and as Mahomed 
*\ Heza Khan can no longer be considered by 
^* us Bs one to whom such a power can be safely 
** committed, we trust to your local knowledge 
*^ the selection of some person well qualified 
^^ fpr the afiairs of government, and of whose 
** attachment to the Company you shall be well 
** assured ; such person you will recommend to 
** the Nabob to succeed Mahomed Reza as 
" minister of the government, and guardian of 
** the Nabob's minority ; and we persuade qur<> 
" selves that the Nabob will pay such r^ard tp 
/< your recommendation, as to invest him with 
.*♦ the necessary power and authority. 

'< As the advantages which the Company 
.♦• may receive from the appointment of such 
** minister, will depend on his readiness to pro- 
" mote our views and advance our interest; we 
** are willing to allow him so liberal a gratifi- 
^^ Qation as may excite his zeal and secure hi^ 
•* attachment to the Company; we therefor^ 
'" empower you to grant to the person whom 
" you shall think worthy of this trusty an annual 
/' allowance not exceeding three lacks of rupees, 
/* (thirty thousand pounds,) which we consider 
." not only as a munificent reward for any ser- 
** vices he shall render the Company, but suf- 

*• ficient 
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*^ fipiei^i to enable him to support his station 
" with suitable rank and dignity; and here 
^* we must add, that in the choice you shall 
\^ make of a person to be the active minister of 
>* the Nabob's government, we hope and trust 
*• that you will shew yourselves worthy of the 
^* confidence we have placed in you, by being 
" actuated therein by no other motives than' 
'* those of the publick good and the safety and 
" interest of the Company/* 

• Here, my Lords, a person was to be named fil 
to fill the office and supply the place of Mahomed 
IReza Khan, who was Deputy Viceroy of Bengal, 
at the head of the criminal justice of the country, 
and in short at the head of the whole ^ostensible 
Mahometan government. He was also to supply 
the place of Mahomed Reza Khan as Naib 
Dewan, from which Reza Khan was to be re- 
moved : for you will observe the Directors 
always «peak of a man fit to perform all the 
duties of Mahomed Reza Khan ; and amongst 
these he was to be as the guardian of the 
Nabob's person, and the representative of his 
authority and government. 

Mr. Hastings having received these orders 
from the Court of Directors did — what? He 
alleges in his defence, that no positive coni- 
inands were given him j but a very sufficient 

description 
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description was given of the person who ought 
to succeed Mahomed Reza Khan, in whom the 
Company had before recognised all the necessary 
qtialities; and they therefore desire him to name 
a similar person. But, what does Mr. Hastings do 
in consequence of this authority ? He names no 
man at all. He searches into the seraglio o£ the 
Nabob, and names a woman to be the Viceroy 
of the province, to be the head of the ostensible 
government, to be the guardian of the Nabob's 
person, the conservator of his authority, and a 
proper representative of the remaining majesty 
of that government. Well, my Lords, he searched 
the seraglio. When you have to take into con- 
sideration the guardianship of a person of great 
dignity, there are two circumstances to be at- 
tended to ; one a fkithful and afibctionte guac- 
dianship of his person ; and the other a strcmg 
interest in his authority and the means of exer- 
cising that authority in a proper and competent 
manner* 

• Mr. Hastings, when he was looking for a 
woman in the seraglio (for he could find women 
only there,) must have found actually in authority 
there the Nabob's own mother r certainly a person 
^ho by nature was most fit to be his guardian; 
and there is no manner of doubt of her being 
sufficiently competent to that duty. Here then 
was a legitimate wife of the Nabob Jaffier AK 

Khan 
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Khan, a woman of rank and distinction, fittest 
to take care of the person and interests, as far 
as a woman could take care of them, of her own 
j3on,. In this situation, she had been placed 
before, during the administration of Mahomed 
.Reza Khan, by the direct orders of the Gover- 
nour Sir John Cartier; She had, I say, been put 
in possession of that trust, which it was natural 
and proper to give to such a woman* But what 
•does Mr» Hastings do ? He deposes this woman. 
;He strips her of her authority with which he 
found her invested under the sanction of the 
English government. He finds out a woman in 
4(ie seraglio called Munny Begum, who was bound 
to the Nabob by no tie whatever of natural aflfec- 
.tipn* He makes this woman the guardian of the 
young Nabob's person. She had a son who had 
been placed upon the Musnud after the death of 
.his father Sujah Dowlah, and had been appointed 
his guardian. This young Nabob died soon 
afterwards, and was succeeded by Nuzimut 
Dowlah, another natural son of Sujah Dowlah. 
This prince being left without a mother, thia 
woman was suffered to retain the guardianship 
of the Nabob till his death. When Mobarick ul 
Dowlah, a legitimate son of Sujah Dowlah, suc- 
ceeded him. Sir John Cartier did what his 
duty was, he put the Nabob's own mother into 
the place which she was naturally entitled to hold, 

the 
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the guardianship of her own son, and displaced 
Munny Biegum. The whole of the arrangement, 
by which Munny Begum was appointed guardian 
of the two preceding Nabobs, stands in the 
Company's records, stigmatized as a transaction 
base, wicked, and corrupt. We will read to 
your Lordships, an extract from a letter which 
has the signature of Mr. Sumner, the gentleman 
who sits here by the side of Mr. Hastings, and! 
from which you will learn what the Company and 
the Council thought of the original nomination 
of Munny Begum and of her son. You will 
find that they considered her as a great agent,' 
and instrument of all the corruption there ; and 
that this whole transaction by which the bas- 
tard son of Munny Begum was brought forward 
to the prejudice of the legitimate son of the 
Nabob, was considered to be, what it upon the 
very face of it speaks itself to be, corrupt and 
scandalous. 

. Extract of a general letter from the President 
and Council at Calcutta Bengal, to the Select 
Committee of the . Directors. Paragraph 5.— 
'* At Fort Saint George we received the first 
*• advices of the demise of Meer JaflSer, and of 
** Sujah Dowlah's defeat, it was there firmly 
f' imagined that no definitive measures would 
*' be taken either with respect to a peace or 

" filling 
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" filling the vacancy in the Nizamut before oul^ 
•* arrival, as the hapmng arrived in the month 
** of January with your general letter, and the 
*' appointment of a Committee with express 
** powers to that purpose, for the successful 
<< exertion of which the happiest occasion now 
" oflered j however, a contrary resolution pre- 
•* vailed in the Council; the opportunity of 
^ acquiring immense fortunes was too inviting 
^ to be neglected, and the temptation too pow- 
** erfiil to be resisted; a treaty was hastily 
** drawn up by the Board, or rather transcribed 
'' with few unimportant additions from that con- 
*< eluded with Meer Jaffier, and a deputation 
*^ consisting of Messrs. Johnstone, senior. Mid- 
^ dleton and Leycester, appointed to raise the 
'* natural son of the deceased Nabob to the Suba- 
*• darry, in prejudice of the claim of the grahd- 
^< son ; and for this measure such reasons as- 
'' signed as ought to have dictated a diametri- 
** cally opposite resolution, Miran's son was 
<< a minor, which circumstance alone would 
^' have naturally brought the whole administra- 
<< tton into our hands at a juncture when it 
^^ became indispensably necessary we should 
** realize the ^laddw of power and influence; 
" which, having po solid foundation, was exposed 
" to the danger of being annihilated by the first 
*' stroke of adverse fortune ; but this inconsis^ 

«' tence 
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'^ tence was not regarded, tiot was it material 
•* to the views for pr^ipitating the treaty, which' 
" wjis pressed on the young Nabob at the fitst' 
** interview, in so earnest and indelicate a man-^ 
*^ ner as highly disgusted him and chagrined' 
'< his ministers, while not a single rupee was ati^ 
** pulated for the Company, whose interests' 
** were sacrificed that their servants might revel 
*' in the spoils of a treasury, before impoverished,' 
" but now totally exhausted/' 

" 6.— This scene of corruption was first dis- 
** closed at a visit the Nabob paid to Lord Clive 
'* and the gentlemen of the Committee a few 
'' days after our arrival ; he there delivered to 
<< his Lordship a letter filled with better com« 
<^ plaints of the insults and indignity he bad 
*^ been exposed to, and the embezzlement of 
*< near twenty lacks of rupees issued from his 
^ treasury for purposes unknown, during the 
'' late negotiations ; —so public a complaint could 
*< not be disregarded, and it soon produced an 
" inquiry* We referred the letter to the Board, 
^' in expectation of obtaining a satisfactory ac- 
«< count of the appUo^ion of this money, and 
** were answered only by a warm remonstrance 
*' entered by Mn L^ycester, against that very 
^ Nabob in whose elevation he boasts of having* 
** beea a principal agent.** ^ 

^' 7*-— Mahomed Reza Khan, the naib sou- 

" bah 
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** bah, was then called upon to account for this 
*^ large disbursement from the treasury; and 
^< he soon delivered to the Committee the ver^ 
** extraordinary narrative entered in our pro- 
*• ceedings, the 6th of June, wherein he specifies 
*^ the several names and sums, by whom paid, 
^* and to whom, whether in cash, bills or obji- 
*• gation; so precise, so accurate an account 
V as this of money for secret arid venal services 
" was never, we believe, before this period ex-' 
" liibited to the honourable Court of Directors, 
•* at least never vouched by lirideniaible testi- 
^ mony and authentidk documents by Jiiggut 
** Seet, who himself was obliged to contribute 
** largely to the sums demanded by Moolyram," 
^* who was employed by Mr. Johnstone in all 
"these pecuniary transactions by the Nibob 
^ and Mahomet Reza Khan, who were the hea- 
" viest sufferers ; and lastly by the confession 
^ of the gentlemen themselves whose names 
" are specified in the distribution list.** 
/ " 8.— Juggut Seet expressly declared in his 
" narrative, that the sum which he agreed to 
" pay the deputation, amounting to 125,000 
•* rupees, was extorted by menaces j and since 
" the close of our inquiry, and the opinions wfe 
" delivered in the proceedings of the '21st of 
" June, it fully appeairs, that the presents from 
^ the Nabob and Mahomed Rezah Khan, exceed- 
ing 
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^ iogth^ UnmensQ sum of seventeen lacks, were 
^ not the voluntary offerings of gratitude, bgt 
1* contributions levied on the weakness of the 
^ government^ and violently exacted from th^ 
<« dependent state and timid disposition of the 
<^ minister. The charge, indeed, is denied CA 
f^ the one band, as well as affirmed oq tb^ 
•* other. Your honourable Board, must there^ 
♦* fore determine, how far th^ circmnstance.of 
\^ extortion may aggravate the crime of disobei* 
<< dience to yoqr posit;ive orders ; the ^p^.psing^ 
<^ t^e govemmei^t in a manner to ^le^ and 
^* receiving tb^ infamous wageai ofcorruptioQ 
<^ from opposite parties and contending interestBt 
«< We speak with boldness, because wd speiik 
<* fi^om conviction founded upon indubitable 
« evidence, that besides the above^ sums :speci4 
'^ fied in the distribution account^ to the ampunC 
<^ q£ S38,1S5 pounds sterling, there was like* 
^^ wise to the value of several, lacks .of rupees 
*^ procured from Nundcomar and RoyduUub^ 
^^ each of whom aspired at, and . obtained a 
^< promise of that very employment it w4S p^en 
*^ determined to bestow on Mahomed Reza Khan« 
<• —Signed at the end,— CHve> W" B. S|umper# 
<* John Carnac, H, Verelst, Fra« Sykes^** 

My Lords, the persons who sign this Ift^ett 

are mostly theiriends^ and one of them. if the 

Vol. XVI. O gentleman 
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gentleman who is bail for, and sits near Mr. 
Hastings. They state to you this horrible and 
venal transaction by which the government was 
set to sale, by which a bastard son was elevated 
to the wrong of the natural and legitimate heir ; 
lind in which a prostitute, his mother, was put' 
in the place of the honourable and legitimate 
mother of the representative of the family. 

Now if there was one thing more than another 
tinder heaven which Mr. Hastings ought to have 
^hutined, it was the suspicion of being concerned 
in any such infamous transaction as that which is 
here recorded to be so — a transaction in which 
the country government had before been sold to 
ikiis very woman and her ofispring, and in which 
two great candidates for power in that country, 
fbuglrt; against each other, and perhaps the 
largest ofierer carried it 

• When a gpverhour general sees the traces' of 
<;orruption in the conduct of his predecessors, 
the traces of injustice following that corruption^ 
-^tbe traces of notorious irregularity, rn setting 
adide the just claimants in favour of those thai 
have no claim at all, — he has that before his 
•yes v^hich ought to have made him the more 
scrupulously avoid, and to keep at the farthest 
distance possible from, the contagion and even 
die suspicion of being corrupted by it. More* 
over, my Lords, it was in consequence of these 

very 
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very transactions^ that the new covenants Were 
made, which bind the servants of the Company^ 
never to take a present of above .S00/« or 
some such sum of money, from any native iaf 
circumstances. there described; This covenant 
I shall reserve for consideration in another part 
of this business. It was in pursuance of this idea, 
and to prevent the abuse of the prevailing cus* 
tom of visiting the governing powers of that 
counfary, with a view of receiving presents from 
them, that the House of Commons afterwards, iti 
ito inquiries, took up this matt^ and passed the 
regulating act in 1773' But to return to Munny 
Begum — ^this very person^ that had got into, 
power by the means already mentioned, did 
Mr. Hastings resort to, knowing her to be 
well skilled in the trade of bribery ;— rknowing 
her skilful practice in business of this sort; 
knowing the fitness of her eunuchs, instruments 
wd agents to be dealers in this kind of trflffick*^ 
This very woman did Mr. Hastings select, 
stigmatized as she was in the Company's record, 
stigmatized by the very gentleman who sits next 
to him, and whose name you have heard read to 
you, as one of those members of the Council that 
reprobated the horrible iniquify of the transact 
tion, in which this woman was a principal agent 
For* though neither the young Nt^ob nor his 
mother ought to have been raised to the stations 

02 in 
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in wliich they were placed^ and were placed 
there for the puipose of facilitating the receipt 
«f briber ; yet the order of nature was preservedt 
imd the mother was made the guardian of her 
own son« For though she was a prostitute and 
he a bastard, yet still she was a mother and he a 
^n ; and both nature and legitimate disposition^ 
with regard to the guardianship of ft son, went 
together. 

. But what did Mn Hastings do? improving 
upon the preceding traQsaction, iijiproviqg oQ 
it by a kind of refinement ip corruption^r-h^ 
drives away the lawful^ motheir from her lawful 
guardianship ; the mother of nature he turns out, 
(nd he delivers her son the stepmother, ^tQ bc^ 
the guardian of his person. That your Lord^ 
ships mfty see who this wptnun was, we sb41 
fead tq you a pttper iVoip your J^^ord^hips* 
Minutes, pto^lue^ M<>re Mr. H^stit^^ci iac^' 
arid never contradicted by hii9 frQm tbftt day 
to this. < V 

At a consultation, «4th July 1775 :— •' Shah 
V Chanim, deceased, was sister to . the ^NatK^ 
^ Mahub ul Jung by the same father* but dif-*; 
i^ fereot mothers^ shie toarried Meer Mahomed 
*} Jaffier Khan, by whom 9he had a soQ'and ci 
^^ daughter; the name of the former was Meer 
f* Mahomed Sadduc AU:Kh«2i».aod the kttet 
, ^ •* was 
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^ was married to Meet Mahomed Cosskn Khati 
'< Sadduc ; Ali Khan had two sons and two 
^ daughters ; the sons' names are Meer Sydoc 
^ and Meer Sobeem, who are now living ; the 
'* daughters were married to Sultan Merza 
^^ Daood- 

** Baboo Begum, the mother of the Nabob 
^ Mobarick ul Dowlab, was the daughter of 
^ Summim Ali Khan, and married Meer Ma« 
M homed Jaffier Khan. The history of Munny 
•* Begum, is this: — At a village called Balcurda^ 
^ near Sehindra, there lived a widow, who from 
** her great poverty, not being able to bring up 
^^ her daughter Munny, gave her to a slave girl 
^belonging to Summim Ali Khan, whose name 
** was Bissoo j during the space of five years 
^^ she lived at Shahjehunabad, and was educated 
*^ by Bissoo, afler the manner of a dancing girl; 
** afterward the Nabob Shamot Jung, upon the 
** marriage of Ik^am ul Dowlah) brother to the 
^^ Nabob Surage ul Dowlab, sent for Bissoo 
^* Beg*s set of dancing girls from Shahjehunabad^ 
^^ of which Munny Begum was one, and allowed 
■« diem 10,000 rupees for their e^cpences, to 
^* dance at the wedding ; while this ceremony 
•♦ was celebrating they were kept by the Nabob, 
*' but some months lAerwards he dismissed 
** them, and they took up their residence in thi% 
^ city. Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan then 
OS " took 
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H took them into keeping, and allowed Munny 
" and her set 500 rupees per month ; till at 
^^ length finding that Munny was pregnant, he 
r*' took her into his own house i she gave birth 
^^ to the Nabob Nijam ul Dowlah, and in this 
" manner she has remained in the Nabob^s 
*• family ever since/' 

My Iiords, I do not mean to detain you long 
aipon this part of the business; but I have 
thought it necessary to advert to these parti- 
culars. As to all the rest, the honourable and 
able Manager who preceded me has suflSciently 
impressed upon your Lordships' minds the mon*- 
etrous nature of the deposing of the Nabob-s 
•mother from the guardianship of her son, for the 
purpose of placing this woman there at the head 
of all his family, and of his domestick concerns 
in the seraglio within doors, and at the head of 
the state without ; together with the disposal of 
the whole of the revenue that was allowed him. 
Mr. Hastings pretends, indeed, to have appointed 
at the same time a trusty mudseddy to keep the 
iu:eomit& of the revenue, but he has since de- 
clared that no/account had been kept, and that 
it was in vain to desire it oi" to call for it. This 
is the state of the case with respect to the ap- 
pointment of Munny Begum. With regard to 
the re-appointment of Mahomed Reza Khan, you 
have heard from my worthy fellow. Manager, 

that 
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that he was acquitted of the chiurges that had 
\}een brought against him by Mr. Hastings, after 
a long and lingering trial. The Company wa9 
perfectly satisfied with the acquittal, and de- 
clared that he was not only acquitted, but 
jionourably acquitted; and they also declared 
that he had a fair claim to a compensation for 
|)is suJSerings. They not only declared him in- 
nocent, but meritorious. They gave orders that 
he should be considered as a. person who was to 
be placed in office again upon the first occasion, 
and that he had entitled himself to this favour 
by his conduct in the place which he had before 
filled. . 

The Council of the year 1775 (whom I can 
never mention nor shall mention without honour) 
who complied faithfully with the Act of Par- 
lisunent, who never disobeyed the orders of the 
Company, and to whom no man has imputed 
even the shadow of corruption, found that this 
Munny Begum had acted in the manner which 
,my honourable fellow Manager had stated; that 
she had dissipated the revenue, that she had 
neglected the education of the Nabob, and had 
thrown, the whole judicature of the cotmtry 
into confusion. They ordered that s^e^ should 
be removed from her situation, that the Nabob^s 
own mother should be placed at the head of the 
seraglio, a situation to which she was entitled ; 

O 4 and. 
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sndy with regard to the rest of the offices, that 
Msriiomed Reza Khan should be employed to fill 
thetQt . 

Mr. Hastings resisted these propositions with 
all his might, but they were by that happy mo^ 
roentary majority carried against him, and Ma^ 
homed Reza Khan was placed in his former 
situation* But Mr. Hastings, though thua 
, defeated, was only Waiting for what he con* 
sidered to be the ibrtunate moment for return** 
ing again to his corrupt, vicious, tyrannical and 
disobedient habits. The re-appointment of 
Mahomed Reza Khan had met with the fullest 
approbation of the Company ; and they directed^ 
that, as long as his good behaviour entitled him 
to it, he should continue in the office. Mr. 
Hastings, however, without alleging any ill 
behaviour, and for no reason that can be assigned, 
but his corrupt engagement with Munny Begtlm, 
overturned (upon the pretence of restoring the 
Nabob to his rights) the whole of the Company's 
arrangement, as settled by the late majority, and 
approved by the Court of Directors. 

I have now to shew you what sort of a man 
the Nabob was, who was thus set up in defiance 
of the Company's authority ; what Mr. Hastings 
himself thought of him ; what the Judges thought 
of him ; and what all. the world thought of 
him* 

I must 
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I must first make your Lordships acquainted 
with a little preliminary matter : — a man named 
Roy Radachum, had been appointed vakeel or 
agent, to manage the Nabob's affairs at Calcutta; 
One of this man's creditors attached him there4 
Roy Radachurn pleaded his privilege as the 
vakeel or representative of a sovereign princew 
The question came to be tried in the Supreme 
Court, and the issue was. Whether the Nabob 
was a sovereign prince or not? I think the 
Court did exceedingly wrong in entertaining 
such a question ; because, in my opinion, whether 
he was or was not a sovereign prince, any person 
representing him ought to be leR free, and to 
have a proper and secure means of concerting his 
affairs with the CocinciL It was however taken 
otherwise; the question was brought to trials 
Whether the Nabob was a sovereign prince 
sufficient to appoint and protect a person ta 
manage his affairs, under the name c^ an am* 
bassadour? In that cause did Mr. Hastings 
come forward to prove, by a voluntary affid^vit^ 
that he had no pretensions, no power, no au- 
thority at all ; that he was a mere pageant, & 
thing of straw, and that the Company exercised 
every species of authority over him, in evety 
particular, and in every respect ; and that there- 
fore to talk of him as an efficient person, was an 
afii>ont to the common sense of mankind; and 

this 
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this you will find the Judges afterwards declared 
to be their opinion. 

I will here press again one remark (wbicii 
perhaps you may recollect that I i^ve made 
before) that the chief and most usual mode it| 
which all the viUanies perpetrated in India, by 
Mr. Hastings and his co-partners in iniquity^ 
has been through the medium and instrifmentality 
of persons whom tiiey pretended to faaver^ts 
^ their own, and to be acting for themselves ^ 
wheifeas such persons were, in fact, totally det 
pendent upon him, Mr. Hastings, and did no 
one act that was not prescribed by him. In ordet 
therefore to let you see the utter falsehood, 
fraud, prevarication and deceit, of the pretence^ 
by which the native powers of India are repre* 
rented to be independent, and are held up as the 
instruments of defying the laws of this kingdom, 
4inder pretext of their being absolute princes, 
I will read the a^davit of Warren Hastings, £sq* 
Governour General of Bengal, made the Slst 
July 1775 :— " This deponent maketh oath, and 
'< saith,. That the late President and CouncU 
'* did, on or about the month of August 1771^ 
'< by their own authority appoint Munny Begum^ 
** relict of the late Nabob Meer Jaffier Ali KhaiH 
,** to be guardian to the present Nabob Moubar 
.** rick ul Dowlah, and Rajah Goordas, son of 
** Mahah Rajaji Nundcomar, to. be dewan of 

" the 
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5* the 9aid Nabob's household; allowing to the 

** said Munny Begum, a salary of 14^sOOO rupees 

A< per annum ; and to the said Rajah Goorda8» 

^< for himself and officers, a salary of 100,009 

^ rupees per annum. — That the said lat^ Prer 

*' sident and Council did, in or about the^ month 

^« of August 1772, plan and constitute regular 

** and distinct courts of justice, civil and Crimir 

<< nal, by their own authority, for administration 

•^^ of justice to the inhabitants throughout Ben^ 

/< gal> without consulting the said Nabob»^ or 

'<< requiring his concurrence, and that the said 

<< civil courts were made solely dependent on 

" the Presidency of Calcutta; and the said 

*^ criminal courts were put under the inspection 

" and controul of the Company's setvajits, 

<< although ostensibly under the name of the 

.« Nazim, as appears from the following extracts 

^* from the plan for the administration of justice, 

** constituted by the President and Council as 

•* aforesaid.*' 

My Lords, we need not go , through all tke 
circumstances of this affidavit which is in your 
Minutes, and to save time; I will refer your 
Lordships to them. This affidavit, as I have 
already said, was put into the Court to prove, 
that the Nabob had no power or authority at all ; 
but what is very singular in it, and which I re- 
' commend 
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commend to the particular notice of yoor Lord- 
ships when you are scrutinizing this matter^ is, 
that there is. not a single point stated to prov6 
the nullity of this Nabob's authority, that wa$ 
not Mr. Hastings^s own particular act. Well, 
the Governour General swears ; the Judge of 
the Court refei*s to him in his decision ; he build* 
and bottoms it upon the Governour General^ 
affidavit ;— he swears, I say, that the Council, by 
their own authority, appointed Munny Begun! 
to be guardian to the Nabob. *^ By what autho- 
*^ rity,'* the Governour General asks, ** did the 
" Council erect courts of law and superintend 
*« the administration of justice, without any 
•• communication with the Nabob? Had the 
** Nabob himself any idea that he was a sove- 
" reign? Does he complain of the reduction of 
«• his stipend or the infringement of treaties ? 
^ No, he appears to consider himself to be, what 
** in fact he really is, absolutely dependent 
" on the Company, and to be willing to accept 
•• any pittance they would allow him for his 
•• maintenance. He claims no rights ; Does he 
** complain that the administration of justice is 
•• taken into the hands of the Company ? No. 
^ By the treaty, the protection of his subjects 
*^ is delivered up to the Company ; and he well 
•* knew, that whoever may be held up as the 
** ostensible prince, the administration of justice 

•' must 
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<< must be in the hands of those who have power 
"•to enforce it;'* he goes on, •• TheGovernour 
^* General, who, I suppose, had a delicacy to 
'* state more than what had before been made 
** pinblick, closes his affidavit with saying, that; 
M all l^e has depos^ to, he believes to be pub- 
<< lickly known, as it is particularly oet fortbin 
^^ the printed book entitled Reports pf the Conn 
<* mittee of the House of CcHiimons. I knew^-^ 
he adds, ** it was there, and was therefore 8UP-» 
^' prised at this application ;. it is so notoriqua 
f' that every body in the settlement must have 
" knowq itj whea I say every body I m€ia» 
^* with an exception to the gentleman .who have 
f* i^)plied to the Court. The only r^on I ca» 
^* give for their applying, is the. little time they 
^* liave beeq in the country,*' The Judge (i 
think it is Chief Justice Impey,) then goes on,* 
** Perhi^s this question might have been deter-» 
«• mined merely on the dates of the letters to 
'/the Gpv0rQ9ur General; but as the Council 
'' have made the other a serious queatio(n» I 
^ should not have thought that I had done my 
<' duty if I had not given a full and dtetermit)at& 
*^ opinion upon it, X should have been sorry if 
^^ I bad left it doubtful, whether the eropty^ 
V name of a Nabob should be thrust betwcfen a 
u dfditiquent and the laws, so as effectually ta 
^ protect iiim from the htod pf justice/'; 

My 
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My Lords, the Court as you see bottoms its 
determination on what we stand upon here, Mr. 
Basting's evidence that the empty name of a 
pretended sovereign should not be thrust forth 
between a delinquent and justice. 

What does Mr. Lemaistre, the other Judge, 
say upon this occasion, ♦* with regard to thisl 
^ phantom, that man of straw Mobarick uT 
^^ Dowlah, it is an insult on the understanding 
^ of ^e Court, to have made the question of 
** his sovereignty. But as it came from the 
•^ Govemour General and Council, I have too 
** much respect for that body to treat it ludi- 
^* croudy, and I confess I cannot consider it 
^ seriously, and we always shall consider a letter 
*^ of business from the Nabob, the same as a 
" letter from the. Govemour General and 
^ Council/* 

This is the unanimous opinion of idl the Judges 
concerning the state and condition of the Nabob. 
We have thus established the point we mean to 
e^blish, that any use which shall be made of 
the Nabob^s name, for the purpose of justifying 
any disobedience to the orders of the Company, 
or <>f bringing forward corrupt and unfit persenb 
for the government, could be considered as no 
0ther than the act of the persons who shall make 
6uch a use of it; and that no letter that the 

Nabob 
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Nabob writes to any one in power, was or could 
be considered as any ather than the letter of that 
person himself. This we wish to impress upon 
your Lordships, because, i^s you have before 
seeii the use that has been ^nade in this way of 
the Nabob of Oude, you may judge of the use 
that has been made of the name of Hyder Beg 
Khan, and of the names of all the eminent per^ 
sons of the country. One word more and I have 
done; if whilst you remark the use that is 
made of this man's name, your Lordships shall 
find, that this use has ever been made of his 
name for his benefit, or for the purpose of giving 
him any useful or substantial authority, or of 
meliorating his condition in any way whatever, 
forgive the fraud, forgive the disobedience. 

But if we have shewn your Lordships, that it 
was for no other purpose than to disobey the 
orders of the Company, to trample upon the 
laws of his country, to introduce back again, and 
to force into power, those very corrupt and 
wicked instruments which had formerly done so 
much mischief, and for which mischief they were 
removed, then we shall not have passed our time 
in vain, in endeavouring to prove that this man, 
in the opinion of a court of justice, and by pub- 
lick notoriety, and by Mr. Hastings's own 
opinion, was held to be fit for nothing but to be 
made a tool in his hands. 

Having 
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Having stated to your Lordships generally the 
effects produced upon the Mahomedaii interest 
of Bengal, by the misconduct of the Prisoner at 
your bar, with respect to the appointment of 
the guardian of the Nabob or Subadar of that 
province, and of the ministers of his government* 
I shall have the honour of attending your Lord- 
ships another day; and shall shew you the use 
that has been made of this government and of 
the authority of the Nabob, who, as your Ix>rd- 
ships have seen, was the mere phantom of power} 
and I shall shew how much a phantom he was 
&r every good purpose, and how efiectual an 
instruiQent he was made for every bad one. 

[[Adjourned^ 
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TRIAL 

OF 

WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 14th, 1704. 

EIGHTH DAY OF THE REPLY. 

(mR« BURKE.) 
MY LORDS, 

YOUR Lordships heard upon the last day of 
the meeting of this high Court, the distri- 
bution of the several matters which I should 
have occasion to lay before you, and by which 
I resolved to guide myself, in the examination 
of the conduct of Mr. Hastings with regard to 
BengaL I stated, that I should first shew the 
manner in which he comported himself with 
regard to the people, who were found in pos- 
session of the government when we first entered 
into BengaL We have shewn to your Lordships 
the progressive steps by which the Native govern* 
ment was brought into a state of anijihitation. 
We fa^ave stated the manner in which that goverq- 
neht was solemnly declared by a court of justice. 
Vol. XVL P to 
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to be depraved and incompetent to act, and 
dead in Iaw« We have shewn to your Lordships 
(and we have referred you to the document) thai 
its death was declared upon a certificate of the 
principal attending physician of the state, namely 
Mr. Warren Hastings himself; this was declared 
in an afidavit made by him, wherein he has 
gone through all the powers of government, of 
which he had regularly despoiled the Nabob 
Mobarick ul Dowlah part by part, exactly ac- 
cording to the ancient formula^ by which a 
degraded knight was despoiled of his knight- 
hood; they took, I say, from him all the powers 
of government, article by artide ; his helmet, 
his shield, his ouimss, at last they hacked off his 
spurs and left him nothing. Mr. Hastings laid 
dorwn all the piieiaises and left the Judges to 
dxAw the conclusion. 

Your Lordships will remark, (ior you will find 
it en your Minutes) that the Judges have de- 
clared this affidavit of Mx. Hastings to be a 
deUcate i^daiat. We have heard of a£Gulavits 
diiit were true. We hare heani of affidavits that 
wti^ peijiued, but this is the irst instance tii«t 
has come to our knowledge, (and we receive it 
-•9 a proof of Indian refioeififiiit) of a delieate 
4iffidavit ; this affidavit of Mr. Hasliaga we shall 
iibew ip your Lordships, is not entitled to the 
description of a gtod affidavit, hmre^^rit m^^ 
i be 
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be entitled, in the opinion of tkoae Judges, to the 
descripticm of a delicftte affidavit» a phraae by 
which they appear to hare meant that he had 
fimuidied all the prooft of the Nabob's depo- 
nitixm^ but had delicately avoided to declare him 
expcessly deposed* The Judges drew, however, 
this indelicate conclusion ; the conclusion they 
drew was founded upon the premises ; it was. 
very just and logical ; for they declared, that he 
«ras a mere cjrpher. They commended Mr. 
Hastii^s d^cacy, though they did not imitate 
it ; but they pronounced s^itence of deposition 
upon the said Nabob, and they declared that any 
letter or paper that was produced from him, 
could not be considered as an act of government. 
So effectually was 1^ removed by the Judges out 
of the way, that no minority, no insanity, no 
physical circumstances, not even death itself, 
could put a man more completely out of sight. 
They dedare diat they would consider hiis letters 
in no otjier light than as the letters of the Com- 
pany^ represented by the Oovemour General and 
Council. Thus then, we find the Nabob legdly 
dead. 

We find next, that he was politically dead. 
Mr. Hastings^ not satisfied with the affidavit he 
miade in court, has thou^t proper upon record, 
to in&im die Coqipany and the world of what 
he oonsidered him to be civilly and politically. 

p 2 — [Minute 
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— ^[Minute entered by the Governour General :] 

— *' The Governour General. I object to this 

" Motioti, [a Motion relative to the trial 

*< above ialluded to] because I do not appre* 

** bend that the declaration of the Judges 

" respecting the Nabob's sovereignty, will in-^ 

*^ volve this government in any difficulties with 

" the French or other foreign nations,'' [maak^ 

my Lords, these political effects] " How little 

<* the screen of the Nabob's name has hitherto 

'' availed, will appear in the frequent and inh- 

*^ conclusive correspondence which has been 

*• maintained with the foreign settlements/ the 

*' French especially, since the Company have 

♦* thought proper to stand forth in their real 

** character in the exercise' of the Dewanny. 

** From that period the government of these 

•^ provinces has been wholly theirs, nor can aH 

^' the subtleties and distinctions of political 

** sophistry conceal the possession of power, 

** where the exercise of it is openly practised 

*• and universally felt in its operation. — In de- 

'* fercince to the commands bf the Company, 

•• we have generally endeavoured, in all oiir 

*• correpondence with foreigners, to evade the 

*^ direct avowal of oiir' possessing the actual 

** rule of the country; employing the unapplied 

" term government, for the power to which we 

^< exacted theii" submission ; but I do not re- 

•* member 
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, *^ member any in^tance^ and I hope none will be 
*^ found, of our having been so disingenuous 
*' as to disclaim our own power, or to af&i:in 
^* that the Nabob was the real sovereign of thQse 
^ provinces. In effect I do not hesitate to say, 
** that I look upon this state of indecision to 
*^ have been productive of all the embarrass- 
'•' ments which we have experienced with the 
** foreign, settlements j none of them have ever 
** owned any dominion but that of the British^ 
** government in these proviqces; Mr. Chevalier 
** has repeatedly declared, that he will not ac- 
^ knowledge any other, but will look to that only* 
^ for, the support of the privileges possessed by 
^' his nation, and shall protest against that alon^ 
" as responsible for any act of power, by whichr 
'' tl^ir privileges may be violated or their pro- 
<' perty disturbed. The Dutch, the Danes, have 
f' severally applied to this government as to the 
•• ruling power, for the grant of indulgences and 
*^ the redress of their grievances; In our replies 
" to all, we have constantly assumed the pre- 
** rogatiyes of that character, but eluded the 
** direct avowal of it ; under the name of in^ 
** fluence, we have offered them protection, and 
^* we have granted them, the indulgences of 
** government, under elusive expressions, some<^ 
** times applied to our treaties with the Nabobs, 
** sometimes to our own rights as the Dewan, 
p 3 " sometime 
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^ sometimes opedly dechuiB^ the Tirtual rule; 
*< which we held erf* these provinces^ We have con- 
^ tended with them for the rightl of gOvern- 
** ment^ and threatened to repel with force the 
** encroachments on it i we^ in one or two in- 
^ stances, have actually put these threats into 
^< execution, by orders directly issued to the 
*< officers of government and enforced by de- 
*^ tachments from our own military forces. The 
<^ Nabob Was n^vef Consulted nor was the pre- 
** tence ever made, that his orders or concur- 
*^ rence were necessary; in a word, we have 
^ always allowed ourselves to be treated asr 
^ principals, we have treated at principals ; but 
^ we have contented ourselves with letting our 
^ actions insinuate the character which we 
^< effectually poesessed, without asserting it.— - 
^ F6r my own part, I have ever considered the 
** teeerve which has been enjoined us in this 
^< respect, as a consequence of the doubts which 
** have long prevailed, and which are stilt 
«< suffered to subsist respecting the righlis of the 
<< British government and the Company, to the 
<* property and dominion (^ these provinces^ not 
^< as infening a doubt with re^>ect to any foreign 
*< power; it has however been produdtive of 
** great inconveniences, it has prevented Mt 
** acting with vigour in our disputes with the 
*« Dutch and French* The former refuse to 

this 
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^ thift day, tb^ payfii^M of the B^hor Pescofih, 
^ althoQ^ tbe light is incontestable against 
•• fhem^ and we have threatened to enforce if. 
*» Both nations refuse to be bonnd by oiir de- 
•• crees, or to snbimt to mir regulattions ; they 
^' refuse to submit to the payment of tlte (duties 
** on the fbreign commerce but in their own 
^* way, which amounts almost to a total exemp- 
" tion ; they refuse to submit to the duty often 
^ per cent which is levied upon foreign salt, by 
'* which (unless a stop can be put to it by a more 
•* decisive rule,) they will draw the whole of 
^* that important trade into their own colonies ; 
♦* and even in the single instance in which they 
•* have dlowed as to prescribe to them, namely, 
•' the embargo op grain on the apprehension of 
•^ a dearth, I am generally persuaded that they 
^ acquiesced from the secret design of talcing 
*^ the advantage of the general suspension, by 
** exporting grain clandestinely under cover 
" of their colours which they knew would screen 
^* them from the rigorous examination of our 
^ officers. We are precluded from forming 
•* many arrangements of general utility, becanse 
^* of their want of controul over the European 
*• settlement; and a great part of the defects 
^* which subsist in the government and com* 
** mercial state of the country are ultimately 
•* derived from this source. I have not the 

p 4 slightest 
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*' slightest suspicion, that a more open and de^ 
« cided conduct would expose us to Worse con-» 
^*^ sequences from the European nations ; on the 
*• contrary, we have the worst of the argument 
^^ while we contend with them under false 
f * colours, while they know us under the disguise, 
^* and yre have not the confidence to disown it } 
*^ what we have done and may do under an 
** assumed character, is full as likely to involve 
** us in a war with France, a nation not much 
*< influenced by logical weapons, if such can be 
^* supposed to be the likely consequences of our 
'< own trifling disagreement with them, as if we 
^* stood forth their avowed opponents. To con- 
•♦ elude, instead of regretting with Mr, Francis, 
<* the occasion which deprives us of so useless 
^* and hurtfbl a disguise } I should rethet 
'* rqoice (were it really the case,) and cpn« 
'* sider it as a crisis which freed the constitution 
'* of our government from one of its greatest 
" defects.*' 

Now, my Lords, the delicacy of the aflSdavit 
is no more — the great arcanum of the state is 
avowed — ^it is avowed that the government is 
ours — ^that the Nabob is nothing. It is avowed 
to foreign nations ; and the disguise which we 
have put on, Mr. Hastings states, in his opinion, 
to be hurtful to the afiairs of the Company* 

Here 
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Here we perceive the. exact and the perfect 
agreement between his character as a delicate 
affidavit maker in a court of justice, and his in* 
delicate declarations upon the records of the 
Company for the information of the whole world, 
concerning the real arcanum of the Bengal 
government. 

Now I cannot help praising his consistency 
upon this occasion, whether his policy was right 
0r wrong ; hitherto we find the whole consistent, 
we find the affidavit perfectly supported. The 
inferences which delicacy at first prevented him, 
from producing, better recollection and more 
perfect policy made him here avow. In this state 
things continued. The Nabob, your Lordships 
see, is dead^ — dead in law, dead in politics — 
dead in a court of justice — dead upon the records 
of the Company. Except in mere animal ex-^ 
istence, it is all over with him. 

I have now to state to your Lordships, that 
Mr. Hastings, who has the power of putting 
even to death in this way, possesses likewise the 
art of restoiing to life. But what is the medi- 
cine that revives them? — ^Your Lordships lam 
sure will be glad to know what nostrum not 
hitherto pretended to by quacks in physick, by 
quacks in politicks, nor by quacks in law, will 
serve to revive this man, to cover his dead bones 
with fleshp and to give him life, activity and 

vigour. 
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vigour* My Lordd, I am about to tell you art 
instance of a recipe of such infallible efficacy, 
as was never before discovered. His cure for 
iXl disorders is disobedience to the commands of 
his lawfbl superiors. When the orders of the 
Court of Directors are contrary to his own 
opinions, he forgets them all. Let the Court of 
Directors but declare in favour of hfs own sys- 
tem and his own positions, and that very moment 
merely for the purpose of declaring his right of 
rebellion against the laws of his country, he 
Counteracts them. Then these dead bones arise ; 
or, to usea langu£^ more suitable to the dignity 
of the thing, Bayes's men are all revived. " Are 
•• these men dead?*' asks Mr. Bayes*s friend. 
** No,'* says he, " they shall all get up and 
*^ dance immediately." — But In this ludicrous 
view of Mr. Hastings's conduct^ your Lordships 
must not lose sight of its great importance. 
You cannot have, in an abstract, as it were, any 
one thing that better developes the principles of 
the man; that more fully developes all the 
sources of his conduct ; and of all the frauds 
and iniquities which he has committed, in order 
at one and the same time to evade his doty to 
the Court of Directors, that is to say, to the laws 
of his country, and to oppress, crush, rob, and 
ill-treat the people that are under him. 

My Lords, you have had an accownt of the 

person 
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Mahomed Resa Khai^; you have h^stA of thd 
rank he b(»re, the snftriiigs that he wedt through, 
Ub trial and honourable acquittal, and the Com*' 
pmy*^ wder that the fir»t apportudity should be 
tahen to appoint him Naib Soubah or deputy of 
the Nabob, and more ei^pecially to represent hitti 
in the administering of justice. Your Lordshipi 
are ako acquainted with what was A6M in ecm^ 
sequence of those orders by the Council Oeuerat, 
in the rettoration and re-estaUidhrment of th< 
este^iutire power In this person ; not in the poor 
NabcA>, a poor helpiesi^, iU-bred; iU'^educated boy, 
but in the first Mussulman of the country, who 
had before exercised the office of Ndb Soubah 
w Depoty Viceroy, in order to give some degree 
of support to the expiring honour and justice of 
that country. The rtis^ity, namely, General 
Ciavering, Colonel Monson aud Mr* Francis, 
whose names as I have before said, wilU fot" 
obedience to the Company, ^delity to the laws, 
honour to themselves, and a purity untouched 
and unimpeached, stand cBsthigui&hed and 
honoured in spite of all the corrupt and bark'* 
ing virulence of India against them. These 
men, I say, obeyed the Company ; they had no 
secret or fraudulent connexion with Mahomed 
Reza Khan; but they re-instated him in his 
office. 

The 
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The moment that real death had carried away 
two of the most virtuous of this community^ aad 
that Mr. Hastings was thereby re-established in 
his power, he returned to his former state of 
rebellion to the Company, and of fraud and 
oppression upon the people. And here we come 
to the re-vivificating medicine. I forgot to tell 
your Lordships that this Nabob, whose letters 
^ere declared by a court of law, with his own 
approbation, to be in effect letters of the Go- 
vernour General and Council, concludes a formal 
application transmitted to them and dated 17th 
November 1777» ^^th a demand of the restora- 
tion of his rights. Mr. Hastings upon this 
enters the following Minute : — " The Nabob's 
** demands are grounded upon positive rights, 
*' which will not admit of a discussion ; he has 
^* an incontestable right to the management of 
** his own household; he has an incontestable 
«• right to the Nizamut.** 

My Lords, you have heard his affidavit, you 
have heard his avowed and recorded opinion. 
In direct defiance of both, because he wishes to 
make doubtful the orders of the Company and 
to evade his duty, he here makes without any 
delicacy a declaration, which if it be true the 
affidavit is a gross perjury, let it be managed 
with what delicacy he pleases. The word Niza- 
mut, which he uses, may be unfamiliar to your 

Lordships. 
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Lordships, In India it signifies the whole ex- 
ecutive government, though the word strictly 
means Viceroyalty ; all the princes of that 
country holding their dominions as representa- 
tives of the Mogul, the great nominal sovereign 
of the empire. To convince you that it does 
80, take his own explanation of it. — ** It is his 
" by inheritance; the Adowlet and the Fouz- 
•■ darry having been repeatedly declared by the 
*• Company and by this government, to apper- 
** tain to the Nizamut. The Adowlet, namely, 
*' the distribution of civil justice; and the 
" Fouzdarry, namely, the executive criminal 
" justice of that country, that is to say, the 
" whole sovereign government of the courts of 
'* justice, have been declared by the Company, 
** to appertain to the Nizkmut.'* 

I beg of your Lordships to recollect, when 
you take into your consideration the charges of 
the House of Commons, that the person they 
accuse, and persons suborned by him, have never 
scrupled to be guilty, without sense of shame, 
of the most notorious falsehoods, the most glaring 
inconsistencies, and even of perjury itself; and 
that it is thus they make the power of the Com- 
pany dead or alive, as best suits their own 
widced, clandestine, and fraudulent purposes; 
and the great end of all their actions and all 
ihiir politicks, plunder and peculation. 

I must 
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I mu»t her^ refyr your XiOrdships to a Mimitc 
af Mr* Vvwms% which I recommeod to your 
rending at large^ and to your very serious recoU 
legion, in page 1086; because it contaifls a 
eomplete history of Mr. Haatings's conduct, and 
of its eflEbcta upon this occasion. 

And now to proceed. The Nabob, in a sub*- 
sequent application to the Company's govern- 
Ment at Calcutta, desires that Munny Begum 
may be aUowed to take on herself the whole 
admiaistration of the aflairs of the Nizamut (not 
the superiority in the administration of the aflSurs 
of the seraglio only, though this would have 
been a tyrannical usurpation of the power be- 
longing to the Intimate mother of the Nabob) 
without the interfi^-ence of any person what- 
ever ; and he adds, that by this the Govemour 
will give him complete satisfaction. In all 
fraudulent correspondences, you are sure to jfind 
the true secret of it at last. It has been said 
by tooi«bodyf that the true sense of a letter is 
to be learaait from its postscript. But this matter 
k MO clumpy managed, that in contempt of aU 
decency^ the first thing the Nabob does, is to 
desiise be may be put into the hands of Munny 
B^igiim$ md that without the interference of 
aoybody whatever* 

The ne^t letter ivunediately following on the 
beils of the fioirmer, was received by the Council 
on the ISth of February 1779. In this letter 

he 
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im deskfs tkat Mabooied Rez9 Kbftii «My be 
removed from bis plSce in the government; and 
he wpreesos hif bope«, that w he himself if now 
come to years of maturity, and by the blef^ainf 
pf God 1$ not 90 devoid of understanding a9 to 
he incapable of conducting his affairs ; bye my^, 
*^ I am therefore bc^ful, from your favour and 
^^ legtrd to justice, that you will deliver me 
^* from the authority of the aforesaid Mahomed 
^< Reza Khan^ and give your permission that I 
^ take on myself the management of the Adow*- 
•♦ let and Fouzdarry/'i— There is no doubt of 
this latter application, in contradiction to t^ 
/brmer, having arisen from a suspicion that the 
i^ypointment of Munny Begum would be too 
gross, and would shock the Council ; and Mr* 
Hastings therefoce orders the second tetter to 
be written from the Nabob, in which he claima 
the powers of government for himself. Then 
follows a letter from the Governour (jreneral* 
in£irming the Nabob, that it had been agreed 
that his Excellency being now arrived at yeiurs 
of ouiturity, the controul of his own household, 
and the courts dependent on the Nizamut and 
Fouzdarry, should be placed in his hands; and 
Mahomed Reza Khan was directed at the same 
time, to resign his authority to the Nabob* 

Here your Lordships see Munny Begum* in 
eftct, completely invested with, and you will 

see 
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see how she has used her power; for I suppose 
your Lordships are sick of the name of Nabob, 
as a real actor in the government. You now see 
the true parties in the transaction, namely, the 
lover, Warren Hastings, Esquire ; and Munny 
Begum, the object of his passion and flame ; to 
which he sacrifices as much as Anthony ever 
did to Cleopatra. You see the object of his love 
and affection placed in the administration of the 
Viceroyalty } you see placed at her disposal, the 
administration of the civil judicature, and of 
the executory justice ; together with the salary, 
which was intended for Mahomed Reza Khan. 

Your Lordships will be pleased to remember^ 
that this distribution of the Nabob's govern- 
ment, was made in direct defiance of the orders 
of the Company. And as a further proof of 
this defiance, it will not escape your Lordships, 
that before this measure was carried into ex- 
ecution# Mr. Barwell being one day absent from 
the Council, Mr. Hastings fell into a minority ^ 
and it was agreed, upon that occasion, that the 
whole affiiir should be referred home to the 
Court of Directors, and that no arrangement 
should be made till the Directors had given their 
opinion. Mr. Hastings, ^ the very moment after 
Mr. Barweirs return to his seat in the Council^ 
rescinds this resolution, which subjected the 
orders of the Court of Directors to their own 

reconsideration ; 
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reconsideration ; and he hurries headlong and 
precipitately into the execution of his first de- 
termination. Your Lordships will also see, in 
this act, what sort of use Mr. Hastings made of 
the Council, and I have therefore insisted upon 
all these practices of the Prisoner at your bar, 
because there is not one of them in which some 
principle of government is not wounded, if not 
mortally wounded. 

My Lords, we have laid before you the con- 
sequences of this proceeding. We have shewn 
what passed within the walls of the seraglio, and 
what tyranny was exercised by this woman over 
the multitude of women there. I shall now 
shew your Lordships, in what manner she made 
use of her power oyer the supreme judicature^ to 
peculate, and to destroy the country; and I 
shall adduce, as proofs of this abuse of her 
authority, the facts I am about to relate, and of 
which there is evidence before your Lordships. 
There was an ostensible man named Sudder ul 
Hoe Khan, placed there at the head of the ad- 
ministration of justice, with a salary of 7,0007. 
a year of the Company's money. This man, in 
a letter to the Governour General and' Council, 
received the 1st of September I778 : — says, 
" His Highness himself [the Nabob] is not 
*V deficient in regard for me, but certain bad 
" men have gained an ascendancy over his 
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" temper, by whose instigation he acts." You 
will see, my Lords, how this poor man was 
crippled in the execution of his duty, and dis- 
honoured by the corruption of this woman and 
her eunuchs, to whom Mr. Hastings had given 
the supreme government, and with it an uncon- 
trolled influence over all the dependent parts. 
After thus complaining of the slights he receives 
from the Nabob, he adds, " Thus they cause 
" the Nabob to treat me, sometimes with in- 
" dignity, and others with kindness, just as they 
" think proper to advise him j their view is that 
" by compelling me to displeasure at such un- 
" worthy treatment, they may force me either 
" to relinquish my station, or to join with them 
** and act with their advice, and appoint crea- 
" tures of their recommendation to the different 
" offices, from which they might draw profit to 
" themselves.*' — In a subsequent letter to the 
Governour, Sudder ul Hoe Khan says, *• The 
" Begum's ministers, before my arrival, with the 
" advice of their counsellors, caused the Nabob 
" to sign a receipt, in consequence of which 
•* they received, at two different times, near 
** 50,000 rupees, in the name of the officers of 
*• the Audawlet, Fouzdarry, &c. from the Com- 
^« pany's Sircar; and having drawn up an ac- 
*• count current in the manner they wished, 
*♦ they got the Nabob to sign it, and then sent 
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'^' it to me.*' In the same letter, he asserts, that 
these people have the Nabob entirely in their 
power. 

Now, I have only to remark to your Lord- 
ships, that the first and immediate operation of 
Mr. Hastings's regulation, which put every thing 
into the hands of this wicked woman for her 
corrupt purposes, was, that the office of Chief 
Justice was trampled upon and depraved, and 
made use of to plunder the Company of money, 
which was appropriated to their own uses ; and 
that the person ostensibly holding this office 
was forced to become the instrument in the 
hands of this wicked woman and her two wicked 
eunuchs. This then was the representation 
which the Chief Justice made to Mr. Hastings^ 
as one of the very first fruits of his new arrange- 
ment. I am now to tell you what his next step 
was. This same Mr. Hastings, who had made 
the Nabob master of every thing, and placed 
every thing at his disposal, who had maintained 
that the Nabob was not to act a secondary part, 
and to be a mere instrument in the hands of 
the Company, who had, as you have seen, 
revived the Nabob, now puts him to death again. 
He pretends to be shocked at these proceedings 
of the Nabob, and not being able to prevent 
their coming before the Council of the Directors 
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at home, he immediately took Siidder ul Hoe 
Khan under his protection. 

Now your Lordships see Mr. Hastings appear- 
ing in his own character again ; exercising the 
power he had pretended to abdicate, whilst the 
Nabob sinks and subsides under him. He be- 
comes the supporter of Sudder ul Hoe Khan, 
now that the infamy of the treatment he received 
could no longer be concealed from the Council. 
On the 1st of September 1778, the Governour 
informs the Nabob, " that it is highly expedient 
** that Sudder ul Hoe Khan should have full 
•* controul in all matters relative to his office, 
** and the sole appointment and dismission of 
^* the Sudder and Mofussal offices; and that 
** his seal and signature should be authentick 
" to all papers having rieTation to the business 
*• entrusted to him; I therefore intimate to 
** you, that he should appoint and dismiss all 
" the officers under him, and that your Excel- 
** lency should not interfere in any one." 

The Nabob, in a letter to the Governour, re- 
ceived the 3d of September 1778, says, " Agree- 
** ably to your pleasure, 1 have relinquished all 
** concern with the affitirs of the Fouzdarry and 
^< Audawlet, leaving the entire managementjn 
" Sudder ul Hoe Khan's hands.*'— Here you 
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see the Nabob again reduced to his former state 
of subordination. This Chief Justiceship, which 
was declared to be his inherent right, he is 
obliged to submit to the controul of Mr. Has- 
tings, and to declare that he will not interfere at 
all in a matter which Mr. Hastings had declared 
to be his incommunicable attribute. I do not 
say, that Mr. Hastings interfered improperly. 
Certainly it was not fit that the highest court of 
justice in all Bengal, should be made the instru- 
ment of the rapacity of a set of villains, with 
a prostitute at their head ; just as if a gang of 
thieves in England, with their prostitutes at their 
head, should seize the judge which ought to 
punish them, and endeavour to make use of his 
name in their iniquitous transactions. But your 
Lordships will find that Mr. Hastings is here 
acting a merely ostensible pait, and that he has 
always a means of defeating privately what he 
declares publickly to be his intention. Your 
Lordships will see soon how this ended. Mr. 
Hastings gets the Nabob to give up all his 
authority over the Chief Justice ; but he says 
not one word of Munny Begum, the person who 
had the real authority in her hands, and who 
was not forbidden to interfere with him.— Mr. 
Hastings's order is dated the 1st September 
1778. On the 3d of September, the Nabob 
is said to have relinquished all concern with 
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Sudder ul Hoe Khan. In a letter received the 
SOth of September, (that is about 27 days after 
the date of Mr. Hastings's order,) you will see 
how this pretended order was managed. Sudder 
ul Hoe Khan thus writes in a letter received 
the SOth of September:—** Yattibar Ali Khan 
** (Munny Begum's chief eunuch) from the 
*' amount of salaries of the officers of the Au- 
** dawlet and Fouzdarry, which before my arri- 
** val he had received for two months from the 
** Sircar, made disbursements according to hiir 
** own pleasure ; he had before caused the sum 
*^ of 7>400 rupees, on account of the price of 
*^ mine and my Paishcars kelants to be carried 
** to account, and now continually sends a man 
^* to demand from me 4,300 and odd rupees, as 
^* a balance of the price of kelants, and con- 
** stantly presses me to take it from the amount 
*• of the salaries of the officers of the Audawlet 
** and Fouzdarry and send it to him, and I shall 
•* be under the necessity of complying; I men- 
•* tion this for your information." 

My Lords, you see again how Mr. Hastings's 
pretended orders were obeyed ; they were orders 
addressed to the Nabob whom he knew to be 
nothing, and who could neither controul or take 
the least share in the execution of them } but 
he leaves the thing loose as to Munny Begum 
1 and 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. S31 

and her eunuchs, who he knew could alone 
carry them into effect. Your Lordships see that 
the first use made of the restored authority of 
the Nabob, was, under various pretences, to 
leave the salaries of the officers of government 
unprovided for ; to rob the public treasury, and 
to give the Company's money to the eunuchs 
who were acting in the manner I have stated to 
you. 

Information of these proceedings reaches Cal- 
cutta } — a regular complaint from a person in 
the highest situation in the government is made, 
and the Govemour General is obliged again to 
take up the matter; and I ^^| now read to 
your Lordships, a letter of the 10th of October 
1778) which contains a representation so pointed 
and so very just, of the fatal effects which his 
interference in the administration of justice had 
produced, as not to stand in need of any com* 
went from me. It speaks too plainly to require 
any. 

The Govemour General's letter to the Nabob : 
— " At your Excellency's request, I sent Sudder 
-^^ ul Hoe Khan, to take on him the administra- 
^* tion of the affairs of the Audawlet and Fouz- 
** darry, and hoped by that means not only to 
<< have given satisfaction to your Excellency, 
^* but that through his abilities and experience, 
q4 " these 
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'* these affairs would have beeti conducted in 
** such manner, as to have secured the peace of 
«* the country and the happiness of the people ; 
** and it is with the greatest concern I learn that 
<' this measure is so far from being attended 
<^ with the expected advantages, that the affairs 
** both of the Fouzdarry and Audawlet are in 
*' the greatest confusion imaginable, and daily 
" robberies and murders are perpetrated through- 
** out the country. This is evidently owing to 
" the want of a proper authority in the person 
" appointed to superintend them ; I therefore 
" addressed your Excellency, on the importance 
^ and delicacy of the affairs in question, and of 
" the necessity of lodging full power in the 
" hands of the person chosen to administer 
•* them : in reply to which your Excellency ex- 
•* pressed sentiments coincident with mine; 
** notwithstanding which your dependents and 
" people, actuated by selfish and avaricious 
•• views, have by their interference so impeded 
" the business, as to throw the whole country 
" into a state of confusion, from which nothing 
•• can retrieve it but an unlimited power lodged 
" in the hands of the superintendent j I there- 
*' fore request that your Excellency will give 
'* the strictest injunctions to all your dependents 
•* not to interfere in any mannel* with any matter 
•* relative to the affairs of the Audawlet and 
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•* Fouzdarry, and that you will yourself relin- 
^* quish all interference therein, and leave them 
** entirely to the management of Sudder ul Hoe 
** Khan ; this is absolutely necessary to restore 
" the country to a state of tranquillity, and if 
'' your Excellency has any plan to propose for 
** the management of the affairs. in future, be 
^* pleased to communicate it to me, and every 
** attention shall be paid to give your Excellency 
.^* satisfaction." 

My Lords, I think I have read, enough to you 
for our present purpose ; referring your Lord- 
ships for fuller information to your Minutes, 
page 1086, which I beg. you to read with the 
greatest attention. 

I must again beg your Lordships to remarkf 
that though Mr. Hastings has the impudence 
still to pretend, that he wishes for the restoration 
of order and justice in the country, yet instead 
of writing to Munny Begum upon the business, 
whom he knew to be the very object complained 
of, and whose eunuchs are expressly mentioned 
-in the complaint, he writes to the Nabob, whom 
he knew to be a pageant in his own court and 
government, and whose name was not even mea- 
tioned in this last complaint. Not one word is 
said, even in this letter to the Nabob, of Munnj 
Begum or of her eunuchs. My Lords, when 
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you consider his tacit support of the authors of 
the grievance, and his ostensible application for 
redress to the man, who, he knew, never autho* 
rized and could not redress the grievance ; you 
must conclude that he meant to keep the country 
in the same state for his own corrupt purposes. 
In this state the country in fact continued ; 
Munny Begum and her eunuchs continued to 
administer and squander the Company's money, 
as well as the Nabob^s ; robberies and murders 
continued to prevail throughout the country. 
No appearance was left of order, law, or justice, 
from one end of Bengal to the other. 

The account of this state of things was re* 
ceivdd by the Court of Directors, with horrour 
and indignation) on the 37th of May 1779f 
they write, as you will find in page 1063 of your 
printed Minutes, a letter to their government at 
Calcutta, condemning their proceedings and 
the removal of Mahomed Reza Khan ; and they 
order that Munny Begum shall be displaced, and 
Mahomed Reza Khan restored again to the seat 
of justice. 

Mr. Francis, upon the arrival of these rei- 
terated ordeQii moved in Council for an obe- 
dience to them. Mr. Hastings, notwithstanding 
he had before bis eyes all the horrible conse- 
quences that attended his new arrangement, 
still resists that proposition. By his casting 
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voice in the Council he counterorders the orders 
of the Court of Directors, and sanctions a direct 
disobedience to their authority^ by a resolution 
that Mahomed Reza Khan should not be re* 
stored to his employment, but that this Sudder 
ul Hoe Khan, who stilt continued in the con** 
dition already described, should remsun in the 
possession of his office. I say nothing of Sudder 
ul Hoe Khan } he seems to be very well dis* 
posed to do his duty, if Mr. Hastings's arrange- 
ments had suffered him to do it } and indeed if 
Mahomed Reza Khan had beea reinstated and 
no better supported by Mr. Hastings than Sud- 
der ul Hoe Khan, he could, probably, have kept 
the country in no better order, though perhaps 
his name and the authority and weight which 
still adhered to him in some degree, might have 
had some influence. 

My Lords, you have seen his defiance of the 
Company; you have seen his defiance of all 
decency ; you see his open protection of pros* 
titutes and robbers of every kind ravaging 
Bengal ; you have seen this defiance of the au* 
thority of the Court of Directors, flatly, directly 
and peremptorily persisted in, to tl^e last. Order 
after order was reiterated, but his disobedience 
arose with an elastick spring in proportion to the 
pressure that was upon it. 

My Lords, here there was a pause. The 
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Directors had been disobeyed ; and you might 
suppose that he would have been satisfied with 
this act of disobedience. My Lords, he was 
resolved to let the Native governments of the 
country know that he despised the orders of the 
Court of Directors, and that, whenever he pre- 
tended to obey them, in reality he was resolved 
upon the most actual disobedience* An event 
now happened, the particulars of which we are 
not to repeat here : disputes conducted on Mr. 
Francis's side, upon no other principle, that we 
can discover, but a desire to obey the Com- 
pany's orders, and to execute his duty with 
fidelity and disinterestedness, had arisen between 
him and Mr. Hastings. Mr. Francis, about the 
time we have been speaking of, finding resistance 
was vain, reconciles himself to him ; but on the 
most honourable terms as a public man, namely, 
that he should continue to follow and obey the 
law?, and to respect the authority of the Court 
of Directors. Upon this reconciliation' it was 
agreed, that Mahomed Reza Khan should be 
restored to his office. For this purpose Mn 
Hastings enters a Minute, and writes to the 
Nabob an ostensible letter. But your Lordships 
will here see an instance of what I said, respect- 
ing a double current in all Mr. Hastings's 
proceedings. Even when he obeys or pre- 
tends to obey the Company's orders, there is 

always 
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always a private channel through which he 
defeats them all. 

Letter from Mr. Hastings to the Nabob Mo- 
barick ul Dowlah, written the 10th of February 
1780, — "The Company, whose. orders are pe-' 
" remptory, have directed that Mahomed Reza 
'' Khan shall be restored to the offices he held 
" in January I778 ; it is my duty to represent 
*< this to your Excellency, and to recommend 
" your compliance with their request, that Ma- 
** homed Reza Khan may be invested with the 
" offices assigned to him under the Nizamut by 
" the Company." 

Your Lordships see here that Mr. Hastings 
informs the Nabob, that having received pe- 
remptory orders from the Company, be restores 
and replaces Mahomed Reza Khan. Mahomed . 
Reza Khan then is in possession ; and in pos- 
session by the best of all titles, the orders of the 
Company. But you will also see the manner in 
which he evades his duty, and vilifies in the eyes 
of these miserable country powers, the authority 
of the Directors. He is prepared, as usual, with 
a defeasance of his own act, and the manner in 
which that defeasance came to our knowledge is 
this. We know nothing of this private affair till 
Mr. Hastings, in his answer before the House 
of Commons, finding it uecessary to destroy the 
validity of some of his own acts, brought forward 

Sir 
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8k John D'Oyley. He was brought fwward 
before us, not as a witness in his own person, for 
the defence of Mr. Hastings; but as a narrator 
who had been employed by Mr. Hastings as a 
member of that Council, which, as you have 
beard, drew up his defence. My Lords, you 
have already seen the publick agency of this 
business, you have |ieard read the publick letter 
sent to the Nabob ; there you see the ostensible 
part of the transaction. Now bear the banyan, 
Sir John D'Oyley, give an account of his part in 
it, extracted from Mr. Hastings's defence before 
.the House of Commons. 

** I was appointed Resident [at the court of 
** the Nabob,] on the resignation of Mr. Byam 
•• Martin, in the month of January 1780, and 
** took charge about the beginning of February 
^* of the same year. The substance of the in- 
•• structions I received, was to endeavour, by 
** every means in my power, to conciliate the 
** good opinion and regard of the Nabob and 
** his family, that I might be able to persuade 
^* him to adbpt effectual measures for the better 
•* regulation of his expenses, which were under- 
^* stood to have greatly exceeded his income } 
*' that I might prevent his forming improper 
«< connections, or taking any steps derogatory to 
*• his rank j and by every means in my power 
'* support his credit and dignity in the eyes of 
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^^ the world ; and with respect to the various 
** branches of his family, I was instructed to en- 
^* deavour to put a stop to the dissensions which 
** had too frequently prevailed amongst them ; 
'* the Nabob on bis part was recommended to 
** pay the same attention to my advice, as he 
** would have done to that of the Governour 
** General in person. Sometime, I think, in 
" the month of February of the same year, I re- 
*• ceived a letter from Mr. Hastings, purport- 
** ing that the critical situation of afikirs re- 
** quiring the union and utmost exertion of every 
" member of the government, to give rigour 
** to the acts necessary for its relief, he had 
*' agreed to an accommodation with Mr, Francis ; 
** but to effect this point he had been under the 
** necessity of making some painful sacrifices, 
" and particularly that of the restoration of 
^* Mahomed Keza Khan to the office of Naib 
'* Soubah, a measure which he knew must be 
** highly disagreeable to the Nabob ; and which 
'* nothing but the urgent necessity of the case 
^* should have led him to acquiesce in ; that he 
** relied on me to state all these circumstances 
•* in the most forcible manner to the Nabob, 
'* and to urge his compliance ; assuring him that 
^^ it should not continue longer than until the 
*^ next advices were received from the Court of 
•' Directors." 

Here 
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Here Mr. Hastings himself lets us into the 
secrets of his government. He writes an osten- 
sible letter to the Nabob, declaring that what 
he does is in conformity to the orders of the 
Company. He writes a private letter in which 
he directs his ^ent to assure the Nabob, that 
what he had done was not in compliance with 
the orders of the Company^ but in consequence 
of the arrangement he had made with Mr. Francis, 
which arrangement he tjiought necessary for the 
support of his own personal power. His design, 
in thus explaining the transaction to the Nabob, 
was, in order to prevent the Native powers from 
looking to any other authority than his, and from 
having the least hopes of redress of their com- 
plaints from the justice of this country or from 
any legal power in it. He therefore tells him, 
that Mahomed Reza Khan was replaced, not in 
obedience to the orders of the Company, but to 
gratify Mr. Francis. If he quarrels with Mr. 
Francis, he makes that a reason for disobeying 
the orders of his Masters. If he agrees with him, 
he informs the people concerned in the tran- 
saction privately, that he acts not in consequence 
of the orders that he has received, but from 
other motives. But that is not all. He promises 
that he will (ake the first opportunity to remove 
Mahomed Reza Khan from his office again. 
Thus the country is to be re-plunged into the 
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dame distracted and ruined state in which it W9!& 
before; And all this is laid open fully and 
distinctly before you. You have it on the au- 
thority of Sir John D'Oyley, Sir John D'Oyley 
is a person in the secret ; and one man who is in 
the secret, is worth a thousand ostensible person^. 
Mahomed Reza Khan, I must now tell yoir, 
was accordingly re-instated in all his offices, and 
the Nabob was reduced to the situation, as 
Mr. Hastings, upon another occasion, describes 
it, of a mere cyphen But mark what followed 
— mark what this Sir John D'Oyley is made to 
tell you, or what Mr. Hastings tells you for 
him } for whether Sir John D'Oyley has written 
tJiis for Mr. Hastings, or Mr. Hastings for Sir 
John jyOyiey, I do not know i because they 
teem, as somebody said of two great friends^ 
that they had but one will, one bed, and one hat 
between them. These gentlemen who compose 
Mr. Hastings's council have but one style of 
writing among them ; so that it is impossible 
for you to determine by which of the masters of 
this Roman school, any paper was written, whe 
ther by D*Oyley, by Shore, or by Hastings, or 
any other of them. They have a style in com* 
mon ; a kind of bank upon which they have a 
general credit; and you cannot tell to whose 
account any thing is to be placed. 
But to proceed :~Sir John D^Oy ley says there. 
Vol. XVI. R that 
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that the Nabob is reduced ag^in to a cyf^er^ 
Now hear what he afterwards says : — " About 
*^ the month of June 1781, Mr. Hastings, being 
** then at Moorshedabad, communicated to me 
** his intention of performing his promise to the 
^* Nabob, by restoring him to the management 
," of bis own affiiirs :** — [that is to say, by re- 
storing Munny Begum again, and by turning 
out Mahomed Reza Khan.]— Your Lordships 
see that he communicated privately his inten- 
tions to Sir John D'Oyley, without communi- 
cating one word of them to his colleagues in the 
Supreme Council; and without entering any 
Minute in the records of the Council, by which 
it could be known to the Directors^ Lastly, in 
t>rder to shew you in what manner the Nabob 
was to be restored to his powei» I refer your 
Lordships to the order he gave to Sir John 
D'Oyley, for investigating the Nabob*s accounts, 
and for drawing up articles of instructions for 
the Nabob's conduct in the management of his 
affitirs. You will there see clearly how he was 
restored ; that is to say, that he was taken out 
of the hands of the first Mussulman in that 
country ; the man most capable of administer- 
ing justice, and whom the Company had exr 
*pressly ordered to be invested ^ith that autho* 
rity, and to put him into the hands of Sir John 
D'Oyley. Is Sir John D'Oyley a Mussulman ? 
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—Is Sir John D'Ojrley fit to be at the bead of 
such a goveniinent? What was there that any 
person could see about him, that entitled him 
to, or made him a fit person to be entrusted with, 
this power, in defiance of the Company's orders? 
And yet Mahomed Reza Khan, who was to have 
the management of the Nabob's afikirs^ was him- 
self put under the most complete and perfect 
subjection to this Sir John D'Oyley. But, in 
fact, Munny Begum had the real influence in 
every thing. Sir John D'Oyley himself was 
only Mr. Hastings's instrument there to pre- 
serve it, and between them they pillaged the 
Nabob in the most shocking manner, and must 
have done so to the knowledge of Mr. Hastings. 
— A letter written at this time by Mr. Hastings 
to the Nabob discovers the secret beyond all 
power of evasion. 

" Instructions from the Governour General 
«< to the Nabob Mobarick ul Dowlah, respecting 
f* his conduct in the management of his afiairs: 
*• — 9th. These I make the conditions of the 
'* compliance which the Governour General 
*f and Council have yielded to your late requisi- 
'' tion ; it is but just that you should possess 
*^ what is your acknowledged right, but their 
^* intention would be defeated, and you would 
f* be in a worse situation, if you were to be left 
B 5 a prey 
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^* a prey without a guide, until you have ac* 
•* quired experience, (which, to the strength 
<* and goodness of your understanding, will be 
•* the work but of a short period,) to the rapa- 
•* city, frauds and ^ifices of mankind. You 
** have offered to give up the sum of four lacks 
" of rupees, to be allowed the free use of the 
" remainder of your stipend. This we have 
*^ refused, because it would be contrary to jus- 
^^ tice ; you should consider this as a proof of 
•• the sincerity of the above arrangements which 
'• have been recommended to you, and of their 
^* expediency to your real interests; and your 
** attention to them will be a means of recon* 
*• ciling the Company to the resolution which 
<< we have taken, and which will be reported to 
*• them, in a light very hurtful both to you and 
" to us, if an improper effect should attend it^ 
** These I have ordered Sir John D'Oyley to 
** read in your presence, and to explain them to 
•* you, that no part of them may escape your 
*^ notice; and he has my positive orders, to 
♦* remonstrate to you against every departure 
*' from them. Upon all these occasions, I hope 
** and expect, that you will give him a particu* 
<< lar and cordial attention, and regard what he 
<* shall say, as if said by myself; for I know 
** him to be a person of the strictest honour 
<< and integrity, I have a perfect reliance on 

•* him. 



Digitized by 



Google 



or WARRBM HASTINGS, B8Q. 



245 



« 



€i 



^ him, and you cannot have a more attached 
^' or more disinterested counsellor. Although 
" I desire to receive your letters frequently, yet 
^* as many matters will occur which cannot so 
*• easily be explained by letter as by conversa-» 
tion, I de^e that you will on such occasions 
give your orders to him respecting such 
^ points as you may desire to have imparted to 
•* me ; and I, postponing every other concern, 
'< will give you an immediate, and the most 
" satisfactory reply concerning them/* 

My Lords, here is a man who is to administer 
his own afikirs; who has arrived at sufficient 
age to supersede the counsel and advice of the 
great Mahometan doctors, and the great nobi- 
lity of the country, and he is put under the 
most absolute guardianship of Sir John D'Oyley. 
But Mr. Hastings has given Sir John D'Oyley 
a great character. I cannot confirm it, because 
I can confirm the character of none of Mr. Has- 
tings's instruments. They must stand forth here, 
and defend their own character before you. 

Your Lordships will now be pleased to advert 
to another circumstance in this transaction; 
you see here 40,000/. a year, offered by this^ 
man for his redemption. I will give you,, he 
says, 40,000/. a year to have the management 
of my own afiairs. Good heavens! Here i* 
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H man who^ according to Mn Hastings's insfer^ 
tfon, had an indisputable right to the manage^ 
ment of his own affairs, but at the same time 
was notoriously so little fit to have the manage- 
ment of them as to be always under some cor- 
rupt tyranny or other, olBers 40,000 /. a year out 
of his own revenues, to be lefl his own master, 
and to be permitted to have the disposal of the 
remainder— judge you of the bribery, rapine, 
and peculation, which here stare you in the face; 
— ^judge of the nature and character of that 
government, for the management of which 
40,000/. out of 160,'000/. a year of its revenue, 
is offered by a subordinate to the supreme autho- 
rity of the country. This offer shews, that at 
this time the Nabob had it not himself. Who 
had it? Sir John D'Oyley; he is brought for- 
ward as the person to whom is given the manage- 
ment of the whole. Munny B^um had the 
management before : but, whether it be an En* 
glishman, a Mussulman, a white man, or a black 
imrn, a white woman, or a black woman, it is all 
Warren Hastings. 

With respect to the four lacks of rupees, he 
gets Sir John D^Oyley, in the narrative that he 
makes before the House of Commons, positively 
to deny^ in the strongest manner, and he says 
the Nabob would give oath of it, that the Nabob 
never gave a commission to any one to make 
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such an offer. That such an offer was made» 
had been long published and long in print, with 
the remarks such as I have made upon it, in the 
Ninth Report of the Select Committee : that the 
Committee had so done was well known to 
Mr. Hastings and Sir John D'Oyleyj not one 
word on the part of Mr. Hastings, not one word 
on the part of Sir John D'Oyley, was said tb 
contradict it, until the appearance of the latteif 
before the House of Commons. But, my Lords^ 
there is something much more serious in this 
transaction. It is this, that the evidence pro- 
duced by Mr. Hastings, is the evidence of wit* 
nesses who are mere phantoms i they are persons 
who could not, under Mr. Hastings's govern* 
ment, eat a bit of bread but upon bis own terms, 
and they are brought forward to give such evi- 
dence as may answer his purposes* 
• You would naturally have imagined, that in 
the House of Commons, where dcmds of wit* 
nesses had been before produced by the friends 
and agents of Mr. Hastings, he would then have 
brought forward Sir John to contradict this re* 
ported <^r i hot not a word from Sir John 
D^Oyley; at last he is examined before the 
Committee of Managers, he refuses to answer: 
Why? Because bis answers might criminate 
himself. My Lords, every answei* that most of 
them have been required to make, they are sen* 
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»ible they cannot maket without clanger of cri^ 
minating themselves ; being all involved in the 
crimes of the Prisoner. He has corrupted and 
ruined the whole service ; there is not one of 
them that dares appear and give a fair and. full 
answer, in any case, as you have seen in Mr. 
Middleton and many others, at your bar } — " I 
^* will not answer this question,*' they say, 
^ because it tends to criminate myself/* How 
(x>mes it that the Company's servants are not 
able to give evidence in the a0airs of Mr. Has* 
tings, without its tending to crimipate them* 
selves? 

. Well — Sir John D'Oyley is in England, why 
is he* not called now.? I have not the honour of 
|)eing intimately acquainted with him, but he i$ 
a man of a reputable . and honourable family^ 
Why is he not called by Mr. Hastings, to verify 
the assertion, and why do they suffer this black 
record to stand before your Lordships to be 
urged by us, and to press it as we do against 
him? If he knows that Sir John D'Oyley can 
acquit him of this part of out accusation, he 
would certainly bring him as a witness to your 
bar ; but he knows he cannot* When: therefore 
I see upon your records, that Sir John D'Oyley 
and Mr. Hastings received such an offer for the 
redemption of the Nabob's afiairs out of their 
hands, I conclude, first, that at the time of this 
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lyffer the Nabob had not the disposal of his own 
tffiurs ; and secondly, that those who had the 
disposal of them, disposed of them so corruptly 
and prodigally, that he thought they could 
hardly be redeemed at too high a price. What 
explanation of this matter has been attempted? 
There, is no explanation given of it at alK It 
stands clear, full bare in all its nakedness before 
you. They have not attempted to produce the 
least evidence against iL Therefore, in that state 
I leave it with you, and I shall only add, that 
Mr. Hastings continued to make Munny Begum 
the first object of his attention } and that though 
he could not entirely remove Mahomed Reza 
Khan from the seat of justice, he was made a 
cypher in it« All his other offices were taken 
out of his hands and put into the hands of Sir 
John D'Oyley, directly contrary to the orders 
of the Company, which certainly implied the 
restitution of Mahomed Reza Khan to all the 
offices which he had before held« He was 
stripped of every thing but a feeble administra- 
tion of justice, which, I take for granted, could 
pot, under the circumstances, have been much 
better in his hands, than it had been in Sudder 
ul Hoe Khan's* 

Mr. Hastings's protection of this woman com 
tinned to the last; and when he was going away, 
on the third of November 1783, he wrote a 
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^sentimental letter to the Court of Directors in 
her praise. This letter was transmitted without 
having been communicated to the Council. You 
have heard of delicate aflSdavits^ here you have 
a sentimental official despatch ; your Lordships 
will find it in page 1092 and 1093 of your printed 
Minutes. He writes in such a delicate senti- 
mental strain of this woman, that I will venture 
to say you will not find in all the Arcadia, in 
all the Novels and Romances that ever were 
publishedi an instance of a greater, a more 
constant and more ardent afiection, defying time, 
ugliness, and old age, did ever exist, than ex- 
isted in Mr. Hastings towards this old woman 
Munny Begum. As cases of this kind, cases 
of gallantry abounding in sentimental expres- 
sions, are rare in the Company^s records, I re- 
commend it as a curiosity to your Lordships 
reading, as well as a proof of what is the great 
spring and movement of all the Prisoner's 
actions. On this occasion he thus speaks of 
Munny Begum. 

" She too became the victim <rf your policy, 
^ and of the resentments which succeeded^ 
** Something too she owed of the source of her 
♦* misfortunes, to the belief of the personal 
^* gratitude which she might entertain for the 
*' publick attention which I had shewn to her ; 
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^ yet exposed as she was to a treatment, wbicfl 
<« a ruffian would have shuddered at committnig, 
<* and which no recollection of past enmitiesp 
** shall compel me to believe, even for a moment, 
** proceeded from any commission of authority, 
^' she still maintained the decorum of her cha- 
** racter; nor even then, nor before, nor since 
f * that period, has the; malice of calumny ever 
** dared to breathe on her reputation/' 

Delicate ! sentimental ! — <* Pardon^ honour- 
** able Sirs, this freedom of expostulation, I 
** must in honest truth repeat, that your com- 
<« mands laid the first foundation of her mis« 
*' fortunes ; to your equity she has now recourse 
*\ through me for their alleviation, that she may 
'< pass the remainder of her life, in a state which 
^ may at least efiace the remembrance of the 
*^ years of hw affliction } and to your humanity 
<* she and an unseen multitude of the most help- 
^^ less of her sex cry for subsistence/' 

Moving and pathetic !- I widi to recommend 
every word of this letter to your Lordships' con- 
sideration, as a model and pattern of perfection. 
Observe his pity for a woman who had snfiered 
such treatment from the servants of the Com- 
pany (a parcel of ruffians)-^treatment that a 
ruffian would be ashamed of! Your Lordships 
have seen, in tlie evidence, what this ruffianism 

was. 
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was. It was neither more nor less than what 
was necessary in order to get at the accounts^ 
which she concealed, as his own corrupt trans« 
fictions* She was told indeed, that she must 
privately remove to another house, whilst her 
papers were examining. Mr. Hastings can never 
forget this. He cannot believe that any body 
dare send such an order, and he calls upon you 
to consider the helplessness of their sex, and the 
afironts ofiered to women. 

For heavens sake, my Lords, recollect the 
manner in which Mr. Hastings and his creatures 
treated the Begums of Oude, and consider that 
this woman was only threatened, (for the threat 
was never attempted to be executed,) that she 
must, if she did not deliver up the accounts, 
probably be removed to another house, and leave 
the accounts behind her. This blot can never 
be effiiced ; and for this be desires the Court of 
Directors to make her a large allowance to com«» 
fort her in her old age. In this situation, Mr. 
Hastings leaves her. He leaves in the situation 
I have described the justice of the country* Tlie 
only concern he has at parting is, that this 
woman may have a large allowance. 

But I have yet to tell your Lordships, and it 
appears upon your printed Minutes, that thia^ 
woman had a way of comforting herself; — ^for 
eld ladies of that description who have passed 

their 
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their youth in amusements, in dancing, and id 
gallantries, in their old age are apt to take com- 
fort in brand}c This lady was a smuggler, and 
had influence enough to avoid payment of the 
duty on spirits, in which article she is the largest 
dealer in the district ; as indeed she is in almost 
every species of trade. Thus your Lordships 
see that this sentimental lady, whom Mr. Hastings 
recommends to the Directors, had ways of com« 
forting herself. She carried on, notwithstanding 
her dignity, a trade in spirits. Now a Maho- 
medan of distinction never carries on any trade 
at all, it is an unknown thing ; very few Maho- 
medans of any rank carry on any trade at all ; 
but that a Mahomedan should carry on a trade 
in spirits is a prodigy, never heard of before ; 
for a woman of quality, for a woman of senti* 
ment to become a dealer in spirits is, my Lords, 
a thing reserved for the sentimental age of Mr. 
Hastings ; and I will venture to say, that no man 
or woman could attempt any such a trade in 
India, without being dishonoured, ruined in 
character, and disgraced by it But she appears 
not only to have been a dealer in it, but through 
the influence which Mr. Hastings gave her, to 
have monopolized the trade in brandy and to 
have evaded the duties. This then is the state 
in which we leave the two sentimental lovers, 
the one consoling herself with brandy, the other 
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wheedliBg, BXkd whimng; and^ as Swift describes 
the progr^s of an intrigue in some respects 
similar, which he calls the Progress of Lave, 
whereas this is the Progress of Sentiment, 

** They keep at Staines the Old Blue Boar, 
Are cat and dog, and rogue and whore." 

Here they set up the sign of the Old Blue 
Boar. Munny Begum monopolizes the trade in 
spirits ; and hence she and Mr. Hastings com- 
mence their sentimental correspondence. And 
now having done with thhi progress of love, we 
return to the progress of justice. 

We have seen how Sudder ul Hoe Khan, the 
Chief Justice of Mr. Hastings's own nomination, 
was treated. Now you shall see how justice was 
left to shift for herself under Mahomed Reza 
Khan. In page 1280, of your Lordships' Mi* 
iiutes, you will see the progress of all these 
enormities, of Munny Begum's dealing in spirits, 
of her engrossing the trade, of her evading 
duties, and lastly, the extinction of all order in 
that country and the funeral of justice itself. 
Mr. Shore's evidence respecting this state of 
the country will admit of no doubt. Afn 
Shores remarks acconq>am/ing the Oovemour 
QeneraPs mmutes qf^ ISth May 1785. ^* Fouz* 
" darry jurisdiction. — Of the Fouzdarry juris- 
«< diction nothing has yet been said. In this 
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*^ department crimtnal justice is admtnistered» 
^' atad it is the only office left to the Nabob.— I 
** do not see any particular reason for clmnging 
<* the system itself, and perhaps it would on 
^' many accounts be improper ; but some regula- 
'* tions are highly necessary. Mahomed Reza is 
** at the head of this department, and is the only 
*^ person I know in-^he country qualified for it. 
^^ If he were left to himself, I have not a doubt 
** but he would conduct it well ; but he is so 
*^ circumscribed by recommendations of parti- 
^* cukr persons, and by the protection held out 
*' to his officers by Eurc^ans, that to my know- 
<< ledge he has not been able to punish them 
'^ even when they have been convicted of the 
^* greatest enormities } and he has often on this 
** account been blamed, where his hands were 
" tied up/* 

My Lords, you now see in this Minute of Sir 
John Shore, now Govemour General of Bengal, 
one of Mr. Hastings's own committee for draw- 
ing up his defence, the review which he had just 
then taken of the ruins of the government, which 
had been left to him by Mr. Hastily. You see 
here not the little paltry things, which might 
deserve in their causes, the animadversion of a 
rough satirist like Doctor Swift, whom I have 
just quoted) but you see things ten thousand 
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times more serious; things that draerve the 
thunderbolt of vindictive justice upon the head 
of the Prisoner at your hau For you see that 
after he had ostensibly restored Mahomed Reza 
Khan» the man who could and would have ex- 
ecuted his office with fidelity and effect, the man 
who was fit for and disposed to do his duty^ there 
was still neither law, order, nor justice, in the 
country. Why? Because of the interposition 
of Europeans, and men who must have been 
patronized and supported by Europeans. Aft 
this happened before Mr. Hastings's departure } 
so that the whole efiect of the new arrangement 
of government was known to him before he left 
Calcutta. The same pretended remedy was 
applied. But in. fact he left this woman in the 
full possession of her powen His last thoughts 
were for her ; for the justice of the country, for 
the peace and security of the people of Bengal, 
he took no kind of care; these great interests 
were left to the mercy of the woman and her 
European associates. 

My Lords, I have taken some pains in giving 
you this history. I have shewn you his open 
acts and secret stratagems, in direct rebellion to 
the Court of Directors; his double government, 
his false pretences of restoring the Nabob's in- 
dependence, leading in effect to a most servile 
dependence, even to the pro}iibition of the ap* 
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fufoach 6f any one, mtiive of Eurbpeait, tidar 
hiniy but through the intervention of Sir Johti 
D'Oyley*— I therefore again repeat it, that Sir 
'D'Oyley, and the English gentlemen who were . 
patronized and countenanced by Mr« Hastlnga^ 
iiad wrought all that havock in the country be^ 
-fore Mr. Hastings left it. 
* I have particularly dwelt upon the adrainis* 
tOition of justice, because I consider it as the 
source of all good; and the mal-adtninistratiotk 
of it, as the source of all evil in the country. 
Your Lordships have heard how it was totally 
destroyed by Mn Hastings through Sir John 
D'Oyley, who was sent there by him for the 
purpose of forming a clandestine governqieht of 
corruption and peculation. This part of our 
charge speaks for itself, and I shall dismiss it 
with a single observation; that not the least 
trace of an account of all these vast sums of 
money delivered into the hands of John D'Oyley 
for the use of the Nabob, appears in any (mrt 
of the Company's records. The undeniable in*, 
ferinces to be drawn from this fact, are firsts 
that wherever we find concealment of money 
and the ceasing of an account, there has bbeb 
fraud:— and secondly, that if we find this con* 
cealment accompanied with the devastation of ^ 
country, and the extinction of justice in it, that 
devastation of : thd country and that exlinctton 
Vol. XVI. $ of 
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lof justice, have been the result of tHkt ihutidiit- 
ient peculation. . 

I am sure your Lordships will not think that 
da charge of the annihilation of adminiistrative 
j^ustice, in which the happiness and prosperity 
x^f agreat body of nobility^ of numerous, ancient, 
and respectable families, and of the inhabitants 
in general 6f extensive and populous provinces 
are cont^erned, can, if it stood single and alone, 
be a matter of trifling moment. And in favour 
icif whom do all these sacrifices appear to have 
been made ? In favour of an old prostitute ; 
who, if shewn to your Lordships here, like 
Helen to the counsellors of Troy, wpuld not, 
Jr think be admitted to have charms that could 
palliate this man's abominable conduct ; you 
would not cry out witli them-?- 

For I will fairly say, that there are some passions 
that have their excuses ; but the passion towards 
this woman was the passion of avarice and ra*» 
pacity only — a passion indeed which lasted to 
the end of his government, and for which he 
defied the orders of the Court of Directors, re^ 
belled against his masters, and finally subverted 
the justice of a great country. 

My Xiords, I have done with this business. I 
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come next to tbe third dirision of the natives, 
those who form th6 landed interest of the coun- 
try. A few words only will be necessary upon this 
part of the subject The £ict is, that Mr. Has- 
tings, at one stroke, put up the property of all 
the nobility and gentry, and of all the free- 
holders—in short, the whole landed interests of 
Bengal, to a public auction, and let it to the 
highest bidder. I will make no observations 
upon the nature of this measure to your Lord* 
ships, who represent so large a part of the dig- 
nity, together with so large a part of the landed 
interest of this kingdom ; though, I tliink, that 
even under your Lordships restrictive order, 
I am entitled so to do; because we have ex- 
amined some witnesses upon this point, in the. 
revenue charge. Suffice it to say that it is in 
evidence before your Lordships, that this sale 
was ordered. Mr. Hastings does not deny it. 
He says, indeed, he did it, not with an ill inten- 
tion. My answer is, that it could have been 
done with no other than a bad intention. The 
owners of the land had no way left to save them^ 
selves but to become farmers of their own 
estates, and from the competition which natu- 
rally took place, and he himself declared, that 
the persons, whether owners or strangers, to 
whom he let the lands, had agreed to rents 
which surpassed their abilities to pay ; I need 
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Uiot teli you, what must have b6en the coase*^ 
qiience when it got into such r£4>acious hands, 
and was taken out of the hands of its natural 
proprietors* That the publick revenue had sunk 
and lost by it ; and that the country was wasted 
and destroyed* I leave it to your Lordships* 
Own meditation and reflection; and I shall not 
press it one step further, than just to remind 
ypu of what has been so well opened and pressed 
by my. fellow Managers* He, Mr. Hastings, 
confesses, that he let the lands to his own ban- 
yans ; he took his own domestick servants and 
put them in the houses of the nobility of the 
country, and this he did in direct violation of 
an express order made by himself, that no ban-^ 
yao of a collector (the spirit of which order 
implied ten thousand times more strongly the 
exclusion of any banyans of a Governour Gene- 
ral) should have any one of those farms. We 
also find, that he made a regulation that no 
i&rmers should rent more than a lack of rupees ;. 
but at the same time we find his banyans hold*^ 
ing several farms to more than that amount. In 
short, we find, that in every instance where, 
under some plausible pretence or other, the fixed 
regulations are violated, it touchy Jiin) so closely 
a3 to make it absolutely impossible .not to sup^ 
pose that he himself had the advantage of it. . 
, For, in the first place, you have proof that he 

does 
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doed tak^ bribes, and that be has corrupt ded- 
ings. This is what he admits; but fa^ sayi^, 
that he haa done it from publick spirited mo- 
tives. Now there is a rule formed upon a just, 
fiolid presumption of law ; thkt if you find a man 
guilty of one offence contrary to known law, 
whenever there is a suspicioqs case against him 
of the sathe nature, the oriusprobandi that he is 
not guilty, is turned upon him. Therefore when 
I find the regulations broken, when I find farms 
given of more than a lack of rupees, when I 
find them given to the Governour General's 
own banyan, contrary to the principle of the re- 
gulation — contrary I say in the strongest way 
to it, whetl I find that he accumulates fa^ms 
beyokid the regulated numbed ; When I find all 
these things done, and besides that the banyan 
hds great balances of account against him, then, 
by the presumption of law, I am bound to b^ 
lieve that all this was done, not for the servants, 
hut for the master. 

It is possible Mn Hastings might really be in 
love with Munny Begum ; be it so— many great 
men haVe played the fool for prostitutes, from 
Mark Antony's days down\^ards; but no maa 
ever fell in love with his own banyan ; the per- 
sons for whom Mn Hastings was guilty of all 
this rapine and oppression have neither relations 
M>t kindred whom they own ; nor does any ttace 
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of friendship exist among them, they do not live 
in habits of intimacy with any one j they are 
good fellows and bottle companions* 

I must now proceed to observe upon another 
matter, which has been stated to your Lordships 
— ^namely, that as soon as he obtained the majo- 
rity In the Council, (that beginning of all evils, 
that opening of Pandora's box) by the death of 
General Clavering and Colonel Monson, the first 
thing he did was to appoint a Commission, 
called an Aumeeny^ to go through the wholp 
country, to enter every man's house, to examine 
his title deeds, and .to demand his papers of 
accounts of every kind, for the purpose of en- 
abling himself to take advantage of the hopes 
and fears of all the parties concerned, and thus 
to ravage and destroy all their property. 

And whom does he place at the head of this 
commission to be the manager of the whole 
affair ? Gunga Govin Sing, another banyan of 
his, and one of his own domestick servants. This 
we have discovered lately, and not without some 
surprise ; for though I knew he kept a rogue 
in his house, yet I did not think that it was a 
common receptacle of thieves and robbers. — 
I did hot know till lately, that this Gunga Govin 
Sing was his domestick servant ; but Mr. Has- 
tings, in a Letter to the Court of Directors, 
calls him his faithful domestick servant, and as 
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•udi i^alls upon the Coiiipatay to reward hiiiii 
To this bAnyim all the Company^ jsenrants are 
made subject, they are bound to obey all his 
orders^ and those of his committee. I Jiope i 
need not tell your Lordships, what sort of stuff 
this committee was made of, by which Gunga 
Govin Sing was enabled to ravage the whple 
country. But, say his counsel^ Mr. Hastings 
thought that the value of the lands was thoroughly 
known J they had been investigated three times 
over, and they were all letby publick auction 
to the highest bidder. This may or may not be 
a true test of their value : but it Is a test which^ 
as it led to the almost entire confiscation of the 
landed interest of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa^ 
three great kingdoms, by a ^dash of that man's 
pen, into the hands of his banyans and creatures^ 
I can never think of it, or of its author, without 
horrour. 

Some pec^le say you ought to hate the crime 
and love the criminal. No, that is the language 
of false morality, you ought to h^te^ the crime 
and the criminal, if the crime is of magnitudes 
If the crime is a small one, then you ought to 
be angry with the crime and reluctant to punish 
the criminal ; but when there ar-e great crimes) 
then yoa may hate them together. What ! Am 
I to love Nero ?. To fall in love with Helio- 
gabalus? Is Dom^tian to be the subject of my 
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affection? Noi we hate the crime and we hate 
the criminal ten times mote i and if I uae indig-* 
nant. language, if I use the language of acorn 
Itnd horrour. with respect to the criminal» I u$Q 
the language that becomes me« 

But| says one of the counsel, tfa^ Company 
might possess a knowledge of the country in 
general, but they could not know every, bef^b 
of it, (about the third part of an acre of land) 
without siich a commission. That is to say you 
could not squeeze evei'y thing out of the people^ 
without ordering such a villain as Gunga Govin 
3ing (I call things by their naibes) that most 
atrocious and wicked instrument of the most 
{itrocious and wicked tyranny, to examine every 
man^s papers— to oblige every man to produce 
bis titles and accounts upon pain of criminal 
punishment, to be inflicted jat the discretion of 
this commissioner, this Gunga Govin Sing. For 
an account of these acts, and for a description 
of an Aumeeny, I refer your Lordships to the 
evidence in your Minutes, from page 1287 to 
J301, and I pass on, expressing only my hbrrour 
and detestation at it, and wishing to kindle in 
your Lordships' minds the same horrour and 
(letestation of it. ''• 

Thus you see, that Mr. Hastings was not 
satisfied with confiscation only. He comes just 
ffterwards with a blister upon the sore* He 
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lets loose another Set of ravagers and inquisitors 
upon tbetiii umler Gunga Govin Sing, and these 
poor people are ravi^d by the whole tribe of 
Clalcutta banyanSt 

Mn Hastings has himself defined an AumeeB 
in page 10^> where he states that Nundcomar 
desired him to make his son an Aumeen» *< The 
^* promise which he (Nundcomar) says I made 
^^ him, that he should be constituted Aumeeo, 
^* tliat is, Inquisitor General over the whole 
^* country, and that I would delegate to him my 
^^ whole power and influence, is something more 
^ than a negative falsehood/' He justly and 
naturally reprdiiates the proposition of appdintr 
ing an inquisitor generiil over the whole country ; 
and yet we see him afVerwai'ds appointing Gunga 
Govid Sing such an inquisitor general over the 
whole country, in order that a beegah of land 
should not escape him. 

Let us see how all this ended, and what it is 
that ieads me directly to the presumption o£ 
corruption against him in this wicked Aumeeny 
scheme. Now I will admit the whole 6chem« 
to have been well intended; I will forgive the 
letting all the lands of Bengal by publick auctipn^ 
I will forgive alt he has done with regard t^ 
his banyans; I shall forgive him even this comr- 
miision itself, if he will shew your Lordshipfl^ 
that there was the smallest use made of it, wiKli 
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Tegard te the settlement of the revenues of the 
Company. If there was not, then there is ob*- 
viously one use only that could be made of it^ 
namely, to put all the people of the whole 
country under obedience to Gunga Govin Sing, 
What then was done ? Titles and accounts were 
exacted $ the estimate was made, acre by acre j 
but we have not been able to find one word on 
their records, of any return that was made to 
the Company of this investigation, or of any set^ 
tlement or assessment of the country founded 
iipcm it, or of any regulation that was esta- 
blished upon it. Therefore, as an honest man, 
and as. a man who is standing here for the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, I must not give way to 
any idle doubts and ridiculous suppositions. I 
cannot, I say, entertain any doubts that the 
only purpose it wias designed to Answer, was, 
to subject the whole landed interest of the 
country, to the cruel inquisition of Gunga Go- 
vin Sing, and to the cruel purposes of Mr. 
Hastings. Shew me another purpose and I will 
give up the argument ; for if there are two ways 
of accounting for the same act, it is possible 
it may be attributed to the better motive; 
imt when we see that a bad thing was done 
tinder pretence of some good, we must attach a 
bad motive to it if the pretence be never ful^ 

«Ued. : 
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I hiave now done with the landed interest of 
Bengal. I have omitt^ much» which might 
faaveheen pressed upon your Lordships, not from 
any iodisposition to remark upon the matter 
more fully, but because it has been done already 
by abler persons ; I only wished to make some 
practical inferences, which, perhaps, in the hurry 
of my brother Managers might possibly^ have 
escs^ped them ; I wished to shew you that one 
system of. known or justly presumed corruption 
pervades the whole of this business, from one 
end to the other. Having thus disposed of the 
native landed interest, and the native Zemindars 
or land*holders of the country, I pass to the 
flngUsh ^overniment.. 

. My Lords, when we have shewn plainly the 
utter extinction of the native Mahomedan go- 
vernment ; when we have shewn the extinction 
of ^he native landed interest, what hope caii 
there be for that afl9icted country, but in th6 
9ervlants of the Company? When we hav6 
shewn the corrupt state of that service, what 
hope but from the Court of Directors ? Whiat 
hope but in the superintending controul of 
British tribunals ? I think as well of the body 
of my countrymen as any man caii do. I do 
not think that any man sent out to India, is 
sent with an ill purpose, or goes out with bad 
dispositions. No^ I think the young men whb 
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go there ure fair and fdtbful r^presentati^ei of 
the people of the sanie age } uncorrupted, but 
corruptible from their age» as we all are. They 
are sent there young. There is but one thing 
held out to them — You are going to make your 
fortune. The Company^s service b to be the 
restoration of decayed noble families ; it is to 
be the renovation of old and the making of new 
ones. Now when such a set of young iben are 
sent out with these hopes and views, . and with 
little education or a very imperfect one ; whea 
these people, from whatever rank of life se^ 
lected ; many from the best ; Aitet fr6m the 
middling ; very few from the lowest i but higln 
middling, or low, they are sent out to make two 
things coincide, which the wit of mah was never 
able to unite — to make their fortune and form 
their education, at once. What is the education^ 
pf the generality of the world ? Reading a par-^ 
eel of books? No. Restraint of discipline, 
jemulation, examples of virtues and of justice^ 
forms the education of the world* If the Com- 
pany's servants have not that education, aiid ar^ 
l^fl to give loose to their natural pASisions, some 
would be corrupt of course, and some would be 
incorrupt i but probably the majority of them 
would be inclined to pursue moderate courses 
between these twa Now I am to shew you that 
^r. Hastings left these servants but this altema*^ 
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tive — be starved; be depressed; be ruined; dis-i 
appoint the hopes of your families : or be my 
skives ; be ready to be subservient to me in every 
iniquity I shall order you to commit, ^nd to con^ 
ceal every thing I shall wish you to conceal. 
This was the state of the servicCi therefore the 
Commons did well and wisely when they senl£ 
us here not to attack this or that servant who 
may have peculated ; but to punish the man 
who was sent to reform abuses, and to make 
Bengal furnish to the world a brilliant example 
of British justice* I shall now proceed to state 
briefly the abuses of the Company's govern- 
ment ; to shew you what Mr. Hastings was ex- 
pected to do for their reformation ; and what he 
actually did do ; I shall then shew your Lord* 
ships the effects of the whole. 

I shall begin by reading to your Lordships an 
extract from the Directors* letter to Bengal, of 
the 7th April 1773 :^" We wish we cotild re- 
•* fute the observation, that almost every at- 
^^ tempt made by us and our administrations at 
M your presidency for the reforming of abuses,* 
^* has rather increased them, and added to the 
•* niiseries of the country we are anxious to 
V protect and cherish. The truth of this ob- 
*^ servation appears fully in the late appointment 
i^ of supervisors and chiefs — ^instituted as they 
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" were, to give relief to tte itadustrions tenants^ 
^* to improve and enlarge our tnvestibents, ta 
** destroy j(nonopolies» imd retrench expences, 
^^ the end has by no means been answerable to 
^* the institution. Are not the tenants more 
** than ever oppressed and wretched ? Are our 
" investments improved ? Have not the raw silk 
<> and cocoons been raised upon us 50 per cent 
** in price ? We can hardly say what has not 
" been made a monopoly ; and as to the eic-r 
" pences of your Presidency, they are at length 
** settled to a degree we are no longer able to 
" support: These facts (for sufch they are) 
"should have been stated to us as capital rea- 
** sons why neither our orders of 1771, nor 
** indeed any regulations whatever, could be 
" carried into execution. But, perhaps, as this 
" would have proved too much, it was not sug- 
^^ gested to us, for nothing could more plainly 
** indicate a state of anarchy, and that there was 
" no government existing in out servants at 
** Bengal. 

" And therefore, when oppression pervades 
** the wh6le country, when youths have been 
" suffered with impunity to exercise sovereign 
** jurisdiction over the natives^ and to acquire 
" rapid fortunes by monopolizing of commerce, 
** it cannot be a wonder to us or yourselves, 
" that dadney merchants do not come forward 
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^' to contract with tbe Company^ that the manut- 
.^^ factures find their way through foreign cban- 
5^ nelfy or that our investmepts are at once 
f^ enormously dear, and of a debased quality. 

. ^ It is evident then that the evils which 
^ have been so destructive to us, lie too dee][) 
** for any partial plans to reach or correct ; it 
*^ is therefore our resolution to aim at the root 
^* of those evils, and we are happy in having 
" reason to believe that in every just and ne- 
«< cessary regulation, we shall meet with the 
^^ approbation and support of the legislature, 
*^ who consider the publick as materially in- 
" terested in the Company's prosperity. 

*^ In order to effectuate this great end, the 
f ' first step must be to restore perfect obedience 
*^ and due subordination to your administration^ 
•* Our Govemour and Council must re-assume 
** and exercise their delegated powers upoii 
f< every just occasion ; punish delinquents, 
<* cherish the meritorious, discountenance thai 
^* luxury smd dissipation which, to the reproach 
*^ of government, prevailed in Bengal. Our 
•• President^ Mr. Hastings, we trust, will set the 
^* example of temperance, economy, and ap- 
^* plication; and upon this, we are sensible, 
^ much will depend. And here we take occa- 
^* luon to indulge the pleasure we have in ac- 
•* knowledging Mr. Hastings's services upon the 
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/« coast of Choromandel^ in constructing, with 
.*< equal labour and ability, the plan which has 
'^ so tauch improved our investments there ) 
** and as we are persuaded he will persevere iA 
** the same laudable pursuit through every 
.^< branch of our affair^ in Bengal, he, in returi!^, 
'^ may depend on the steady support and favout 
** of his employers. 

*' Your settlement being thus put into & 
'^ train of reform (without which indeed all r^^ 
** gulations will prove ineffectual,) you are nest 
/^ to revert to the old system, when the business 
" of your Presidency was principally performed 
** by our own servants, who then had knowledge 
^* of our investments, and every other depart- 
** ment of our concerns ; you will therefore fill 
^* the several oflSces with the factors and writers 
^^ upon your establishment ; for with our present 
fy appointments, we are assured there will be 
f ^ sufficient for this purpose ; and tbils you will 
^* banish idleness, and its attendants, extrava« 
'* gance and dissipation* And here we enjoin 
'* you .to transmit to us a faithful and minute 
^' state of the pay, and every known emolument 
f^ of all below Council ; for as. it is notorious 
f^ that even; youths in our service expend in 
f* equipage, servants, dress and lividg, infinitely 
/^more than our stated allowances ean afibrd^ 
f^ we cannot but be anxious to discover the 
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** means by which they kre enabled to prdceed: 
^* in this manner; and indeed so obnoxious is 
" this conduct to us, ahd so injurious in its coh» 
** sequences, that we expect and require you td 
** shew your displeasure to all such as shall 
<* transgre^ in this respect, contrasting it at' 
" the same time with instances of kindness to^ 
** wardd the sober, frugal, and industrious/* 
■ . . (. 

My Lords, you see th6 state in which the 
Directors conceived the country to be— that it 
was in this state is not denied by Mr. Hastings^ 
who was sent out for the purpose of reforming it. 
The Directors had swept away almost the whold 
body of their Bengal servants for supposed cor- 
ruption ; and they appointed a set of new ones, 
to regenerate as it were the government of that 
country : Mr, Hastings says, — I was brought to 
India like other people. This indeed, is true ; 
and I hope it will prove an example and in- 
struction to all mankind, never to employ a man 
who has been bred in base and corrupt prac- 
tices, from any hope that his local knowledge 
may make him the fittest person to correct such 
T^ractices. Mr. Hastings goes on to say, that 
you could not expect more from him than could 
be done by a man bred up as he was, in the 
common habits of the country. This is also 
true. My Lords, you might as well expect a 

Vol. XVI. T man 
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man to be fit for a perfumer^s shop^ who has lain 
a month in a pig's styet as to expect that a man 
who has been a contractor with the Company 
for a length of time, is a fit person £ot reforming 
abuses. Mr. Hastings has stated in general his 
history, his merits, and his services} we have 
looked over with care the records relative to his 
proceedings, and we find that in I76O and I76I, 
he was in possession of a contract for bullocks, 
and a amtract for provisions. It is no way 
wrong for any man to take a contract, provided 
he does not do what Mr. Hastings has condemned 
in his regulations ; become a contractor with his 
masters. 

But though I do not bear upon Mr. Hasting$ 
for having spent his time in being a bullock con- 
tractor, yet I say, that he ought to have laid 
aside all the habits of a bullock contractor, 
when he was made a great minister for the re- 
formation of a great service full of abuses* I 
will shew your Lordships that he never did so ; 
that on the contrary, being bred in those bad 
habits, and having had the education that I 
speak of, he persevered in the habits which had 
been formed in him, to the very last. I under- 
stand it has been imputed as a sort of a crime 
in me, that I stated something of the obscurity 
of Mr. Hastings's birth. The imputation has 
no foundation. Can it be believed that any man 
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eonld be so absurd as to attack, a man's birth» 
when he is accusing his actions. No, I have 
always spoken of the low, sordid, and mercenary 
habits in which he was bred ; I said nothing of 
his birth. 

But, my Lords, I was a good deal surprised 
when a friend of his and mine, yesterday mom«> 
ing, put into my hands, who had been attacking 
Mr. Hastings<s life and conduct, a pedigree. I 
was appealing to the records of the Company ; 
they answer, by sending me to the Herald's 
Office. Many of your Lordships' pedigrees are 
obscure, in comparison with that of Mr. HastingSp 
and I only wonder how he came to derogate 
from such a line of noblest by becoming a con«' 
tnurtor for bullocks. 

A man may be an honest bullock contractor^ 
God forbid that many of them in this country 
should not be very honest; but I find his terms 
were nearly four times as high as those which 
the House of Commons had condemned as ex* 
orbitant; they were not only unusually high, 
but the bullocks were badly supplied, and the 
contract had not been fairly advertised. It was 
therefore agreed to declare the same void at the 
expiration of twelve months, on the Ist Decem- 
ber 1763. 

I say agmu that I do not condemn him for 
being a bullock contractor, but I am suspicious 
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of his honesty j because he has been nursed in 
bad and vicious habits. That of contracting 
with his masters is a bad habit, as he himself 
has stated in a record which is printed by the 
House of Commons ; I condemn him for being 
a fraudulent bullock contractor; for he was 
turned out of that contract for fraudulent prac^ 
tices ; it was declared void, and given to another 
at a lower price. After it was so disposed of, 
Mr. Hastings himself, condemning his own origin 
iial contract,' which was at twelve rupees, for a 
certain species of bullocks, took the contract 
again at seven ; and on these terois it continued. 
What I therefore contend for is this, that he 
carried with him the spirit of a fraudulent bul- 
lock contractor, through the whole of the Com- 
pany's service in its greatest and most important 
parts. 

My Lords, the wading through all these cor- 
ruptions is an unpleasant employment for me; 
but what am I to think of a man who holds up 
his head so high, that when a matter of account 
is in discussion, such as appears in this very 
defence that I have in my hand, he declares he 
does not know any thing about it ? He cannot 
keep accounts — that is beneath him. We tr^ce 
him throughout the whole of his career, engaged 
in a great variety of mercantile employments ; 
and yet when he comes before you, you would 
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imagine that he had been bred in the study of 
the sublimest sciences, and had no concern iii 
any thing else;, that he had been engaged irl 
i^riting a poem, an Iliad, or some work that 
might revive fallen literature. There is but on^ 
exception to his abhorrence of accounts. H6 
always contrives to make up a good account fot 
himself. 

My Lordsi we have read to you a letter in 
which the Court of Directors have described th6 
disorders of their service — the utter ruin of it— ^ 
the corruption that prevailed in it — and th6 
destruction of the country by it. — When we ar6 
said to exaggerate, we use no stronger words 
than they do. We cannot mince the matter J 
your Lordships should not mince it; no littld 
paltry delicacies should hinder you, when ther6 
is a country expiring under all these things, front 
calling the authors to a strict account. Th^ 
Court of Directors sent him that statement J 
they recommended to him a radical reformation. 
What does he do? We will read his letter of 
1773, in which you will find seeds sown for th6 
propagation of all those future abuses which 
terminated in the utter and irremediable destruc- 
tion of the whole service. After he has praised 
the Directors for the trust that they had placed 
in him, after expressing his highest gratitude; 
9iid so on ; be says^ ** While I indulge the plea-' 
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'< sure which I receive from the part successes 
" of my endeavours, I own I cannot refrain 
•* from looking back with a mixture of anxiety 
'* on the omissions by which I am sensible I may 
*^ since have hazarded the diminution of yoor 
'^ esteem; all my letters addressed to your 
** honourable Court, and to the Secret Com- 
" mittee, repeat the strongest promises of pro- 
*^ secutiug the inquiries into the conduct of your 
^ servants, which you have been pleased to com- 
*• mit particularly to my charge. You will readily 
^* perceive that I must have been sincere in 
^* those declarations, since it would have argued 
'^ great indiscretion to have made them, had I 
*^ foreseen my inability to perform them* I find 
'^ myself now under the disagreeable necessity 
^* of avowing that inability; at the same time 
** I will boldly take upon me to afiSrm, that on 
** whomsoever you might have delegated that 
" charge, and by whatever powers it might have 
** been accompanied, it would have been suffi*^ 
** dent to occupy the entire attention of those 
'* who were entrusted with it; and even with all 
** the aids of leisure and authority, would have 
*^ proved ineffectual. I dare appeal to thf 
'* publick records, to the testimony of those 
^* who have opportunities of knowing me, and 
** even to the detail which the publick voice can 
<^ report of the past acts of this governmMty 
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^* that my time has been neither idly nor use- 
** lessly employed; yet such are the cares and 
** embarrassments of this various state, that 
** although much may be done, much more even 
^ in matters of moment must necessarily remain 
^< neglected. To select from the miscellaneous 
'^ heap, which each day^s exigencies present to 
** our choice, those points on which the general 
** welfare of your affairs most essentially de- 
** pends, to provide expedients for future advan- 
** tages, and guard against probable evils, are 
** all that your administration can faithAilly 
•* promise to perform for your service, with their 
" united labours most diligently exerted. They 
*^ cannot look back without sacrificing the ob- 
^^ jects of their immediate duty, which are those 
^' of your interest, to endless researches, which 
" can produce no real good, and may expose 
^' your affairs to all the ruinous consequences 
** of personal malevolence, both here and at 
«* home.*' 

My Lords, you see here that aft;er admitting 
that he has promised to the Court of Directors 
to. do whajt they ordered him to do (and he had 
promised to make a radical reform in their whole 
service, and to cure those abuses which they 
have stated,) be declares, that he will not exe^ 
cute them ; he pleads a variety of other oceu* 
T 4 pations ; 
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pations; but as to that great fundamental 
grievance he was appointed to eradicate, he 
declares he will not even attempt it Why did 
you pjomise? it naturally occurs to ask him 
that question. Why, says he, " you will readily 
" perceive that I must have been sincere, in 
«< those declarations, since it would haveargued 
'^ great indiscretion to have made them, had 
•* I known my inability to perform them.*' 
This is a kind of argument that belongs to 
Mr. Hastings exclusively. Most other people 
would say. You may judge of the sincerity of 
my promises by my zeal in the performancTe ; 
but he says, you may judge of the sincerity of 
ifiy promises, because I would not promise if I 
had not thought I should be able to perform. 
It runs in this ridiculous circle. I promised to 
obey, the Court of Directors ; therefore I kqew 
that I could obey them ; but I could not obey 
them, therefore I was absolved from my promise, 
and did not attempt to obey them. . In fact 
there is not so much as one grievance or abuse 
in the country, that he reformed — and this was 
systematical in Mr. Hastings's conduct ; that he 
was resolved to connive at the whole of the ini« 
quities of the service, because he was resolved 
tiiat every one of those existing iniquities should 
be practised by himself. But, says lie, the re* 
formation required can. produce no real good* 

and 
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and may expose your afiairs to all the ruinous 
consequences of personal malevolence, both 
here and at home. This he gives you as a rea^ 
son why he will not prosecute the inquiry into 
abuses abroad — because he is afraid that yoa 
should punish him at home for doing his duty 
abroad — that it will expose him to malevolence, 
at home ; and therefore to avoid being subjeot 
to malevolence at home, he would not do his 
duty abroad. 

He follows this with ^something that is per« 
fectly extraordinary ; he desires, instead of doing 
his duty, (which he declares it is impossible, to 
do,) that he may be invested with an arbitrary 
power. I refer your Lordships to pages 2827, 
2S2S and 2829 of the printed Minutes, where 
you will find the system of his government to 
be formed upon. a resolution not to use any one 
legal means of punishing corruption, or for the 
prevention of corruption ; all that he desires, 
is to have an. absolute arbitrary power over 
the servants of the Company. There you, will 
see, that arbitrary power for corrupt purposes 
over, the servants of the Company, is the foun-, 
dation of every part of his whole conduct. 
Remark what he says here; and then judge 
whether . these inferences are to be eluded by 
any chicane. 

"In 
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** In the charge of oppression, although sup- 
^* ported by the cries <^ the people and the 
*' most authentick representations, it is yet im« 
'* possible, in most cases, to obtain l^al proofs 
** of it; and unless the discretionary power 
V which I have recommended, be somewhere 
<* lodged, the assurance of impunity from any 
** formal inquiry will baffle every order of the 
^< Board ; as, on the other hand, the fear of the 
** consequences will restrain every man within 
^ the bounds of his duty, if he knows himself 
** liable to suffer by the eflfects of a single 
" controu]." 

' My Lords, you see two things most nuUerigl 
for you to consider in the judgment of this great 
cause, which is the cause of nations. The first 
thing for you to consider^ is the declaration of 
the culprit at your Bar, that a person may be 
pursued by the cries of a whole people j that 
documents, the most authentick and satisfactory^ 
but deficient in technical form, may be produced 
against him; in short, that he may be guilty of 
the most enormous crimes, and yet that legal 
proofs may be wanting. This shews you bow 
seriously you ought to consider, before you 
reject any proof upon the idea that it is not 
technical legal proof. To this assertion of Jij[r« 
Hastings I oppose, however, the opinion of a 
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gentleman who sits near his side^ Mr. Sumner, 
which is much more probable* 

Mr. Hastings says, that the power <^ the 
Council is not effectual against the inferior ser- 
vantSy that is too weak to coerce them. With 
much more truth Mr« Snmner has said in his 
Minute^ you might easily coerce the inferior 
servants ( but that the dread of falling upon 
persons in high stations discourages and puts an 
end to complaint — I quote the recorded autho* 
rity of the gentleman near him, as being of great 
weighty in the afiairs of the Company^ to prove, 
what is infinitely more probable, the falsehood 
of Mr. Hastings's assertion, that an inferior ser* 
vant cannot be coerced} and that they must 
riot, with impunity, in the spoils of the people. 

But we will go to a much more serious part 
of the buenness } after desiring arbitrary power 
in this letter, he desires a perpetuation of it. 
And here he has given you a description of a 
bad governour, to which I must call your atten- 
tion, as your Lordships will find it, in every part 
of his proceeding, to be exactly applicable to 
himself and to his own government. 

^^ The first command of a state so extensive 
" as that of fiengal, is not without opportunities 
'* oi private emoluments ; and although the 
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" allowance which your bounty has liberally 
" provided for your servants may be reasonably 
'* expected to fix the bounds of their desires, 
**^ yet you will find it extremely difficult to 
*' restrain men from profiting by other means, 
** who look upon their appointment as the mea- 
** sure of a day, and who, from the uncertainty 
" of their condition, see no room for any acqui- 
** sition but of wealth, since reputation and thq 
•* consequences which follow the successful con- 
" duct of great affairs are only to be attained 
" in a course of years. Under such circum- 
" stances, however rigid your orders may be, 
** or however supported, I am afraid that, in 
" most instances, they will produce no other 
" fruits than either avowed disobedience, or the 
** worst extreme of falsehood and hypocrisy. 
" These are not the principles which should 
^^ rule the conduct of men, whom you have con- 
" stituted the guardians of your property, and 
'^ checks on the morals and fidelity of others ; 
" the care of self-preservation will naturally 
** suggest the necessity of seizing the opportu- 
" nity of present power, when the duration of 
<* it is considered as limited to the usual term of 
•* three years, and of applying it to the provi- 
•* sion of a future independency; therefore 
" every renewal of this term is liable to prove 
^* a reiterated oppression. It is perhaps owing 
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^* to the caused which I have described, and 
** a proof of their existence,- that this appoint- 
*• ment has been for some years past so eagerly 
•* solicited, and so easily resigned. There ar6 
" yet other inconveniences attendant on thid 
'• habit, and perhaps an investigation of them 
^ all would lead to endless discoveries ; every 
^^ man, whom your choice has honoured with sd 
<^ distinguished ^ trust, seeks to merit ^pproba^ 
<^ tion, and acquire an eclat by innovations, for 
*' which the wild scene before him affords ampU 
^^ and justifiable occasion.** 

You see, my Lords, he has stated that if i 
governour is appointed to hold his office only 
for a short time, the consequence would be, 
either an avowed disobedience^ or, what is worse, 
extreme falsehood and hypocrisy; your Lord- 
ships know that this man has held his office for 
a long time, and yet his disobedience has been 
avowed, and his hypocrisy and his falsehood 
have been discovered, and have been proved td 
your Lordships in the course of this trial. You 
see this man has declared what are the prin- 
ciples which should rule the conduct of men, 
whom you have constituted the guardians of 
your property, and checks upon the morals and 
fidelity of others. Mr^ Hastings tells you him- 
self directly, what his duty was ; he tells yoii 

himself. 
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himself, and he pronounces his own condemnsi*- 
tion J what was expected from him, namdy, that 
he should give a great example himself, and be 
a check and guardian of the fidelity of all that 
are under him. He declares at the end of this 
letter, that a very short continuance in their 
service would enable him to make a fortune up 
to the height of his desire. He has since thought 
proper to declare to you, that he is a beggar 
and undone, notwithstanding all his irr^ular 
resources, in that very service ; I have read 
this letter to your Lordships, that you may con- 
trast it with the conduct of the Prisoner, as 
stated by us and proved by the evidence we 
have adduced* We have stated and proved^ 
that Mr« Hastings did enter upon a systematick 
connivance at the peculation of the Company's 
servants *-that he refused to institute any check 
whatever for the purpose of preventing corrupt 
tion ; and that he carried into execution no one 
measure of government, agreeably to the posi- 
tive and solemn engagements, into which he had 
entered with the Directors. We therefore 
charge him, not only with his own cwniptions, 
but with a systematick, premeditated comiptios 
of the whole service, from the time when he was 
i4»pointed, in the beginning of the year 177^ 
down to the year 1785, when he left it He 
never attempted to detect any one single abuse 
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whatever ; he never endeavoured once to put i 
stop to any corruption, in any man, black or 
white, in any way whatever. And thus he has 
acted in a government, of which he himself de-* 
clares the nature to be such, that it is almost 
impossible so to detect misconduct as to give 
legal evidence of it, though a man should be 
declared, by the cries of the whole people, to be 
guilty. 

My Lords, he d«ires an arbitrary power over 
the Company's servants to be given to him. 
God forbid su'bitrary power should be ^ven into 
the hands of any man ! At the same time, Ood 
forbid, if by power be meant the ability to dis- 
cover, to reach, to check, and to punish subordi- 
nate corruption, that he should not be enabled 
fiM> to do, and to get at to prosecute and punish 
delinquency by law. But honesty only, and not 
arbitrary power, is necessary for that purpose. 
We well know, indeed, that a government re- 
quiring arbitrary power has been the situation 
in which this man has attempted to place us. 

We know, also, my Lords, that there are ca^es, 
in which the act of the delinquent may be of 
consequence, while the example of the criming, 
from the obscurity of his situation, is of little 
importance: in other cas^, the act of the de- 
linquent may be of no great importance^ but 
the ooQsequeiEU^es of the example dreadful. We 

know. 
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know, that crimes of great magnitude; that acts 
of great tyranny, can but seldom be exercised; 
and bhly by a few persons. They are privileged 
crimes. They are the dreadful prerogatives of 
^eatness and of thci highest situations only. 
But when a Governour General descends into 
the muck and filth of peculation and corruption ; 
when he receives bribes and extorts money, he 
does acts that are imitable by every body; 
There is not a single man, black or white, from 
the highest to the lowest, that is possessed iii 
the smallest degree of momentary authority, that 
cannot imitate the acts of such a Governour 
General. Consider, then, what the consequences 
will be, when it is laid down as a principle of 
the service, that no man is to be called to account 
according to the existing laws; and that you 
must either give, as he says, arbitrary power, or 
i^ufier your government to be destroyed. 

We asked Mr. Anderson, whether the cove- 
nant of fcvery farmer of the revenue did not 
forbid him from giving any presents to any per- 
sons, or taking any. He answered, he did not 
exactly remember, (for the memory 6f this gen- 
tleman is very indifferent, though the matter 
was in his own particular province,) but he 
thought it did ; and he referred us to the recx)rd 
of it. I cannot get at the record ; and there- 
fore you must take it as it stands from Mi'. 
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Anderson, without a reference to the record, — 
that the farmers w^re forbidden to take or give 
any money to any person whatever, beyond 
their engagements. Now, if a Governpur Ge- 
neral comes to that farmer, and says, You must 
give a certain sum beyond your engagements — 
he lets him loose to prey upon the landholders 
and cultivators, and thus a way is prepared for 
the -final desolation of the whole country, by the 
malversation of the Governour, and by the coa- 
sequent oppressive conduct of the farmers. 

Mr. Hastings being now put over the whole 
country to regulate it, let us see what he has 
done i he says. Let me have an arbitrary power, 
and I will regulate it. He assumed arbitrary 
power, and turned in and out every servant at 
his pleasure. But did he by that arbitrary power 
correct any one corruption? Indeed how could 
he i He does not say he did ; for when a man 
gives ill examples in himself, when he cannot 
set on foot an inquiry that does not terminate 
in his own corruption, of course he cannot in- 
stitute any inquiry into the corruption of the 
other servants. 

But ag^in, my Lords, the subordinate servant 
will say, I cannot rise, (properly here, as Mr. 
Hastings has well observed,) to the height of 
greatness, power, distinction, rank or honour in 

Vol- XVI. U the 
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the government ; but I can make my fortune 
according to my degree, my measure, and my 
place. His views will be then directed so to 
make it. And when he sees that the Governour 
General is actuated by no other views ; when he 
himself, as a farmer, is confidently assured of 
the corruptions of his superior, when he knows 
it to be laid down as a principle by the Gover- 
hour General^ that no corruption is to be in- 
quired into ; and that if it be not expressly laid 
down, yet that his conduct is such as to make it 
the same as if he had actually so laid it down ; 
then, I say, every part of the service is instantly 
and totally corrupted. 

I shall next refer your Lordships to the Article 
of Contracts; five contracts have been laid be- 
fore you, the extravagant and corrupt profits of 
Irhich, have been proved to amount to 500,000/* 
We have shewn you, by the strongest presump- 
tive evidence, that these contracts were given 
for the purpose of corrupting the Company^s 
servants in India, and of corrupting the Com- 
pany itself in England. You will recollect, that 
40,000/. was given in one morning for a con- 
tract, (which the contractor was never to exe- 
cute,) I speak of Mr. SuIlivan^s contract. You 
will also recollect, that he was the son of the 
principal person, in the Indian direction ; and 
11 \ who. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF WAEREK HASTIKOS, ESQ. C9t 

wbo^ in or out of office, was known to govern 
it ; and tm be :iapported by the whole Indian 
isterest of Mr/Hastings. 

'You have seen the corruption of Sir Eyre 
Coote, in giving to Mr« Crofles the buUock ^con^ 
tract; You have seen the bollock eontractd^ 
stated to Mr. Hastrngt^'s faee, and not denied, 
to have been made for concealing a nomber of 
corrupt interests. You have seen Mr« AurioPs 
contract given to the Secretary of theCon^pMy,^ 
by Mn Hastings, in order that he might have 
the whole records and registers of the Company^ 
under hia contronl. You have seen that the 
contract and commission for the purchase of 
stores and provisions, an enormous job, waf 
given to Mr. Bcdli, am obscure maki, for whom 
Mn Hastwgs oflBsrs himself as security ; under 
circumstances that went to prove that Mr. BeHi 
held this commission for Mr. Hastings. These/ 
my Lords, are things that cannot be ^ivred 
over; the Govemour General is corrupt, be 
comipts all about him ; "be does it upon syetem; 
he will make no inquiry. 

My Lords, I have stated the amount of t^ 
sums which be has squandered away in these 
contracts; but you will observe that we have 
brought forward but five of them ! Good God! 
When you consider the magnitude and niuhi- 
pKcity of the Company's dealings, judge you 
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what must be the enormous mass of that cot^ 
ruption, of which he has been the cause, and in 
the profits of which he has partaken. When 
your Lordships shall have considered (this docu- 
ment,) his defence, which I have read in part 
\o you, see whether you are not bound, when 
he imputes to us and throws upon us the cause 
of all his corruption, to throw back the charge 
by your decision, and hurl it with indignation 
Vpon himself. 

But there is another shameless and most ini* 
quitous circumstance, which I have forgotten 
to; mention, respecting these. contracts. He not 
only considered them as means of present power, 
and therefore protected his favourites, without 
the least inquiry into their conduct, and. with 
flagrant suspicion of a corrupt participation Jn 
their delinquency; but he goes still farther v 
He declares, that if he should be removed from 
his government, he will give jthem a lease in 
these exorbitant profits, for the purpose of ^ecu* 
ring a corrupt party to support and bear him 
out, by their evidence, upon the event of any. 
inquiry into his condi^ct j to give him a razy- 
nama, ,to give, him a flourishing, character* 
whenever he should come upon his trial. Hear 
what his principles are; hear what the man him* 
self avows : 

. " Fort 
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** Fort William, October 4, 1779. 
*• In answer to Mr. Francis's insinuation, 
^* that it is natural enough for the agent to wish 
^* to secure himself, before the expiration of the 
" present government; I avow the fact as tb 
^* mysdf as well as the agent. When I see a 
" systematick opposition to every measure pro- 
^* posed by me for the siervice of the pubb'ck, 
•* by which an individual may eventually benefit, 
** I cannot hesitate a moment to declare it to 
•* be my firm belief, that should the government 
** of this country be placed in the hands of the 
" present minority, they would seek the ruin of 
^* every man connected with me; it is therefore 
** only an act of common justice in me, to wish 
^^ to secure them as far as I legally can, from 
*• the apprehension of future oppression.'* 

Here is the principle avowed. He takes for 
granted, and he gives it the name of oppression, 
that the person who should succeed him would 
take away those unlawful and wicked emolu- 
ments, and give them to some other. But, says 
he, I will put out of the Company's power, the 
Tery means of redress. 

The document, which I am now going to read 
to your Lordships, contains a declaration by 
^r. Hastings of another mean which he used, 
•of corrupting the whole Company's service. 

u 3 Minute 
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Minute of the Governour General. — Extract 
from that Minute : — " Called upon continually 
*^ by persons of high rank and station, both in 
/'national and in the Compamy's councils^ to 
*^ protect and prefer their friends in the army ; 
** and by the merits and services which have 
'^ ccmie under my personal knowledge and ob- 
^ servation, I suffer t(oth pain and humiliation 
'^ at the want of power to reward the merito- 
** nous, or to shew a proper attention to the 
^ wishes of my superiors, without having re- 
^ course to means wUdi must be considered as 
'^ incompatible with the dignity of my station. 
" The slender relief which I entreat of the 
<* Board from this state of mortification, is the 
^ authority to augment the numb^ of my staff, 
*' which will enable me to shew a marked and 
'* particular attention in circumstances such as 
** above stated, and will be no considerable 
** burthen to the Company." 

My Lords, you here see what he has been 
endeavouring to effect, fbr the express purpose 
of enaJ^c^ him to secure himself a corrupt in- 
fluence in England. But there is another point 
much more material — which brings the matter 
directly home to this Court, and puts it t6 you^ 
either to punish htm, or to declare yourselves to 
be accomplices in the corruption of the whole 
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service. Hear what the man himself says. I 
am first to mention to your Lordships the occa* 
sion upon which the passage which I shall read 
to you was written. It was when he was making 
his enormous and shameful establishment of a 
Revenue Board, in the year 1781 ; of which I 
shall say a few words hereafter, as being a gross 
abuse in itself j he then felt that the world 
would be so much shocked at the enormous pro- 
digality and corrupt prdTasioD of what he was 
doing, that he at last spoke out plainly. 

A Minute of Mr. Hastings transmitted in a 
letter by Mr. Wheeler : — " In this, as it must 
^' be the case in every reformation, the interest 
** of individuals has been our principal, if not 
'^ our only impediment. We could not at once 
^* deprive so large a body of our fellow-servants 
^* of their bread, without feeling that reluctance 
** which humanity must dictate } not unaccom- 
^ panied perhaps with some concern far the 
'^ consequence which our own credit m%ht suf- 
^ fer, by an act which involved the fortunes of 
** many, and extended its influence to all their 
" connections. 

** This, added to the justice which was due 
^ to your servants, who were renMved for no 
^ fault of theirs, but for th$ pubUck conveni^ 
^ ence, induced us to ccteitimie their allowancef 
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•• until Other offices coul J be provided for them 
" — and the more cheerfully to submit to the 
** expediency of leaving others in a temporary 
" or partial charge of the internal collections* 
*• In effect the civil officers of this government 
" might be reduced to a very scanty number, 
" were their exigency alone to determine the 
•* list of your covenante'd servants, which at 
" this time consist of no less a number than two 
•* hundred and fifty-two ; many of them the 
** sons of the first famih'es in the kingdom of 
" Great Britain, and every one aspiring to the 
'* rapid acquisition of lacks, and to return to 
" pass the prime of their lives at home, as mul- 
** titudes have done before them. Neither will 
•* the revenues of this country suffice for such 
^* boundless pretensions; nor are they compa« 
** tible with yours and the national interests, 
'^ which may eventually suffer as certain a ruin 
'• from the efiects of private competition and 
** the claim of patronage, as from the more 
•• dreaded calamities of war, or the other ordi* 
*' nary causes which lead to the decline of 
" dominion.** 

My Lords, you have here his declaration that 
patronage, which he avows to be one of the 
principles of his government, and to be the 
principle of the last of his acts, is worse thMi 
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war, pestilence, and famine; and that all these 
calamities together might not be so effectual as 
this patronage, in wasting arid destroying the 
country. And at what time does he tell you 
this ? He tells it you when he himself had just 
wantonly destroyed an old regular establishment 
for the purpose of creating a new one, in which 
be says, he was under the necessity of pensioning 
the members of the old establishment, from 
motives of mere humanity. He here confesses 
himself to be the author of the whole mischief. 
^I could, says he, have acted better; I might 
have avoided desolating the country by pecu* 
lation. But, says he, I had sons of the first 
families in the kingdom of Great Britain ; ev^ry 
one . aspiring to the rapid acquisition of lacks, 
and this would not suffer me to do my duty. I 
hope your Lordships will stigmatize the false* 
hood of this assertion. Consider, my Xords, 
what he has said — two hundred and fifty men at 
once, arid in succession, aspiring to come home in 
the prime of their youth with lacks. You can- 
riot take lacks to be less than two ; we cannot 
make a plural less than two. Two lacks make 
«0,000/. Then multiply that by 252r and you 
^itl find more than ^,500,0002. to be provided 
for that set of gentlemen, and for the claiiM of 
piatroBage. Undoubtedly such a patronage is 
worse than the most dreadful calamities of war, 

and 
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and all the other causes which lead to decline of 
Aotmmon. 

My Lords, I beseech you to consider this 
plan of corrupting the Company's servants, be- 
ginnmg with systematical corruption, and ending 
with an avowed declaration that he will per* 
sist in this iniquitous proceeding, and to the 
utmost of his power entail it upon the Company, 
for the purpose of securing his accomplices 
against all the consequences of any change in 
the Company's government. I dare not, says 
he, be honest ; if I make their fortunes, you will 
judge favourably of me ; if I do not make their 
fortunes, I shall find myself crushed with a lo^ 
of reproach and obloquy, from which I cannot 
escape in any other way than by bribing t^e 
House of Peers. What a shameful avowal this 
to be made in the face of the world ! —your 
Ikirdships^ judgment upon this great cause will 
obliterate it from the memory of man. But 
]iis apprehension of some change in the Com^ 
Ipany's government is not his only pretext for 
aome of these corrupt proceedings ; he adverts 
jdso to the opposition which he had to encounter 
with his colleagues, as another drcumstanee 
which drove him to adopt others of these scMr 
daloua expediences. Now there was a period 
:when Ifte. had no longer to eo&tend mtK w t^ 
f^h that opposition. Whexi be bad got fid «f 
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ifae imparity in the ConnciU which thwarted 
him^ what did he do ? Did he himself correct 
any of the evils and disorders which had pre* 
vailed in the service, and which his hostile ma* 
jority had purposed to reform ? No, not one ; 
notwithstanding the Court of Directors had 
supported the majority in all their declarationst 
and had accused him of corruption and rebel-* 
lion in every part of his opposition to them. 
Now that he was free from the yoke of sdl th« 
mischief of that cursed majority which he de-* 
precates, and which I have heard certain persons 
consider as a great calamity (a calaoiity indeed 
it was to patronage.)-^ As soon, I say, as he was 
free from this, you would imagine he had un* 
dertaken some great and capital reformation ; 
for aU the power which the Company could give, 
was in his hands*-*total, absolute, and uncon* 
fined. 

I must here remind your Lordships, that the 
provincial councils was an establishment made 
by Mr. Hastings, So confident was he, in his 
own opinion, of the expediency of them, dMtt 
he transmitted to the Court of Directors a draft 
of an Act of Parliament to confirm them ; by 
this Act it was his intention to place them be- 
yond the possibility of mutation. Whatever 
opinion others might eqtertain of their weakness; 
iiiefficacy, <Mr other dtfects, Mr. Hastiiigs found 

no 
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no such things io them. He had declared in 
the beginning, that he considered them ^ a 
sort of experiment j but that in the progress he 
found them answer so perfectly well, that he 
proposed even an Act of Parliament to support 
them ; the Court of Directors, knowing the 
mischiefs that innovation had produced in their 
service, and the desolations which it had brought 
on the country, commanded him not to take 
any step for changing them, without their 
orders. . Contrary, however, to his own declara* 
tions' — contrary to the sketch of an Act of 
Parliament, which, for aught he knew,* the 
Legislature might then, have passed, (I know 
that it Was in contemplation to pass, about that 
time, several Acts for regulating the Company's 
afikirs ; and for one, I should have been, as I 
always have been, a good deal concerned in 
whatever tended to fix some kind of permanent 
and settled government in Bengal) in violation 
I say, of his duty, and in contradiction to his 
own opinion, he at that time, without giving 
the parties notice, turns out of their employ- 
ments, situation^ and bread, the provincial 
councils. 

And who were the members of those provin- 
cial councils ? They were of high rank in the 
Company's service j they were not junior ser* 
vants, boys of a day, but persons who had gone 

through 
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through some probation ; who knew something 
of the country ; who were conversant in its re-^ 
venues, and in the course of its business ; they 
were, in short, men of considerable rank in the 
Company's service. What did he do with these 
people ? Without any regard to their rank in 
^he service ; — no more than he had regarded the 
rank of the nobility of the country— rhe sweeps 
them all in one day from their independent 
situations, without reference to the Directors, 
and turns them all into pensioners upon the 
Company, And for what purpose Was this 
done, ^ it was done in order to reduce the Com^ 
pany*s servants, who, in their independent situ- 
ations, were too great a mass and volume for 
him to cori'upt to an abject dependence upon 
bis absolute power. - It was, that he might ieli 
them, You have lost your situations ; you Ij^ve 
nothing but small alimentary pensions ; nothing 
more than a maintenance, and you must depend 
upon me whether you are to have any thirig^ more 
o^* not Thus at one stroke a large division of 
the. Company's servants — and one of the highest 
orders of them, were reduced for their next 
l^read, to an absolute, submissive dependence 
upon his will J and the Company was loaded 
with the pensions of all these discarded servants; 
Thus were persons in an honourable, independent 
situation> earned by long service in that country, 
'i . and 
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and who were subject to puniihioeot ftxr their 
crimes if proved against them, are all deprived^ 
unheard, of their employments* You would 
imagine that Mr. Hastings had at least diarged 
them with corruption. No, you will see upon 
your Minutes, that wh^n he abolished the pro^ 
vincial councils, he declared at the same time, 
that he found no fault with the persons coH'* 
cerned in them. 

Thus then he has got rid, as your Lordships 
see, of one whole body of the Company's ser- 
vants ; he has systematically corrupted the rest^ 
and provided, as far as lay in his power, for the 
perpetuation of their corruption ; he has con^ 
nived at all their delinquencies, and has de^ 
stroyed the independence of all the superior 
orders of them. Now hear what he does with 
regsfd to the Council General itself. They had, 
by the Act that made Mr. Hastings govemour, 
the management of the revenues vested in them 
^— you have been shewn by an honourable and 
able fellow Manager of mine, that he took the 
business of this department wholly out of the 
hand of the council ; that he named a commit- 
tee for the management of it, at an enormous^ 
expense — a committee nvade up of his own crea^ 
tures and dependents; and that af^er destroying 
tbe provincial councils, he brought down the 
whole management of the revenue to Calcutta* 

This 
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This committee took this important business en« 
tirely out of the hands of the council, in which 
the Act had vested it, and this committee he 
formed without the orders of the Court of Di- 
rectors, and directly contrary to the Act which 
put the superintendence in the hands of the 
council. ' 

Oh 1 But he reserved a superintendence over 
them — ^you shall hear what the superintendence 
was ; you shall see, feel, smell, touch — it shallr 
enter into ^every avenue and pore of your soul/ 
It will shew you what was the real principle of 
Mr. Hastings's government. We will read to^ 
you what Sir John Shore says of that institution, 
and of the only ends and purposes which it could' 
answer, your Lordships will then see how far he 
was justifiable in violating an Act of Parliament,^ 
and giving out of the council's hands the great' 
trust which the laws of his country had vested' 
in them. It is part of a paper written in 1785,* 
l^y Mr. Shone, who was sole acting president of 
this committee, to which all Bengal was de* 
livered ; he was an old servant of the Company,' 
and he is noiw at the head of the government of 
that coimtry. He was Mr. Hastings's particular 
friend, and therefore you cannot doubt either of 
his being a competent evidence, or that he is a 
favourable evidence for Mr. Hastings, and that 
he would not say one word against the establish* ' 

ment 
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ment of which he himself was at the head» that 
was not perfectly true» and forced out of him by 
the truth of the case. There is not a single part 
of it» that does not point out some abuse. 

" In the actual collection of the revenues, 
** nothing is more necessary than to give imme« 
** diate attention to all complaints, which are 
" preferred daily without number, and to dis- 
*^ patch them in a summary manner; this cannot 
" be done where the controul is remote. In 
<< every pergunna throughout Bengal there are 
** some distinct usages, which cannot be clearly 
" known at aydistance ; yet in all complaints of 
'* oppression /or extortion, these must be known 
'* before a decision can be pronounced. But to 
** learn at Calcutta the particular customs of a 
^^ district of Radshahy or Daca is almost im« 
<< possible; and considering the channel through 
<^ which an explanation must pass, and through 
'* which the complaint is made, any colouring 
" may be given to it ; and oppression and extor* 
'^ tion, to the ruin of a district, may be practised 
** with impunity. This is a continual source of 
^* embarrassment to the committee of revenue in 
« Calcutta. 

'^ One object of their institution was to bring 
" the revenues without the expences of agency 

•' to 
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" to the presidency, and to remove all local coii- 
" troul over the farmers, who were to pay their 
** rents at Calcutta. When complaints are made 
" against farmers by the occupiers of the lands, 
** it is almost impossible to discriminate truth 
*^ from falsehood. But to prevent a failure in 
** the revenue, it is found necessary, in all 
** doubtful cases, to support the farmer ; a cir- 
** cumstance which may give rise to and confirm 
•• the most cruel acts of oppression* The real 
♦* state of iany district cannot be known by the 
** committee. An occupier or zemindar may 
** plead that ah inundation has ruined him, or 
** that his country is a desert through want of 
^* rain. An aumeen is sent to examine the 
♦* complaint; he returns with an exaggerated 
** account of losses proved in volumes of intri- 
•* cate accounts, which the committee have no 
** time to read, and for which the aumeen 
^* is well paid, t^ossibly, however, the whole 
'* account is false. Suppose no aumeen is eni- 
" ployed and the renter is held to the tenor of 
** his engagement, the loss if real must occasion 
*' his ruin, unless his assessment is very mode- 
" rate indeed. 

"I may venture to pronounce, that the real 
** state of the districts is now less known, and 
•• the revenue less understood^ than in the year 

VoL.XVL X " 1774. 
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f,\ p;? accpwtjj, Mnpi3 *h^ h^yi^ b^i^ intrp4«fed 

^^ 9nd cpn^qipn bAVj^ t^ifJ^^ pl^f ^ » thj9 riscprds 
V j^nd a^punt§ qrl)|^h Ifs^re lt>e)en c(]|iiy)i)fdape 

^« is.njanjiejd, it c^mioti be feu^ji. It \^ tb^ bipsi* 
1* 9qjS; of all,, frofn the cyofs to itlje, 4«waBf^ to 
•* cpBppaJi a^d deceive. Thp sifppljsat inattjew 
♦* pf fejpt ar^ desigi^(Uy,i5pyefSfi,witb..a yeil 
-^ih^P^S'^/?^<^^P^ ^^ h^ift^ u^d^r^pdipg can 
^^ppnetra(;p. , 

. " yfi^ r^sp^ct tp, the ps-^fieqt compiittee of 
" reyepufi, jt i?^ mppilly jnjpQ^piblefor them to 
",^^x§c;y^g the^^bugjftess th^y a^e jn^nste^ withi 
« Xlj^y ar§ iny^?^ftcl wU^I^ 4 gfln^rftj; qontrpuli 
'Vf^nd,they^^y9 an i^i^^^tive suittlprijbyv larger 
'^ tbap ey^r ^as be|9re^ giy<$n tp; aoy boards or 
*f bofJy of mp5. Tbeymay im^ must gel 
^f thi/)ugb th^ bui^ines?. Qut.tp prf^twd.to 
<<. asser^t that they, really exe$q^ i^ WPpld be 

'* fpjly aofl, falsehood. . * 

r* T}ie gf^qd pligeict pf t^e ns^^ivp dewanqiea 
" M^afi, ^P.«iqquir§ip^spgn4ffit cwMjrquL »n4.for 
<< many years they have pursued (^is.^i^h w^n^ 
<< derfqlart The fi^rmeraapd zeipi{id^quiider 
f ' the committee prp^c^it^. the. s^ff^ plan, and 
*< have ^Ir^X 9lvc»ct^>Q9 tp any thipg t|iaft 
*» . '* has 
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^ kaa ttea bdst appeanmce of rastrietton* AH 
f^eontroul reoHoT^^ they cao phinder as thej 
f^pieMe4 

, ; *^ The cotamittee must have a dewan or 
^ executive offimr, call bim by what name you 
{f please. This man^ in facC» has all the rbveAues 
^f paid at the presidency, at his disposal^ and 
!^ cacn, if he has any alrflitiesy brin^ all the 
^ reateta under contribution. It is of little 
*< advantage to vestrftin the domitoittee thdm* 
^ idwM&ovFhnhevy ot ertmplion, when their 
^^ ccecDtive officer has tbe power of protecting 
V^ both; Undetected. 

. ^y To display the art»etn|^yed by a native 
^^ on audi an occasion^ would fill a yolume. He 
^^ discovcirs the secret xesources of this zemin* 
M jdara and renters, their enemies anft (iompe^ 
1i;tiltors, and by thfi engineii of hope and fear 
^ caised upon these foundations, he can work 
« them to his purpose. The committee, with 
^' the best intentions^ best abilities, is^nd'steadie^t 
M fipplioBtion, must iafter all be a^ ttel in t&e 
♦•, hand of their devM.*' ,i 

.Here ir the account of Mr. Hastttigs's lieMr 
Committee of Revenue, substituted in the place 
of an eistablishment made by Act of Parliament;: 
here is what hd has aubstitiited for Provincial 
Councils. Here is i^hat be ba6 ' substititti&d Ht 

^^ the 
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the room of the whole regular order of the ser- 
vice, which he. totally subverted. Can we add 
any thing to this picture? Can we heighten it? 
Can we do any thiitg more than to recommend 
it to your Lordships' serious consideration^? * 

But before I 6nally dismiss this part of pur 
charge, I must request your Lordships' most 
earnest attention to the true character, of these 
atrocious proceedings, as they now stand proved 
before you, by direct or the strongest presump- 
tive evidence upon the Company's records, and 
by his. own confessions and declarations, and 
those of his most intimate friends and avowed 
agents. Your Lordships will recollect that,' pre- 
viously to the appointment of Mr. Hastings to 
be the Govemour General, in 1772, the collec- 
tion of the revenues was committed to a Naib 
Duaii, or native collector, under the controul of 
the Supreme Council; and that Mr. Hlistings 
did at that time, and upon various occasion^ 
afterwards, declare it to be his decided and fixed 
opinioii, that nothing would be so detrimental 
to the interests of the Company, and to ih^ 
happiness and welfare of the inhabitants of 
their provinces as changes, and more especially 
sudden changes, in the collection of their reve-^ 
nues. His opinion was also most strongly and 
reiteriatedly prised upon him by his Masters^.' 
the Court of Directors. The first step taken 
' i " ' after 
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after his appbtntih'eht, was to abolish the office 
of Naib Duan, and to send a committee through 
the provinces, at the expence of 50,000/. a year, 
to make a settlement of rents to be paid by the 
natives for five years. At the same time he 
appointed one of the Company's servants to be 
the collector in each province,' and he abolished 
(he'General Board of Revenue, which had been 
established at Moorshedabad, chiefly for the 
following reasons ; that by its exercising a Sepa- 
rate cohtroul, the Members of the Supreme 
Council at Calcutta were prevented from ac- 
quiring that intimate acquaintance with the 
revenues, which was necessary to persons in 
their station ; and because many of the powers 
necessary for the collection of the revenues, 
could not be delegated to a subordinate council. 
In consideration of these opinions, orders, and 
declarations, he, in 177dr Abolished the office of 
collector, and transferred the management of the 
revenues to several councils of revenue, called 
Provincial Councils, and recommended their 
perpetual establishment by Act of Parliament; 
In the year 1774, in contradiction of his former 
opinion, respecting the necessity of the Supreme 
Council possessing all possible means of becom- 
ing acquainted with the details of the revenue^ 
l;ie again recommended the continuance <>f the 
Provincial ^Councils in all their parts. This h^ 
/ > x3 again 
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again declared to be bis deliberate opinion in 
1775 and in 1776. In the mean time a majority 
of the Supreme Council, consisting of members 
who had generally differed in opinion from Mf# 
Hastings, had transmitted their advioe to the 
Court of Directors, recommending some cfaaoget 
in the system of Provincial Coundla. The Di^ 
re<:to]rs, in their, reply to this recommendation, 
did m 1777 order the Supreme Council to form 
a new plan for the cpUection of the revenues; 
and to transnik it to .them for their condi^ 
deration. 

No such plan was transmitted ; but in the year 
I78I, Mr. Hastings having obtained a majority 
in the; Council he again, changed the whole 
syatetfPf both of collection of the revenue and of 
the executive administration of civil and criminal 
jusitice. And who were the persona subititoted 
in the. platse of .those whom ^ removed ? Names, 
my Lord3i mik which you are already but too 
well acquainted. • At their head stwds Manny 
Begum ; then comes his own domestick sod 
private bribe agent Ounga Grovin Sing ^ then 
hiA banyan Cantou Baboo;: then that instrument 
of alLevil Deby Sing }. then the whole tribe of 
hi& dependents white and black, whom. lie nmda 
faroners of the revenue^ willi Colond; Hanmay at 
their head ; aad lastly, Jiist confidential residents, 
secret agenta, and psivate^ secretaf ies^ Mr. Midii 

dleton, 
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illetmi, Major Palmer, &c. &c,-^Can your Lord^ 
ihips doubt, fdr a single instant, of tKe real spirit 
6f these proceedings 1^ Can yoa doubt oP th^ 
wboI6 dtesigh firfvfrig originated and endbd lA 
fcorrtrptfon and pe'cidatioh f 

We have ftrtly stated to you, flrdtd tfife autho- 
rity of ibe^ef parth^k ihemielt^, the e£fects dtid 
fconse^uenb^^bf these pi^dcSddfngS-^iiaitiely, the 
dilapidation 6f itife tievetiiie^i^ and the ruhi arid 
desolatiob of the pfb^inbes^. ' And, my thrdi, 
what ehe could ha^ebfefei expdcted or desighed 
by this STfreepirtg suBvefsiob of ^4 cobtroUl of 
the Coinpahy^s servants over thef collbction dt 
the revenue, atid tiki Vesting of it ift a black 
duan, but fraud dbd p6culatiori i What else, 
I say, was to be expected in the inextricable 
turnihgs and bindings of that black mystery of 
iniquity, but the concealment at every specie^ 
of wrong, violence, dtitrdge and oppression? 
Your Lordships then have seeii, that rfie whol6 
country wa^ put into the hands of Gunga Goviri 
Sing ; and when you rfeinember who this Gunga^ 
Govih Sing <^aS, and hbw effectually Mr. Hast- 
ings had secured hiAb against detection, in eVery^ 
part of his mal-practices and atrocities, can you 
for a momelit hesiitate to believe that the whole 
project was ptanii^d and executed for the pur- 
pose of putting all Behgsfl under contribution ta 
Mr. Hastings ? But if you stre resolved, after 

z4 all 
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all this, to entertain a good opinion of Mr. Hast* 
ings — if you have taken it into your heads, fof 
reasons best known to yourselves, to imagine 
that he has som6 hidden virtues, which in the 
government of Bengal he has not displayed, and 
which, to us of the House of Commons, have 
not been discernible in any one single instance ; 
these virtues may be fit subjects for paragraphs 
in newspapers — tliey may be pleaded for him by 
the partisans of his Indian j2Ec/io/i. But your 
Lordships will do well to remember that it is not 
to Mr, Hastings himself that you are trusting, 
but to Gunga Govin Sing. If the committee 
were tools in his hands, must not Mr. Hastings 
have also been a tool in his hands ? — If they wijth 
whom he daily and hourly had to transact busi- 
ness, and whose office it was to controul and 
restrain him, were unable so to do, is this con- 
troul and restraint to be expected from Mr. 
Hastings, who was his confident, and whose 
corrupt transactions he could at any time dis- 
cover to the world ? My worthy Colleague haa; 
traced the whole of Mr. Hastings's bribe account, 
in the most clear and satisfactory manner to 
Gunga Govin Sing — him first — him last — him 
midst, and without end* If we fail of the con- 
viction of the Prisoner at your bar, your Lord- 
ships will not have acquitted Mr. Hastings 
in^rely, but you will confirm all the robberies 
- ' \ " and 
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, and .rapines of Gunga Gqvin Sing. You will 
recognise him as a faithful governour of India* 
Yes,. my Lords, let us rejoice in this man. 
LetjU^ adopt him as our own. Let our country 
— l^t; tbis House be proud of him! If Mr. 
Hastings can be acquitted, we must admit 
Gunga Govin Sing's government to be the 
greatest blessing that ever happened to mankind. 
But if Gunga Goyin Sing's government be the 
greatest curse that ever befel suffering humanity, 
as we. assert , it to have been, there is the man 
that placed him in it; there is his father, his 
godfather, the first author and origin of all these 
evils and calamities. My Lords, remember 
Dinagepore; remember the bribe of 40,000/. 
which Gunga . Govin Sing procured for Mr. 
Hastings in that province, and^ the subsequent 
horrour of that scene. 

: But, my Lords, do yoii extend your .confidence 
to Guiiga Govin Sing ? Not eveya th^ fac^ of 
this man to whom the revenues of the Comps^ny, 
together with the estates, fortunes, reputations 
and lives of the inhabitants of that Country were 
delivered over, is known in those provinces. H$ 
resides at Calcutta, and is represented by a variety 
of under agents. Do you know Govin Ghpse^? 
Do you know Nundalol? Do you know. the 
whole tribe of peculators, ,whom Mr. Hastings 
calls his faithful domestick servant^? Do you 
know all .the persons .that Gunga Govin Sing 
' ' must 
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must employ in the various l-amifieatioh^ of the 
revenues throughout all the jfirovinces? Ar6 
you prepared tti ttust att these ? Thfe Bbard oF 
Revenue has confessed that it could Bot con<- 
ifoul theo^. Mr. Hastings himself could t totcon- 
troul them. The e^tablishineilt of this system 
was like Sin's opening the gates of bell ; lik^ 
her he could open the gate, but to shut, as MiltdA 
iteys, exceeded his power. The former establiih^ 
ihents, if defective, or if abuses were found lit 
them, might have been corrected. There WM 
at lea^t the meahd of d^t^titig and putiisbirig 
abuse. But Mr. tiasfings destroyed the means 
of doitig either, by putting the whole country 
into the hands of Gunga Oovin Sing, i 

KoW^ having seen all these things done,> Idok 
to the account. Yoa Lordships will now be 
pleased to look at this business^ as a^nere deedun4 
ofreVemi^. Yoa will find, on comparing the 
thred^ yeara m whkh Mr. Haslangs was in the 
minority, with tli.e three year^ after the s^poiat^ 
metit of this comtnittee, that the assessment upob 
the eountiry increased, but that the revenue was^ 
diminished ; and you will also find^ wbidi is a mat-' 
ter that ought to astonish you, that the expenee^ 
of the collections were encreased, by no less amm 
than 600}0Q0/. Tou may judge firom this whai 
riot there was in rapacity and rava^, botk 
sUnOngst the European and' native agents, hnt 
diiefly amongst the natives ; fbr Mr. Hastings 

did 
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did not diride the greatest part of t)ii« ^otf 
among die Company^s servants, but amoflgtbis 
gang of black dependents^ - 

These accounts are in pages 137S amd 1274 of 
your MitiUtes. My Lords, weighty indeed would 
have been the charge brought before your Lord-^ 
ships by the Cdmmdtis of Great Britain, against 
the Prisoner at yotir bar, -if they hhd fixed upon 
no other crinie or miiidemeanor than that wbteti 
I am now pressing upon you. Histhrdwingoffthe 
alle^ance of the C^mfpany, his putting a bla<ik 
master over himself, and his subjecting ihcf whole 
of Bengal, Bahar arid Orissa, the whole of the 
Company's servants, theCompany^s revenues, the 
Company's farms, to G unga Govin Sing. But^ my 
Lords, it is a very curtouS and remarkable things 
that We haVe traced this man as Mr. Hasfings'a 
bribe broker, up to the time of the nomination oC 
this comfaiittee ; we have traced him through a re^ 
gular series of bribery ; he is Mr. Hastings's bribe 
broker at PMna ; be is Mr. Hastings's bribe brokei^ 
atNilddea; heishisbribebfokeratlNnagepore} 
we find him his bfibe broker in all these plaees ; 
but ftoiA the moment that this committee was 
constituted, it became a gulph in which the pre- 
vention, the detection, and the correction of all 
kind of abuses were sunk and lost for even 
From the tidie wh^ this committee and Gunga 
Govin Sing ^re appointed,, you do not find one 

word 
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liTprd more of Mr. Hastings's bribes. Had tie 
tben ceased to receive any ? or where are you to 
look for them ? You ^e to look for them in that 
500,000 /• excess of expence in the revenue de- 
partments and in the rest of all. that corrupt 
traffick.of Gunga.Govin Sing, of which we gave 
yoii specimens at the time we proved his known 
bribes to you. These are nothing but indiex 
hands to point out to you the immense .m^s of 
corruption. which jiad its origin, and was daily 
^cumulating in these provinces^ under the pro- 
tection of Mr. Hastings. And can you think,i 
and can we talk of such transactions, without 
feeling emotions of indignation and horroiir not 
to bje described? Can we contemplate such 
i^cenes as these — can we look upon those deso- 
lated provinces— upon a country so ravaged — ^ 
peqple so subdued — -Mahomedans, Gentoos, our 
own countrymen all trampled under foot, by this 
tymtit ; can we do this without giving expression 
to those feelings, which, after animating us in 
this life, will comfoQt us when we die, and will 
form our best part in another? 

My Lords, I am now at the last day of my 
endeavours to inspire your Lordships with a just 
sense of these unexampled atrocities. I have 
b^ ^ great encyclopedia of crimes to deal with ;, 
I will get through them as soon as I can i $nd 
J pray your Lordships to believe, that if I pmij 

any 
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any thirfg, it is to time I sacrifice it ; that it is 
to want of strength I sacrifice it ; that it is to 
necessity, and not from any despair of making, 
from the records and from the evidence, matter 
so omitted as black as any thing that I haVe yet 
brought bdfore you. - 

The next thing of which I have to remind 
yOiur Lordships respecting these black agents of 
the Prisoner, is, that we find him just before his 
departure from India, recommending three of 
them — Gunga Govin Sing, Gunga Ghose and 
Nundalol, as persons fit and necessary to be re- 
warded for their services by the Company. Now 
your Lordships will find that of these faithful 
domestick servants, there is not one of them who 
was not concerned in these enormous briberies; 
and in betraying^ their own native and natural 
master. If I had time for it, I believe I could 
trace every person to be, in proportion to Mr. 
Hastings's confidence in him^ the author of boifte 
great villany. These persons he thinks had not 
been sufficiently rewarded, and accordingly he 
recommends to the Board, as his dying legacy,- 
provision for these faithful attached servants of 
his, and particularly for Gunga Govin Sing.' 
The manner in which this man was to be re-' 
warded makes a part of the history of these 
transactipnSf as curious ^rhaps as was ever ex- 
hibited 
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liibited to the world. Your L^4^ips wJU find 
it in pi^e S841 of your M}n|ite9. 

The Rajah of piDfigepor^ wa9 ^ Qhild at that 
tiipe about el«v$n yf ars olct». yad h^ 9UCCiB^d 
Ito the mj^h^hip. (by w.hftt m^ps I shall. say no* 
thing) when he was about five years pld* . He id 
ipade to apply tp Mr- Ha^tingSi fbr l^ve tp gi^nt 
a very considerable part pfhis^ estate tp Qunga 
Gpvii^ Siog asi a i^esfBTfi for hia snipes. ThesiQ 
services eou)d oaly bp kmifii to th«K Baga^'a 
faoMly, by having robbp4 it pf at leaat. 40,000 /« 
the bribe givm tp Mr. Mmiixi^pt, gafctheBajah^^ 
family is so little satisfied with this hountifal: and 
liberal donation to Gunga.Covin Sing* that they 
desire that several pe]:giuinas or farms,, that are 
papRtioned in the application made to theCounailf 
$hpuld b^ 9Ppamted from the family estate and 
given tp this man* Such wa3 thi& extraordinary 
gratitude ; gratitude i\Qt for. money receiv^» but 
for money taken away ; a spedea of gratitude 
unknown in any part of tho world but in Indian 
gratitude pervading, eveiy branch of tjie family i 
bis nipther coming forward and petitioning liker 
wise, that hejr son riipuld be disherited; his^ 
uncle, the natural protector and guardian of his. 
ininority, coming fpEward, and petitioning tiMst 
earnestly, that his nephew should be disinherited^ 
all the family jpin in one voice of supplice^n; 

to 
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tO' Mr. Hastings^ that Guoga Govin SiQg may 
\\^ye dr very large and cQn3i4(srable part of their 
family estate given to hioK Mr. Hastings, after 
declaring that certain cirouiB9taQces reacting 
thi^ prepertjs which are mentioned in his Mi* 
nutes^ were to his knowledge true, but which 
your Lordships, upon examination, will find to 
}pi^ false, and falsified in eveiy particular, recom? 
mendS) in th^ siron^pst manner, to the Boards 
9 compliance with this application. He wa^ at 
this time on the eve of his departure from India, 
in ha^te to provide for his faithful servants j and 
he well knew that this his last act would be held 
binding upon his successors, who were devoted 
tp him. 

Here indeed is genuine, and heroic gratitude j 
gratitude for money received, not for money 
fakenaway ; and yet this gratitude was towards 
a person who had paid himself out of the benefit 
which had been conferred, at the ^xpence of 
a third party. For Gunga Govin Sjng had kept 
for himself 20,000 1 out of 40,000/, taken from 
the Rajah. For this cheat, stated by Mr. Larkins 
tQ be auch, and allowed by Mr. Hs^tings himself 
to bp^ SjUcH— he, with a perfect knowledge of 
th^t^ fraud and che^t committed upon the puhr 
lickj^ (for he pretends that th? money was meant 
for the Company,) makes thh supplif^ation to his 
colleagues, and departs. 

After 
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After his departure, Gunga Govin Sing, rely- 
ing upon the continuance of the corrupt influence 
which he had gained, had the impudence to 
come forward and demand the confirmation of 
this grant by the Council General. The Council, 
though willing to accede to Mr. Hastings's pro- 
position, were stopped in a moment by petitions 
much more natural, but of a direct contrary 
tenor. The popr^ infant Rajah raises his cries 
not to be deprived of his inheritance ; his mother 
comes forward and conjures the Council not to 
ofipress her son and wrong her family; the 
uncle comes and supplicates the Board to save 
from ruin these devoted victims which were 
under his protection. All these counter-petitions 
cotae before the Council, while the ink is hardly 
dry upon the petitions which Mn Hastings had 
left behind him, a;s proofs of the desire of this 
family to be disinherited in favour of Gunga 
Govin Sing. Upon the receipt of these remon- 
strances, the Board could not proceed in the 
business, and accordingly Gunga Govin Sing 
was defeated. 

But Gunga Govin Sing was unwilling to quit 
his prey. And what does he do?— I desire 
your Lordships to consider seriously the reply 
of Gunga Govin Sing, as it appears upon your 
Miilutes. — It is a bold answer. He denies the 
right of the Rajah to these estates. Why, says 

be, 
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b^, all plropeity 10- this caufitry'dep&iicis upon 
the wUI of your government j how came thii 
i^ajah's family into possession i>£ thi^ gre^C 
zemindary? Why, they got it atfirtt by thef 
mere favour of government The whole was an 
iniquitous transaction; This is a faihily, that in 
some former age has robbed others/and noMr let 
me rob them. In support of thid claim, he addft 
the existence of other precedejits i namely; that 
many clerks or mutseddies and bai^yaris at Cal-^ 
cutta, hs^d, aa he says; got pds^e^sion of the 
lands of other people, without any^prefenc^ of 
right.r— Why should not I? GoodGodj what 
precedents are these ! — Your Lordships ' shall 
now hear the razynama or testimonial, ifhicb; 
^ince Mr* Hastings's^ arrival in^^ngland^ this 
JUjah has been induced to sen^l to the Company 
&Qm India, and you will judge then of the state 
in wbiqh Mr* Hastings has Ijeft that country*. 
Hearken, my Lords, I pray you, to the razynama 
of this man, from whom 40,000/. was taken' by 
Mr, {lasting^ and Gunga Govin rSing, ind 
against whom an atteippt Was made by the sante 
person^' to d^eprive himof hts inheritance^. 
Xisten ta this razynama, and tben'judge/6f aH 
the other testimonials which have been produced 
on the part of the Priso9er at your bar, - His 
.counsel rest upon them— they gk>ry in the*, and 
we shall not ^bate then) oq^ <>r.these. precious 
VoL^XVJ,, * Y testimonials. 
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testimohials* They put the voice of gratefuf 
India; against tlia voice of ungrateful England, 
Now, hear what grateful Indiia says^ after our 
having told you for what ii waa so grateful. 

•* I, Radaunat) zemindar of pergunna Ha-^ 
* velly Penjana^ &c, comhionly called Dinage- 
^ pore:— As it has been learnt by 4he mtit- 
•* saddles and the respectable officers ^ *ny 
" zemindary^ that the ministers of England are 
" di^leased with the late Governour HVJarren 
^ Hastings, Esq. upon the suspicion that he 
*• oppressed us, toc^ money from us by deceit 
<« and force, and ruined the coimftry — therefore, 
f* we,' upon the strength of our rdigiofn, which 
H wa think it 'incumbent on and necessaty fof 
** us to abide by, following the tules laid down 
^ M giving evidence, dedare the {)art]culars -of 
f*lhe deeds of W«ren Hastings, fcsq. i^liwr 
** ctrcumspectiOB aild caulion, ci^ity and jus- 
^'ticei saperibr to the coftdtict of the most 
^ leamect; iihd by ^representing what is fact> 
^^ iripe av^ay the doubts that htiVe^ possessed the 
•« mirid» of tho -minister^ of finglimd: That 
^ Mr/ HastiAgd'is possessed of fiddlity and cod- 
♦* iidefice and y^Iding protection to us ; that 
^^ he is clear of (he contanfiiiation t^ mistrust 
'^ and W0sigt *tui his mind is free of covetous- 
^ riess or i^ariceu During the thne of his 

•♦ a^nimsttation. 
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^ admrnistr^tioQi no ode saw other <c<Hi(iut:t 
*• than that of protection to the husbandmen 
** and justice; no inhabitant ever experienced 
^^ afflictions ; no one ever felt oppression from 
*• him J oiu: reputations have always been 
^f guarded from attacks by bis prudence^ aud 
^< our femilies have always been protected by 
•* his justice.'' 

Good God ! my Lords, " our families, pro* 
tected by his justice /^' Whs^t ! after Ouoga Qovia 
Sing, in concert witli Mr. Hastijig^ hjad flrst 
robbed him of 40,000/. and dien had atteippted 
to snatch, as it were, out of the mouths pf babes 
and sucklings, the inheritance of their iathersi 
and to deprive this ii^fant of a gr§at pajrt pf hi« 
family estate* Here is. a <^ild, eleven ye^rs pld^ 
^ho never coidd have seen Mr« Hastings $ who 
could know nothing of him but froip the heavy 
hand of oppression, a^liction, wrong and rpb^ 
bery, brought to bear testimony to |;he virtues 
of Mr. Hastings, before a Britiah parliame^ti 
Such is the confidence they repose in their hppe 
of having bribed the English nation by the 
millions and millions of money, the countless 
lacks of rupees poured into it from Indian that 
they had dared to bring this poor robbed infant^ 
to bear testimony to the character of Mr, Ufis^ 
tings. These are the things which ari^ to be 
opposed to the mass. of evidence which the 

T 2 House 
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House of Commons bring against this rAan^ 
evidence which they bring from his own acts, 
his own writing, and his own records y a cloud 
of testimony furnished by himself, in support of 
charges brought forward and urged by u9 agree- 
ably to the ntagnitude of his crimes, with the 
Horrour which is inspired by them, and with the 
contempt due to this paltry attem'pt towardsJiis 
defence — which they had dared to produce from 
the Jiands of an infant, but eleven years old 
tvhen Mr* Hastings quitted that country. 

But to proceed with the razynama :-^** He 
'* never omitted the smallest idstance of kind-r 
•• ness towards us, but healed the wounds of 
<* despair with the salve ofconsoli^tiou, by means 
*< of his benevolent and kind beliaviour, uever 
<♦ permitting one of us to sink into, the pit of 
^* despondence j he supported evejy one by his 
^ goodness, overset the designs of evil-minded 
^ meiij by his authority j ti^ the. hand of op- 
^* pression, with the strongest bandage of justice, 
<< and by these means expanded the pleasing 
** appearance of happiness and joy over usj he 
•* re-established justice and impartiality. We 
•• were during Jiis government in the enjoyment 
♦^ of perfect happiness and ease, and many of us 
V are thankful and satisfied. As Mr. Hastings 
*♦ was well acquainted with our manners and 
«* -cestctos, . he was always desirous in ievery 
*• respect of doing wJiatever would preserve our' 
- .^ • / •* religious 
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" religious rites, and guard them against ever^ 
** kind of accident and injury; and at all times 
" protected us. Whatever we have experienced 
;^' from himt ^^d whatever happened from him» 
**^ we have written without deceit or exagge- 
;" ration/', i / : < : 

My Lords, before I take leave of this affair 
of bribes and of the great bribe broker, let me 
just offer a remark to your Lordships upon one 
curious transaction. My Lords, we have charged 
a bribe taken from the Nabob of Oude, and we 
have stated the corrupt and scandalous pro- 
ceeding which attended it« X thought I had 
done with Oude i but as there is a golden chain 
^between all the virtues, so there is a golden 
chain which links together all the vices. Mr. 
Hastings, as you have seen, and as my honour- 
able colleague has fully opened it to you, re- 
ceived a bribe or corrupt present from the Nabob 
of Oude, ip September I78I. We heard no more 
of this bribe than what we had stated (no other 
trace of it ever appearing in the Company's re- 
cords, except in a private letter written by Mr. 
Hastings to the Court of Directors, and after- 
wards in a communication such as you have heard 
through Mr. Larkins,) till October 1783. 

But, my Lords, we have since discovered, 

through and in consequence of the violent dis- 

' y3 pules 
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"plites which Cook place between Mr. Hastings 
and the dan of residents that^ were in Oude, the 
resident of the Company, Mr. Bristow, the two 

^residents of Mr. Hastings, Mr. Middleton, arid 

'Mr. Johhafori, and the two risidents ^nt by hfm 
to watch over all the rest, Major I^ahner arid 
Major Davy: — upon quarrels, I say, between 
them, we discovered that Mr. Middletoit had 
received tfce oflfer of a present of 100,000 /. in 
February I78?. This circumstance is mentioned 
in a letter of Mr* Middleton's, in which hei in- 
forms Mr. Hastings that the Nabob had destined 

*^such a sum for him. 

Now the firsfc thing that will occur to your 
Lordships, upfon such an afikir, will be a desire 
to kridw what it was that induced the Nabob to 
make this oflferj it was but in the Septembeir 
i{)receding, that Mn Hastings had. received, for 
Ws private use, as the Nabob conceived, so boun- 
tiful a present as 100,000 /., what motive theft 
could he have ^ad in February, to offer hirti 
another lOOiOOO/. ? — ^This mat), at the time, was 
piercing heaven itself with the cries of despoii- 
dency, despair, beggary and ruin* You have 
seen, that he was forced to rob his own family, 
it) order to satisfy the Company's demands upon 
him ; and yet this is precisely the time when hfe 
thinks proper to offer 100,000 /. to Mr. Hastings. 
Does not the mind of every man revolt, whilst 

he 
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to Mr. Httt^gft? What reason had tba Nat>ob 
.io tihtn]L Mr. Hastings 60 oa^iieikFOiisIy kisatiablet 
that havhig but the September before receiyed 
100,000 L he must give him another in Februarj"? 
— My Lords, he must, in the int^cv^U* hsat^ 
-tlireatened the Nabob with somd horxible. catas* 
Iropihe; froih which he Was to redeem hfmtidt 
by. this second present. You can assign no 
^Uier motive for his giving it. [ WV know net 
fvrhat answer Mr. Hastings made to Mr.Middfo* 
toQ^ iipon that occasion, but we Jfind that in the 
jear 1783,. Mr« Hastings asserts/ that he sent u^^ 
Major Palmer add Major DaV)% to persHade the 
Kattob to transfer this presentt which the Nabob 
intiinded £>r him, to the Compan/a serrk*. 
iRcjmark, my Lprds, the progress of this a0a«i. 
Jn a formal accusations preferredt against Ms* 
:MiddietiQm, be charges him with obstmcUng this 
design of liis. In thia accusatioa^ my Lordi^ 
^oli find him at once in the curious character 
of {moseoiicHr, witness, and judg& / 

Let us see how he comporta himseIC I shaU 
oqIj stttte to you one of the articles of his ioir 
feachment It is the Thiird Charge; it is in 
page 1267 of your Lordships^ Minutei^:-— ** JPbr 
-** sending /xepeatedly to the Vizier and to bis 
^< aninisler Hyder Beg Khan, to ^dxisA .Aem 
^* against transferring the tea lacks of rupees 

y* " intended 
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•*• intended as a present to the Governour Gene- 

<^* rail to the Company's account; ask would 

t*^ be a pf^'cedent for further demands^ which 

*♦* if th6 Vizier'did not refuse ih the first instahce, 

'**.the government would never cease, to harass 

^ Kim'for moneyi*' '^' ' : ! , ' I - 

The first thing that will occur to your Lord- 

sMpSy is an assertion of tHe accuser's :— f* I am 

^♦* morally certain, that jay daads or assets for teA 

>^ dsecks, either in assignment of land or in.bills^ 

-^** had been prepared, and were in the charge 

*^ or possession of Mr. Middleton, before Majot 

V Palmer's arrival, and left with Mr. Johnson on 

** Mr. Middleton> departure/* 

c ^ My Ldrds, here is an accusation that Mr. Mid- 

.dleton had^actually received money, either in billis 

.6r assets of >some kind or other; and that upon 

•quitting his if^idency, he had handed it bver to 

<his successor Mr. Johnson. Here are then facts 

^ertedj and >e must suppose. substantiated^ 

•Here is a siim of money to be accounted for, 

in which there is a gross malversation directly 

charged as to thes6 particulars, in Mr. Hastings's 

opinion. Mr. Macpherson, another member of 

the Council, has declared, that he understood at 

the time, that the ten lacks were actually de: 

'posited in bills, and that it wad not a mere offel* 

made by the Nabob to pay such a sum from thfe 

futtjre revenue^ of :tlie country. .Mr.Hasjtin^ 

- >* : r has 
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has tH^e faots disclosed to l>im» He d^clar^^ 
that he was. ** mwrally certain'' of it; that is, «s 
certain as a man can be of any thing, because 
physical certitude does Xi6t belong to such .mat> 
ters. The first thii)g you. will naturally ask, is, 
why does he not ask Mr. Johnson how he had 
<]idposed of that money, which Mr. Middl^ton 
had put in his hands? He does no such thing; 
he pjtsses over it totally, as if.it were no part 
of the matter in question, and the accusation 
against Mr. Mid^leton terminates in the manner 
you will there find stated. When Mr. Johnson 
is asked, why was not that money applied to the 
C!ortpany*s service ? he boldly steps forward, 
Wii says, I prevented it from being so appliecj. 
It never liv^as, it never ought to have been so 
applied ; such an appropriation of money to be 
taken from the Nabob, would have been enor<- 
Mous upon that occasion. , * 

What then does Mr. Hastings do? Does he 
examine Mr. Middleton upon the subject, who 
charges hiiB$elf with having received the money P 
*— Mr. Middleton was at that very time in Cal* 
t^utta, Called down thither by Mr. Hastings him^ 
telf. One would naturally expect that he would 
call upon him, to explain for what purpose he 
left the money with Mr. Johnson. He did ho 
6uch thaig.' Did he examine Mr. Johnsoh him* 
self, who was i charged wit)| having received th^ 
, I money 
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money from lit. Mid(tt^Krti ? Did be ask hiau 
what be had dotte witfar tbat laoiiey? Not one 
wordr Pidbe seed for Major Palmer and Major 
Davy to accoont for it ? Na Did be call an j 
^riirpffy any banker^ any one person concerned in 
th^ ptlymerit of the mon^ ; or any one person 
in the fdSandgeqdebt.of the levenue? No, not 
one. — Directly in the fk^eof his own aBaertion^ 
directly ^ontraty to bis moral <o«vi€ti<m of tb0 
fact, that the mon^ bad beeo actually deposited^ 
he tries Mr. Johnsob coUuaively and obliquely ( 
dEiot upon the account 6f what was done with the 
tnoney» but why it. was prevented from being 
applied to the Company's service ; imd be ao 
quits Urn in a mannel* that (taking the whole <if 
it together) will give your Lords{>ip» tbe fioeft 
idea possible of a Bengal judicature, a# QXerci8e4 
by Mr. Hastings. 

<< I am not sorry/' says he, ^ that Mr« Johnson 
chose to defeat my intentions, siqce it would 
hSLM^ added to the Nabob's distresses, but witb 
tio immediate relief to the Company, If, in hb 
own breast, he can view the secret motives of 
this IxanBacUon, and on their testimony approv* 
it, I also'acqUit him." — Merciful God! Here:ii-# 
man accused by regular artides of iikipeaclmi^Qtt^ 
The accuser declares, he is morally certaiA 
that the money had been received, but wai 
prevented from being applied to its destiaatioa 

by 
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by the person accused, and he acquits him'! 
Does he acquit him, from his own knowledge, 
or from any evidence? No; but he applies 
to the m^n's^ conscience, and sajrs, if yott in 
your conscience can acquit yourself, I acquk 
you. 

Here then is d proceeding, the most astonish- 
ing and shameless that perhaps was ^ver vnU 
nessed i a court trying a man for a delinquency 
and misapplication of money, destined, in the 
first instance, for the use Of the Judge^ but which 
he declares ought, in his dwn opinion; to be set 
apart for the publick use $ anti which he was 
desirous of applying to the Company's service, 
without regard to his own interest ; and then 
the Judge, declaring, he is not sorry that his 
purpose had been defeated by the p^ty accused. 
Instead howevei' of censuring the aocused^ he 
applies to the itian^s own conscience :—^oels 
your conscience, says he, acquit you of having 
'acted wrong? The accused makes no reply j 
and then Mr. Hastings, by an hypothetical con- 
elusion, acquits him. 

t^ Mn Hastings is accused by the Commons, Hk 
that having a moral certainty of the money's 
being intended for his use, he would not have 
ceased to inquire into the actual application of 
it, but from soute corrupt motive and intention. 
With this he is charged. He comes before you to 

make 
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:inake his defence* Mn Middleton is in En^- 
Jand/ Does he call Mr. Middleton to explaifi 
;it here? Does he call tipon Mr* Johnson^ who 
«was th€f other day in this Court, to account for 
jt? Why did he not, when he sent for these 
curious papers and testimonials to Major Palmer, 
^the person authorized, as he pretends, by him, 
.to -resign all his pretensions to the money pro- 
cured) send for Major Palmer, who is the person 
that acdused him in this business? Why not 
send for him to bear some testimony respecting 
it i No ; he had time enough ; but at no one 
time, and in no placCi did he do this; there- 
/ore the imputation of the foulest corruption 
^attaches upon him, joined with the infamy of a 
collusive prosecution, instituted for the sake of 
a collusive acquittal. 

Having explained to your Lordships the na- 
ture, and detailed the circumstances, as far as 
we are acquainted with them, of this fraudulent 
transaction, we have only further to remind you, 
that though Mr. Middleton was declared guilty 
of five of the six charges brought against him 
by Mr. Hastings, yet the next thing you hear is, 
that Mr. Hastings, afler declaring that this con- 
duct of Mr. Middleton had been very bad, and 
that the conduct of the other servants of the 
Company concerned with him, had been ten 
times worse, he directly appoints him to one 

of 
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6f the 'ini)3t honourabte and (;onfi<lieDttaroffice9 
the Company had to dispose of— he sends him 
ambassador to the Nizam ; to give to all the 
courts of India a specimen of the justice, honoui: 
and decency of the British government, 
. My Lordsi with regard to the bribe for the 
enterlainmcntf I only beg leave to make one 
observation to you upon that article, I could 
say, if Uie time would admit it, a great deal 
ppon that subject; but I wish to compre83 it^ 
find I shall therefore only recommend it iiy 
general to your Lordships deliberate considc; 
ration. The covenant subsisting between the 
Company and its servants was made for the 
express purpose of putting an end to all such 
entertainments. By this convention it is ordered, 
that no presents exceeding 200 /. shall be ac- 
cepted upon any pretence for an entertainment, 
The covenant was intended to put an end tp 
the custom of receiving money for entertain* 
pients; even when visiting an independent Ori- 
ental prince. But your Lordships know that 
the Nabob was no prince, but a poor, miserable^ 
undone dependent upon the Company. The 
.present was also taken by Mr. Hastings, at a 
time when he went* upon the cruel commission 
of cutting down the Nabob's allowance from 
,400,000/. to 260,000/.— and when he was re- 
^ucing to beggary thousands of persons, who 
, were 
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were dependent for bread upon the Nabob } and 
ruining, perhaps, forty thousand others^ I shall 
say no more upon that subject, though, in truth, 
it is a thing upon which much observation might 
be made. 

I shall now pass on to another article con- 
Heeled with, though not making a direct part 
of that of corrupt bribery- I mean the swindling 
subterfuges, by which he has attempted to justify 
his corrupt practices. At one time he defends 
them, by pleading the necessities of his own 
afiairs, as when he takes presents and enter- 
tainments avowedly for his own profits. At 
another time he defends them, by pleading the 
goodness of his intentions. He intended, he 
says, to give the money to the Company. His 
last plea has something in it (which shall I say?) 
of a more awful or of a more abandoned cha« 
racter, or of both. In the settlement of his 
publick account before he left India, he takes 
credit for a bond which he had received from 
Nobkissin, upon some account or other. He 
then returns to England, and what does he do. 
Payoff? No. Give up the bond to the Company? 
No. He sajrs, I will account to the Company 
for this money ; and when he comes to give this 
account of the expenditure of this money, your 
Lordships will not be a little astonished at the 
items of it One is for founding a Mahomedan 

college. 
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college. It 18 a very fitrange thing that Rajah 
Nobkissin, who is a Gentoo, should be employed 
by Mn Hastings to found a Mahomedao college* 
We will allow Mr. Hastings, who is a Christian, 
or would be thonght a Christian, to grow pious at 
lost; and ^ many others have done, who have 
spent their lives in fraud, rapacity and peculation^ 
to seek amends, and to expiate his crimes, by cha« 
iritable fouiidations. Nay, we will suppose Mn 
Hastings to have taken it into his head, to turn 
M4}kHnedaii'(Gentob he could not) and to have 
designed, by a Mahomedan foundation, to expiate 
his offences. Be it so ; hut why should Nobfcissia 
pay for it ? We will pass over this also* But 
when your Lordships shall hear of what natore 
thit foundation was, i believe you will allow 
that a more extraordinary history never did 
appear in the world. 

In the £rst place, he stated to the Council on 
the 18th of April I7SI, that in the month of 
'November I78O a petition was presented to him 
hj a considerable number of Mussutmen ; in 
^mpliance with which this Mahomedan college 
appears to have been founded. It next appears 
from his statement, that in the April following, 
(that is within about six mondis after the foun- 
dation,) many students had finished their edu- 
cMion. You see what a hot bed bribery and 
corruption is ^ our universities cannot furnish 

an 
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ifn education in 8ix years* In India they hSve 
completed it within six months and have taken 
their degrees. 

, Mr. Hastings says* I have sapported this 
establishment to this time at my own ej^pence^ 
I desire the Company will now defray the charge 
pf it* He then calculates what the expences 
were; he calculates that the building would 
cost about 6,000/. and he gets from the Company 
a bond to rai^e money for paying this 6,000 iL 
You apparently have the building now at the 
publick expence^ and Mr. Hastings still stands 
charged with the expence of the college for six 
months. He then proposes that a tr$ct of land 
should be given for the college, to the value of 
ab6ut thre? thousand odd . pounds a year ; and 
that iQ the m^n time there should be a cectaii^ 
sum allotted for its expenqes. After this Mr^ 
JHastings writes a letter from the Ganges to the 
Company, in which he says not a word about 
the^ expence of the building ; but says that the 
college was founded and maintained at his own 
expence^ though it was thought to be maintained 
by the CompMiy J and he ^xes the commenccr 
ment of the expence in September 1779* . But 
after all, we find that the very professor who was 
to be settled there, never so much as arrived ip 
Calcutta, or shewed his face there, till ^om^ 
tim^ aAerwfirds. And Ippk ,^t Mr. I^Jirkins pri- 
vate 
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.vote accoUiit9,ftnd^jrou will find tbktrhedmfi^ 
the expence to have coxDmenced not: until Octo- 
:ber I78I. It is no errour, because it runs through 
and is 90 accounted in the whde ; and it thus 
appears, that he has^charged, falsely^^aud fraudu- 
lently, a year, more &r that establ^hment than 
jtco^thim. 

At last then, when he was coming away, (for 
I hasten to the conclusion of an affair ludicroils 
indeed in aome. respects, but not unworthy. of 
yourX^ordships* consideration,) " after the mark- 
" ing that he, had experienced for .three years 
f* the utility .of this institution, he recommends 
.''that tliey will establish a fund:for 3,000/. 
I' a year for it, and give.it to the master/' He 
had lefl Gunga Gpvin Sing as a Gentoo legacy, 
iind.he now leaves the Mussulman as -a Maho* 
jnedan. legacy to the Company. Your Lordships 
shall jiow, hear what was the upshot of the whole. 
The Company soon afterwards hearing that this 
college was become the greatest nuisance in 
Calcutta, and that it had raised the cries of all 
the inhabitants against it ; one of their servants, 
a Mr. Chapman, was deputed by the Governour, 
Sir John Shore, to examine into it, and your 
Lordships will find the account he gives of it in 
your Minutes. In short, my Lords, we find that 
this was a seminary of robbers, house-breakers, 
and every nuisance to society, so that the Com* 

Vol. XVI. Z pany 
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^pBXiy was obliged to turn out the mtster, and to 
-remodel' the whole. Your LcMrdships will now 
ijudge of the merits and value of this, one of the 
isetsofF brought forward by the Prisoner, agsitvA 
the charges which we have brou^t forward 
lagaintthim} it began in injustice and pecula- 
tion, and ended in a seminary for robbers and 
housebreakers. 

Nothing now remains to be pressed by me 
upon your Lordships' consideration^ but the ac- 
•count given by the late Governour General Earl 
Comwailis, of the state in which he found the 
'Country left by his predecessor Mr. Hastings the 
Prisoner at your bar* But patient as I kno^ 
your Lcn^dships to be> I also know that yoor 
^strength is not inexhaustible, and though what 
I have farther to add wiU not consume much of 
your LwdshipsMime, yet I conceive that there 
is a necessity for deferring it to another day. 

[Adjourned. 
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TRIAL 

OF 

WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 

MONDAY, JUNE I6th, 1794. 



NINTH DAY OP THE REPLY. 
(MR. BURKE.) 
MY LORDS, 

I SHOULD think it necessary to make an 
apology to your Lordships, for appearing 
before you one day more, if I were inclined to 
measure this business, either by the standard of 
my own ability, or by my own impatience, or by 
any supposed impatience of yours. I know no 
measure in such a case, but the nature of the 
subject and the duty which we owe to it. You 
will therefore, my Lords, permit me, in a few 
words, to lead you back to what we did yester- 
j3ay, that you may the better comprehend the 
manner in which I mean to conclude the business 
to-day. 

My Lords, we took the liberty of stating to 

you the condition of Bengal, before our taking 

• z S possession 
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piwsession of it, and of the several classes of its 
inhabitants. We first brought before you the 
Mahomedan inhabitants, who had the judicial 
authority of the country in their hands; and we 
proved to you the utter ruin of that body of 
people, and with them of the justice of the 
country, by their being both one and the other 
sold to an infamous woman called Munny Begum. 
We next shewed you, that the whole landed 
interest, the zemindars or Hindoo gentry of the 
country, was likewise ruined by its being given 
over by letting it on a five years leasq to infamous 
farmers, and giving it up to their merciless exac- 
tions ; and afterwards by subjecting the rank of 
those zemindars, their title deeds, and all their 
. ipecuniary affairs, to the minutest scrutiny, under 
pain of criminal punishment, by a commission 
granted to a nefarious villain called Gunga Govin 
Sipg. We lastly shewed you, that the remaining 
third class, that of the English, was partly cor- 
rupted, or had its authority dissolved, and that 
the whole superintending English control wsls 
.subverted or subdued ; that the products of the 
country were diminished, and that the revenues 
of the Company were dilapidated, by an overi 
charge of expences in four years, to the amount 
of 500,000 /. in consequence of these corrupt, 
dangerous, and mischievous projects. 
; We have farther stated, that the Company's 
, servants 
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servants wjere corrupted by-contracts arid jobs; 
wa proved, that those that were not 80<iorrupCe(l, 
were removed from their station^ or redaced to 
a state of abject' dependence } we shewed you 
thq destruction of -the provincial councils ; the 
destruction of the council general ; and the fbr- 
maition of a committee for no other ends what- 
ever, but for the purposes of bribery,' concealr ' 
ment, and corrjiption. ^We n^xt stated som6 of 
the most monstrous instances of that bribery ; - 
and though we were of opinion; that in none of 
them any satisfactory defence worth mentioning 
hadsbeen nmde, yet^we have thought that this 
should not* hinder us from recalling to your 
Loxdships' recoUeotion,^' the peculiar nature and 
circumstances of one of those proceedings. 

The proceedings to which we wish to call your 
attention, are those belonging to the secomd bribe 
given by the Nabob of Oiide to Mr. Hastings. 
Mr. Hastings^ own knowledge •and opinion^ that 
that money was set apart for his use, either in 
bills or assets, I have before stated ; and I now 
wish to call your Lordships' mimite reccrflection 
to the manner in, which the fraudulent impeach- 
ment of Mr. Middletbn^ for the purpose of stifling 
an inquiry into that business, was carried oni 
Your Lordships will retnember that I proved to 
you, upon the face, of that proceeding, the cqi^ 
lusive nature of the accusation j and that the 

z 3 real 
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rtal state of the otse was not charged) and that 
Mr. Hastings acquitted the partjr accused, of 
one article of the charge* not upon the evidence 
of the case, contrary to his own avowedt de- 
dared, moral certainty c£ his guiltt but upoa 
a pretended appeal to the conscience of the man 
accused. He did not howerer give him a com* 
plete, formal, official acquittal, but referred the 
matter to the Court of. Directors* who could not 
possibly know any thing of the matter, without 
one article of evidence whatever produced at the 
time or transmitted. We lastly proved to you, 
that, aiiter finding him guilty of five chai'ges^ and 
leaving the other to the Court of Dir^tors, 
Mr. Hastings, without any reason assigned, ap- 
pointed him to a great office in the Company's 
service. 

These proceedings were brought before you 
for two purposed— first, to diew the corrupt 
principle of the whole proceeding — ^next, te shew 
the manner in which the Company's servants are 
trei^ed They are accused and persecuted, until 
they are brpught .to submit to whatever terms it 
may be thought proper to impose upon them* 
They are then formally* indeed, acquitted of the 
most atrocious crimes charged against them } but 
virtually conden^ned upon oome articles^ with the 
scourge hung over them } and in some instances 
rewarded by the greatest, most honourable, and 

most 



Digitized by 



Google 



aMt tQcfrative •itUatkHUi in the C<te[laii/s Mrt 
vke. My Loi^ it it on tki^ same gkroutid 6f the 
wiekdd, pefiiieious, add tumous principles of Mr. 
Hastings's goveratndntt thafc I have charged this 
with every thing that is chargeable against hin^ 
naafiely, that ifyourLordshilxs should ratify thes^ 
principles by )roiiF aequittal of hiiA, they becosne 
principles of government; rejected^ipdaedtby the 
Commons^ but adopted by the Peerage of Great 
Britain. 

There is another article which I have just 
touched ( but which I must do more than barely 
notice^ upon account o£ the evtl example of it — 
I mean the taking great sums of money, under 
pretence of an entertainment. Tour Lordships 
wiU reCoUectt that when this business was 
chu^d against him in Indiat Mr. Hastings 
neither affirmed nor denied the fact. Confesrion 
ponld not be there extorted from him. He next 
appe^ed before the House of Commons, and he 
still evaded a denial or a confbssiori of it. He 
lastly appeared before yonr Lordships, and in 
his answer to our charge, he in the same manner 
evfuled either a confession or a deniaL Hm 
forced Us fan employ a great part of a Session^ 
in endeavouring to establish what we have at 
last established, the reociipt of the sums first 
chiurged, and of sevm laek^ mdre by hiim 
At length the proof could not bo evaded, anc) 

z 4 afler 
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after, we had fought through all' the difficul^eft 
which the. law could interpose iii his defencel 
and of which he availed himself with a degree 
of:^ffi*optery that has,* J believe, no example 
in the world) he: confesses, avows, ^nd justified 
his CQpduct If the custom alleged be w^l 
founded,, and be an honourable and a proper and 
just priM^tice, why did he not avow it in every part 
and progress of our proceedings here ? Why 
should he have put us to the necessity of 
waiting so many months in the proof of ^ the 
fact? And. why, ^after we. have proved it, and 
not before, did he confess it, avow- it, and even 
glory io it? 

I Qiust remind your Lordships,' that the sUm 
charged to be so taken fay way 6f entertainment; 
made only a part, a single article, of -the bribes 
chs^rged by Nundcomar, to have been received by 
Mr^ Hastings y and when we find him confessing; 
what he could not deny, that single article, and 
evading all explanation respecting the others^ 
and npt^vingany reason whatever, why one was 
received, and the others rejected, your Lordships 
will judge of the strong prestimption of his 
having taken them all, even if we had given no 
other fMTOofs of it. We think, however, that we 
have proved the whole very satisfactorily. But 
whether we have, or not, the proof bf « single 
present received is sufficient ; biecause the prin- 
ciple 
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ci^Ie to be established respecting these bribes, is 
this — Whefther, or' not, a Governour General^ 
paying a Visit ^o any 6f the poor miserable de- 
pendent creatures, called Sovereign Princes in 
that country, (men whom Mr. Hastings has him- 
self declalred to' be nothing but phantoms, and 
thAt they had no one attribute of sovereignty 
abbut them,) whether, I say, he can consider 
them to be such sovereign princes, as to justify 
his taking from thetti great sums of money by 
way of a present. The Nabob, in fact, was not 
a aiovereign prince, nor a country powder in any 
sense, but that which the Company meant to 
exempt from the custom of Making presents. 
It was their design to prevent their servants 
from availing themselves of the real dependence 
of the nominal native powers, to extort money 
from them undef the pretence of their sove- 
reignty. Suth presents, so far from being volun- 
tary; were in reality obtained from their weak- 
ness, their hopeless and unprotected condition ; 
and you are t6 decide, whether or not, this cus- 
tom, which is insisted upon by the Prisoner's 
counsel, with great triumph, to be a thing which 
he^could not evade, without breaking through 
all the usages of the cbunitry, and violating prin- 
<^ipies established by the most clear law of India, 
is t^ be admitted as his justification. ' 
It was' on this vety account, namely, the ex- 
tortion 
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toitiob ctufier^ by these people^ under the nkitie 
or pretence of presents, thut the Compioiy fiAt 
bound their servants by a covenant, "which your 
Lordships shall now bear read:~*« That they 
«< shall not take any grant of lands, or rents, 
<« or revenues issuing out of lands, or any tern- 
<< torial possession, jurisdiction, dominion, power 
" or authority Yrhatsoever, from any oS the 
<< Indian Princes, Subahs or Nabobs, or any of 
<< their ministers, servants or agents, for any 
•• service or services, or upon any account or 
«« pretence whatsoever, without the licence or 
" consent of the Court of Directors," 

This clause in the covenant had doubtless [a 
regard to Lord Clive, and to Sir Hector Munro, 
and to some others, who had received gills, and 
grants of jaghires and other territorial revenues^ 
that were confirmed by the Company ; but 
though this confirmation might be justifiable ait a 
time when we had no real sovereignty in the 
country, yet the Ccwnpany very wisely provided 
afterwards, that under no pretence whatever, 
should their servants have the means of exp 
torting from the sovereigns, or pretended sov^ 
reigns of the country, any of their lands or 
possessions. Afterwards it appeared that there 
existed abuses of a similar nature, and partis 
cularly (as was proved before us in the year 
1773, and reported to our House, upon the 

evidence 
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evidence qf Mahomed Re» KbiiD>) the practice 
of frequently visiting the princes ; and of qx* 
torting, under pretenee o£ such visit8» great 
snips of money. — ^All their servants, and the 
Goveniour General particularly^ were therefore 
dbliged to enter into the following covenant : — 
** That they shall not, directly or iodirecUy^ ac- 
<* cepty take or receive, osr agree to accept, take or 
*^ receive, any gifV, reward, gratuity, allowanoe, 
<< donation or condensation, in money, effects, 
•* jewels or otherwise howsoever, from any of th* 
^< Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Subahs or Nabobs, 
*^ or any of tb^ir ministers, servants or agents, 
** exceeding the value of 4/XX> rupees, for any 
** service or services performed by them in 
** India, or upon any other account or pretence 
^* whatsoever." 

By this covenant, my Lord, Mn Hastings i«^ 
forbidden to accept, upon any pretence, and 
under any name whatsoever, any sum above 
4,000. rupees ; that is to say, any sum above 
fopr hundred pounds. Now, the sum that was 
here received, is 18,000/. sterling, by way of 
a present, under the name of an allowance for 
an entertainment, which is the precise thing 
which his covenant was made to prevent The 
covenant suffered him to receive 400/.— if he 
received more than that monjsy, he becaone a 

criminal ; 
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criminal : he had broken his covenant, and for- 
feited the obligation he had made with his masters^ 
Think with yourselves, my Lords, what you will 
do, if you acquit the Prisoner of this charge. 
You will avow the validity, you will sanction the 
principle of his defence } for as the fact is 
avowed, there is ap end of that. 

Good Gk)d, My Lords] Where are we? If they 
conceal their gifts and presents, they are s^e by 
their concealment j . if they avow them, they are 
still safer. They plead the customs of the coun- 
try, or rather the customs which we have intro- 
duced into the country ; customs which have 
been declared to have their foundation in a 
system of the most abominable corruption, the 
most flagitious extortion, the most dreadful, op- 
pression } those very customs which their cove- 
nant is made to abolish. Think where your 
Lordships are. Tou have . before you a cove- 
nant, declaring, . that he should take under no 
name whatever (I do not know how words could 
be selected in the. Engli^ language mpre ex- 
pressive,) any sum more than 400/. He says, I 
have taken 18,000/. yhe makes his counsel de- 
clare, and he desires your Lordships to confirm 
their declaration, that he is not only justifiable in 
so doing, but. that he ought to do so ; that he 
ought to break his covenant, and act in direct 
contradiction to it. He does not even pretend to 

say. 
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say, that this money was intended, either in- 
wardly or outwardly, avowedly or covertly, for 
the Company's service. He put absolutely into 
his own pocket 18,000/. besides his salary. 
- Consider, my Lords, the consequences of this 
species of iniquity. If any servant of the Com- 
pany, high in station, chooses to make a visit 
from Calcutta* to Morsliedabad ; which Morshe- 
dabad was then the residence of Our principal 
revenue government; if he should choose to 
take an airing for his health } if he has a fancy 
to make a little voyage for pleasure as far as 
Morshedabad, in'one of those handsome barges 
or budgerows, of which you have heard so much 
in his charge against -Nundcomar, he can put 
30,000/. into his pocket any day he pleases, 
in defiance of all our Acts of Parliament, cove- 
nants, and regulations. 

' Do you make your laws, do you make your 
covenants for the very purpose of their being 
evaded ? Is this the purpose for which a British 
tribunal sits here, to furnish a subject for an epi- 
gram, or a tale foi- the laughter of the world? 
Believe me, my Lords, the world is not to be 
thus trifled with. But, my Lords, you will never 
trifle with your duty. You have a gross, horrid 
piece of corruption before you ; impudently 
confessed, and more impudently defended. Buft 
you will not suffer Mr. Hastings to say, I have 

only 
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only to go to Moi^bedabad, or to order the 
Nabob to meet me half way, and I can set aride 
and laugh at all your covenabts and Acta of Far* 
liament. Js this all the force and power g£ the 
covenant, by which you would prevent the ser- 
vants of the Company from committing acts of 
fraud and oppression ; that they have nothing to 
do but to amuse themsdves with a tour of 
pleasure to Morshedabad, in order to put any 
sum of money in theiir podcet that they please ? 

But they justify themselves by saying, — such 
things have been practised before. No doubt 
they have ; and these covenants were made that 
they should riot be practised any more. But 
your Lordships are desired to say, that the very 
custom which the covenant is made to destroy j— 
the very grievance itself may be pleaded ;-~ 
the abuse shall be admitted to destroy the kw 
made to prevent it It is impossible, I venture 
to say, that your Lordships should act thus. 
The conduct of the criminal is not half so abhor* 
rent as the justification is afiS-onting to justice $ 
whilst it tends to vilify and degrade the dignity 
of the Pteerage, and the character of the Com- 
mons of Great Britain ; before the former and 
against the latter of which, such a justification is 
produced in the face of the world. 

At the same time that we call for your justice 
upon this man, we beseech you to remember the 

severest 
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severest justice upon hiiD, is the tenderest pity 
towards the innocent victims of his crimes. Con* 
mdet what was at that time Uie state of the 
peq>le,. from whom, in direct defiance of his 
covraant^ he took this sum ci money. Were 
tbey at this time ricli^, were they more opulent^ 
was the state o£ the country more flounshing 
iik9Xk when Mr. Sumner, when Mr. Vansittart, m 
short than when the long line of Mr. Hastings's 
predecessors visited that country! No, they were 
(t^U — Mr. Hastings at this very time had reduced 
the. Nabob's income from 450,000^ sterling a 
yew, exclusive of otheo* eonsideraUe domains and 
revenues, to 160,000 /• He was indeed an object 
of compassion. His revenues had not only been 
reduced, during bis i^te of minority, but they 
were reduced when he afterwards continued in a 
state in which be could do no one valid act; 
and ycl, in this state, he was made competent 
to give away, under the name of compensation 
for entertainments, the sum of 1,8,000/. ; per* 
liaps at that time nearly all he had in the 
worid. 

Look at your Minutes, and you will find Mr. 
Hastings had just before this time said, that the 
bread of ten thousand persons, many of them. of 
high rank, depended upbn the means possessed by 
the Nabob for their support ; — that his heart was 
cut aftd aflBBcted to see himself objiged to ruin 

and 
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and starve so many of the Mahomedan nobtlitjr ; 
the greatest part of whose yet remaining miserable 
allowances were now taken away. You know» 
and you will forgive, me. again. remarking^'thatJt 
is the nature of the eagles and more, generous 
birds of prey, to fall upon living healthy victimg ; 
but that vultures and carrion crows^ and birds, of 
tiiat base and degenerate kind, always prey upon 
dead or dying carcases. It is upon ruined houses } 
it is upon decayed families ; it is . upon extin- 
guished nobility, that Mr. Hastings chooses to 
prey, and to justify his making them his prey. . 
But again we hear, my Lords, . that it . is a 
custom, upon ceremonial and complimentary 
visits, to receive these presents. .Do not let us 
deceive ourselves. Mr. Hastings was. there up^ 
no visit either of ceremony or politicks ; he, was 
a member, at that time, of the committee of cir- 
cuit, which went to Morshedabad for the piupose 
of establishing a system of revenue in the country j 
he went up upon that businei^s, only as a. member 
of the committee of circuit, for which businessi 
he was, like other members of the committee of 
circuit, amply paid, in addition to his emoluments, 
as govemour, which amounted io about 30,000/1 
a year ; not satisfied with those emoluments. And 
without incurring new known expence of any 
kind or sort, he was paid for the extra expdnces 
of his journey, as appears in your Minutw, like 

other 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF WARAEN HASTIKQS» ESQ^ i^^$ 

either Qiembers of the. committee of circuit I9 
faot he wad, on no visit there ^t all. He was 
merely executing. his duty in the settlement c^ 
the revenue^ as a member of the committer of 
circuit. I do not mean tp praise ,the cpmmitte^ 
of cirquit in any way ; God forbid I should ; fpr 
we know that it was a comipittee qf robbers. 
He was there as one of that committee^ which 
I am pretty well justified in describing, as l have 
done» because' the Court of Directprp, together 
with the Board. of Controuj, did, in ,tb€^ year 
1786, declare .that : the five years settli^tne^t 
^which originated in that coiomitteie,) was a thii^ 
bought and. sold} .your X^rd^hips ^may jead it 
whenever you please, in the 80th par^raph of 
their letter- . . . / 1 - i 

Your Lordships are now fulty in posaei^onof 
nil the facts, upon which wexharge the>Prisone;r 
^ith peculation ; by extorting or receiving large 
sums of money, upon pretence of visits, or ip 
compensation of entertainments. I appeal to 
your Lordships* consciences for a serious and im- 
partial consideration of our charge. This is a 
business not to be hurried over in the mass, as 
amongst the acts of a great man, who may havje 
bis little errours among his great services ; no, 
you cannot, as a judicial body, huddle all this 
into a hotchpotch, and decide upon it in a heap. 
You will have to ^k yourselves^ h this justifiable 
VoL.XVL A A by 
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l)y his covenant; is this justifiable by^ law f isthci 
justifiable under the cii'ctimstaQcefi of the oase, by 
an enlarged discretion? Is it to be justified uttdtr 
Miy principles of humanity ? Would it be jartifi- 
able by local customs, if such were applicaible to 
the case in question 5 and even if it were, is it a 
practice fit lor an English Governbur Ganeml 
't^ follow? 

I dwell the longer upon this^ because the fket 
is avowed ; the whole is an issue of law belnfe^n 
119 ;, Whether a Govemour General, in isuch a case, 
iHight to take such money ; and therefore befoiSe 
I finally dismiss it, I beg leave to restate |t 
"briefly, once more for your Lordships' cprai- 
deratioa. 

First I wish to leave fixed in your Lordships' 
minds, wbdt iis distinctly fixed, and shall never 
igo out of oars, that his covenant did not allow 
^bim to take above 400/. as a present, upaa any 
^pretence wbatsoever. 

Your Lordships will observe, we contend, 
*tliat if there was a custom, this cbvenant puts an 
end 4io that custom. It wa& declared^ and in- 
tended so to do. The fact is, that if such custom 
iexisted aiall, it was a custom applicable only to 
«an ambassadour or pubUck. minister, sent on b, 
necessary complimentary visit to a sovereign 
^princtf. We dqny^ positively^ that there is any 
^isuch general custom. We say, that he never wts 

' anv 
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My sach mtneter, or tjbat he ever went upon any 
such complimentary visit. We affirm, that when 
he tookthift moiiey, he urns, doing an act of quite 
another nature, and came upon that bosineM 
oniy to Morshedabad, the residence of the prince 
of the country. Now, do you call a man, who is 
going to execute a commission, a commis^on 
more severe than those issued against bankrupts; 
a commission to take away h^lf a man^s income, 
and to starve a whole foody of people dependent 
upon that income } do you call this a com^ 
plimentary visit ? Is this a visit, for which a 
imh is to have great entertainments given him? 
Ko ; the pteteqce for taking this money, is woriw 
than the act itsdf. When a mania going to exe^ 
cute upon -another «udi harsh cruelty ; when hjs 
Ss going upon a service^ at which he faimseif says 
his mind must revolt ; is that precisely tlie time^ 
when he is to take from his undone host, a present; 
M if he was upon a visit of compliment, or about 
to confer some honour or benefit upon him^ to 
augment his revenues; to add to his territ6ries^ 
or to conclude some valuable treaty with him ? 
Was this a proper tim,e to take at all from an faelp<» 
less minpr, so large a sum of money ? And here 
I shall leave this matter for your Lordships' conr 
sideration, after reminding you, that this poor 
Nabob is still atKorsbedabad^ and at the mercy 
' AA 2 of 
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of any English gentleman^ who may choose to 
take 18,000/. or any other given sum of money 
from him, after the example of the Prisoner 
at your bar, if it should be sanctioned by your 
connivance. Par different was the example ^et 
him by General Clavering. In page 1^69, ypwr 
Lordships will find the most honourable testimony 
to the uprightness and fidelity of this meritorious 
servant of the Company. It runs thus : " Con^ 
eeiving it to be the intention of the legist 
latur^, that the Governour General and Memr 
bers of the Council should receive no presents^ 
either from the Indian powers, or any persons 
lyhatever, he [General Clavering] has strictly 
complie(l, since his arrival here, both with the 
spirit and the letter of the Act of Parliament^ 
and has accordingly returned all the present^ 
which h^ve been made to him." I have dwelt 
thus Jong upon this subject, not merely upon 
account of its own corrupt character, which ha9 
Jbeen sufficiently stigmatized by my honourable 
colleague^ but upon account of the principle 
that is laid down by the Prisoner, in his det^n^ 
of bis conduct ;— a principle directly leading to 
fL icontinuance of the same iniquitous practice, 
find subversive of every attempt to pheck op 
eontroul it 
. J[ imist beg leave to jecal your Lordships' 
..... attention 
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attention to another, but similar instance 6f faisT 
peculation ; another and new mode of taking 
presents — I mean, the present which Mr^ 
Hastings took through Gunga Govin Sing, from 
those farmers of the revenues, amongst whom he 
had distributed the pillage of the whole country^ 
This scandalous breach of his covenant ha 
attempts to justify, by the inward intention df 
his own mind, to apply the money, so taken^ 
to the publick service. Upon this, my Lords, I 
shall only observe^ that this plea of an inward 
intention in his own mind, may, if admitted, 
justify any evil act, whatever, of this kind. You 
have seen, how presents from the Nabob are 
justified. You have seen, how the taking a sum 
of money, or allowance for entertainment, di^ 
rectly contrary to the covenant, how that is 
attempted to be justified. You see in what 
manner he justifies this last-mentioned act of 
peculation, and your Lordships will now have to 
decide upon the validity of these pleas. There 
still remains unobserved upon, an instance of his 
malversation, wholly new in its kind, to which t 
will venture to desire your Lordships very se- 
riously to turn your attention. In all the causes 
of peculation, or malversation in office, that ever 
have been tried before this high court, or before 
any lower court of judicature ; in all the judicial 
records of modern crimes, or of antiquity, you will 
A A 3 not 
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not find any diing, in any degree like it We 
have all, in oor early education, read the Vdrrinc 
Orations. Wie read them, notmerdy to instruct 
us, as they will do, in the prindples of eloqixence^ 
and to acquaint us with the manners, customs^ 
and laws of the ancient Romans, of which they 
are in abundant repository ; hot we mwy read 
them, from a much higher , motive. We may 
read them, fi-om a motive which the great author 
had doubtless in his view, when by publidiing 
them, he left to the world and to the latest 
posterity, a mionument, by which it might be 
seen, what course a great publick accuser, in 
a greiEU; public cause, ought to pursue ; and, as 
connected with it, what coursie Judges ought 
to pursue, in deciding upon such a cause. In 
these Orations^ yon will find almost every in« 
StaiYce of rapacity and peculation^ which we 
charge lipon Mr. Hastings. Undoubtetily, many 
Roman and English governours, have received 
corrupt gifts and bribes, under various pretences. 
But in the cause before your Lordships, there 
|3 6ne species of disgrace in the conduct of the 
party accused, which I defy you to find in Verres, 
or in the whole tribe of Roman peculators, in any 
governour general, pro-consul, or viceroy. I 
desire you to consider it not intended, in any 
i>ther class of crimes, but as a species apart by 
itself. It is an individual, a single case i but it 
6 ^ is 
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fs like the phcenix^ it makes a class or species by 
itself — I mean the business of Nobkissin. The 
money taken from hin(i, was not money pretended 
to be received in lieu of entertainment ; it was 
Dot money taken from a farmer general of reve- 
nue, out of an idea that his profits were un^ 
reasonable, and greater than government ought 
p^ allow } it was not a donation from a great 
man, as an act of his bounty. No ; it was a sum 
of money taken from a private individual, or 
rather, as has been proved to you by Mr.Larkins, 
bis own book-keeper, money borrowed, for which 
be bad: engaged to give his bond. That he had 
actually deposited his bond for this mon^y, Mr. 
Larkins has proved to you ; and that the bona 
was carried to Nobkissin's credit, in his account 
with the government. But Mr. Hastings, when 
he was called upon for the money, withdraws the 
bond ; he will not pay the money, he refused to 
pay it upon the applications made to him, both 
in India, and here at home ; and he now comes 
to your Lordships, and says, I borrowed this 
money, I intended to give my bond for it, as has 
been proved before you ; but I must have it for 
my own use. We have heard of governoiirs 
being every thing that is bad and wicked ; but d 
governour putting himself in the situation of a 
common cheat, of a common swindler, never was, 
I believe, heard of, since the creation of the worjd, 

A A 4 to 
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to this day. This does not taste of the commoft 
oppressions of power $ this does not taste of the 
Common abuses of office j but it in no way difierd 
from one of those base swindling cases thatcotne 
lo he tried, and heavily punished in the King^s 
Bench every day. This is, neither more not lessi 
than a plain barefaced cheat ' 

Now, my Lords, let uft see how it is justified* 
'To justify openly and directly a cheat} — to 
justify ^ fraud upon an individual, is reserved 
for ouf times. But good Heavens, what a jus^ 
tificatipn have Ive here ! Oh, my Lords, (iohtnder 
into what a state Indian corruption has brou^t 
ys in this country, when any person can be 
found to come to the bar of the House of Lordc^ 
and say, I did cheat ; I did defraud ; I did pro^ 
hiise and gjave my bond, Ihave now withdrawti 
it ; but I will account for it to you as to a gang 
of robbers concerned with me in the trans^ 
action. I confess I robbed this man, but I have 
acted as trustjee for the gang. Observe what I 
have done for the gang ; come forward Mn 
Auriel, and prove what handsome budgerows I 
gave the Company j were not they elegantly 
painted, beautifully gilt, charming and common 
dious? I made use of them as long as I had 
occasion; and, though they are little worse for 
wear, and would hardly suffer the least per^ 
centage deduction from prime cost upon them^ I 
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^ave them to the Company. Oh> I did DOt put 
the money into my own pocket j I provided for 
teyself, and wore a suit of lace clothed, wheti I 
was Jew bail for some Of this Company, it Will 
burn, for it is hardly the worse for wear, though 
I appeared two or three times in different charac«^ 
ters, as bail for you on such and such an occa« 
sioii ; I therefore set otf these items against thi$ 
money, which I gained by swindling bii your 
ftccount« It is true I also picked such jt one^ii 
pocket of aVatcb; here it is; I have worn H 
ds long si it wa^ Convenient; now I giv& th6 
watch to the Company, and let them seild il 
to the pawnbroker for what it will bring. Be* 
sideis all this, I maintained aid-de-camps for you^ 
and gave them house rent, (by the way, my 
Loi'ds, what sort of aid-de-camps were these ?. 
Who made him a military mai>, and to have such 
a legion of aid-de-camps?) But, ^ays he, I paid 
fabude rent for them ; that is, in other words, i 
paid at night cellars and houses in Saint Giies% 
sixpence a week for some of the gang, ^ {This^ 
toy Lords, is the f eal spirit of the whole pro- 
ceeding, and more especially of the last item 
in it.) Then, says he, I was the gang's school^ 
master, and taught lessons on their account I 
founded a Mahomedan school ; (your Lordships 
have already heard something of this shameful 
affair, of this scene of iniquity, I think of sucl^ 

iniquity 
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iniquity bb the world never yet bad to bblab at.) 
{ foUadted a Mahoiiiedan collie for your me^ 
md I hwe the expence of it from September 
}780, when I placed a professor there called 
Muged O'den* This Muged O'den ws^ to per- 
fiaqt men by contract, in all the arts and sciences^ 
in about six months ; and the chief purpose of the 
schocA was» as Mr. Hastings hisiself tdb youj to 
breed tbeologiatta^ magistrates andniolaviesy that 
10 to say> judges'atkl doctors cf iaW, ^ho were to 
be something like our makers in Cbat^ry» tlie 
assessors of judges, to assist them in their judg- 
ments. Such was the coUe^ founded by Mi> 
Hastings, and he soofi afterwards i^ropriated 
one of the Company's states (I am speakit^ 
of matters of publick notoriety) worth 8,000 L a 
year, for its support* Heaven be praised that 
Mr, Hastings, when he was resolved to be piouii 
luiid munificent, and to be a great foutider, chose 
a Mahomedan rather than a Christian founda- 
tMm i so that our religion was not disgraced by 
^ch a foundation. 

Obserte how he charges the expence of the 
foundation to the Company twice ever — he first 
xtak^ tbem set aside an estate of 3,000^/. a year 
for its support. In what manner this income was 
applied during Mr. Hastings's stay in India* no 
man living knows ; but we know that at his de« 
partune, one of the last acts he did, w^s to desire 
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il sboUld he |)iit itito the hands of Muged O'deo. 
He.aftkrwar(fe» as you hiive seen, takes cred^ ta 
bimsdf widi the Cotfapany, for the ezpences rela^ 
ii ve to this college. I joaiist now introduce your 
Ldrdships to the last visitation that was made o£ 
this cc^ge» It was visited by ord^r of Lord 
GomwalUs, in the year 1788, up«m the com- 
phunts made against it, which I have ^fresdj 
mentioned to youir Lordships; that it was a sidk 
of liltfa, vermin,, and misery* Mr^ Chowmaoci, who 
was the visitor, and the friend of Mr. Hastings, 
declares that he could not sit in it even for afemr 
ioinutes ; his wprds are, ^^ The wretched, sqnal* 
f* lid figures, tha^frodi ^very part ran out upon 
<^ me, appeared to be more like any thing dse 
^ than studetttSe'' In fact a universal oatary 
was raised by the whole city against it, not only 
as a receptat^le of every kind of abuse ; not only 
of filth and excrements, which made it stink in 
the natural nostrils^ bat of worse filth, which 
madi it iusu&rably offensive to the moral nostriis 
of every kihabitint. Sueh is the account given 
of a collie supported at an expence of 3,000 iL 
a year, (a handsome Foundation for a colb^^) 
and £oT bailding which, the Company ww 
chargied 5,000/. ( though no vouchers of its 
ecq>enditnre were ever given by Mr^ Hastings* 
But, this is not alL When Lord Com waUig camo 
to inquire into i^, he found that Mug^ O^den 
t had 
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had sunk the income of the estate from 3,000 L 
to 2,000/. a yean In short, that it had been i 
scene of peculation, both by the masters and 
scholars, as well as of abandonment to every kind 
of vicious and licentious courses ; and all this 
without the shadow of any benefit having been 
derived from it. The visitors expressly in? 
quired, whether there was any good mixed with 
all this evil; and they found it was all bad 
and mischievous, from one end to the other^ 
Your Lordships will remark, that the greatest 
part of this disgusting business must have been 
known to Mr. Hastings when he gave to Muged 
OMen the disposal of 3,000/. a yeiar.— -And how,' 
my Lords, can you vote this tnoney, expended in 
thd manner which I have stated to you, to be a 
set-off in his favour, in an account for money 
which was itself swindled from a private indi- 
vidual ? 

But there still remains behind another more 
serious matter belonging to this a&ir, and I hope 
you will not think that I am laying too much 
stress upon it, when I declare, that if I were to 
select from the whole of his conduct one thing 
more dishonourable than another to the British 
nation, it would be that which I am now about 
to mention^ I will leave your Lordships to judge 
of the sincerity of this declaration, when you 
^hall have heard read a paper produced by the 
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Prisoner, in justification of conduct, such as J 
have stated his to have been. It is the razynama^ 
or attestation of Munny Begum, (the woman 
whom Mr. Hastings jplac^d in the seat of justice 
in that country) concerning this college, made 
precisely at the time of this inquisition by I^ord 
Comwaltis, into the management of it. Your 
Lordships will see what sort of things attestations 
are from that country j that they are attesta- 
tions procured in diametrical contradiction to 
the certain knowledge of the party attesting* 
It is in page 2350 of your Minutes. Indeed, 
;ny Lords, these are pages, which, unless they 
are eflaced by your judgment, will rise up la 
judgment against us, some day or other. 

" ]3e [Mr. Hastings] respected the learned 
^* And wise men, and in order for the propaga^* 
^^ tion of learning, be built a college, and eop 
^* dowed it with a provision for the maintenance 
*^ of the students, insomuch that thousands reap* 
" ing the benefits thereof offer up their prayers 
** for the prosperity of the King of £ngland| 
" and for the success of the Company.*' 

I must here remind your Lordships of another 
attestation of the same character, and to the 
same effect. It comes from Mahomed Be^a 
Khan, who, -as your LArdships will remepber, 

had 
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had been reduced i>y Mr. Hastings from ti 
situation of tlie highest rank and aathoiity» wit& 
an income pf suitabie inagnitude^ to one of com?* 
paratiye insignificance^ mth a small salai^nt- 
nexed. This man is innte to dngrece himself^ 
and'to abet t^e dssgraoe and injury done to hi$ 
country, by bearing his testimony to the merits 
of this ^ery college* 

I hope your Lordships will never lose sight of 
this aggravatiirg circumstance of the Prisoner^b 
'Criminality; namely^ that you never find any 
wicfced, fraudulent, and criminal act, in whi6h 
you do not find the persons who suffered By.it^ 
and mast have been well acqus^nt^d with it, to 
be the very personisi who are brought to atiesi 
in its favour. O Heaven ! but let shame for one 
inomeat veil its isLce ; let indignation suppress 
its feelings, whilst I again caU upon yoii to vieW 
^1 this as a mere swindling transacttbii, in whidh 
the Pritoner was attempting toxlefraud the Com- 
paoy« Mr. Hastings has dedaned^ and ybii will 
find it upon the Compai^'i recoords, that th% 
institution (which cost the Compscny dot \e^ 
than 40,000 /. in onw way or other) did not coirf* 
mence before October, in the year 1780 ; and 
be brings it before the Board in ApriliySl, that 
is about six months idler its foundation. Now 
look at his other account, in which be makes it 
to begin in the year 1779» And in whidi he has 

therefore 
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therefore oveccharged the expences of it ia whole 
year; but Mr. Lailuiifii who kepi thi3 latter 
account for. \mB, may have b^n inaccurate. 
Good Heavenat where are we ! Mr« Hastingfli, 
who was bred an accountant, who was bred in 
all sorts of trade aod husJoie&s, declares that' h^ 
keeps no accounts^ Then comes Mr. Lariuuna^ 
who keeps an account for him ; but he l^eepe 
a fal^e accouat. Indeed^ aU the accounts^ircnii 
India, from one end to another^ ane nothing but 
a series of fraud, while Mr. Hastings was conr 
cerned in them. Mr. Larkina^ who keeps hts 
private account just as his master kept the pub- 
iick accounts, has swindled from the Compaiiy 
a whole year's expences of this college. . I shouUL 
not thus repeatedly dwell upon this trantactimi, 
bixt beoau^ I wish your Locdshipsto be cautious 
bow you admit such accounts at all to be given 
in evidence, into the truth of which you cannot 
penetrate in any regular way. Upon the faefe 
lof the two accounts there is a gross fraud. . It 
is no matter which is true or ial^e ; as it is an 
account which you are in no situation to decide 
upon: I lay down this as a fixed judicial rul% 
^hat no judge ought to receive an account (whk^ 
is as serious a part of a judicial proceedifig as 
jcan be) the correctness of which he hw no 
means of ascertaining, but must depend upon 
the sole word of the accountant. 

Having 
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Having stated therefore the nature of thd 
offence/ which differs nothing from a commoQ 
dog-trot frai;d, such as we see amongst the 
pieaoest of mankind ; — ^your Lordships will be 
cautious how you admit these; or any other of 
liis pretended services, to be set off against his 
crimes. These stand on record confessed before 
you i the former, of which you can forpa no just 
fBtimate* and into which you cannot enter, rest 
for their truth upon his own assertions ; and they 
all are found, upon the very face of them,^ to 
carry marks of fraud as well as of wickedness. 

I have only fiirther to observe to your Lord- 
ships, that this Muged O'den, who, under the 
patronage of Mr. Hastings, was to do all these 
wonders. Lord Comwallis turned out of his 
office, with every mark of disgrace, wheh he 
attempted to put into some more respectable 
state, that establishment which Mr* Hastings 
|uid made a ^k of abuse* 

I here conclvide all that I have to say upon 
this business, trusting that your Lordships will 
feel yourselves more offended, and justice more 
insulted by the defence, than by the criminal 
^icts of the Prisoner at your bat; and that your 
Lordships will concur w^th us in thinking, that 
to make this unhappy people make these attest 
tatjons, knowing the direct contrary of every 
word which they say to be the truth, is a shock* 

ing 
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kaow it For Lord Cornwj^Uis t^U? you* it is 
notorious^ and if you think fit to inquire into it, 
you will find ibat it vfM unusnaUy notorious. 

My XfOrdsit we have now brcHight to a conclu- 
non our observation upon the efibots produced 
by that mass of oppressions which we have stated 
and proved before your Lordships ; namely^ itfr 
afiSscts upon the revenues, and upon the publick 
servants iof the Company. We have shewn you 
how greatly the iotmr were diminished, ^nd in 
what manner th? latter were reduced to the 
worst of all bad states, a ^tate of subserviency 
to the will of the Governour General I have 
shewn your Lordshi|>s that in this state they 
were pot. only rendered incapable of performing 
their own duty, but were iitted for the wqrst of 
^U purposes, co-operation with him in the per* 
petration of his criminal acts, and. collusion with 
him in the ccHicealment of them. I have lastly 
to speak of these e^tSj a$ they regard the 
general state and welfare pf the country. And 
here your Iiprdships will permit me to read (he 
evidence given by Lprd Cornwsdlis, a wito^ss 
called by the Prisoner at your b^, Mr. Hastings 
himself. 

The evidence qf Ixwrd CornwaUis, page 27^1 < 

Q, ** Whether your Irordnhip recollects an ac- 

Vol. XVI. B b " count 
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" count that you have given to the Court of 
" Directors, in your letter of the ^ of August 
" 1789f concerning the state of those pro-, 
" vinces? A. I really could not venture to 
" be particular as to any letter I may have 
" written so long since^ as I have brought no 
" copies of my letters with me from India, 
" having letl them at Bengal when I went to 
" the coast. — Q. Whether your Lordship recoU 
**' lects in any letter, that you wrote about the 
" 2d of August I7S9, paragraph 18, any expres^ 
** sions to this effect, namely, * I am sorry to. 
^ be obliged to say, that agriculture and in- 
^ ternal commerce have, for many years, been 
^ gradually declining, and that at present, ex«% 
^ cepting the class of shrofis and banyansi wha 
" reside almost entirely in great towns, the 
^ inhabitants of these provinces were advancing 
** hastily to a general state of poverty an4 
" wretchedness;* whether your Lordship recol- 
** lects that you have written a letter to that 
** effect ? ii. " I cannot take upon me to recoU 
" lect the words of a letter that I have written 
>»« five years ago, but I conclude I must have 
** written to that effect — Q. Whether your Lord- 
" ship recollects, that in the immediately fol* 
*' lowing paragraph, the 19th, you wrote to this 
** eflfect : * In this description, namely the fore- 
^* gone description, I must even include almost 
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«« every zemindar in the Corapany^s territories^ 
^* which) though it may have been partly occa^ 
** sioned by their own indolence and extra- 
^^ yagance» I am afraid must also be in a great 
'* measure attributed to the defects of our 
<' former system of management^ paragraph SO. 
" The settlement, in conformity to your orders, 
*f will only be made for ten years certain, with 
^< the notification of its being your intention to 
*' declare it a perpetual, an unalterable assess- 
^* ment of these provinces, if the amount and 
^f the principles upon which it has been made 
" should meet with your approbation ;* whether 
<< your. Lordship recollects to have written some- 
<V thing to the effect of these two last paragraphs 
** as well as of the first ? ^. I do recollect that 
<< I did write it ; but In that letter I alluded to 
<< the former system of annual assessmentsw 
•« — Q. Whether your Lordship recollects, that 
-" you wrote on or about the 18tb of September 
" 1789» in one of your Minutes, thus, * 1 may 
f ? safely assert, that one third of the Company's 
!* territory in Indostan, is now a jungle inhabited 
f* only by wild beasts ; will a ten years lease 
<; induce any proprietor to clear away that 
" jungle, and encourage the rajot to come and 
/* cultivate his lands, when at the end of that 
<? lease he must either submit to be taxed ad 
^ libitum for the newly cultivated lands, or lose 
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** all hapeB of deriving any benefit from his 
** labour, for which perhaps by that time he 
^* will hardly be repaid ?* whethdf your Lordship 
** recollects a Minute to that effect? A. I pen- 
^* fectly recollect to haVe written that Minute. 
*• — Q. Now with respect to b letter, dated No*- 
^ vember the Sd, I788, paragraph S8, contdning 
" the following sefititnents: •! shall therefore 
*' Only remark in general, that from frequent 
^' changes of system or other reasons, much is 
** wanting to establish good order and r^ula^- 
^* tions in the internal business of the country, 
*< and, that from various, causes, by far the 
^* greatest part of the ^^mindars, and other 
** landholders and renters, are fallen into a titate 
'^ much below that Of wealth and affluence; this 
*' country, however^ When ihe fertility of its 
" soil, and the industry and ingenuity of its 
** numerous itihabitants lire taken into c<msK 
'' deration, must Unquestionably be admitted 
^^ to be one of the finest in the world; and, 
" with the uniform attention of government to 
<' moderation in exaction, and to a due adnif- 
*' nistratidn of justice, may long prove a source 
" of great riches bofh to the Company and to 
*^ Britain. Paragraph 39} I am persuaded, thtft 
" by a train of judicious measures, the land 
** revenue of these provinces is capable in time 
*^ of being increased ; but consistent with .the 

" principles 
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" principles of huiiiaii]ty» and even those ®f your 
<* own interest^ it is only by adopting measures 
^' for the gradual ciiltivation and improvement 
^* of these waste lands, and by a gentle and 
*^ cautious pbm for the resumption of lands that 
^ have been fraudulently alienated, that it ought 
<< ever to be attempted to be accomplished; 
^< Men of speculative and sanguine dispositions, 
" and others, either from the ignorance of the 
•* subject, or with views of recommending them- 
** selves to your favour, may confidently hold 
** forth specious grounds to encourage you to 
^^ hope, that a great and immediate accession to 
<< that branch, of your revenue might he prac- 
^< ticable ; my publick duty obliges me to cau-i 
^' tion you, in the most serious manner, against 
^< listening to propositions which recommen4 
** this attempt, because I am clearly convinced, 
^* that if carried into ei^ecution they would be 
f^ attended with the most baneful consequences. 
M Paragraph 40. Desperate adventurers, withi> 
<^ out fortune or chan^cter, would undoubtedly 
^^ be foinid, as has already been too qhen expe- 
•< rienced, to rent the different districts of the 
^' country at the highest rates that could be put 
<« upon tfaem ; that the delusion would be of a 
<< short duration, and the impdicy and inhUf* 
*^ manity of t|ie plan would, when perhaps top 
^* late for effectual remedy, become apparent by 
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*' the complaints of the people and the disap* 
" pointments at the treasury in the payments 
" of the revenue, and would probably terminate 
^* in the ruin and depopulation of the unfbrtu- 
** nate country ;' whether your Lordship recol- 
. •* lects to have written any thing to that effect 
" about that time? A. I perfectly recollect 
** having written the extracts that have been 
" read." 

My Lords, Lord Comwallis has been called, 
he has been examined before you. We stopped 
our proceedings ten days for the purpose of 
taking his evidence. We do not regret this de- 
lay ; and he has borne the testimony which you 
have heard, to the effects of Mr. Hastings's 
government ; of a country once the most fertile 
and cultivated ; of a people the most industrious, 
flourishing, and happy ; that the one^was wasted 
and desolated, the other reduced to a condition 
of want and misery; and that the zemindars, 
that is the nobility and gentry of the country, 
were so beggared, as not to be able to give even 
a common, decent education to their children, 
notwithstanding the foundation of Mr. Hastings's 
x:olleges. You have heard thiii noble person, who 
had been an eye-witness of what he relates, sup- 
plicating for their relief, and exprcissly stating, 
that most of the complicated miseries, and per- 
haps 
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taps the cruelest of the afflictions they endured, 
arose fron!i the management of the country having 
been taken out of the hands of its natural rulers, 
and given up jto Mn Hastings's farmers, namely, 
the binyans of Calcutta. These are the things 
that ought to go to your Lordships* hearts. You 
see a country wasted and desolated. You see a 
' third of it become a jungle for wild beasts. You 
see the other parts oppressed by persons in the 
form and shape of men, but with all the character 
aiid disposition of beasts of prey. This state of 
the country is brought before you, and by the 
most uliex<^eptionable evidence; being brought 
forward through Mr. Eastings himself. This 
evidence, whatever opinion you may entertain 
of the eflfrontery or of the impudence of the 
criminal who has produced it, is of double and 
treble force. And yet at the very time when 
Lord Cornwallis is- giving this statement of the 
country and its inhabitants, at the very time 
when he is calling for pity upon their condition, 
are these people brought forward to bear testi- 
mony to the benign and auspioious go.vernment 
of Mr. Hastingis, directed, as your Lordships 
know it was, by the merciful and upright Gunga 
Covin Sing. 

My Lords, you have now the evidence of Lord 
Cornwallis on the one hand, and the razadamas 
of India on the oOier. But before I dismiss this 

B B 4 . part 
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part of my subject, I must calf your Lordsfaipif 
Aiteriticm to another authority } to a declarattofi 
strictly speaking, legaU of the stale to which our 
Indian provitices Wer& reduced, aQd of the op- 
pressiotiSi \f hich they h&v6 sufiered daring th6 
government of Mn Ha^ing^ } I 8p6&k of th« 
Act 24 GeOi S. cap. 25 : intituled^ " An Atft 
** for the better Regiilatiort «nd Management df 
" the Afikirs of the East India Company, Md 
" of the British Possessions in India i and for 
*^ establishing • a Court of Judicature for the 
'< more sjieedy arid e^ectual Trial of Person^ 
** accused of Otkncei comtnitted in the East 
" Indies:'' §39. 

My Lordd, here is an Act 6f Psirllament} here 
are regulations enskited in consequence of an 
inquiry which h^ been dir6<Aed to be made into 
the grievances of India fotih^ redress of themL 
This Act o£ Parliament declares the existence 
of oppressions in the country. What oppreissionB 
were they ? The oppression^ which it sufibred 
by being let out to thd farmers of the Company^ 
revenues. Who was the person that sold these 
revenues to the farmers? Warren Hasfcinga. 
By whom were these oppresrions notified to tiit 
Court of Directors? By Lord Corn wallis^ Upok 
what occasion were these liters written by my 
Lord Cornwallis? Tliey were answers to itaL 
quiries made by the Court of IMrectoro, and 
1 ordered 
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(mlered by an Act of Parlian^nt to be made; 
The existence then of the grievances^ and ihi 
cause of tbem^ are expresdy declai^d in an Act 
of Parliament* It orders an inqoirj^ and Lord 
Comwallis, in consequence of that inquiry, trans- 
mits to the Coutt of DirectOTS this very infbr- 
mation ; he gives yoii this identical state of the 
country ; so that it is consdidatedi mixed and 
embodied with an Act of Parliament itself^ which 
no power on earth, I trust, bnt the power that 
made it, can shake. I trost^ I say, that, neither 
we the Commons, nor yon the Lords, nor his 
Majesty tbd sovere^ of this country, can shake 
one word of thift Act of Parliament,->-can invi^ 
lidatd the truth of its declaration, or the authority 
of the persons, men of h^ honour and cha- 
racter, that made that inquiry and this report. 
Your Lordships must repeal this Act in ordeir to 
acquit Mr« Hastings. 

But Mr. Hastings and his counsel have jpro^ 
duced evidence against this Act of Parliament, 
against the order of the Court of Directors, by 
which an inquiry and report were taade und^r 
tiiat Act, against Lord Comwallis's return, to 
that mquiry f s(nd now, once for all, hear what 
the miserable wretches are theitisdves made f6 
say, to invalidate the Act of Parliament, to itk^ 
validate the authority of the Court of Drirectonf, 
to invalidate the evidence of an official return 6f 

Lord 
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Lord Comwallis under, the Act. Pray hear .what 
these miserable creatures describe as an Elysium^ 
^speaking with rapture of their satisfaction under 
, the government of Mr. Hastings. 

, ** All we Zemindars^ Choudries^ and Taloolc- 

, . " dars of the district of Akbarnagur^ commonly 

, ^* called Raje Mhal, in the kingdom of Bengal, 

, <« have heard^ that the gentlemen in England 

. , *^ are displeased with Mn Hastings, on suspicion 

. . f * that he oppressed us inhabitsints of this place, 

. '^ took Qur money by deceit and force, and ruined 

, ff the country; therefore we, upon the strength 

, M, of our religion and religious tenets, which we 

, ^< hold as a duty upon us, and in order to act 

. >" conformable to the duties of God, in deliver- 

. .". ing evidence, relate the praiseworthy actions, 

. <* full of prudence and rectitude, friendship and 

^< politeness of Mr. Hastings, possessed of great 

, << abilities and understanding, and by represent- 

» f* ing facts, remove the doubts that have pos- 

. . '^ sessed the minds of the gehtlepien in England; 

., ^< —that Mr. Hastings distributed protection 

'^ and secuHty to religion, and kindness and 
, « peace to all; he is free from the charge of 

f* embezzlement and fraud, and that his heart is 
, f* void of covetousness and avidity : during the 
. /*. period of his government, ho one experienced 

f* from him other than protection and justice, 

" never 
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^* never having felt hardships from hkiy, nor did 
** the poor ever know the weight-of an oppies- 
** sive hand from him. 

*< Our characters and reputations have always 
*^ been guarded in quiet from attack by the 
*' vigilance of his power and foresight, and pre- 
« served by the terrour of. his justice } he never 
** omitted the smallest instance of kindness and 
^* goodness towards us and those entitled ta it, 
'* but always applied by. soothings and mildness 
^* the salve of comfort to the wounds of affliction, 
"** not allowing a single person to be overwhelmed 
** by despair }. he displayed his friendship, and 
^' kindness to all ;. he destroyed the power of the 
^^ enemies and wicked men by the strength of his 
*< terrour; he tied the hands of tyrants and op- 
'^ pressors by his justice, and by this conduct he 
*' secured happiness and joy to us ; he re-esta- 
^^ blished the foundation of justice^ and we at all 
'^^ times, during his govermnent, lived in comfort 
^ and passed our days in peace; we are many, 
'< manyof us satisfied and pleased witli him. As 
<< Mr. Hastings was perfectly well acquaii^d 
<< with the manners and customs of these conn- 
*• tries, he was always desirous of performing 
^< that whidi would tend to the preservation of 
-*^ our religion, and of the duties of our sc^rts, 
^^< and guard the religtcms customs of each from 
>< the effects of misfortune and accidents;, in 

*' every 
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«< every sense he treated us with attention and 
*^ respect } Vie have represented^ without deceit^ 
<* what we have ourselvea seen, abd the facts 
** tbajt faiq^pened from him/'~Thia, my Lords, 
is in pag^ 8974 <tf the prmted Minute«» 

My Lordsi we spare you the reading of a 
great number of these mtteatationa $ Ihey are all 
written in the same style; and it must appear 
to your Locddiips a little extraordinary, thai as 
they are said to be totally voluntary, aa the 
t>eople are represented to be crowding to make 
these testimonials, there should be such an 
unison in the heart to produce a language that 
is so uniform, as not to vary so much as in a 
single tittle ; that every part of the country, 
every province, every district, men of every cgst, 
and of every religion, should all unite in express^ 
ing their sentiments in the very same wcmis, and 
in the very same phrases^ I must fairly say, it 
is a kind of miraculous concurrence, a miracu- 
lous gratitude. Mr« Hastings aays, that gratitude 
is lost in thig part of the world. There it blooms 
and flourishes, in a way not to be described. 
In proportion as you hear of the miaeiries and 
distresses of ^ese very people, in the same pro-* 
por^n do they express their comfort and satis- 
iaciion, and that they never knew what ^ 
^ievance was of any sort. Loni CornwalHs 

finds 
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finds them aggrieved, the Cenrt of Direct<»rs 
find them aggrieved, the Parliament of Great 
Britain find them aggrieved, and the Court here 
find tiiem aggrieved, <but th^y never fbund 
themselves aggrieved. Hi^ir bcling' turned out 
cf£ house and home, and having all their land 
given to faitaers of revenue for five years to 
riot in, and despoil them of ill ihiy had, i$ 
iHiat fills thekn with rapture. They are the only 
people, I believe, upon the iace of the eaith, 
that have no complaints to make of their govern- 
ment, in any instance whatever, l^eirs must 
be something superior to the government of 
angels, for I verily believe, that if one obt of 
the -choir of the heavenly angels were sent td 
govern the earth, such is the nature of man, that 
many would be £Mjnd discontented with it Btit 
these people have no comfllaint, they feel no 
hardships, no sorrow ; Mr. Hastings has realized 
more than (he golden age^ I am ashftmed for 
human nature, I am ashatned for our govern- 
ment, I am ashamed foi' this coprt of jQstice, 
that these things are brought before us ; but here 
they are, and we must observe upon them. 

My Lords, we have done on our partj We 
have made out our case ; and it only remains for 
me to make a few observations upon what Mr. 
Hastings has thought proper to put forward in 
his Defence. Doei he meet our case with any 
' thing 
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thing but these general attestations, upon which^ 
I must first remark, that there is not one single 
matter of fact touched upon in them; your 
Lordships will observe, and you may hunt them: 
out through the whole body of your Minutes^ 
that you do not find a single fact mentioned in 
ahy a£ them. But there is an abundance of 
panegyrick, and if we were doing nothing but 
making satires, as the newspapers charge us with 
doing against Mr. Hastings, pan^yrick would 
be a good answer. 

But Mr. Hastings sets up pleas of merit upon 
this occasion ; now, undoubtedly no plea of merit 
can be admitted to extinguish, as your Lordships 
know very well, a direct charge of crime; merit 
Cannot extinguish crime ; for instance, if Lord 
Howe, to whom this country owes so much as it 
owes this day for the great and glorious victory 
which makes our hearts glad, and I hope will 
ensure the security of this country ; yet if Lord 
Howe, I say, tvas charged with embezzling the 
King'd stores, or applying them in any manner 
unbecoming his situation, to any shameful or 
scandalous purpose; if he was accused of taking 
advantage of his station to oppress any of the 
captains of his ships ; if he was stated to have 
gone into a port of the allies of this country, 
and to have plundered the inhabitants, to have 
robbed their women, and broken into the recesses 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



Of WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. SS9 

of their apartments; if he had committed atro- 
cities like these, his glorious victory could not 
change the nature and quality of such acts. 
: My I-.ord Malmesbury has*been lately sent td 
the King of Prussia, we hope and trust that his 
embassy will be successful, and that this country 
will derive great benefit from his negotiations ; 
but if Lord Malmesbury, from any subsidy tluA 
was to be paid to the King of Prussia, was to put 
50,000/. in his own pocket, I believe that his 
making a good and advantageous treaty with 
the King of Prussia, would never be thought a 
good defence for him. We admit, that if a man 
has done great and eminent services, though 
they cannot be a defence against a charge of 
crimes, and cannot obliterate them ; yet when 
sentence conies to be passed upon such a man, 
you will consider first, whether his transgres- 
sions were common lapses of human frailty, and 
whether the nature and weight of the grievances 
resulting from them, were light in comparison 
with the services performed. I say that you 
cannot acquit hini. But your Lordships niight 
think some pity due to him, that might mitigate 
the severity of your sentence. In the second 
place, you would consider whether the evidence 
of the services alleged to be performed, was as 
clear *and undoubted as that of the crimes 
charged. I confess that if a man has done great 

services, 
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semcesy it may tie some aUeriiutton of ligfatte 
facdts, btit then they ought to be mged as suob^ — 
with. modesty^ with humility^ with confession of 
the faulte, and not with a protid and insolent de- 
fiance. They riimild notbe stated as proofs that 
he stands^ justified in the eye of mankind, for 
committing unexampled ^nd enormous crimes* 
Indeed humility^ suj^liant guilt» always makes 
inqpression in our bosoms ; so that when we see 
it. before us, weiilwajrsremember that we are 
all frail men ; and nothing but a proud defiance 
of law and jintice caamak^ us forget this for 
one moment I believe the Comnn)ns of Great 
firitain, and I hope the persons that speak to 
you, know veiy. wdl Jiow to allow for the faults 
and frailties of mankind equitably* 
. Let :us now see what are the merits whidi Mn 
Hastings has set up against the just yengeimce 
of his country^ atid^ against his proved delin^ 
quencies. J'rom the language of the Prisoner^ 
and of liis ^coun^l, you would imagine some 
gpeat, known, acknowledged services had been 
done by him. Your Lordships recollect that 
most of these presumed. services have been cour 
sideredy and we are persuaded justly considered 
as in themselves crimes. He wishes your JLord*- 
ahips to suppose and believe, that these services 
were put aside, either because! we could not 
prove the facts against him, or could not make 

out 
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dttt that thej were criminali and coosequeatly 
that your Lordships ought to presume them to 
have been meritorious ; and this is one of the 
grounds upon which he demands to be acquitted 
of the charges that have been brought forward 
and proved against him. Fii^ding in our pro« 
ceedings, and recorded upon our Journals^ aif 
immense mass of criminality with which he i^ 
charged; and: finding that we had selected, as 
we were bound to select^ such parts as^might be 
most conveniently brought before your Lord-» 
ships, {for to have gone through the whole 
would have been nearly impossible,) he takes 
all the rest that we have left behind and have 
not brought here as charges, and converts them, 
by a strange metamorphp^, Into merits. 
• My Lords, we must insist^ on the part of the 
House of Combons, We must conjure your Lord« 
ships, for the honour of a co-onlinate branch of 
the legislature, that whenever you are called 
upon to admit what we have condemned a^ 
crimes^, to be merits, you will at least give us an 
opportunity of being heard upon the matter; 
that you will not suffer Mr. Hastings, when at- 
tempting to defend himself against our charges^ 
in an indirect and oblique manner, to condemn 
or censure the Hotise of Commons ' itself, as 
having misrepresented tb be drimes, the acts of 
a meritorious servant of the public* Mn Has-^ 
VoL.XVL Cc tings 
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tinga has ple^d; a vf^iety of merits, aod evffji 
paeof thea^ oie^it^ without tbe.exceptipu.of 
on? of then), h^v^ l^e^u either i^'r^ctly fpeot 
9ure(l by the House of Co^mons^ ftnd qeg^AUied 
^ 4 groui^d for .legislative provision^ prj^ey 
remain upQn the re^ord^ pf the HpqsQ of Cpm-: 
fnpns,. with .tlje vouch^r^ for them, ^n^ proofs ) 
{ipd thpugh' we have not acUi^Uy <;pine to thiS 
qijiestion upon ey^ry one of thecp,; we kiA .c(»ne 
before the year 17S2, to forty-five direct reaolu^ 
tion^upon hi^ .conduct. These resolutiooa were 
9ioved by ^^ persop to whow this <:oi^t;ry k 
wn.d^ many obligations, and whogi we.mufiA 
«lway$ nxention with honour, wbeoeven we ar^ 
speakjiQg of high situations in. this country^ ajBd 
of great, talents tq support them,, and of. long; 
publick services in th^ House of Co&imofis. 
I gi^fin Mr. Dunda^, f^en Ix>rd Advpc§te of 
t^H^ptl^ndt. ^d now one of the prinpip^ .«S[ecre'i 
^ries^of State, and at tbebe^ul, and wc^l^y^ 
^nd deservedly at the head of tb^ l^^t Indian de-i 
partment. This distinguished statesman moved 
forty-five resolutions, the majqr ^part of tbem^ 
directly condemning .thesQ very acl^ wjiiqh Mr^ 
Ha8tin£p3 ha^ pleaded as his.merits, a^.being die-, 
Unquencies and crimes. AH tha^ the House; of. 
Commons implore of your Lprds^ip^, is, thi|t^ 
you will not take these thin^^ which we j:^], 
crimes, to be merits, without heariqg the Hovse: 

.of 



Digitized by 



Google 



6( Ckmxiams Upon fh^ Ml$«cft-AiMM'of th^m; 
I am sure you. are too noble an^ too generotus^ 
Its well ad too jtist Md equitable, te sk^tin such 
a nutnner. 

The first thing that Mr* Hastings brings fbr* 
w^d in btadelbM^ is/that-whefeas the Coni^arty 
^ere obliged to pay a tertain tribute to the 
^ogul^ in consideration of a grant by ^hich the 
Moguls gave to us the l6gal title undfe^ whicK 
We -hold the provinces^ of Bengal, Habar, and 
OrK^sa; be did sto^ thef>ayn)entof that tAbtite 
w a^nowled^enty'Sdoall as it Wsl^ ; that tfaougH 
bound bjr a treaty retcdgnised by the Comp^y^ 
And recognised by the nation ; thoiigh bbirnc! 
by the very sunnud by whiieli he held the very 
Ofiice he was exercising, y^t he had broken the 
trea^i and refused to pay the stipulated acknow- 
ledgment Wherfe are ^e, my Lords ? Is this 
merit? Good God Almighty! the greatest 
blockhead^ the most ignorant miserable wretch, 
A person without feithei* Virtue or tafledts, has 
l^hiikg^ to do but to order a xrlerk to strike a 
p^n through s^eh* hn Account, and then to make 
a tfieriC of it to you. Ohl toys he, I have by 
A mere breach of your faith j by a single dasli' of 
my })en, SbVed you all this mobey, which you' 
were bound to pay. I have exonerated yotiftoni 
the paymettt of ifc I have gained you SSBJOCtO £ 
It year for ever. Will you not reward a pei^ 
*: ^ cc2 who 
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j¥ho 4Jd you such a great and important ^efViCev 
\}y conniving a little at his delinquencies ? 

But the House of Commons. will not allow 
that this was a great and important service ; oq: 
the contrary, they have declared the act itself 
to be censurable. There is our resolution—^ 
Evolution the 7th ; ** That the conduct of th© 
5^ Company and their servants in India to the 
*^ King (meaning the Mogul king,) and Nudjiff 
** Cawn, with respect to the tribute payable to 
** the one, and stipend to the other, and witti 

V respect to the transfer of the provinces of 
^^ Corah and Illahabad to the Vizier, was con-» 
^ trary to policy and good faith i and that such^ 

V wjse and practicable measures should be; 
5' adopted in future as may tend to redeem the. 
** national honour, and recover the con^denc^ 
f * fi^n4 attachment of the princes. of India.*' 

This act of injustice^ ^again^t whicli wq have 
fulininated the thunder of our re8olution$ as; 
a heavy crime— as a crime that dishoQOure4 
the nation, ^ and which .measures, ought to be^ 
taken to redress, this man has the, insolence to^ 
bring before your Lordslup? as a set-off agaiosti 
the crimes we charge him with. This outragepu9; 
defiance o£ the House of Common^ ; t|iis out** 
^sfgepus defiance of all the laws of his country«^ 
I h(^ your Lordships will pot countenance.; 
Ypu will pot let it pass for nothing* On tbot; 
. / J contrary. 
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contrary, you will consider it as ^ggtaVating^, 
•heavily, his crimes : and, above all, you wiUrtOt 
suffer him to set off this, which we have declared 
to be injurious to our national honour and 
icredit, and which he himself does not deny Id 
be a breach of the publick faith— against othel* 
breaches of the public faith with which we 
charge him ; — or to justify one class of publick 
crimes, by proving that he has committed 
others. 

^ Your Lordships see, that he justifies this crime 
upon the plea of its being profitable to the 
Company ; but he shall not march off even oh 
this ground with flying colours. My Lords, 
pray observe in what manner he calculates these 
profits. Your Lordships will find, that be makes 
up the account of them much in the same man* 
Her as he made up the account of Nobkissin^s 
imoney. There is, indeed, no account which he 
has ever brought forth, that does not carry upon 
it, not only ill faith and national dishonour, but 
direct proofs of corruption. When Mn Hasting^ 
values himself upon this shocking and out* 
rageous breach of faith, which required nothing 
but a base and illiberal mind, without either 
talents, courage or skill, except that courage 
which defies all consequences ; which defies 
iihame, which defies the judgment and opinioifi 
t>£ his^ country and of mankind ; no other talents 
* • ccS '- than 
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.then . may be displayed by the dash of a pen ; 
yo]X :will».^t l^ajst^.^xp^ct to see a clear and dis* 
tinet jacp9ty)t oC' vhat ,was gained byiU 

In .the year 1775, fit a period wh^ Mr. Hajb- 
JQgs w^^ under ^n eclipsei; when honour and 
virtue, in the champter o£ General Claveringi 
Colonel Mcw&Qn, ^pd Mr. Franci$.sa| for {( shor|; 
})ei:iOd;2(t jtbe Council ^ard ;: dviriQg tbat time^ 
Mr, JHiwtipg»'». conduct upon UMp ow^(on wa» 
called into question. They called for an a.QCOun); 
4Wf the X^y^M^. of the country;' wb^t was^re- 
i^eiv^df i^ what had begn paid; and in th^ 
ftccpunt returpisd, they found the amount of tht 
tributje dup to the Mogul, «50,0QD£ entered a^ 
paid,up fcQ October 1774* Thua far all q3|>eared 
fair upon ib^ f^ce of it.; they took it (cf graotedt 
ad ypur I^d^bipa would takie.it for grwited, at 
the jSrst vi?M^^ tbat'the tribute in reality bad been 
I4id tfp/ %Q the time stated. Tbci books were 
balanced ; y o« find a debtor j you find a car^ditor j 
every iteni.pQ$ted in aa^ regular a manner aa^os- 
iible. WWlftt they were examining thia account, 
a Mr; Qfoftes, ctf wh<m yow Lord3hjpa baife 
he$rd ye^y Qiten, M ^jccountant :genmali comes 
forw^d and dejulfttw, . that thej»;Wjw ia liitk 
erroftr iji tb« account And what was the errour ? 
Th^t. hp had eqtered the Mogul's tribute fw one 
year. more than it bad actually biaeii paid^ Hew 
.we h&y§ th§ ?pi^lj errour of .a payraeatW the 
: . 8 ^ J , Mogul 
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Mogul of 9lao/)0bl (This appeared i^range.— • 
Why, says Mr.Ciroftes, I never discovered it j 
nor was it evei^ intimated to lioe that it Ivad heexi 
fttopped from October 1775^ titl the other clay,[ 
when I was informed, that t ought not to hav^ 
Qkade ^ an ebtr)' of the last pay mebts. . Thi^ 
were his expr^ssioils. You will find the Whole^ 
relatioii in th6 Bengal iVppe^dix (printed ^byilfe^ 
ord^ of the Court of Direfctorsi) Wlieii Mr;» 
Cfoftea wais asked a vei^y nsitural questiorf, Wlko^ 
irst told ydu of your mistake? Who'acqufeibtedi 
you with Mr. Hastings^s ordets, that tHe payment 
should be 6xpiinged from the account? — tVhat* 
ift fab iinswer ? It is an answer worthy of Mr. 
Middletdny an- Answer worthy of Mr. Larkings, or 
of any e*f the other white banyans o^f Mh Hait-- 
iiigs^ O ! I hd,v6 ibrgotte^. ' Hei'e yoii have an^ 
ai^oounts^nt general kept in ignorance, or who 
pretettds to be ignorant of so Urge a payment as 
aabjOdd/. ;- Whd enters it falsely in hii account; 
Md^ii^n ai^kbd, who jElppris^ed hhri of hi^ mistake, 
says^ that he has^ really fbrgotten. 
' Ob, itiy- L6tdSf 'what i^s^utces there arc in 
oblivion, Wfcat resources tliert are in bad rtioney ; 
no genius ever has done so much for mankind 
aft t^is mental defect has done for Mr. Hastings's 
acconntlifits. Tt Was ^Jd by o6e of the ancient 
philosophers) to a man who j^toposed to* t^^acb 
peojde' nieriioryr-" I wish you could teach mfe; 
. i c c4 " oblivion ; 
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•* oblivion ; I wish you could teach me to ftfir- 
V g^t/' These people have certainly not beei 
taught the art of memory, but they appear 
perfect masters of the art of forgetting. My 
Lords, this is not all ; and I must request your 
Lordships' attention to the whde of the account^ 
as it appears in the. account of the arrears due 
to the king/annexed to your Minutes. Here is 
a kind of labyrinth, where fraud runs into fraud. 
Qn the credit side you find stated there, eight 
lacks paid to the Vizier, and to be taken from 
the Mogul's tribute, for the support of an army, 
of which he himself had stipulated to bear the 
whole expenceSf These eight lacks are thus 
fraudulently accounted for upon the face of the 
thing ; and with rei^ct to eighteen lacks, the 
remainder of the tribute, there is no account 
given of it at alL This sum, Mn Hastings must, 
therefore, have pocketed for bts own use, or 
that of his gang of peculators; and whilst he 
was pretending to save you eight lacks by one 
fraud, he committed another fraud of eighteen 
lacks for himself; and this is the method b/ 
which one act of peculation begets another in 
the economy of fraud. 

Thus much of these afiairs I think myse^ 
bound to state to your Lordslups upon this oc-' 
casion ; for although, not one. word has been 
prQduced by the counsel to support the alle^ 
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Rations of the Pri^Der at your bar; yet> knowing 
that youF Lorctehjp^f high as yon are, are stiU 
but men ; knowing also, that bold assertions 
find coqfideQt deckrations are apt to make some 
impression iipon all men^s minds, we oppose his 
allegations. But how do we cppose them ? — Not 
}iy things of theiike nature* We. oppose them, 
by shewing you, that the House of Commons^ 
after di%ent investigation, has condemned them# 
and by stating the grounds upon which the 
House founded its condemnation. We send yon 
to the records of the. Company, if you watit to 
pursue this matter fi^rther, to enlighten your 
own minds upon the subject. Do not think, 
my Lords, that we are not awwre'bow ridiculous 
it is for either party, the accuser or the accused^ 
^ make here any assertions without produoing 
vouchers for them: we know it; but we are 
prepared and ready to take, upon us the proof; 
and we should be ashamed to assert any thing* 
^hat we are not aUe directly to substantiates 
by an immediate reference to uncontradictecl 
evidence. 

; With, regard to the merits pleaded by the 
Prisoner, we could efface that plea with a sin^^e 
stroke, by saying, there is no evidence bdfore 
your Lordships,, of any such merits. But we 
have dope more : We have shewn* you^th^ the 

t . things 
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things which: he .has set np ai merltsi are atroV 
icious ariijMS, iand that there is not on^ of theini 
^ducfa iioes iioi) in the very nature add ciikriibi'^ 
stances of :it> Garry: evidence of base oenUfH^ion; 
as. well a(s of flagrant injustice^ akid notorious 
breach of pubticfc faith. 

< The next thing that he takes credit for» is 
pirecisely kn act of this des^iptibn. The Mogul 
had) by s^emn stipulation with the Company, a 
Myal dorafain iDsufed to hii6) consisting of two 
proyincesy Condk and Allahabad. Of both these 
provincet^ Mr. Hastings deprived the Mogul 
npoo weak pretefittes^ if proved, in point of fact» 
but which Were n^ver proved, iti any setise,^ 
again^ him* t idlude particulariy to bis alleged 
aUknce with the Mahrattas, a people^ hy the 
way^ with whom *e were not then -at i*ar, arid 
widi ^om he hsid as gbod a right, ad Nudjeive 
ICban, to enft^]^ iilto alliante atthatfiime: He 
taM» these domains, ahnost the 1^ wrecks of 
empire left to the descendant of TameriaOe; from 
. iiie than, I say, to whose voluntary grants we 
owe it that we have put a foot In Bengal. Surely 
we> oughts at kast^ to have kept our f^ith' in 
kavingthislast r^eat to that utifortiin&te prinee. 
The Uouseof Commons was of that c^inioii, arid 
conseqnently they I'esolved, ^^^ that the tfauitkr 
^ €)f Corah arid lUahabad to the Vi2ief wa^ eori^ 
i,y . " trary 
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f* trary^ to policy, atid gQdd faifh.*' This Is wbat 
the Common^ think, of this businesyy, which Mvd 
Hastings t)Iead8 as merits. . 

Bat I h^ve not yet done with tt« Tfa^e proN 
vinces are estimated as wocth twenty-two bckSf 
or tFiereabouts; tfait is aboctt fi!2D,U00/. a yfear. 
I tielieve they were improvable to a gqod dml 
more^ But what does Mr, Hastings do? Instead 
of tj^ing th^ into the Company's possession 
for thepurpose'of prelierviiig them for t;be Moguls 
upon the evefitof our being better satisfied iitdth 
his t^ondu^t, or of apj^opriafing them t4> the 
Com^wyV advantage; he ^ells them to thelSfabolt 
i>f OUde, who he knew h^d the urt^ above all 
m^% of destroying a country which he was tct 
^{V or' wbieh he'might fear hi. was not to keep 
perefiaoent posa^mon, of. And what do you 
tbiAk he spld them for ? He sold tliem at a-liUli^ 
more than two. years: purchase. Will any nian 
believe that MnHai^tingSy.wheii.he sold these 
provincps to the Viaicr for two years piurchaset 
C^nd when .there was no man that yucvld not 
hav^ givcin ten years purchase for them») did not 
put the diflS^r^nce between the real and ptfi^ 
tebjd^ value into his own pockeiv and that oif 
bis;/asjK>d*tea? . , _ v 

We charge i1ierefoare» :fh*st» that this act ^ 
which, he assuitoes merit was in itself abreai^b of 
fsitbi Me^U :t^t;the sale.of tbesq provio^es. yfm 
{, ;; scandalously 
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Scandalously conducted ; and thirdly, that thH 
i^ale, at oire .fifUi of the real value, i¥as effected 
for corrupt purposes. * Thus an act of threefold 
delinquency is one of the merits stated with great 
pomp by his counsel. ^ 

. Another of his merits is the stoppage of the 
pension, whidi the Company was under an ob- 
ligation to pay to Nudjeive Khan; — a matter 
which even if admitted to a merit, is certainly 
not worth, as a set-off, much consideration. 
. But there ia another set»off of merit upon 
which he plumes himself, and sets an exceeding- 
ly high value^-the sale of the Rohilla nation to 
tiiat worthless tyrant, the Vizier, their cruel and 
bitter enemy, the cruellest tyrant, perhaps, that 
ever existed, and their most implacable enemy, 
if we except Mr. Hastings, who appears to have 
had a concealed degree of animosity, publlck, 
private, or political, against them. To this man 
he sold this whole nation, whose country, cul« 
tivated like a garden, was soon reduced, as Mr. 
Hastings, from the character of the Vizier, knew 
would be the consequence, to a mere desert, for 
400,000/. ; he sent a brigade of our troops to 
Msist the Vizier in extirpating these people, who 
were the bravest, the most honourable, and 
generous nation upon earth. Those who were 
not left slaughtered to rot upon the soil of their 
native country, were cruelly expelled from it, 

and 
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and seiit t6 publish tbe merciless and scatidalous 
behaviour of Great Britaiu from one end of India 
to the other. I believe, there is not an honesty 
ingenuous^ or feeling heart upon the face of the 
globe» I believe there is no man possessing tlio 
least degree of re^rd to honour and justice^ 
humanity and good policy^ that did not reprobate 
this act. The Court of Directors, when theji 
heard of it, reprobated it in the strongest man-r 
ner ; the Court of Proprietors reprobated it in 
the strongest manner j by the House of Com? 
monsi after the most diligent investigatiour i6 
was, in a resolution moved by Mn Dundas, re*? 
probated in the strongest manner : and this i^ 
the act which Mr. Hastings brings forward befpr^it 
your Lordships as a merit. j 

- But, again, I can prove, that in this, perh^s, 
the. most atrocious of all his demerits, there is 4 
most horrid and nefarious secret corrpptioa 
lurking: I can tell youjr Iiordships, ihox Sir, 
Bobert Barker was offered by this yizier, for> 
about one-half of this very ccMmtry, namelyt t&e; 
country of tbe Bohillas, a sum of fifty lacks of> 
ifupe^ that is, 600,0001. Mr. Hastings was 
informed of this o&v by Sir Robert Baker^ it); 
his.letter of the Sith March 1773* Still, in the 
£m26 of this inibrmalion^ Mr. Hayings, took for 
the Conipany only.fortjr lacks of rupees^ I leave: 
your Lordships to draw your own concksjori: 
> from 
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from these facte. You will judge what became 
of the deference between the price offered and 
the price acoounted for, as taken ;• nothing on 
earth can hide from mankind why Mr. Hatting 
made this wicked corrupt bargain^ for the extern 
minatipn ef a biave and generousp people : why 
he took 400,000 /. for the whole of that, for half 
of Which he was offered and knew hemlglrthavd 
bad 500,000 iL 

' Your Lordships will observe, that for all these 
facts there is no evidence :on the one side or on 
the other, directly before you ; their merits hietve 
been insisted upon in- long and laborious details 
and discussions, both by Mn Hastings himself 
asid by his counsel^ we have answered them fw 
that reason, but we answei^ them with a^ direct 
reference to records and papers, fibm which your 
Lordships may judge of them as set*offii and 
meri1[s. I believe your Lordships will how hardly 
receive Uiom as merits to set 6ffi guilt, $i|ic6 4a 
every one of them there is both guilt in the act, 
and strong ground for presuming that he had 
corrupdy taken money for himself/' ^ . > 

The last act of merit that has bton: insistpd 
upon by his counsel, is the Mahralta peaoej 
They have - stated to you . the distresses of 'the 
Company, to justify the unhandsome and inw 
propermeans. that he too% of mkking this peaoe^f 
M^. Hastings himself has laid hokl of the^samer 

opportunity 
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^portunlty of magnifying the difficufties^bkliy 
during: hia goyemment, lie had to ctmishd withJ 
tiere he disphys all bis tactics. He sjH^eadB alt 
his. sails, and here catches, every gale« He says, 
I found all India oon^diorated . against yoQ» £ 
Sound not ^the .Mabrs^tas akrne $ I found War 
Uurough. a hundred hostite. states fulminatedf 
again^ you ^ I found the Pesfawa^ the Nizatnf 
Hyder Ally, the Uajah of Becar;. all combined; 
((Ogether for your destruction. L stemmed Uie^ 
torrent ^ fortitude is my diaracter* I faced and. 
evercapie all these difficulties^ till I laaded your^ 
affiurs safe on shore j ttU I stood the saviour otf 
India. n, 

My Lord?, we of the House of Commons have: 
before Jieard all this, but.we cannot for^t that 
we examined into every part of it, and that we 
did not find aisingte fact atated by him, that was^ 
not a ground of censure ao^ rBpix>bation. The^ 
House of Cofnmonst in t^.rcsointioiis to which* 
I hi»03 alluded, have declared,.that Mr. Hasting^,) 
the JSrst author of .these .proceisdingB, tbdc ad^ 
vantage of an ambiguous Jetter of tkeCoiirt of 
DtcectorSy.to break and.vidbd;e the most; sot^nny 
the nost advantageous, and iisefol treaty that tb^ 
Compf ny: had ever made in India ^ and that thi^ 
eixtduct Qf his ^odoced the. strange and jumji^ 
tutal junction, whicklte. aa^s. he faand.forMedi 
against the Com{iany, and with which be/had to^ 
■ * . combat. 
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combat. I should tirouble your Lordsbips wttk 
but a brief statement of the facts^ and if I do 
not enter more at large in observing upon tliem, 
it is because I cannot but feel shocked at the: 
indecency and imprdjiriety of your being obliged 
to hear of that as merit, which the House ■ of 
Commons has condemned in every part» Your 
Lordships received obliquely evidence from the 
prisoner at your bar upon this subject, yet when 
we: came and desired your full inquiry into it, 
your LordsfaipSi for wise and just reasons, I have 
no doubt, refused our request. I must, how- 
ever» again protest on the part of the Commons- 
against your Lordships receiving such evidence 
at all as relevant toyour judgment, unless the 
House of Commons is' fully .heard upon it. . 
• But to proceed.' — The government of Bombay 
had offended the Mahratta states, by a most vio- 
lent and scandalous aggression. They afterwards 
made a treaty of peace^ with them, honourable 
and advantageous to the Cinnpany. This treaty 
was made by Colonel Upton, and is called The 
Treaty of Porunda. Mr. Hastings broke thatr 
treatyi upon his declared principle, that you aire 
to look in war for the resources of your govern- 
ment. All India was at that time in peace; 
Hyder Ally did not dare to attack us ; because? 
he was afraid that his natural enemies, the Mah-- 
i;^ttos, would fall upon him^*7-The Nizam couldt 
. ; not 
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not attack us, because he was aba afraid of the 
Mahrattas — the Mahratta state itself was divided 
into such discordant branches, as to make it 
impossible, fpr them to unite in any one object ; 
—that commonwealth, which certainly at that 
time was the terrour of India, was so broken^ as 
to render it either totally ineffective or easy to 
be resisted ; there was not one government in 
India, that did not look up to Great Britain as 
holding the balance of power, and in a position 
i0 controul and do justice to every individual 
party in it.. At that juncture, Mr. Hastings 
deliberately broke the treaty of Porunda ; and 
afterwards, by breaking faith with, and attack- 
ing all the powers, one after another, he produced 
that very union which one would hardly have 
expected, that the incapacity or ill faith of any 
^ovemour could have eflfected. Your Lordships 
shall hear the best and most incontrmertible 
evidence, both of his incapacity, and ill faith, 
and of the consequences which they produced. 
It is the declarationi^f one of the latest of their 
allies, concerning all these proceedings. It is 
contained in a letter from the Rajah of Berar, 
directly and strongly inculpating Mr. Hastings, 
lipon facts which he has never denied, and by 
arguments which he has never refuted, as being 
himself the cause of tliat very junction of all the 
powers of India agaitist us. 
Vol. XVI. D d Letter 
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Letter from Beneram Pundit. — " As th^ 
'^ fnendship of the English is, at all events, the 
*^ fiiist and most necessary consideration! 1 will 
*' therefore exert myself in establishing peace ( 
'^ for the power of making peace with all, is the 
'* best object ; to this, all other measures are 
" subservient, and will certainly be done by 
•* them, the English. You write, that after 
'^ having laid the foundation of peace with the 
'^ Pundit Purdhaun, it is requisite that somfe 
" troops should be sent with General Goddard 
** against Hyder Naig, and take possession of 
'* his country, when all those engagements and 
^' proposals may be assented to. My reason is 
'^ confounded in discussing this suggestion, at 
" a time when Hyder Naig is in every respect 
^^ in alliance with the Peishwa, and has asi^ted, 
^ with his soul and life^ to repel the English^ 
^^ For us to unite our troopa with those of the 
^^ enemy,, and extirpate him ; would not tbi& 
" fix the stamp of infamy upon us for ever? 
** Would any prince, for ^nerations to come,^ 
" ever after assist ps, or unite with the Peishwa? 
'' Beyourselftlie judge, and say« whether such 
«* a conduct would become a prince or not. 
" — Why then do you mention it?— why do 
** you write it ? 

** The case is as follows: — At first there 
<* was the utmost enmity between Hyder Naig 

and 
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** and the Pundit Purdhaun, arid there was the 
" fullest intention of sending troops into Hyder 
." Naig*s country }. and after the conclusion of 
** the war with Bombay and the capture of ^a« 
" gonaut Row, it was firmly resolved to send 
^' troops into that quarter ; and a reliance was 
^' placed in the treaty which was entered intp 
" by ihe gentlemen of Bombay before the war j 
*' btft when Ragonaut again went to them, an4 
''General Goddard was ready to commence 
^' hostilities — when no regard was paid tQ 
^* the friendly proposals made by us and the 
" Pundit Peishwa — when they desisted from 
^< coming to Poonah, agreeable to their promisei 
" and a qategorical ans>yer was given to tli^ 
*^ deputies from Poonah ; the ministers of P007 
** nah then consulted among themselves^ and 
** having advised with the Nabob Nizam ul 
*^ Dowlah, they considered that as enemies were 
*J appearing on both sides, and it would be 
" difficult to cope with both, what was to be 
" done ? peace must be made with one of them, 
** and war must be carried on with the other ; 
'* they wished above all things, in their heaits^ 
^* to make peace with the English gentlemen^ 
" and to unite with them to punish Hyder Naigj 
** but these gentlemen had plainly refused to 
" enter into any terms of reconciliation j it was 
'* therefore advisable to accommodate matters 
D D 2 ** with 
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*" with Hyder Naig, although he had been long 
** an enemy. — What else could be done? having 
^* nothing left for it, they were compelled to 
*• enter into an union with Hyder/' 

My Lords, this declaration, made to Mr. 
Hastings himself, was n^ver answered by him ; 
indeed, answered it could not be ; because the 
thing was manifest, that all the desolation of tlie 
Camatic by Hyder Ally, air these difficulties 
iipon which he has insisted ; the whole of that 
union by which he was pressed, and against 
which, as he says, he bore up with such for- 
titude, was his own work, the consequences of 
his bad faith and his not listening to any reason- 
able terms of peace. 

But, my Lords, see what sort of peace he 
afterwards made. I could prove, if I were 
called upon so to do, from this paper, that they 
have had the folly and madness to produce to 
you for other purposes, that he might at any 
time have made a better treaty, and have con- 
cluded a more secure and advantageous peace 
than that which at la:st he acceded to : that the 
treaty he made, was both disadvantageous and 
dishonourable; inasmuch, as we gave up every 
ally we had, and sacrificed them to the resent- 
ment of the enemy: that Mahadajee Scindia 
gained by it an empire 6f a magnitude dangerous 

to 
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to our v^ry existence in. India ; ^hat this chief 
was pertnitted to exterrainate all the many little 
gallant nations, that stood between us ai^ the 
Mahratt^, and whose policy led them to guard 
agai?ist the ambitious designs of that government. 
Almost all these lesser : powers, from central 
India, quite up to the mountains that divide 
Indi^ from Tartary, almo3t a)l these, I say, were 
exterminated by him, or were brought under ^ 
cruel subjection. The peace he made with Mr. 
Hastings, was for the very purpose of doing all 
this } and Mr. Hastings enabled him, and gave 
him jthe me^njs of effecting it- Advert next, my 
LordjSy to what he did with other allies. By 
the treaty of Porunda made by. Colonel Upton, 
and which be flagitiously broke^ we had acquired 
what, God knows, we little merited from the 
Mahrattas, twelve lacks, (112,000/.) for the ex- 
pences of the war ; and a country of three lacks 
of annual revenue, the province of Burratch 
and the Isle of Salset, and other sinall islands 
convenient for us upon that coast. This was a 
great, useful, and momentous accession of ter- 
ritory anfl of revenue, and we got it with honour} 
for not one of our allies were sacrificed by this 
treaty. We had even obtained from the Mah- 
rattas for Ragonaut Row, our support of whom 
against that government was a principal cause 
of the war, an establishment of a thpusand horse, 

D d3 to 
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to be maintained at their eipence, dnd a jdghir^ 
for his other expencfes, of three lackd df rupees 
pet annum, payable monthly, With leaVfe 16 
reside within thetr , territories, with bd oilier 
condition than that he should not I'fenlove frorii 
the place fixed for hi^ re^idehce, fbi- the purpose 
bf exciting disturbance^ agtifn^ their goVerh«- 
tnent. They also stipulated for the pardon rf 
nil his iEidherents, except four; and the only 
condition they required from \is was, that ^6 
should not assist hitn in dase of any future dis- 
turbance. But Mr. Hastings, by his trfeity, 
surrendered that country of three ladks df re- 
Venue j he made no stipulation for the expedfce^ 
of the war, rior indemnity for any of the pers6tis 
Whom he had seduced itlto the rebellion, id 
favour of Ragonaut Row. — He gave therti all 
up to the vengeance of their governments, with* 
out a stroke of a pen in their favour; to bd 
banished, confiscated and undone^ and a^ to 
Ragonaut Row, instead of getting him this 
honourable and secure retreat, as he was bound 
to do, this unfortunate man was ordered to retire 
to his enemy's (Mahadajee Scindia's) country i 
or otherwise he was not to receive a shilling for 
his maintenance. I will now ask your Lord- 
Ships, whether any man but Mr. Hasthigs, 
Would claim a merit with his own country, for 
having broken the treaty ot Porunda? Your 

1 Lordships 
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T^rdsbips know the opjmon of the House of 
Colmmom respecting it; bis colleagues in couficil 
had remonstrated With him upon it, and had 
^ted the mischiefs that would result from it; 
and Sir Eyre Coote, the commander of the 
Company ^s forces, writing at the same time from 
Madras, states, that he tbouglit it would infal- 
libly bring down upon them Hyder Ally, who, 
they had reason, to think, was bent upon the 
ut^ter destruction of the power of this country in 
India, and was only waiting for some crisis in 
our affairs favourable to his designs. This, my 
Lords, is to be one of the set-ofis against all the 
crimes, against the multiplied frauds, cruellies, 
and oppressions, all the corrupt practices, pre- 
varications, and swindlings, that we have al- 
leged against him. 

My Lords, it would be an endless under*< 
taking, and such as at this hour of the day we^- 
as well as your Lordships, are little fitted to 
engage in, if I were to attempt to search into 
and unveil all the secret motives, or to expose, 
its it deserves, the shameless audacity of this 
man's conduct. None of yo«ir Lordships can 
have observed, without astonishment, the selec- 
tion of his merits, as he audaciously calls them, 
which has been brought before you. The last 
of this selection, in particular, looks as if he 
meant to revile and spit upon the legislature of 
his country ; because we and you thought it fit, 

D o 4 and 
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and were resolved to publish to alt India; thftt 
w^ will not countenance offensive wars j and that 
yon felt this so strongly, as to pass the first 'Act 
of a kind that was ever made } namely, an Act 
to Ihnit the discretionary power of government 
in making war solely ; and because you have 
done this solely and upon no other account, and 
for no other reason under heaven, than the abuse 
whidi that man at your bar has made of it, and 
for which abuse he now presumes to take merit 
to himself« I wHl read this part of the Act to 
your Lordships. 



[Mr. Burke here read 2Uh Geo. S. cap, »*. ^ 

sect. 34.] 
** And whereas to pursue schemes of coik 
quest and extension of dominion in India, 
are measures repugnant to the wish, the ho- 
nour and policy of this nation ; Be it therefbre 
further enacted by the authority aforesaid. 
That it shall not be lawful for the Governour 
General and Council of Fort William aforesaid^ 
without the express command and authority 
of the said Court of Directors, or of the i^ecret 
committee of the said Court of Directors, in 
any case (except where hostilities have actually 
been commenced, or preparations actually 
made for the commencement of hostilities 
against the British nation in India, or against 
-some of the princes or states dependent 

•* thereon. 
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<* thereon, or whose territories the said United 
*^ Company 'shall be at such time engaged by 
'* any subsisting treaty to defSsnd or guaranty) 
*^ either to declare war or commence hostilities^ 
** or enter into any treaty for making war, 
<< against any of the country princes or states in 
'^ India, or any treaty for guarantying'the pos- 
'* sessions of any country princes or states ; and 
'' that in such case it shall not be lawful for the 
*^ said Oovemour General andCouncil to declare 
^^ war or commence hostilities, or enter into 
^* treaty for making war, against other prince 
*< or state than such as shall be actually, com* 
*' mitting hostilities or making preparations ais 
** aforesaid, or to make such treaty for guaran- 
'^ tying the possessions of any prince or state, 
** but upon the consideration of such prince or 
** state actually engaging to assist the Company 
** against such hostilities commenced or prepa- 
** rations made as aforesaid; and in all cases 
** where such hostilities shall be commenced or 
** treaty madiB, the said Govembur General and 
*' Council shall, by the most expeditious means 
'< they can devise, communicate the same unto 
" the said Court of Directors, together with a 
** full state of the informatidn and intelligence 
'^ upon which they shall have commienced such 
** hostilities or made such treaties, and their 
^* motives and reasons for the same at large/^ 
It is -the fir^t Act of the kind that ever wals 

made 
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mftde id Uhs kiiigdbiiH the first statnte, I belibvd, 
tlkat €yer was hdade by the l^slatmre of aoy 
(mEltioti upon the siibjetti and it wiB niode solely 
*€q)^ 4iie tmolatioQs to which ifre had come 
iigainstrthe vidlefatt Intehiptsrate, uhjust and per- 
ificMotis a€te of this inan at your Lord^hips^ bar» 
•and which atts are noW ]^roduced befdre your 
Ijord^ii]^ as merits. 

' To shew iiirthfer to your Lordships^ how ne- 
cessary this Act was, here is a part of His owh 
(tbrrespiondeacey the last thing I shall beg to read 
to yopr Lordtfhipsi and upon which I shall make 
-ao other ctoimeni than that yon will learn from 
it bow well British faith was kept by this man ; 
•and tkmt it iVas the violation of British Ikith, 
.winch prevented our having the most advan- 
tageous peace, and brought on all the calamities 
of wan 

- It is part of a letter fr6m the minister of the 
-Rqah of BeraT) a man called Beneram Pundit, 
with whom Mr Ha^ihgs was at the time treating 
for a peace, and he tells him why he might have 
iiad peace at that time, and why he had it not ; 
Mid that the Cause of it was his own Hdicalous 
and even buffiionish perfidioiisness, which ei^posed 
him to the ridicule of all the princes of India, 
and with him the whole British nation. - 

^^ But afterwards reflecting that it was not 
** advisable for me to be in such haste before I 

" had 
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(' had undemobd all the contents of the papi^s ; 
^^ I c^eodd tbeitl in the pWMnee uf die Mdha 
^' Ri^ahi i^heii all tba Khar«ti6 Idttei*, cibjiied 

V and treaties, wete p^fu^trith tlie gr^test 
^^ attention and oare : first, the^ convinei^ lift 
^' Df your great truth and aincerity, and that 
** you nevei^i JFrom the begimnng to thistiitte, 
^ were inclined to the present dii^uteis' and 
^^ hostilities j and n€^xt, that you have not in«* 
*^ eluded in the articles of the treaty, ady of 
^ your wishes or inolinattons, and in ^hott the 
^^ garden of. th^ treaty appeared to u^ iiii all it^ 
** parts, green and flourishing. But thod^ th^ 
" fruit of it was excellent, yet they appeared 
^* different frohi those of Colonel Upton's trtaty. 
^« (the particulars of which I have frequently 
♦♦ written to you,) and upon taking them, proVed 
^^ to be bitter, and very difierent, when compared 
^* to the fbrmer articles* How can any of the pld 

V and established obligations be omitted, and 
^* new matters agreed to, which it is plain that 
^ they wUl produce and damage ^ Some points 
'^ which you have mentioned, under the plea of 
^' the faith and observance of treaties, are of 
^' such a nature, that the Poonah minister^ can 
** tiever assent to them; in all engagements 
^* and important transactions, in which the words 
^' but^ and aWiOUgh^ and besides^ and whereas^ 
^* and why^ and other such words of doubt are 
** introduced, it gives an opening to disputes 

•• and 
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** and misunderstandings. A treaty is tneant 
'^ for the entire removal of all difierences, not 
** for the increase of them. . My departure for 
** Poonah has, therefore been delayed/'. My 
Lords, cousider to what ironies and insults this 
nation was exposed^ and how necessary it was 
for us to originate that Bill, which your Lord* 
shipd passed into an Act of Parliament, with His 
Majesty's assent; the words but, although, be* 
sides, "whereas and uohy, and such like are intro- 
duced to give an opening, and so on. Then 
he desires him to send another treaty, fit fot him 
to sign. 

*' I have therefore kept the treaty with the 
<• greatest care and caution in my possession^ 
*< and have taken a copy of it ; I have adde<l to 
*' each article another, which appeared to me 
*^ proper and advisable; and without any loss ot 
** disadvantage to the English, or any thing 
^^ more inikvour of the Pundit Purdhaun than 
*^ was contained in the former treaties. This I 
** have 'Seiit to you, and hope that you will pre- 
*^ pare and send a treaty conformable to that, 
*< without any besides, or if, or why, or but, and 
** whereas, that as soon as it arrives, I may de- 
<* part for Popnah, and having united with me 
'* Row Mahadajee Scindia, and having brought 
** over the Nabob Nizam ul Dowlah to this 
'' business, I oiay settle ^nd adjust all maUfsrs 

" which 
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*^ which are in this bad situation. As soon as I 
** have received my dismission from thence, 
** I would set off for Calcutta, and represent to 
•* you every thing, which for a long while I have 
*^ had in my mind, and by this transaction erect 
> * to the view of all the world, the standard of 
*^ the greatness and goodness of the English, and 
'* of my masters, and extinguish the flames of 
•* war with the waters of friendship. The com- 
'^passing all those advantages and hi^py pros- 
:<< pects depends entirely upon your will and 
^^ consent i and the power of bringing them to 
'^ an issue, is in your hands alone/' 

My Lords, you may here see the necessity 
there was for passing the Act of Parliament, 
which I have just read to you, in order to pre- 
vent in future the recurrence of that : want of 
iaith, of which Mr. Hastings had been so noto- 
riously guilty, and by *which he had not only 
^united all India against us, and had hindered us 
from making, for a long time, any peace at all, 
•but had exposed the British character to the 
irony, scorn, derision and insult, of the whole 
people of that vast continent. 
' My Lords, in the progress of this Impeach- 
ment, you have heard our charges; you have 
heard the ^ Prisoner's plea of merits ; you have 
lieard our observations on them. In the progress 
of this Impeachment, you iiave seen the condition 

in 
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in which Mt. Hakti^gji recieiv6d Benai^; yoa 
have ^eeo the coticlfUoU in which Mr. Haatings 
reoeived the eouotry of the BohiUas;. you 
havesQ0n th$ coQdittitfi iti which he received 
the coutttry of Oude j you have seea the eo»- 
cUtion in which he received the provinces of 
Bengal} you have $e6n the condition of the 
couQtry when the native government was auc- 
eeeded by that of Mn Hastings ; you have teen 
thehappinesb and prosperity of all its inhabit 
taftta^ from those of the highest to those of the 
lowest rank. My Lords, you have seen the very 
reverse of all thia under the government of Mr. 
Hastings ; the country itself, all its beauty and 
glory ending in a jungle for wild bea3ts. You 
have seen flourishing families reduced to implote 
that pity, which the poorest man and tb^ tn^atiest 
aituation might very well call for. You have 
seen whole nations in the mass reduced to a con* 
dition o£ the same distress. These thiogs in his 
government at home : abroad, scorn, eontempt> 
and derision cast upon and covering the British 
name, war stirred up, and dishonourably treaties 
of peace made, by the total prostitution of British 
faith. Now take, my Lords, together, all the 
multiplied delinquencies which we have proved, 
from the highest degree of tyranny, to the lowest 
degree of sharping and cheating, and then jlidge^ 
my Lords, whether the House of G>mmons could 
rest Sm one moment, without bringing these 

matters. 
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ni4tte<*8» whicli ha,yB b^^Hed all legi^If^UoQ $)t 
variQHP titpcsi before ypu^ tp try at las^ wba^ 
judginent will do. Judgfuwt is tvhat giyes fprc^ 
effect, aqd vigour to laty^; |aw3 without juc^r 
ment are contemptible and ridiculous j we had 
better l^ve no lawst tbpp law^ not enforce4by 
judgments and suitable, peualtjes upon ^elin- 
quenta. Reverti, my Ldird^ to all the sent^pce^ 
whicli have hereto^e beqn passed by thjs higtn 
court. Look to the sentence passed upon |.or^ 
Bapon ; lopk at the sentence passed upon Lord 
Macclesfield* and then compare the sentence^ 
which your ancestors have given, with the delin- 
qnencies wh^ch were then before theau and yo^ 
have the measure to be taken in your sentence 
upon the delinquent now before ypM, Your 
sentence, I say, will be me«isured according tp 
that rule which ought to direct the judgment of 
all courts in like eases, les^ning it for a le$seQ: 
offence, and aggravating it for a greater, until 
the (neasure of justice is completely full. 

My Lords, I have done j the part of the Com- 
moos is coacluded. With a trembling solicitude 
we consign this product of our long, long labours^ 
to your charge* Take it ! — take }t { It is a sacred 
trust. Never before was a cause of such magi- 
nitude submitted to any human tribunal. 

My Lords,. at thi? awful close, in the name of 
the Compions, and surrounded by them, I attest 
the retiring, I attest the advancing generations^ 

between 
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between which, as a link in the great chain of 
eternal order, we stand, r— We call this nation, 
we call the world to witness, that the Commons 
have shrunk from no labour ; that we have been 
guilty of no prevarication ; that we have made 
no compromise with crime ; that we have not 
feared any odium whatsoever, in the long war- 
fare which we have carried on with the crimes — 
with the vices — with the exorbitant wealth — 
with the enormous and overpowering influence 
of Eastern corruption. This war, my Lords, we 
have waged for twenty-two years, and the con- 
vict has been fought at your Lordships' bar for 
the last seven years. My Lords, twenty-two 
years is a great space in the scale of the life of 
man ; it is no inconsiderable space in the history 
of a great nation. A business which has so long 
occupied the councils and the tribunals of Great 
Britain, cannot possibly be huddled over in the 
course of vulgar, trite, and transitory , events. 
Nothing but some of those great revolutions, that 
break the traditionary chain of human memory, 
and alter the very face of nature itself, can possi- 
bly obscure it. My Lords, we are all elevated 
to a degree of importance by it j • the meanest of 
us will, by means of it, more or less, become the 
concern of posterity ; if we are yet to hope for 
such a thing in the present state of the world, as 
a recording, retrospective, civilised posterity; 
l>ut this is in the hands of the great Disposer of 

events ; 
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events i it is not ours to settle how it shaH be: 
MyLords, your House yet stands ; it stands as 
a great edifice ; but let me say, that it stands in 
the midst of ruins ; in the midst of the ruins, 
that have been made by the greatest moral earth - 
ijuake that ever convulsed and shattered thi^ 
globe of ours. My Lords, it has pleased Provi- 
dence to place us in such a state, that we appear 
every moment to be upon the verge of some 
great mutations. There is one thing, and one 
thing only, which defies all mutation ; that which 
existed before the world, and will survfve the 
fabrickofthe world itself j I mean justice; that 
justice, which, emanating from the Divinity, has 
a phtce in the breast of every one of us, given us 
for our guide with regard to ourselves, and with 
regard' to others, and which will stand, aflerthis 
globe is burned to ashes, our advocate or out 
fitcuser before the great Judge, when He 
eomes to call upon us for the tenour of ^ well- 
«pent life, * * 

My Lords, the Commons will share in every 
fate with your Lordships ; there is nothing sinis- 
ter which can happen to you, in which we shall 
"not be involved j and if it should so happen that 
We shall be subjected to some of those frightful 
changes, which we have seen ; if it should hap- 
pen thiat your Lordships, stripped of all the de- 
<!orous distinctions of human society, should^ by 
fcands at once base and cruel, be led to those 
^- Vol. XVL £ k scafibids 
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scaffolds and machines of murder, upon which 
great kings and glorious queens have shed their 
blood, amidst the prelates, amidst the nobles, 
amidst the magistrates, who supported their 
thrones, may you in those moinents feel that 
consolation which I am persuaded they felt in 
the critical moments of their dreadful agony! 

My Lords, there is a consolation, and a great 
consolation it is, which oflen happens to op* 
pressed virtue and fallen dignity i it often hap- 
pens that the very oppressors and persecutors 
themselves are forced to bear testimony in its 
favour. I do not like to go for instances a great 
way back into antiquity. I know very well, that 
length of time operates so as to give an air of the 
fabulous to remote events, which lessens the in- 
terest and weakens the application of examples. 
I wish to come nearer to the present time. Your 
Lordships know and have heard, for which of 
us has not known and heard of the parlia- 
ment of Paris ? The parliament of Paris had an 
origin very very similar to that of the great 
court before which I stand ; the parliament of 
Paris continued to have a great resemblance to it 
in its constitution, even to its fall } the parlia- 
ment of Paris, my Lords, was; it is gone! 
It has passed away; it has vanished, like a 
dream! It fell, pierced by the sword of the 
Compte de Mirabeau. And yet I will say, that 
that man, at the time of his inflicting the death 

wound 
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wound of that parliament, produced at once the 
shortest and the grandest funeral oration that 
ever was or could be made upon the departure of 
a great court of magistracy. Though he had 
himself smarted under its lash, as every one 
knows who knows his history (and he was ele- 
vated to dreadful notoriety in history) yet when 
he pronounced the death sentence upon that par- 
liament, and inflicted the mortal wound, he de* 
clared that his motives for doing it were merely 
political, and that their hands were as pure as 
those of Justice itself, which they administered 
— a great and glorious exit^ my Lords, of a great 
and glorious body ! And never was a eulogy 
pronounced upon a body, more deserved. . They 
were persons in nobility of rank, in amplitude of 
fortune, in weight of authority, in depth of 
learning, inferior to few of those that hear me. 
My Lords, it was but the other day, that they 
submitted their necks to the axe ! but their ho- 
nour was unwounded. Their enemies, the per- 
sons who sentenced them to death, were lawyers, 
full of subtlety ; they were enemies, full of ma- 
lice } yet lawyers full of subtlety, and enemies 
full of malice, as they were, they did not dare to 
reproach them with having supported the wealthy, 
the great and powerful, and of having oppre^ed 
the weak and feeble, in any of their judgments, 
or of having perverted justice in any one in- 
E E 2 stance 
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Stance whatever, through favour^ tiiit>ugh interest 
6r cabaL 

My Lords, if you must fall, may you so fail ! 
bat if you stand, and stand I trust you unlL, 
together with the fortune of this ancient mo'^ 
narchy-^tbgether with the ancient lawa and 
liberties of this great and illustrious kingdom^ 
may yoU stand as unimpeached in honour bs 
in power } may y6u stand, not as a substitute 
for virtue, but as an ornament of virtue^ as a 
security for virtue ; may you stand long, and 
long stand the terrour of tyrants $ may you 
itand the refuge of afflicted nations ; may you 
Utand a sacred temple, fbr the perpietual residence 
Y>f an inviolable Justice. 
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ACCIDENTAL things ought to be carefully difitiaguished 
from permaBent causes and effircis, viii. 78. 

Jetuuntf oepital uas of, what, iu 31s. 

Att of Navigation, ii. 144. 380. 391 . 

Acts of Grace, impolicy of them, iu. 378. 

■ fc "i indemnity and oblivion, probable effects of them as a 

means of reconciling Francp to a monarchy, vii. 187. 

Addison^ Mr., the correctness c^ his opinion of the oau^e of 
the grand eifect of the Rotund, questioned, i. 183. 

--. his fine lines on honourable politicai connexions, 

ii.834. 

Adntinittration, a short account of a late short one, n. 3. 

Duke of Cumberland's, in July 1765, ii. 3. 

Lord Chatham's, July ijQGyUnd. Marquw of Rocking*^ 
ham's, 146. State of piiblick affidrs at the time of its 
formation, 148. Character and conduct of H, 157. 
Idea of it respecting America, 168. Remarks on Its 
foreign negotiations, 187. Character of a united admi- 
nistration, 196. Of a disunited onet ^04. Should be 
correspondent to the legislature, 96s. 

Admiration^ the first source of obedience, vi. 310. One of 
the principlee ivhtch interest us in the characters of 
others, X. 151. 

Adrinriy fiist contracts the bounds of the Roman Emfrire, x. 

Advice, compulsive, from constituents*, its authority first rc- 

feistod by Mr, Burke, vi. 116. 
AdfmtTy duty. of one, vi. 50. 
AgricclafJtuiuSj character and conduct of, x. 215. 
Aixy the Archbishop of, his offer of contribution, why refused 

by theFreneh fictional Afiseacibly, ▼. S93 
Ait4a ChofdU, the treaty of^ reosarks om it, viii. 335* 
Akher, the fimperoTyobtaiflK ppwenion.ot* Bengal, 3uii..8e« v 
/ - Ee3 Alfred 
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Alfred the Greats character and conduct of, x. 389. 99. His 
care and sagacity in improving the laws and institutions 
of England, 559. 

Allegiance, oath of, remarkable one taken bj the nobility to 
King Stephen, x. 444. 

Alliance^ one of the requisites of a good peace, ii. 39. The 
famous Triple Alliance negotiated by Temple and De 
Witt, viii. 333. Alliance between Church and State 
in a Christian commonwealth, a fanciful speculation, 
X. 43- 

AmlUion^ one of the passions belonging to society, i. 149. 
Its nature and end, ibid. Misery of disappointed ambition, 
ii. 91. Ambition ought to be influencea by popular mo* 
lives, ^(y(^^ Influence of it, iv. 315. One of the na- 
tural distempers of a democracy, vi. 204. Necessity and 
dangerous tendency of violent restraints on it, ibid. Not 
an accurate calculator, x. 85. Advantage of a gene-, 
rous ambition for applause for publick services, xiii. 438. 

America y advantage of to England, ii. 43. Nature of various 
taxes there, 11 6. Eloquent description of the rising 
glories of, in vision, iii. 40. Its rapidly iocreasipg coQi«> 
raerce, 39-46. Temper and character of its inhabitants, 
49. Their spirit of libierty , whence ? 49-57» 66. Proposed 
taxation of by grants instead of imposition^ 90. Danger 
of establishing a military government there, ix. \g^» 
Difficulty of representation there, ii. 139. 

American Stamp Acty repealed, ii. 3. 158-168. Its origin and 
progress, 153. Reasons of the repeal political, not 
commercial, 377. 403. Good efiects of the repeal, 174* 
. 417. . 

AnceUorSy our, reverence due to them, v. 43G, 7. vi. i(iSk 

An^lesf in buildings, prejudicial to their grandeur, i. 184^ 

AntmttUy their cries capable of conveying great ideas, i. 197^ 

Anmversariesy festive, advantages of, vii. 75. 

Ahselmy appointed Archbishop of Canterbury after Uie death 
of Lancfranc, x. 425. Supports Henry I. against his 
brother Robert, 430, 1 . 

Apparitionsy singular inconsistency in the ideas of the vulgar 
concerning them, x. 1 93. 

Arbitrary power steals upon a people by lying, dormant for 
a time, or by being rarely exercised, iii. 151 . Cannot be. 
exercised or delegated by the LegislaUire, xiii. 165. Not 
recognised in the Gentoo Code, xv. 68. 

Arbitrary By^iem must always be a corrupt one, xiii. 3 18. 
Danger of adopting it as a4>rinciple of action, xv« 3 15. 

Areopagm, court and senate (^, remarks on them, v. 369. 

AriostCy 
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Ario$t<H & criticitm of Boileau on, x. 1 58. 

Aristocracy f affected terror of an extension of power by, in 
the reign of George II., ii. 344. Influence of the aris- 
tocracy, 245. Too much spirit not a fault of it, S46. 
General observations on it, v. 354 5. Character of a 
true natural one, vi. 5217. Regulations in some states 
with respect to it, 307*8. Must submit to the dominion 
of prudence and virtue, vii. 369. Character of the aris- 
tocracy of France before the Revolution, v. 251-3. ix. 38. 

Aristatlff his caution against the delusion of demanding 
geometrical accuracy in moral arguments, iii. 112. Hit 
observations on the resemblance between a democracy 
and a tyranny, v. 231. His distinction between Tragedy 
and Comedy, x. 157. His natural philosophy alone 
unworthy of him, 278. His system entirely followed by 
Bede, fW. 

Armies yield a precarious and uncertain obedience to a senate, 
v. 390. On standing armied, v. 1 7. ^ 

Army commanded by General Monk, character of it, vi. 44. 

Artf every work of, only great as it deceivers, i. 185. 

Artist^ a true one effects the noblest designs by easy me* 
thods, i. 185. 

Artoisy de^ Count, character of him, vii. 14(). 

Ascendancy y Protestant, observations on it, ix. 426. 

Asersy race of, origin, character and conduct of, x. 950. 

Asiossinatiotiy recommended and employed bv ihe National 
Assembly of France, vi. 41 . The dreadml effects of, in 
case of war, 42, 3. 

Astonishment y origin and nature of the passion, i. 157, 266. 

Atheism by estabUshmenty what, viii. 170. 
ought to be repressed by law, 37. 

^- schools of, set up by the French regicides at the. pub- 

lick charge, ix. 119. 

AtheistSy modem, contrasted with those of antiquity, vii. ^, 

Atheniansy at the head of the democratic interests of Greece* 
vii. 17. ' 

Athensy the plague of, wickedness remarkably t)revalent 
during its continuance, x. 88. 

Augustir^^y state of religion in Britain when he arrived there, 
X. 255. Introduced Christianity among the Anglo-Saxons, 

Aulick Councily remarks on it, vii. 360. 

Aiutridy 4>egan in the reign of Maria Theresa to support great 
armies, viii. 245, 6. Treaty of 1 756 with France, de- 
plored by the Frend) in 1773, 247. 

E B 4 Amtkority^ 
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Authority y the peopU the ntftural control on it^ VL 304. Hi^ 
control and exercise of it oontradictbry, iftjr'. The mo- 
nopoly of it an eril, vii. 397. The only firm seat of it in 
the publick opinion, iii. 179, ix. 47^. . 
^vanV'fy effecU of it, iv. 315. 317. xiii. 819. 

/ ' ' . • • * , 

B. 

Bacon, Lord, a. remark of his applied to the Revo})tlUpn in 
France^ viii. 5. His demeanour at his impeachment, 
XV. «i. 

Sttcon, Nichotoiy his work on the Laws of England not .en^tled 
to authority, x. 554. 

BaUt method of giving it introduced by Alfred, x. 2915. Ad- 
vantage of it, ibid. 

Baff, the khbh John, remarks on his conduct, vi. 331. 

BaUoty all contrivances by it unfit to prevent a discovery of 
the inclinations, v. 368. 

BalmerinOi Lord, extract from the account of his trial, xjv.3110. 

Bank Paper in England owing to the flourishing condition of 
commerce, v. 412. 

B^nj/Mf Indian, character of^ xiii. 45. 

BardSf origin and character of them, x. 189. 

Barthclomrvoy St.. massacre of, v. (260. 

Bathursiy Lord, his imagined vidon of the rising glories of 
America, iii, 43. 

BayUy Mr. an ob^rvation of his on rdigious pcvsecation, 

ix. 365. 

Beduchamp, Lord, his Bill ; Mr. Burke*8 vindication of his 
conduct with respect to it, iii. 374* 

Beautify observations on, i. 137. «03. Natural proportion 
not the cause of it, 207. Nor ciistomanr {Mropertion, 
221. Beauty and proportion not ideas of tbe same na- 
ture, 223. The opposite to beauty not dispropoirtion, or 
deformity, but uglinesiy ibid. Fitness not the cause of 
beauty, ibid. Nor perfection, 231. How far the ideas 
of beauty may be applied to the faculties of the mind, 
232, How far they may be applied to virtue, 234. 
The real cause of beauty, 335. K^uUful objects small, 
^36. And smooth, 237. And gradually varied) 238. 
And delicate, 240. And of mild or diversified colours, 
242. Beauty acts by relaxing the solids of the whole 
system, 285. 

Bedcy .the venerable, brief account of liim, x. 276^81. 

Bed/hrdy the first Earl of, who, viii. 38. 

jbeffiniy Munnyy her condition and character, xv. 433. 

Begumsy 
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Begmmsy tte £ast India ConpaBy suspect tbem of rebellion, 
iv. 56. Plundered by order of Mr. Hastings, fo^ Pre- 
tence Ibr seizing their treasures, xv. 417. 

Btnaresy the capital of the Indian religion, iv. 59<t)8. Devas- 
tacion* of the pronnce during Mr. • Hastings's 'g<»vern- 
ment, xv. 248. xvi. 190. Projected sale of it to the 
Nabob of Oude, xv. 134. Nature of the Rajfth's audio- 
rity, 108. Imprisoned by Mr. Hastings'^ order, i€o. 

Benfietdy Paul, his character and conduct, iv. 30^. 

Bengd, extent and condition of, if. 84. Nature of the go* 
Temment exercised there by Mr. Hastings, xvi. 174, 5. 
Conouest of it by the Emperor Akber, xiii. 8a. Era 
of tne indepeodeiit soubahs, 83. Era of. the British 
empire there, 84. . 

Bengal Club, observations on it, vii. 20. 

Bifijigur, fortress of, taken by order of Mr. Hastings, xv.- 175. 

Bhrons Duchess of, murdered by the French re^cides^ ix. 40. 

BitterneUj in description, a source of the sublime, i. 199. 

BiadbtessyCiSsctBOUka^i. 

Boadicea^ her character and conduct, x. S13. 

Bnileauy his criticism on a tale in Arioste, x. 158. 

Bolit*gbrokc0 Lord, animadversions on his philosophy, i. 3. 
dome characters of his style, 8. A presumptuous and 
superficial writer, v. 233. A remark of his on the supe* 
riority of a monarchy over other forms of government) 

B(mlQgn$i fbrtress of, suhrendered to France, tiii. 41 . Iiq. 

portance of it to England, ibid, Godfrey of Boulogne 

engages in the Ousade, x. 424. 
B(mne$i victory of, important advantages of it to France, 

X. 529- 

Bot)i^ei% tlie publick, and the private lender not adverse par- 
ties mih contending interests, viii. 355. 

Braban^onSf mercenary troops in the time of Henry II. their 
' character, x. 48^. 

Bribing, by tneans of it, rather than by being bribed, wicked 
politicians bring rnin on-mankind, iv. 315. 

Btissot, his character and conduct, vii. 77. Preface to his 
address to his constituents, vii. 297. 

Britain, invasion of by Csesar, x. 173. Account of its an- 
eient inhabitants, 179. Invaded by Claudius, 205. Re- 
duced by Ostorius Scapula, 206. Finally subdued by 
Julius Agricola, 21 j. Why not sooner conquered, 219. 
Nature of the government settled* there by the Romans. 
223. First introduction of Christianity, 24* Deserted 
by the RomsBM, 244-6. Entry and settlement of the 
Saxons, and tlieir conversion to Christiaifiity, ^^^. 

' Britons, 
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Britons f more reduced than any other tiation that fell imder 

the German power, x. 255. 
Browfte, Dr. effect of his writings on tlie people of England, 

viii. 85* 
Buche, Captel de^ his severe treatment of the Jacquerie in 

France, vi. 220. 
BuUdin^s^ too great length in them, prejudicial to grandeur of 
. e^ct, 1/ 185. Should be gloomy, to produoe an idea of 

the Sublime, 199. 
BuriCf Mr. his sentiments respecting several leading mem* 

bers of the whig party* vi. 80. And respecting an 

union of Ireland with Great Britain, 364, 5. And re- 

spectipg acts of indemnity as a means of reconciling 

France to a monarchy, vii. 1 87. His animadversions on 

the conduct of Mr. Fox, a^. His pathetic allusion to 

his deceased son, viii. 45. 
Burnet^ Bishop, his statement of the methods which car* 

ried men of parts to Popery in France, v. 27a. 
Bute^ Earl of, his resignation, li. 148. His successors re* 

commended by him, ibid. Supposed head of the court 

party called «< Kings Men/' S57. 



Xiatar^ Julius^ his policy with respect to the Gauls, x* 170% 
His invasion of Germany, 17s. And of Britain, 173. 

CaiaiSf lost by the surrender of Boulogne, viii. 41. 

Calamity y its deliberations rarely wise, v. 410. Publick cala- 
mity oAen arrested by the seasonable energy of a single 
man, vii. 366. 

Caligula undertakes an expedition against Britain, x. 203, 4^ 

Caionncy de^ M. remarks on his work, L'Etat de la France, 
V. 334. Extract from it, 42 1 . 

Campagnay Buony character of him, vii. 37. 

CampantUay curious story concerning him, i. 261 . 

Canada Bills, convention for the liquidation of them, ii. 183. 

Canterbury^ disputes between the suffragan bish<^s of the 
province and the monks of the Abbey of St. Austm, 
x^ 516- 

Canionsy French, origin and nature of them, t. 312. 24. 

Cantoo Baboo, Mr. Hastings's Banyan, his character, xiii. 237, 

CanutCy his character and conduct, x. 308. Remarks 00 his 
code of laws, 560. 

CapUaly moaopoly of, not an evil, vii. 397* 

Caret appearance of, highly contrary to our ideas of nagni- 
ficence, i. 188. « . 

Camatict 
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CamatiCf the, extent and condition of the country, iv. 78. 
262*6, Dreadful devastation of it by Hyder All Khan, 

359- 
Castef consequence of losing it in India, xiii. 3^8. 
Cattile^ different from Cataionia and Arragon, vii. 39. 
Castles, great numbers of them built in the reign of Stq>hen9 

X. +45- . . . . ^ 

Catuisiry, origin and requisites of, vi. 208. Danger of pur* 

suing it too far> ibid. 
Catholicks, letter to an Irish peer on the penal laws against 

them, vi. 97 k 
CelsuSf his opinion that internal remedies were not of early 

use, proved to be erroneous, x. 196. 
CereoHs, extract from his fine speech to the Gauls, vi. 335. 
Change and Reformation, difference between them, viii. 19. 
Charles I. defended himself on the practice of his prede- 
cessors, iii. 246, His illjudged attempt to iestablish the 

rites of the church of England in Scotland, x. 7, 8. 
Charles II. obliged, by the sense of the nation, to abandon the 

Dutch war, iii. 173^ Brief character of him, vi, 45, 6; 

His government contrasted With that of Cromwell, vii. 196. 
Charles XII. of Sweden, parallel between him and Richard I. 

of England, x 50a. 
Characters of others, principles which interest us in them, 

X, 151. 
Charity^ observations on« vii. 391. The magistrate must not 

interfere with it, ibid,. 
Charters, arc kept when their purposes are nuiintained, iv« 

167-70. 
Chatham, Lord, his character, ii.419. His administration, ii. 3. 
Cheit Sing, Rajah of Benares, nature of his authority, iv. 60. 

XV. 108. Imprisoned by order of Mr. Hastings, 157. 
Cheselden, Mr. his story of a boy who was couched for a cata- 

ract, i. t78« 
Chester, the cotknty palatine of, oppressed until the reign of 

Henry VIII. iii. 87. 
Chesterfield, Lord, his conduct (when Lord Lieutenant of Ire^ 

land) with respect to the Roman Catholicks, vi. 291. 
Christendom, the sieveral states of it have all been formed 

slowly and without any unity of design, viii. 251. 
ChriHianity, original introduction of, into Britain, x. 24a. 
Churchy the, has power to alter her rites and discipline, x. 5, 6. 
Church EstaUishmtnt in England, observations on it, v. 190-6^ 

Eulogy on it, ix. 438. x. 37, 38.59-61. Education of 

its clergy contrasted with that of the Roman Catholick 

dergy, vi. 286. Convpcaticm of the clergy a part of thq 

constitution^ 
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coDstitatioB, iii. 181. Observations on the proiriftibimadi 
for the clergy by the Sti^ v. 190*6. 

CicerOi remarks on his orations against Verres, xvi. 358. 

CircwHstances, importance a£ tiiem in all poHti^ pnnciplesi 
V. 36. K. 58. 

CitikenSi not to be listened to, in raattets that relate to agri* 
culture, vii. 391, 2. 

Civil List, debts due on it, request for a supplj for discharge 
ing them, how made, ii. 308, 9. Plan of economy rela- 
tive to it, ill. 334- ^ 

Civil Wars corrupt the manners of the people, iil. 152. 

Gri^ vicinity, law of, what, yiiu 185-7. 

Civil society, grand object of it, ix. ^66, 

Ciconoury justifiable when it is caused by abuse, x. 1S7. 

Chtenderiy constitutions of, x. 461-3. 

CUmdmUy the Emperor, invades Britah>, x. Q05. 

Claveringy Sir Jdnn, enlogy on him, xiv.9. xvi. 356. 

Cfrar expression, different from a strong one, i. 320, 1. 

Cieamea not necessary for affectmg the passions, i. 161. 

Ctergy, convocation of, a part of the constitution, iii. 181. 
Observations on the provisioD made by the state for them, 
V. 190 A ^5. 

Clergy f Roman Catholick, in France, character of them before 
Uie Revolution there, v. 198, 9. 965*8. Laws of William 
and Anne respecting the Popish clergy in Ireland, ix: 345. 
Review of the state of the clergy in England down to 
the reign of Henry II. X. 345. 

CUvCf I^d, sent to India, ^ciii. 143. His conduct there, 1441 5. 

ClootSy Anacharsisy observations on his conduct, ix. 49. 

Cote, Lord, ingenious quotation in his reports, i. 6. His 
observation on discretion in Judicature, vi. 359^ 

Colonies^ commercial, mode of levying taxes in them, a diffi- 
cult and important consideration, H. 1 14. 

Colonists import ten times more from Great Britain than they 
send in return, ii. 164. Character of tBe British colo- 
nists in America, 166. 
' Colours; soft and cheerful ones unfit to produce grand images, 

i. 193. 
tamedy, observations on, x. 153-7. Aristotle's distinction 

between it and Tragedy, 1 57. 
ComineSy Philip //r, his remarks* on the English civil wars, 

ix. 277. 
Commerce and Liberty, the two main sources of power t^ 

Great Britain, ill. 7. Great increase of> ia America, 

Common Law, nature of it, «. 534, 

Common 
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Q^mon Pleasj cpuri of, iu origin^ z. 539. 

CammoNs^ the House of| obflervationt dn iu nature and eharac* 
ter, ii. 388. v. 961 7. What qualities recommend a roan 
to a seat in it, in popular elections, ii. 894* Ought to be 
connected with tne people, 307. Has a character of 
its own, 434. Duty of the members to their consti- 
tuents, iii. 18. A council to advise, as wdl as an accu* 
ser to criminate, iv. 151. Can never control other parts 
of the government unless the members themselves art 
controlled by their constituents, ii. ^Ofi. Duty of a 
member to his constituents, iii. 18-33. Generi^ obfl^r* 
vations on the character aiid duties of it, ii. 087. iv. 140- 
IS9- Concil^ view of its procecsdings on the East India 
question, 160-181. Cannot renounce its share of autho- 
rity, V. 57. In legal construction the bense of the people 

^ of England is to be <:ollected from it, iv. 141, a. The 
most powerful ^nd most corruptible part of the British 
. constitution, x. 65. A sup^intendence over the pro- 
ceedings of the courts of justice, one of its principal 
objects, 109. 

Commonwealths y not subject to the laws that determine the 
duration of individuals, vii. %&&• viiL 78, 9%. 

Communes^ in France, their origin and nature, v. 313. 15. 35. 
. C^mpargaion^ in Saicon law, what, a. ^59. 

Conaorceif brief character of him,>ii. 58. 79. Extract from 
a publication of his, 59. 

Cot^deiuxy unsuspecting, m government, impertafiCe of ..it^ 
iii« 191. Confidence of mankindi how to be eecsured, 

;. vtii. 804. 

Connexions^ political, held honourable in the commonwealths 
of antiquity, ii, 3352. Observations on them, 3S^-6» 

Conquest cannot give a right to arbitirary power, xiiL 1^7. 

Conscience^ a tender .one ought to be tenderly httidled, %,Sh 

Constantine the Greats changes made by him in the interval 
policy of the Roman empire^ x. 341. 

Cofuiuniinople, anecdote of the Yisit of an Ei^Ush <MMiBtiy 
squire to, viii, 371. Anecdote of theOreei»4it the taking 
df it, ix. 107. 

Constituents, in England, more in the spirit Of the o<mstitutien 
to fessen than to enlar^ their naitiber» u. 135. Duty 
to their representatives, lii. 359*61. Compulsite instruc- 
tion from them first resisted by Mr. Bitfke» vi. 116. pMUti 
. in which they ane inconpetdat to give adyic0 ta^ their 
re^esentatives, x. 76. 

Constitutiont a change in it, an immense opemtidn, iL 1:36. 333. 
Only to be attenpted in tixnas t)f geiMal 'oe*fii^6R> 1^ 

No 
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No constitution can preserve it«elf» ix. lis. The whol^ 
scheme of the English constituticn is to prevent any one 
of its principles from going too far, vi: S58. Was not 
suddenly formed, a6i. Commendation of it by Mon- 
tesquieu, 263, 4. Only means of its subversion, what, 
vii. 275. Eulogy on it, v. 436. viii.49. x. 104. Danger 
of disgracing the frame and conatitution of the state, 
106, 7. 

dmHituiional Sodett/, what, v. 31. 

Cofi/f, de, Prince, observations on his conduct, vii. 157. 

Contrady an implied one always between the labourer and his 
employer, vii. 380. 

Contracting parties, not necessary that they should hav^ 
different interests, vii. 382. 

Control^ and exercise of authority, contradictory, vi. 204. 

Convccation of the clergy, though a part of the constitution, 
now called for form only, iii. 181. 

Conway^ General, moves the repeal of the American Stamp 
, Act, ii. 403- 405- 407* 

ComwalliSf Lord, extracts from the account of his trial, xiv. 
316* 

ComrDoUiSf Lord, his evidence at the trial of Warren Hastings, 
xvi. 369. 

Coronation Oath, observations on it, with respect to the 
Roman Catholicks, vi. 319-27. 

Corpora/^ bodies, importance of them, v. 286. 294. 

Corruption of nature and example, the only security against 
it, what, iii. 196, 7. 

Corruption in pecuniary matters, the suspicion of it how to be 
avoided, iv. 300. 

Coisim Ally Cawn, his character and conduct, xiii. 100. 

Country, love of, remarks on it, xv. 346. 

Credit and Power, incompatible, ii. 1 32. 

Crimes^ the acts of individuals not of denominations, iii. 418. 
According to the criminal law, what, ix. 373. 

CrowmeU, brief character of him, v. 102, 3. His conduct ia 
the appointment of judges, vi. 15, j 6. His conduct in 
government, 45. His government contrasted with that 
of Charles H. vii 196. 

CroUf the form of it not so grand in architecture as the 
parallelogram, i. • 1 83. 

Crofin, the influence of it, what, ii. 229. Inheritable nature 
of it, ▼. 59. Maintained at the Revolutien, 56. The 
only legitimate channel of communication with other 
ntions, vii. ^23. 

CfUi^f <M%in and progress of It, x. 420-2. 

Curfew, 
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CurfiWf the orlgid and poKcy of it, x. 402. 

Curioiittff the first and simplest ejnotion of the human mind, 

i 121. General observations oh it, 12^. 
Ciutotn, observations on it, i. 221. Not the cause of pleasure, 

222. 

CypruSf account of the conquest of it by Richard 1. x. 492, 



D. 

Dan^ and pain, with certain modifications, delightful, i. 1 34. 
The sense of it an attendant of the sublime, 158. The 
danger of any thing very dear to us, removes all other 
affections from the mind, vi. 1 15. 

DarknesSy terrible in its own nature, i. 278. Why? 279, 
Mr. Locke's opinion concerning it, considered, 276'. 
Darkness and gloom necessary to the sublime in bujld« 
ing, 192. More productive of sublhne ideas than Hght, 
191. 

Davis, Sir John, his statement of the policy of the Engli$h 
government with regard to Ireland, iii. 82, vi. 336. 

Day, not so sublime as night, i. 193. 

Deii Sing, his character, xiii. 299-302. 

Debt, interest of, the only thing that can distress a nation^ 
ii. 84. 

Debts, civil, faults of the law with regard to them, iii. 376, 
Observations on publick debts, v. 281. 

Decfitful men can never repent, vi. 10. 

Declaration of Right, contains the principles of the Revolu- 
tion of 1688, V. 50. Framed by Lord Somers, 53. Pro- 
ceeds upon the principle of reference to antiquity, 75-8, 

Defensive measures, though vigorous at first, relax by de- 
grees, vii. 57. Necessary considerations with regard to 
them, ix. 111. 

Definitions, frequently fallacious, i. 97. 

Deformity not opposed to beauty, but to complete, common 
Jorm, i. 220. 

Deity, idea of power the most striking of his attributes, 1. 174, 

Delamere, Lord, extract from the account of his iri^l, xiv. 318. 

Delight, what, i. 129. How derived from terror, 263, Com- 
' pared with pleasure, 128. Derived sometimes from the 
misfortunes of others, 142. The attendant of every pas- 
sion which animates us to any active purpose, 143. 

Democracy, no example in modern times of a considerable 
one, V. 230. An absolute one, not to be reckoned amonr 
the legitimate forms of government, 230, i. Aristotle^ 
observation on the resc^lance between a deiactoac/ 

and 
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and ft tyranny, 231. Vice of the ancient democrai^fe^, 

▼. 370. The JToodful nurse of ambitipn, vi. 804« 
Departments in France, origin of them, v. 313. 
Depth has a grander efiect than height, i. 179. 
Description^ verbal, a means of raising a stronger emotion than 

painting, i. 162. 
Desirable thmgs, always practicable, iii. 343. 
Despotism, nature of it, 11. 231. xiii. 166-8. 
D^ Espreminely the illustriouf French magistrate, murdered 

oy the revolutionists, ix. 38. 
Dialogue^ advantages and disadvantages of it as a mode t>f 

argumentation, ix, 165, 6. 
.Di^erence in taste, commonly so called, whence, i. 107, 8. 
D^cuLty^ a source of greatness in taste, i. 1 87. Difficulty 

in morals, importance and advantage of it, v. 301, tz. 
Dignity national, no standard for rating the conditions of 

peace, viii. 107. 
Dimension, greatness of, it powerful cause of the sublime, 

i. 179. Necessary to the sublime in building, 185. But 

incompatible with beauty* 297. 
Dinagepore, Rajah of, account of him, xvi. 318. 
Diogenesy anecdote of him, vi. 73, 4. 
Directory y the, by whom settled, x. 14. B^«ct^ at the 

BevolutioD, ibid. 
Disappointment, what, i. 130. 
^ DiscpntMsds^" thp^ght# ^ the ^ause of the prese&t, ii. 21|. 

Produced by a system of favouritism, 259. 
Discretion^ Lord Coke'a remark on it, vi. 359* 
J)iscreHonury powers of the monarch should be exercisai 

upon publick principles, ii. 260. 
Discrimination^ a coarse one, the greatest enemy to accuracy 

of JAidgment, vii. 388. 
JHueniers^ observations on the Test Act against them, vi. 325. 
' Distress^ great, never teaches wise lessons to mankind, vi. 12. 
Distrust, advantages of it, vii. 166. 
Disunion in Government, mischief of U, iL 204. 
Divorce, observations on, viii. 176. 
Doomsday Book, origin and nature of it, x. 402. 
^Double Cabinet^'* what, iL 232. Kature and design of it, 

240. Miscbievpus conduct of it, 271. How recoromeodad 

at court, 279. Its operation upon Pariiamenx, 2B6. Sin- 
gular doctdne propagated by i^ 349. 
Drama, hints for an essay on it, x. 147. 
Drammtic writings difficu^y of it, x. 147. Origin of it, 152, |. 
JOruidSf some aocount of their origin and ch^acter,.x^ 186. 
,' . . The opinion that their religion was founded on the unity 
. «ftfae Godhead, confiited, 498. 
i. J Dryden, 
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Dfyden^ his translation of a passage in Virgil, viii. 376. 
Dm Bos, his erroneous theory respecting the effect of paint * 

ing, on the passions, i. 1 63. 
Dupin, M. iU la Tour, his account of the state of the army 

in France, v. 375. 
Dunkirk, demolition of, ii. 1 87. 
Dunning, Mr. brief character of him, iii. 394. 
Durham, county palatine of, misgoverned until the reign of 

Charles II. iii. 80. 
Dirfy, people do not fike to be told of it, vi. 202. Dependent 

on the will, 304. Determined by our lot in life, iv. 44. 

308. Effectual execution of it, how to be secured, 

iii. 338, 



Ead India Company, origin of it, xiii. 36. System of its 
senrice, 39. A fundamental part of their constitution^ 
that the whole shall be a written government, 53. Two 
sources of its power, 33. Its negotiations with govern- 
ment, ii. 135. Observations on their charter, iv. 9. Ex- 
tent and population of their possessions, 16-19. ^b" 
servations on their conduct, 30. Their treatment of the 
nations indirectly subject to their authority, 44. 85. 
Concise view of the proceedings of the House of Com- 
mons relative to them, 159-181. 

Easi Indies, origin of the extensive British possessions there, 
iv. 161, note. 

Easter, whence the name derived, x. 361. Disputes about 
the time of celebrating it, promote the study of astro- 
nomy, 379. 

Ecclesiastical establishment in England, observations on it, 
V. 190-6. 

Ecclesiastical investitures, origin and nature of them, x. 437. 

Economy and war not easily reconciled, ii. 59. Difficulty of 
attempting a plan of it, iii. 333-36. Admirable system of 
it, in France, by Necker, 338-44. Rules for a proper 
plan of it, 355-7. Things prescribed by the principles 
of radical economy, 385. Political economy had its ori- 
gin in England, viii. 37. Description of real economy, 
30, 1. 

Education, effect of it on the colonists in America, iii. 54. 
Description of a good one, vi. 30. xvi, 268. 

Edward the Confessor, his character and conduct, x. 310. 

Election, popular, of magistrates, importance of it, ii. 363. 
Vol. XVI, F » Right 
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Right of, Tvhat, 304. Mischief of a frequent election, 
319. X. 77. The charge of it, an important considera- 
tion, 80-3. 

Elizabeth, sister of Louis XVI. murdered by the French regi- 
cides, ix. 40. 

Empires, do not fall by their own weight, ix. 23. 

Emphyteusis of the Romans, nature of it, ix. 390. 

England, its constant policy with regard to France, vii. 109, 
10. Eulogy on its constitution, viii. 49. Will always 
take the greatest share in any confederacy against France, 
vii. 109. viii. 91, 2. Natural representation of the peo- 
ple, what it is, 141. Nature of its monarchy, iii. 257-9. 

Enmity, when avowed is always felt, ix. 59. 

Enthusiasm, excited by other causes besides religion, viii. 237. 

Eostre, a goddess worshipped by the Saxons, x. 260. 

Epicureans, tolerated by the rest of the Heathen world, 
x, 32, 3. Their system of phj'sics, the most rational of 
antiquity, x. 378. Why discredited, ibid* 

.E(juity, criminal, a monster in jurisprudence, ii. 297. 

Established Religion of the State, has often torn to pieces 
the civil establishment, ix. 395. Method adopted by the 
constitution respecting those publick teachers, who are 
to receive the support of the state, x. 1 3. 

• Established Church, ought to be defended, x. 37, 8. 

'Establishment, legal, grounds of a legislative alteration of it, 
X. 10. 

Etiquette, advantages of it, viii. 329. 

Europe, general division of it, previous to the universal diffu- 
sion of the Roman power, x. 165. The original inha- 
bitants of Greece and Italy of the same race with the 
people of Northern Europe, 167. View of the state of 
Europe at the time of the Norman invasion, 369. 

Evidence, circumstantial, remarks on it, xiv. 397. 

Example, the only argument of effect in civil life, ii. 296. 
The only security against a corrupt one, what, iii. 196, 7. 
The school of mankind, ii. 205. viii. 197. 

Executions, publick, observations on them, ix. 268. 

Exercise, necessary to the finer organs, i. 265. 

Expression, a clear one different from a strong one, i. 320, 1 . 
Eye, the, when beautiful, i. 244. 

Eyre, Sir Robert, (Solicitor General) extract from his speech 
at the trial of Dr. Saeheverel, vi. 170. 
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F. 



Factions^ ought to be suppressed by government, x. 45. 

Farne^ a passion for it, the instinct of all great souls, li. 4a4. 
The separation of it fVom Tirtue, a harsh divorce, iii. 203. 

Fanaticwny epidemical, mischievous tendency of it, v. 378. 
May be caused as much by a theory concerning govern- 
ment, as by a dogma in religion, vi. 339. 

Farmer^ dangerous to try experiments on him, vii. 393. 
Amount of his usual profits, what, ibid. Difficulty of his 
tasjc. 395-399- 

Favouritism, a system of, at variance with the plan of the 
legislature, ii. 360. 

Fear, cause of it, i. 259. Early and provident fear the mother 
of safety, X. 53. 

Fedingf the beautiful in it, what, i. 347. 

FemaU sex, the moral sensibility more acute in them than in 
men, xvi. 117. 

Finance^ new projects o^^ proceedings of men of sense with 
respect to them, ii. 131. 

Finances^ importance of them to a state, and difficulty of 
managinff them, v. 403-5. Three standards to judge of 
the condition of a state with regard to them, ii. 84. Ad- 
mirable management of the French finances, iii. 238-45. 

Financier^ duty of a judicious one in framing a plan of eco- 
nomy, ii. 108, And in securing a revenue, v. 405. 431. 

jFire, why worshipped by the Druids, x. 194. 

Firmness a virtue only when it accompanies the most perfect 
wisdom, ii. 224. 

FitnesSy not the cause of beauty, i. 233. The real effects of it, 
227. 

Flattery y why so prevalent, i. 149. 

Fiorenccy the republick of, how originated, x. 375. 

Force, its great and acknowledged effect and reputation not 
impaired by an unwillingness to exert itself, iii. 34. Use 
of it temporary, uncertain, and hurtful to the object 
which it is designed to preserve, 47. 

Forest Lands, proposal to Parliament concerning them, iii. 

272-4. 

Foster, Judge, extract from his discourses, xiv. 313. 

Fox, (Mr.) Mr. Burke*s panegyric of him,iv. 129. Mr. Burke 
reluctantly dissents from his opinion concerning France, 
V. 10. Animadversion on his commendations of the 
French Revolution, vi. 92. vii. 223. Tolitical principle 
maintained by him, vii. 247. His conduct contrasted 
with that of Mr. Pitt, 289. 

F F 2 Francey 



Digitized by 



Google 



436 INDEX. 

FranUy prosperous state of it before the Revolution, viii. 81. 
From its vicinity, always has been and always must be 
an object of our vigilance with regard to its power or 
example, v. 7. Barbarous treatment suffered by the King . 
and Queen at the Revolution, 138-146. Apostrophe to 
the Queen, 149. Chivalry of France extinguished by 
the Revolution, ibid. Remarks on its population, 335. 
Brief review of its condition before the Revolution, 235- 
243. Degraded office to which the King was appointed . 
by the Revolutionists, 355-8. vi. aa-6. vii. ^. State of 
things there during the Revolution, vi. 85. Character 
of tlie King*s brothers, vii. 149. The liberties of Europe . 
dependent on its being a great and preponderating 
power, 180. Observations on the sufferings of tlie Queen, . 
IX. 39. Character of the aristocracy be&re the Revolu- 
tion, v. 251-3. ix 38. 
French monied interests at variance with the landed interests, . 
v. 206. Literary cabal, their plan for the destruction of 
Christianity, 207-270, 1. Frenchmen naturally more 
intense in their application than Englislimen, vi. 67. 
Mischievous consequences of this, ibid, French etni- . 
grants in England, capable of being serviceable in re- 
storing the monarchy to France, viL 146. 
French Revolution, characterized as one of doctrine and theO" 

retickdogmafYiu 1^, Its fundamental principle, 18. 
French Directory, the, characters of the members of it, viii. 
346. Their conduct to the foreign ambassadors, ix. 48. 
Franc^u^ and office, difference between them, vi. 311. Effect 

of separating property from it, 315. 
Franklin, Doctor, conjectures on his visit to Paris, ix. 163. 
Freedom, the great contests for it in England, chiefly on the 
question of taxation, iii. 50. But m the ancient com- 
monwealths, chiefly on the rigln H)f election of maguf- 
t rates, or on the balance among the several orders of the. 
state, ibid. Character of civil freedom, 184, 5. Our best 
securities for it obtained from princes who were even 
warlike or prodigal, ix. 33. 
^* Friends of the People," origin and proceedings of the dob . 

so called, vii. 229. A seditious petition or theirs, 273. 
" Friends of the liberty of the Press," a club formed under 
the auspices of Mr. Fox, vii. 239. Origin and character 
of it, Ibid. 
Frugality, founded on the principle that all riches have limits, 
iii. 282 
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G. 



Gaming, the passion for it» inherent in human nature, iii. 263. 
A general spirit of it encouraged by the Revolutionists 
in France, v. 345. Not unpleasant, vi. is. They who 
are under its influence, treat their fortunes lightly, 354. 

Garrick, an anecdote of hira, ix. 47. 

Gauhy their early incursions into Greece and Italy, x. 168. 
Reduced at last under the Romans by Caius Ccesar, 169. 
Policy* of CsMar with regard to them, 1 70. 

Geneva, difficulty it has to contend with, vii. 402. 

Genoa, republick of, how originated, x. 375. 

Gentoos, the original inhabitants of Hindostan, xiii. 63-73. 
Distribution of the people, 67. Origin and character 
of their laws, 200. Extracts from Halhed's translation 
of them, XV. 67. 

Gentoo Law, the primaeval law of India, xv. 67. 

George II., his character, ii, 243. 

George III., state of the nation, and proceedings of govern- 
ment, at his accession, ii. 235. 

Germanick Custumary, the source of the polity of every 
country in Europe, viii. 182. 

Germans, of Scythian original, x. 363. Brief account of their 
manners and institutions, 328. 

Germanyi, how likely to be affected by the Revolution in 
France, vii. 25. The outlines of tlie constitution of Eng- 
land originated there, x. 328. 9. 

Ghinges Khan, observations on his code, xv. 73. 

Gt^tf/^ar, importance of it to England, vii. 91. 

Glastonbury Abbey, its extraordinary wealth and splendour, 
X. 270. 

Go-betweens, what, vi. 236. The world governed by them, ibid. 

Good fame, of every man, ought to be protected by the 
laws, X. 215, 16. 

Gothick curtunuiry, the source of the polity of all the nations 
in Europe, viii. 182. 

Government, forms of a free one not altogether incompatible 
with the ends of an arbitrary one, li. 229. Project of 
government devised in the court of Frederick Prince of 
Wales, ii. 232. Considered, 1236, 7. Nature and design 
of it, 248. Name of it, 256. Important ends of a mixed 
government, 260. viii. 367. x. 73. Folly of hazarding 
plans of government, except from a seat of authority, 
lii. 29. Government, a practical thing, iii. 1 82-4. v. 1 226. 
Charactei^ of a free one, iii. 183. An eminent criterion 
» F 3 of 



Digitized by 



Google 



438 INDEX. 

of a wise one, 346. Reform in it should be early and 
temperate, iii. 247, 8. Without means of some change, 
is witliout tlie means of its dooservation, v. 59. D^- 
culty of framing a free one, 434* The particular form 
of it to be determined by the circucpstances and habits 
of a country, vi. 139. A theory conoerning it may be 
the cause of fanaticism as much as a dogma in religion, 
339. The est^Ii^hment of one, a ditBcult undertaking 
for foreign powers to act in as principals, viL is& Not 
subject to the laws that regulate the duration of indivi- 
duals, 366. viii. 78, 9. Restraint, the great purpose ef 
it, vii. 375. viii. 23, 24. Policy of it in times of scarcity, 
vii. 403, 4. Important problem concerning it, 416. Pe- 
rishes only through its own weakness, 419. Impossible, 
without property, viii. 255, 6. Ought to attend much 
to opinions, x. 43. Stands on opinion, 93. 

Gracej acts of, impolicy of them, iii. 378, 9. 

Graee/idness, an idea belonging to posture and motion^ i. 246. 

Granaries, publick, danger of erecting them, vii. 400. Only 
fit for a state too small for agriculture, 402. 

Grand Seignior, the, not an arbitrary monarch, xiii. 177. 

Great personages, wisely provided that we should interest 
ourselves m their fate, xv, 197. Always made the ob- 
jects of tragedy, ibid. 

Greece, its original inhabitants of the same race as the people 
of northern Europe, x. 167. Situation of it from a 
remote period, 168. 

Greek Church, character of its clergy, vi. 285. 

Green Cloth, court of, its origin, iii. 277. 

Grenville, Mr. character of htm, ii. 389. 

Grenville, Lord, eulogy of hhn, viii. 4. 

Grief, nature of it, i. 130. 

Gvienne, William, Ehike of, engages in the Crusade, x. 426. 

Gidlt, when gigantic, often overpowers our ideas of justice, 
vii. 194. Expedients for concealing it, frequently the 
cause of its detection, xiii. 275. Is never wise, 274, 5. 
XV. 136. 

H. 

<' Habeas Corpus,*' remarks upon the suspension of it, iii. 
1469. 

Habit and use, not tbe causes of pleasure, i. 222. 

Male, Sir Mattkeoi, Cromwell's declaration to him wlien he 
appointed him judge, vi. 15, 16. Defect in his history 
of the Common Laur, x. 551. Causes of it, ibid, 

Hallied's 
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Halhed*i translation of the Gentoo Code, remarks on it, 

XV. 67. 
Nallmotey or Court Baron, what, x. 339. 
Hannay^ Colonel, his character and conduct, xv. 341. 
Happiness^ civil, what, vii. 378. 
Haraxvickey Lord, his declaration on rules of evidence, xiv. 

377-9. 

Harrington, his opinion on the government of a state without 
property, viii. 256. 

HattingSy Mr. Articles of charge against him presented to 
the House of Commons, 1786, xi. 370. xii. 321. Appen- 
dix to the viiith and xvith Charges, xii. 321-328. 
Speeches of Mr. Burke on the Impeachment of him, 
xiii. i. — xiv. 281. Report from the Committee, on inspec- 
tion of the Lords* Journals, in relation to tlieir proceed- 
ings on his trial, with the Appendix, 281. His conduce 
in the treaty with the Mahrattas, iv. 30. His treatment 
of the Nabob of Oude,46. His treatment of the Be- 
gums, 57. 69-73. Arrests the Kajah of Benares, xi. 41 1 . 
Gives orders for the seizure of the treasures of the Beguitis, 
448. Authorizes the Nabob of Oude to seize upon, and 
confiscate to his own profit, the landed estates of his pa- 
rents, kindred, and principal nobility, 455. Endeavours to 
stifle an enquiry into his proceedings, xii. 68, 9. Regula- 
tions of the East India Company with respect to the viola- 
tion o£ their orders by Mr. Hastings, 119. His conduct 
with regard to the allowance to Sir Eyre Coote, 129. 
And to Brigadier General Stibbert, 130, 1. And to Sir 
John Day, 133, 4- And to the government of Fort 
William, 135, 6. And with regard to the supply of 
grain at Fort St. George, 1 38. Chaiged with the vio- 
lation of the orders of the Eai^t India Company, in the 
case of Munny Begum, 145. And of the Phousdar of 
Houghly, 147. And in the case of money which he 
admitted he had privately received, 157. Tenders his 
resignation, by Mr. Lauchlin Maclaine, 1G7. Edward 
Wheler, esq. is appointed in his room, 168, 9. Mr. H. 
denies that his office is vacated, 170. General Clavering 
presides in Council as Governor General of Bengal, 
on the presumed resignation of Mr. H. 170. His irre- 
gukrr proceedings subsequent to his resignation, 171. 
Decision of the Judges on the proceedings of General 
Clavering, 1 73. His conduct with regard to the Sur- 
geon General, 189. And to Archibald Frazer> esq. 190. 
Hd appoirits R. .?< Sullivan to the office of Resident at 
the Durbar of the Na.bob of Arcot, 203. Recommends a 
F F 4 treaty 
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treaty with the Uanna of Gohud, ^05. His coiHloct 
with regard to the landed estates of Bengal, 2 1 3. Per- 
mits his own Banyan to hold farms to a large amount 
in difierent districts, in violation of his own regulations, 
a 17. Changes the system of the collection of die pub- 
lick revenue, and the administration of civil and crimi-* 
nal justice, by provincial councils, throughout the pro- 
vinces, 924. Refuses to relieve the distress of the 
Nabob of Oude, 239. Illegally assumes the del^ation 
of the whole functions of the Council, for the purpose of 
entering into a treaty with the Nabob of Arcot, S47, 8. 
Unnecessarily burdens the Nabob of Oude with the 
roauitenance of troops, to the destruction of British dis- 
cipline, by diffusing among them a general spirit of pecu- 
lation, 353. Receives unlawful presents from, and makes 
unjustifiable demands on the Nabob of Oude, S54. Urges 
the capital punishment of Almas Alt Kh^, on his simple 
allegation of offences, 310. Establishes in the govern- 
ment a system of disreputable and ruinous interference, 
333. Attempts to abandon the British army to the dis* 
cretion of the Nabob of Oude, 328. Gives order for 
the imprisonment of Mahomet Reza Kh^, without proofs 
of his guilt, 349. Appoints Munny Begum to be guar- 
dian to the Nabob of Bengal, 355. Endeavours to 
aggrandize the power of the Mahrattas, 37)2-405. . The 
Mogul delivered up to them, through his instrumen- 
tality, 379. He libels and asperses the Court of Direc- 
tors, 405. Forces the Mahrattas into a war, by re- 
peatedly invading their country, 418. Concludes a 
dishonourable treaty of perpetual alliance with them, 
439. His conduct with regard to the rights of Fyzoola 
Kh4n, 455. 464. Demands five thousand horse from 
Fyzoola Kh4n, 481. His conduct with regard to the 
treaty of Chunar, 493. Consequences of the treaty, 499. 
Confiscates the estates of the nobility of Bengal, xiii. 
330. Appoints Grunga Goviu Sing to receive presents 
and corrupt bribes, 983, Throws off" his responsibility, 
by delegating his power to a nominal council, 341. Pro- 
ceeds to Benares with an illegal commission, xv. 147. 
His treatment of the women and children of the Rajah 
Sujah ul Dowlab, xvi. 90. Effect of hn conduct on the 
revenues and prosperity of the province of Oude, 141 , ?• 
Nature of the government exercised by him in Baagal, 
174, 5. His conduct in the cqppointmcnt of a successor 
toMcJiroed Reza Khftn, 186. And with regard to the 

article 
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' article of contracts, 290. Charged with taking a bribe 
of £. 100,000 from the Nabob of Oude, 325, 6, Violates 
the treaty of Poninda, 400. 

HawUt^ Sir John, extract from his speech at the trial of 
Doctor Sacheverel, vi. 154-167. - 

Height, less grand than depth, i. 179. 

Hdvetii^ remarkable emigration of them related by Ciesar^ 
X. i8fl. 

Henry h of England, brief account of his reign, x. 428. 

Henry II. of England, brief account of his reign, x. 451. 

Henry IV, of England, his conduct relative to the duchjr 
and county palatine of Lancaster, iii. 267. 

Henry IV. of trance, brief character of him, v. 249, 50. 

Hiti or Columkill, brief account of it, x. 276. 

Hindostan, eras in its history, xiiL 75. 

Hindd Religion, its tendency, xiii. 70. Hind6 polity de* 
stroyed by Mr. Hastings, 85. 

History, moral lessons to be drawn from it, v. 257, 8. 361, s. 
' yiu 196 Caution with regard to the study of it, 198, 9. 

HobbeSf a remark of his on war, i. 1 7. 

HoUandy Sir JoAn, extract from his speech at the trial of 
Doctor Sacheverel, vi. 180. 

Hoiy Land, view of the condition of it at the commence- 
ment of the third crusade, x* 490. 

Homer, his art in framing similitudes, i. 107. A simile from 
the Iliad, 127. His representation of discord, obscure 
and magnificent, 167. No instance, in the Iliad, of the 
fall of any man remarkable for great strength touches 
us with pity, S98. Has given to the Trojans more of 
the amiable and social virtues than to the Greeks, ibid. 
The passion he desires to raise with regard to the Trojans, 
is pity ; admiration, with i-egard to the Greeks, 298, 299. 
His masterly representation of the grief of Priam at the 
death of Hector, vi. 1 15. Observation on his represen* 
tation of the ghosts of heroes at the sacrifices of Ulysses, 
X. 193. His works first introduced into England by 
Theodorus, Archbishop of Canterbury, 275. 

Honest men, no safety for them but by believing evil of evil 
men, vi. 9. 

Horace, the truth of an assertion in his Art of Poetry, dis- 
cussed, i. 163. A passage from him in confirmation of 
Mr. Burke's theory of the Sublime, 175. 

Household, The Uoyal, has strong traces oi feudality^ iii. 276. 

House of Lords, see Lords. 

House of Commons, see Commons. 

Howard, the Philanthropist, his character, iii, 380. 

Hudibras, 
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Hudtbroi, humorous lines from, applicable to the modem 
whigs, vi. 185. 

Hume, Mr. his account of the secret of Rousseau's principles of 
composition, v. 308. His remarks on John Ball, vii. 58. 

Humility y true, the basis of the Christian system, vi. 31. Hu- 
manity cannot be degraded by it^ viii. loa. 

Husbandry^ classification of labourers in, vii. 388. 

Htfder Alt Khan (Chief of the Western Division of th^ Car- 
natic)* scheme of the creditors of the Nabob of Arcot, to 
expel him from his territory, iv. 258. Dreadful devas- 
tation caused by him in the plains of the Camatic, S594 

Hypathra of the Greeks, what, x. 200, i. 



/magfinoh'oit, what, i. 104. No bounds to men's passions when 

they are influenced by it, vi. 339. 
Imitation, one of the passions belongrog to society, i« 147. 

Its source and use, ilnd. 
In^femhmenty the great guardian of the purily of the consti- 
tution, ii. 292. 
hnpegt Sir Elijah, order to seize the treasures of the Begums, 

carried by him, xv. 415, 16. 
Indiciium, the natural accomplice of violence, vi. 237. 
Indemnification, one of the requisites of a good peace, ii. 39. 
Indemnity, Acts of, prd>able e£fects of them as meims of 

reconciling France to a monarchy, vii. 1 87. 
Independenee of mind, always more or less influenced by 

independence of fortune, x. 81 . 
India, people of, classification of, xiit. 62, 3, xv. 67. 
Indifftrence, pleasure, and pain, three states of the mind, 

i. 123. 
Indolence, the prevailing characteristic of the fashionable class 

of mankind, x. 150. 
Industry, danger of discouraging ii, ix. 388, 9^ 
Infinite, artificial, consists ef succession and unifonmty of 

partr, u 182. 276. 
Infinity, an approach towards it, a source of the sublime, 

i. 166. 180. In pleasing objects, a cause of pleasure, 186. 
Infiuettce ai the Crown, operation of it, ii. 229. 
Inheritance, excdlency of the principle of it in the British 

coostbutioD, V. 78«dt. 
Injury, is quick and rapid, justice is slow, xiii. 405, &, xv. ^ 
Innocence, contrasted with guilt, xtVu 55, 56. 
Insolvency, who ought to mSet in a caM of, v. 212. 

Institutions 
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IhsiitutianSf ancient judicial ones in England, intended to 
retard the headlong course of violence and oppression, 
iii. 140. Soundness of the materials, of more importance 
than the fashion of the work, in political institutions, 
vii. 361. Not subject to the laws that regulate the dura- 
tion of individuals, 366. How to be established, 367, 8. 
Benefits of them, x. i6. 

Interest of a debt, the only thing that can distress a nation, .. 
ii. 84. 

Intolerance^ mischief of it, x. 35. 

Ireland^ danger of a proposed tax upon it, ii. 1 1 3. Early and 
uninterrupted participation in the laws and institutions 
of England, iii. 82. Two letters to the merchants of 
Bristol, relative to the trade of Ireland, 207. Mr. Burke's 
defence of his conduct with r^^rd to it, 367. Recent 
plan for the government of Ireland, vi. 288. The true 
revolution there, when, 339. State of religion there 
before the grant of Pope Adrian, ix. 376, Nature of 
the grant, 377, Importance of Ireland to Great Britain, 
459> ^' Reduction of it by Henry II. 470. Previous 
condition of it, 47 1 . Nature of the country, ibid. Mo- 
tives which led Adrian IV. to commission Henry II. to 
reduce it, 474. The English laws said to be established 
there in the reign of John, 518. 

Irish Language, names of the letters of it taken from the 
names of several species of trees, x. 473. 

Isocraies, remark of his, in one of his. orations against the 
Sophists, i. 5. 

J/o/y, the original inhabitants of the same race as the peo- 
ple of northern Europe, x. 167. Its situation from a 
remote period, 168. 

J- 

Jaghi¥esy Indian, nature of them, xv. 385, 6. 

Jacobinism by establishment^ what, viii. 1 70* 

Jacobins^ their character, vii. 159. ix. 404. Their oliject, vii. 

263. 
Jacquvicy in France, insurrection and subjugation oi it, vi. 219. 
JckyU Sir Joseph, extract from his speech at the trial of 

Dr. Sacheverel, vi. 160-3. 168. 175. His character, 159. 
«/eti», a source of great revenue to William the Conqueror, 

x-399- 

Johy a passage in that book amazingly sublime, i. 166. The 
noble descriptiOB of the war-horse, 170. And of the 
wild ass, 171. And of the unicorn and leviathan, Md. 

John, King of England, brief account of his reign, x. 503. 

Judgment 
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Ju^ghunt and Wit, difference between tliem, i. 106. Ouglit 
to regulate the reports of the senses, iv. 200, 1, A 
coarse discrimination the greatest enemy to an accurate 
judgment, vii. 388. 

Judge, duty of one, xiv. 411. Judges ought to be the last 
to feel the necessities oi the state, iii. 336. 

Juries^ not an institution suddenly formed, x. 120. Not 
instituted bjr Alfred, note, 294. 

Juridical act diflPerent from a legistive one, x G6. 

Jurispnidtnce, nature and importance of the science, v. 1 81, 2. 
Character of it in France, viii, 168. State of the study 
of it in England, x. 551. Whole frame of it altered 
since the Conquest, 553. 

Justice is slow, injury quick and rapid, xiii. 405, 6. xv. 33. 
General observations on it, xvi. 415-17. 

K. 

Keppeiy Lord, character of him, viii. 64. 

Khan, Gkinges, observations on his code, xv. 73. 

Kilkenny, statutes of, prove the ancient existence of the spirit 

of the Popery laws, vi. 336. 
King, the things in which he has an individual concern, ii. 

279. Nature of his office, v. 357. His extensive power, 

vi. 62. 
AVw^*, naturally lovers of low company, iii. 318. In what 

sense the servants of the people, v. 71. 
" Kings Men,** or ** King's Friends," character of the court 

corporation so called, ii. 237-256. 
Knight-errantxy, origin of it, x. 44(5. 



Labour, necessary, why, i. 264. Called by the ancients in- 
strumentum vocale, vii. 383. Is that on which a man 1% 
most to rely for the repayment of his capital, ibid. An- 
cient classification of it, ibid. 

Labourer, and employer, an implied contract always between 
tliem, vii. 380. His first and fundamental interest, what, 
384. 

Labouring poor, impropriety of the expression, vii. 377. viii. 
368. 

Lacedemonians, at the head of the aristocratic interests of 
Greece, vii. 17. 

La Fontaine has not an original story, x. 147. 

Lancaster, duchy and county palatine of, conduct of Henry 
IV. relative to them, iii. 267. 

Lahcfranc, 
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Lancfranc^ character of him, x. 416. 

Landed interests, conduct of the French Republick with 
regard to them, vii. 19. Landed property the firm basis 
of every stable government, viii. 400. Landed estates of 
the Crown, remarks on, iii. 271. 
Landisfam, brief account of it, x. 2yG. 
Langton, Stephen^ his appointment to the See of Canterbury 
through the influence of the Pope, x. 516. 521. Oath, 
administered by him to John on his absolution, 525. 
Laiofid enjoyment, the surest method to prevent unlawful 

gratification, vi. 315. 
Laxo, remarks on the study of it, ii. 380. 
LaxvSy Missisippi scheme, character of it, v. 427. 
Laxos of England, essay towards the history of them, x. 549. 
LatoSf can reach but a little way, ii. 260. Their severity 
tempered by trial by jury, 297. Superseded by occasions 
of public necessity, iii. 308. 9. Bad ones the worst sort 
of tyranny, iii. 390. Cannot wholly influence manners, 
vii. 417. Civil laws not all merely positive, viii. 185. 
Two thincs necessary to the solid establishment of them^ 
ix. 350. Equity and utility, the two foundations of them, 
353. Ought to be in unison with maitners, x. 27. Written 
in England, in the native language until the Norman 
conquest, 557. Written in other northern nations in 
Latin, ibid. Reason of this difference, ibid. 
Laws of Canute the Great, remarks on them, x. 560. Review 
of the sanctions of the ancient Saxon laws, 561. Sources 
of them, 564. 
Laws , Mahometan, sources of them, xiii. 197. 

Gentoo, sources of them, xiii. 200. 

<* Law of neighbourhood,'* what, viii. 185. 
'* Law Suii" observations on that Comedy, x. 156. 
Learning an attention to it necessary to Christianity, x. 
271, 2. Contributed, in the early ages, to the Influence 
ofthe clergy, 457, 8. 
Lechmercy Mr. extract from his speech at the trial of Dr. 

Sacheverel, vi. 149. 
Legislative right, not to be exercised without regard to the 
general opinion of those who are to be ffoverned, iii. 179. 
A legislative act different from a juridical one, x. QQ. 
LegidatioUy important problem in it, vii. 416. 
Legislators^ bound only by the great principles of reason and 
equity, and the general sense of mankind, iii. 144, 5. 
Character of a wise legislator, v. 305. His duties, vii. 
416. ix. 348. The mode of proceeding ofthe ancient 
legislators, v. 330. 

Legislature 
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Legislature J true end of it, what, iii, 180. v, 306. Rights of 

it, with regard to the succession of the crown, vi. 165. 
Ldand^ Doctor, his able refutation of infidelity, x. 36. 
Lengthy too great in buildings, prejudicial to grandeur of 

effect, i. 185. 
Lihely parts of it, what, x. 117. 
LibeUing, not the crime of an illiterate people, x. 114. 
Liberty and Commerce, the two main sources of power to 
Great Britain, iii. 7. Mistakes about liberty, 184,5. 
Cannot long exist where the people are generally cor- 
rupt, 201. Necessity of regulating it, v. 37. 433. How 
men are qualified for it, vi. 64. Mr. Burke's declaration 
of his ideas concerning it, 11 8. ix. 424. Difficulty of a 
contrivance fitted to unite publick and private liberty, 
vi. ^63. Review of the causes of the Revolution in 
favour of it in the reign of King John, x. J46. 
Light, produces an idea of greatness, i. 190. When exces- 
sive,, resembles darkness in its effects, 191. Light and 
riant colours unfavourable to the sublime, 194. 
Limerick, treaty of, observations on it, ix. 380. 
Liturgy of the Established Church, alteration in it, x. 14. 
Locke, Mr. an opinion of his concerning pleasure and pain, 
considered, i. 126. His opinion concerning darkness 
considered, 276. 
Longinus, a remark of his on the effect of sublime passages 

in the works of orators, and poets, i. 150. 
Lords, Douse of, affected alarm at a supposed intrenchment 
by it on the balcmce of the Constitution in the reign of 
George H. ii. 244. Influence of it, 245. Tlie feeblest 
part of the Constitution, vii. 275. 
Loudness, a source of the sublime, i. 194. 
Louis XIV. his conduct at the peace of Ryswick ; reason 
given by him for the revocation of the edict of Nantz, ix. 
358, 9. His dislike to his minister Louvois, v. 359. 
Louis XVI. barbarous treatment experienced by him at the 
Revolution, v. 138-148. vi. 22. Unjustly called an 
arbitrary monarch ; degraded office to which he was ap- 

?ointed by the revolutionists, ^55-8. vi. 22, 6, vii. 66, 
lot the first cause of the evils by which he suffered, 
His character, viii. 257. Character of his brothers, 
vii. 149. 
Love, its origin and nature, i. 151. vi. 37. The physical 
cause of it, what, 285. Observations on the love of parents 
to their children, xv. 346. And on the love of country, 
ibid. V. 100. 352. 

Lucretius, 
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Lucretius, passages from him, illustra^ve of the theory of the 

sublime, i. 175. 315, 
Luxury , some good coDsequeaces of it, ii. <i03. A tax o|i it, 

the only contribution that can be called voluntary, 

viii. 36ii, 

M- 

Machiavel, an observation of his on war, i. 1 7. A maxim of 
his, ix. 4a. 

fdadmen, singular fact concerning them accounted for, t. 18a. 

Magna Charta^ observations on it, v, 75. vi. 3«8. Origin 
and nature of it, x. 532-35. 

Mngnanimitif in politicks often the truest wisdom, iii. is6. 

Magnificence, a source of the sublime, i. 187. 

Magnitude^ in buildings necessary to tlie sublime, i. 185. 

Mahomet Rheza Khan, arrested by Mr. Hastings, xiii. 448. 
Mahometan government, character of it, xiii. 175,6. Pro- 
gress of the doctrioes of Mahomet in Hindostan, xiii. 76. 

Mahometan laws, sources of them, xiii. 197. xv. 78. 

Majority, in a commonwealth, what, v. 109. vi. 215, 16. 
Not true that in all contests the decision will be in their 
favour, X. 56. 

Malesherbesy murdered by the French revolutionbts, ix. 38. 

Malvoisins, what, x. 445. 

Man becomes, in his progress through life, a creature of 
habit and opmions, iii. 191. xvi. 117. 

Manifestoes, on what occasion commonly made, vii. lig. 
Matters usually contained in them, ibid, 

Manilla ransom, remarks on it, ii. 182. 

Manners, while they remain entire, correct the vices of law, 
iii. 152. Corrupted by civil wars, ibid. Maintained in 
Europe for ages by the spirit of nobility and of religion, 
V. 154» In Kngland, iiifluenced by France, 156. Had 
done alone in England what institutions and manners 
together had done m France, vii. 23. Statesmen ought 
to know what appertains to them, 417. Of more im- 
portance than law8> viii. 1 72. Laws ought to harmonrze 
with them. x. 27. 

'Mansfield, Lord, his declaration on rules of evidence, xiv. 
.385,6. 

Mara, an ancient Saxon goddess, x. 261. 
Maratta, invaded by the East India Company, iv.*28. Treaty 
with them, 30. 

Marriage^ importance of the Christian doctrine concerning 
it, viii. 174. Endeavours of the French National As- 
sembly 



Digitized by 



Google 



44^ INDEX. 

sembly to desecrate it, 175. Restraints upon it in the 
reign of King John, x. 536. 

Marriage Act^ principles upon which it is founded, x. 1 35. 

Mathemaiical and metaphysical reasoning different ^om 
mora], x. 74. 

Matrimony y its objects, x. 136. 

Mazaririf Cardinal, not loved by Louis XIV. t. 359. Say- 
ing of hb on settling the match between Louis XI V. 
and a daughter of Spain, ix. 14, 15. 

Mediterranean Sea, importance to England of keeping a 
strong naval force there, viii. 312. 

Meer Jqffier^ appointed Nabob of Bengal, xiii. 97. 

Merchants^ English, evidence given by them to Parliament, 
respecting America, ii. 171. 179. Qualities of them, 
what, iv. 95. 

MereUf not opposed to justice, vli. 193. ix. 277. Consists not 
m the weakness of the means, but in the benignity of 
the ends, ix. 182. 

Metaphysician^ nothing harder than the heart of a thorough 
ored one, viii. 56. 

Migration, in early times, caused by pasturage and hunting, 
X. 180. And by wars, 181. 

Militia^ probable origin of it, x. 485. 

Military life, observation on it, viii, 365. 

Military officer, the qualifications of an able one, viii. 369, 70. 

MiHon, his admirable description of Death, i. 161. His cele- 
brated portrait of Satan, 164. His fine description of 
the Deity, 191. Example from him of the beautiful in 
sounds, 250. Of noble painting, 319. 

Ministers^ conduct of several, during the French Revolution, 
vii. 62. British, to be controlled b^ the House of 
Commons, 285. Observations on their duty in giving 
information to the publick, ix. 7. 

Minority, advantages possessed by a discontented one over the 
majority, viii. 141, 2. 

Misletoe, why venerated by the Druids, x. 196. 

Modes of life, advantages of them, v. 283. Injustice of dis- 
turbing them, ilfidl 

Modesty, excellence of it, i. 232. vii. 371. Ought to be re- 
gulated, ibid, 

Mogul Empire, Charter granted by it to the East India 
Company, iv. 161, note. xiii. 22. 

Mogid, the Great, sold by the East India Company, iv. 22. 
Treat3r with him alWed to be broken by them, 27 
Conspiracy to murder his s<m, xiii. 109. 

Mohunf 
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Moktttif. Lord, extract from the account of bis trial, xir* 

Mana^ (the Island of Anglesea) the principal residence of the 

Druids in the beginning of the reign of Nero, x. 210/ 

Reduced by Suetonius Paulinus, 210, ii. 
Moral duties, not necessary that the reasons of the practice 

of them should be clear to all,.i. 7. 
Moftditv, a general one, always a time of remarkable 

wicKedness, x. 88. 
Monarchy^ preferred by Bolingbroke to other governments, 

y. 232* One of its characters) to have no local seat, 

vii. 151. 
Monasteries^ advantages of the early ones, v. 285, 6. x, 271. 
Money i the value of it how to be judged, viii. 352. 
Monied Con^panies, danfferous to tax great ones, ii. 133. 

Ought to be allowecf to set a value on Uieir money, viii. 

354- 

interests, when formidable to a government, v. 281, 2. 

Monk^ General, character of the army commanded by him, 
vi. 44. 

Monopoly of authority, an evil; of capital, a benefit, vii. 397. 

Montesquieu^ his remark on the legislators of antiquity, v. 
332. Character of him, vi. 263. His erroneous character 
of the people of India, xv. 67; 

Moral order of things, the view of great disasters in it 
attended with similar advantages to those which we 
derive from a contemplation of miracles in the physical, 
V. 157. Moral questions never abstract, x. 58. Moral 
reasoning different from mathematical, 74. 

Multitudes, shouting of a sreat one, a cause of the sublime, 
i. 195. A majority of the multitude, told by the head^ 
not the PEOPLE, vi, 210-216. 

Munny Begum, appointed by Mr. Hastings to succeed Ma- 
homet Rheza Khan, xvi. 195. 

Musickf observation concerning the beautiful in it, i. 250^ 

Mystery f in all matters of policy, infers a fraud, xvi. 6* 

N. 

Nabob of Areot (Mahomet Ali) the Subah ofDeccansold 
to him by the East India Company, iv. 25. Nature of 
his debts, 187. 209. 217. 

Nabob of Oude, treatment of him by the East India Com- 
p«ay, iv. 44. 

NantZf edict of, reason assigned by Louis XIV. for the re- 
vocation of it, ix. 259. Observations on it, 259, 60. 
Vol. xvi. G o Naples, 
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Naplee, how Kkely to be affetted by the R^tdhitloo i^ Ifrmlce^ 

▼ii. 35- 
Nation, state of it iti 1770, ii. 220. Speculatioki of the 

ministry on the cause of ll^ latsi. AtiittiadTeriidfU on 

them, 222. 
^ Nation f present State of the/' aniraadversions oh a pamphlet 

so called, ii. 9. Purpose of it, 11. 
National Assetnbly of France, corresponds with the Revo- 
lution Society of London, y. 32. Character of it, 102. 

2p7. Studies i*ecoittmended by it to the youth of 

France, ri. 30. Endeavours to imitate Rousseae, ibid. 
Natural power in man, the senses, the imaginatioh, and the 

judgment, i. 99. 
Nature, state o^ mconventeticies of it, i. il. 
■■ the social, impels a man to propagate bis pt'iaclplei, 

viii. 237. 
Navigation^ Act of, observations on it, ii. 144. 
Navy, the great danger Of economical experiments upon it, 

ii. 104. 
Necessity, invincible, remarks on it, viii. 348. 
Negro Slaves, remarks on all attempts to excite an insurrec^ 

tion among them by proclamation in the cohnies, ix« 

185. 
Ne^o Code, $ketch of it, ix. 285. 
Ne^hbourkood, law of, what, viii. 185-7. 
Newfoundland, view of the trade with it, ii. 72. 
Nevospapers, powerf\)l influence of them, in producing the 

Revolution in France, vii. 24. 
Nezxar, or Nez2eranah, what, xiii. 432. 
Night, a cause of the sublime, i. 160. 193. 
Norman conquest, extraordinary fiu^ility of it, x. 322. At- 
tempt to account for it, 323. The great era of the 

English laws, 565. 
Normandy, reunion of it to the crown of Fmnce, x. 512, 13. 
North, Lord, observations on his chawicter, viii. 14. ix. 943. 
Novelty, the first and simplest source of pleafinBure Vo the 

mind, i. 121. The danger of indulgmg a deshre for it 

in practical cases, vi. 92. 
iVundcomrr accuses Mr. Hastings of common, xiii. 242, 3. 
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Oaky the, why venerated by the Druids, x. igg. 

OtOhf The ooromMtioa, diservations on it nrhh teapBCt to lii6. 
Roman Catholicks, vi. 319. 

Oiaurityf geiieraUy necenary to produce an impretrion of 
terror or tobUmity, i. 260. Why more affecting than 
clearness, 164. 

Obstinacy^ though a great and very mischievous vice, closely 
allied to tl^ masculi&e virtues, ii. 434. 

Office^ men too much conversant in it, have rarely enlarged 
minds, ii. 39O4 

Offtcesy the meanest, why held in feudal times by considerable 
pensont, iii« 176. 

Ql^er^, military, nature of the fortitude requked of Ihem^ 
viii. 369, 70. ^ 

Opmimh popolar, an equivocal test of merit, viif. 16. ^ The 
generality of it not to be judged of by the iioiae of the 
acclamation, 141. Fublick opinliin the basis of aadiority^ 
iii. 179, ix. 178. X. 97. 

Ofimonsy men iropelled to propi^te tbeir own by the Social 
■ature, v£i. Q37. Frequently guide and direct the af- 
fections, 99Q;. X. 45. The most decided €fym stated 
in the ferm of questions, ix. 24. The interest and duty 
of goviemment to attend much to them, x. 45; 

Oppre$Hon, the poorest and most iUkeraite, proper judges of 
it, vi. 346. 

Oaranmey prinoe of, (afterwardB William III.) extracts from his 
Declaration, vi. 181. 

Ordealy porgdtiou by k, x. 354. 

Oude, extent and government of it, xv. 363. 

P. 

f^ahif pleasure, and indifference, the three states of (lie mind, 
i. 12(3. Di£fertQce between the removal of it and positive 
pleasure, 135« Cause q( it, 859. How a cause of 
delight, 263. 

Pab^y Thciuis, mmsAM oa his character, tx. 62, 3. x. 46& 

Paintii^ and Poetry^ when the pleasures arismg from either 
spnag frm the {^feasures of inutation, ai^ when from 
those of sympathy » i. 148. 

Panduhhy the Pope's legate, his politick dealing with king 
Jolm, X. 5^21. Parallel between his 4:9Dduct to king 
John, and that of the Bomaa Consuls to the Cartha- 
I in the last Punck war, 523. 

a 0,3 PapMi 



g*ized by Google 



45« INDEX. 

Papal pretensions, origin of them, x, 437, 8. 

Papal power, uniform steadiness of it in the pursuit of its 
ambitious projects, X. 518. 

Papal states, how likely to be affected by the Revolution in 
France, vii. 36, 

Parliament t remarks on it, iL 386, 7. F*ower of dissolving it, 
the most critical and delicate oi trusts vested hi the 
crown, iv. 15Q. Disadvantages of triennial parliamentSi. 
X. 81.9, 

Parliametit of France, character of it, v. 366, 7. Obser- 
yations on its subversion, xvi, 418. 

Parliamentary disorders, ideas for the cure of them, ii. 
318-24. 

Parsimonyy a leaning towards it in war may be the worst 
piana^ement, ii. 59. 

Party divisions inseparable from free government, ii. 9. 
Character of a party, 335. Mischievous tendency of 
Uiem, ix. 425. 

Passions^ all belong either to self-preservation or society, 
i. 132. Final cause of the difference between those that 
belong to self-preservation and those which regard the 
society of the sexes, 136. Those which belong to self- 
preservation turn upon pain and danger, 150. An in- 
dulgence of them mcompatible with freedom, vi. 64. 
Strong ones awaken the faculties, viiL 143. Do not 
always indicate an infirm judgment, 295. Passions 
which interest men in the characters of others, x. 151. 
Mere general truths interfere very little with them, ix. 
356. 

PaHurage and hunting weaken those ties which attach men 
to any particular habitation, x. 180. 

PauluSy observations of his on law, ix. 354. 

Peaee, requisites of a ^ood one, ii. 39. A judgment may be 
formed of what it is likely to be, from the steps that are 
made to bring it ahput, viii. 100. A good ground of it 
never laid until it has been nearly concluded, 110/ An 
arrangment of it in its nature a permanent settlement, 
221. 

People, accurate idea of the term, vi. 210. Danger of an 

abuse of it, vii. 127. Temper of them the chief study 

. . of a statesman, ii. 219. Not always blamable in time of 

fmblick disorders, 224. Generally fifty years behind- 
land in their politicks, 226. A connexion with their 
interests a necessary qualification of a mmister, 263. 
S^nse of them how to oe ascertained by the Kingf 267. 
Ought to have the power to protect their representi(stives, 

303. 
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303. Liberty cannot long exist where they are generally 
corrupt^ iil. 30i. People of England love a mitigated 
monarchy more than even a good republick, vi. 184. 
Danger of teaching them to disregard their mdral obli- 
gations to their governors, 302. The natural control on 
authority, 204. Dangerous tendency of a power capable 
of resisting even their erroneous choice of an object, ix. 
322. Points in which they are incompetent to give 
advice to their representatives, z. 75, 6. 

■Penal statute of William III. against the Papists, repeal of 
it, iiL 385-95. 

Perfection not the cause of beauty, i. 231. 

^Persecution^ religious, an observation of Mr. Bayle on it, 
, ix. 365. General observations on it, 429. 

Persecutor^ a violent one, frequently an unbeliever in his own 
creed, ix. 95. 

Peshcush, what, xiii. 432. 

Peters f Hugh, remarks on his sermon, v. 132, 3. 

Petition of Right , recognises the inheritable nature of the 
English Crown, v. 76. 

Philosophical enquiries, how to be conducted, 84. Use of 
them, 87. 

Philosophy^ Lord Bolingbroke^s, animadversions on it, i. 6. 

Phi/sicK, the profession of it, in ancient times, annexed to the 
priesthood, x. 1 95. 

Physiognomy has a considerable share in the beauty of the 
human species, i. 243. 

Pilgrimagesy early advantages of them, x. 272, 3. 

Pitt, Mr., remarks on his conduct, vii. 286. His admirable 
Declaration on the war with the French republick, viii. 
132-4. ix. 16-18. Eulogy of his speech on the war 
with France, viii. 275. 

Place Billy proposed remedy for Parliamentary disorders, 
ii. 321. 

Plagues, in Athens and in London, wickedness remarkably 
prevalent during their continuance, x. 88. 

Pleasure and Pain, observations on them, i. 1 23. Pleasure, 
pain, and indifference, three states of the mind, ibid. 
Pleasures which belong to society, 134. 

Poetry more powerful than painting in moving the passions, 
1. 163. boes not depend for its effect on the raising 
of sensible images, 302. This exemplified, 308. Affects 
rather by sympathy than imitation, 315. Descriptive 
poetry operates chiefly by substitution, 316. 

Poland, character of the revolution there, vi. 243. Con- 
trasted with the revolution in France, 246. vii. 98» 29. 

G G 3 ^ Policy, 
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Policy, a refilled one, the parent of eonAuiotii ili. 31* In* 
separable i\rom justice, ir. 983. 

PoHticSd economy had its origin in England, viii. s^. 

-PolUioal connexion, held honourable in the ancient coramon- 
wealths, iL 333-4. Bemarks on it, 335-41* An inju- 
dicious or misdtterous system not necessarily of short 
duration, ^ii. 55. 

PoUHdan^ duty of a true oae, v. 431, 3, 4. 

Politicks ought to be adjusted to human nature, ii. 170. 
Different in different ages, 995. Unsuitable to the 
pulpit, V. 43. 

PolybiuSf anecdote concerning him, vi. 350. 

Poor^ the labouring, their poverty owing to their numbers, 
vii. 376. Proper compassion for them, what, 377. viiL 



367, 8. 
le, Uie, 



Pojpe, the, his disputes with Henry I. x, 439.^ Treatment 
of him by the French Revolutionists, viii. 309. His 
motives &r giving Henry H. a commission to conquer 
Ireland, x. 474. 
Popular election, remarks on, x. 73, 
Popular opinion, an equivocal test of merit, viii. i6« 
Population^ rapid increase of it in America, iii* 35. State of 
it, a certain standard by which to estimate the effects ef 
a government on any country, v. 935. Review of the 
state of it in France, ibid. Effects of peace and war on 
it compared, viii, 375. 
Porunda^ treaty of, broken bv Mr. Hastings, xvi. 400 . 
Potoerf M sublimity a modification of it, i. 168, 169. Ori- 
ginates wholly from God, xiii. 166. IncompatSile with 
credit, ii. 1 33. The civil power, when it calls in the aid 
of the military, perishes by the aid it reoeivea, il 278. 
Abitrary power steals upon a people* bv being rarely 
exercised, iii. 151. Persons poss^jsed ot power ouffht 
to have a strong sense of religion, v. 173-188. Difficulty 
and importance of managing it w^, $85, 7. Not easilv 
abandoned, vi. 13. Dissension in the coittmonwealth 
mostly concerning the hands in whid^ it is to be placed, 
fi09. Necessity of teaching men to restrain the immode- 
rate desire and exercise of it, ibid. Active power never 
placed by wise legislators in the hands of the multitude, 
tbid. Danger of a resumption of it by the people, 909. 
Not always connected with property, vii. 51, The 
possession of it discovers a man's true character, viii. 
^38. Men will make the greatest sacrifices to obtain it, 
X. 86. The supreme power in every constitution must 
be absoHite, xiii. 179. Ends to which a superintending 
eontroUing power ought to be directed, xv. 340. 

Prejudice^ 
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PrerQg^tive^ remarks on ^e.exerc^e of it, iii. 180^ %, 

PresbyterianUmj remarks op i^ yii. 177, S« 

Prtscription, part of the law of nature> v. iy& The mest 

recognised tide in jurisprudence, ix. 451. x. 96. 
Prke^ Doctor, observations on his serfnon, ¥• 40. 50. 11^* 

115. 13U . - 

Price of commodities, how raised, vii. 386. Danger of 

attempting to raise it by aiHhority, 387. 
Primo^tniturey right of, impolicy of taking it away, ix. 328, 
Prinapdl of a debt cimnot distress a naiic/s, ii, 84« 
Princtpalitiesy the, Mr. Burke's pr(q>08al to unite Ihekn to the 

crown, iii. 269. 
PrivationSf all general ones, great, i. 177. 
Pr(^y an honest and fiiir one, Ae b^ security againit 

avarice and rapacity, iii. 316. 
Property Ought gready to predominate ovar ability in the 

representation, v. 107. Importance of the power of 

perpetuating it, loS. Not inseparably connected with 

power, vn. 51. 
ProjEM>r/io;i, what, i. 205. Kol the* cause of beauty in vege- 
tables, 207. lHof in animals, a 10. Nor in the humfui 

species, ^ifi. MThenc^ the notion of it arose, fliS. 
Prosperity discovers the real character ef a man, vi. a9. 

A constant prejudice in favopr of ;t, yii. .144.. 
PraUstant Astoaatiouy animadversions on it, iii. 38s. 415. 
Protestant Ascendancy, observations on it, ix. 426. 
Protestant, in what sense it was declared that the state should 

be so at the Revolution, vi. 316. 
Protestantism, at no period established, undefined, in England^ 

vi. 316-ig. 
Protestants, errors of the early ones, iii. 384. Misconduct 

of those in tl^e south of France at the French Revolution, 

vii. 176, 7, 
Provisions, tr^e of, danger of tampermg with it, vii. 375. 
Prudence, the first in rank of the politiod and moral virtues, 

vi.98. Its decisions differ from those of judicature, 309. 

Its rules and definitions seldom exact, never universal, 

viii. 87. 
Psalms, abound ip instances of the union of a sacred awe 

with our ideas of the Deity, i. 175. 
Publick afiairs, state of them previous to the formation of the 

Kockin^h^m adtpinistration, ii. 148, Publick men not 

all equally corrupt, iii. 198. Publick seryice, means of 

rewarding it necei^ary in eyery s^at^, 31 0-1 6. 

G G4 Pahishmcntf 
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Punishment^ coneiderationi necessary to be observed in in^ 

flictiDe it, vii. 195. ix. 268. Inflicted by the Saxons^ 

remarks on the nature of it, x. 359, 6o. 
Purveyance and receipt in kind^ what, iii. 279, 80. Takeik 

away by Charles II. s8o. And afterwards revived, ibid. 
Pt/thagoras, his discipline contrasted with that of Socrates, 

X. 190. Silence why enjoined by him, ibid. 



Raleishj Sir Waiter^ addressed in harsh language on his trial, 
by Lord Coke, xv. 24, 5. ^ 

Ransontf by auction (in American taxation) method of it 
impracticable, iii. 114* 

Raifnumdf Count of Tholouse, encages in the Crusade, x. 424* 

Reason^ sound, no real virtue without it, vi. 30. Never incon- 
venient but when it comes to be iqpplied, ix. 356. 

Reasaners^ men often the worst reasoners for having been 
ministers, ii. 94. 

Reform, in government should be early and temperate, iii. 
247, 8. And slow, v. 305, 6. 

Reformation^ different from change, viii. 19. Observations 
on it, ix. 319, 20. V. 304, 5, 6. vi. 136. x. 72. 

Reformation f The, observations on it, iii. 383. Effects of it, 
vii. 14. 

Reformations^ in England, have all proceeded upon the prin- 
ciple of reference to antiauity, v. 75. 

Reformers^ English, conduct 01 them, v. 272, 3. 

Regicide, by establishment, what, viii. 169, 70. 

Rdigion, the Christian, overcame all opposition, x. 25. The 
magistrate has a right to direct tne exterior ceremonies 
of It, 31. Writers against it, never set up any of their 
own, i. 8. Effects of it on the colonists of America, 
iii. 52. The basis of civil society, and the source of all 
good, and of all comfort, v. 173. Respected in England, 

176. A strong sense of it necessary to those in power, 

177. 188. Mischievous consequences of changmg it, 
except under strong conviction, vii. 1 79. 

Religious opinions, not the only cause of enthusiasm, viii. 237. 

Repetition of the same story, effects of it, vii. 25. 

Representation, of America in the British Parliament, impos- 
sible, ii. 139. Ought to represent the ability as well as 
the property of a state, v. 107. Comparison betweeti 
the representation of England, and that of France in the 
National Assembly, 336. Virtual representation, what, 
vi. 360. Natural, what, viii. 141. 

Representation, 
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Representation to his Majesty dh the speedi from the Throne, 

iv. 139- 
Representative, his duty to his constituents^ iii. l8-2d. 249. 

344-9' 

Republican Government^ remarks on, vi. 133, 4. 

Reputationy publlck, how to be preserved, xiii. 17. 

Resemblance, pleasing to the imagination, i. 105. 

Responsibility t nature of it, v. 361. yiii. 420. 

Revenge^ observations on it, xv. 30* 

Revenue^ great importance of it to a state, v. 403, 4. De« 
mancu great ability for its management, ibid. 

Revolution^ the, of 1608, diminished influence of the Crown 
at that time how compensated, ii. 230. Brief remarks 
on it, V. 18-21. vi. 96. Principles of it in the Declara* 
tion ofRiskty 50. Grounds of it, vi. 148. 

Revolution in Trance, general observations on it, v. 9-18. 
Characterized as a revolution of doctrine and theoretic 
dogmay Vii. 13- 

Revolution Society, correspond with the National Assembly 
of France, v. 32. Its origin and character, ibid. 

Reynolds^ Sir Joshua^ an excellent observation of his on taste, 
vi. 265. 

Rich J need the consolations of religion, v. 193. Their duties 
stated, vii. 376. 

Richard I. brief account of his reign, x. 489. Parallel be- 
tween him and Charles XtL of Sweden, 502. 

Richelieu, Cardinal, hated by Louis XIIL v. 358. 

Rights, presumed, their effects -^f great weight in deciding 
on their validity, vi. 228. 

" Rights of Men," theory of, animadversions on it, v. 120-7^ 
The rights of men often sophistically confounded with 
their power, 127. 

Robespierre, his character, ix. 66. 

Rochford, Lord, his conduct with regard to Corsica, ii. 273. 

Rockingham, Marquis of, formation of his administration, ii. 
146. State of publick afiairs at the time, 1 48. Character 
and conduct of it, 157. Ideas of it with regard to Ame- 
rica, 177. His lordship's conduct in American affiurs, 

399- 
Roland, character of him, vii. 301. 

Roman Catholicks, Mr. Burke*s defence of his Parliamentary 

conduct with regard to them, iii. 381. Letter on the 

penal laws against them, vi. 271. Mode of education 

necessary for their clergy, 284. Condition of the clergy 

before the restraints on marriage, 285. Mischievous 

effects of placing the appointment of .the Irish. Roman 

catholick 
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cathpUck chrgs in tbf iMwdi of tl^ l.OTd I^wtci^Dtt 
389-1193. 

Jt^mau politicks, md^r the Smper^iv 4iffi»reat frooi Mww^ 
which actuated the Republicki x. 219. Procurators 
under th^ Emperors^ vhy invented m\k gr^t^ pow«r« 
than the teg^tes, 9US» 6« Military w|^f» origio^ of^ur^ 
and extent of tbeiDi 9a9» 30* Nature of thp r^v^u^ 
330- 

Romansy methods by whigh tb#y held tboir dominion pv^ 
conquered nations, )c. $293-99. 

Rome, ancient, examples from its history to nhow tbo danger 
of aa attempt to feed the people out of the ba^ds pf thf 
magistrates,, vii* 403* Destroyed by the disorders of 
cQ.i^timial elections, x« 83- And by it« heavy tax^ sd^* 
Bounds of Uie Empire first contracted by Adrians 233. 
Tbe tJiird great change after the disfolutipo of th^ 
Commonwealth, what, Q40. . 

Rota, in the French Republick, remarks pn itt vii. 58. 

Romndf graod efect of it, J. 183* AccPMPted for, Jbid* 

Rousseaiif Mv, Hume's account from himself pf the (e<^et of 
hjfi. nrinpiples of composition, y » 3089 9. The loaders in 
the National Assembly endeavour to imitate him, vi. 30. 
Vanity his prevailing passion, 39^ Brief charact^ qf 
him, 3ay 3. Totally destitute of taste, 37, His repre- 
hensible ideas on the piissions is the Nowodle J^ki^i Vh 
8. Character of his style, 39, 4P^ 

Russell, Barpoy the first* bit. charaPter, viii, s8» 

Rm^ the Empoicoi of, his cbaxapter, viii. d^di ^4^ 

Russian treaty of commerce, ii. 185. 



S^cheverdf Doctor, impeachment of him carried on by the 
Whi|^ far |be pmrpose of stating tlie principles of the 
Revolution, vi. 145. Extracts from his trial, 149. 
SalarieSf observations op a tax upon them, iii. S50*p« 
SaUadinfi, Sqltan of Egypt, Pajentine ri^du^d hy l^im^x. 491. 

Defeated by Richard I. 493. 
SaUust, remarks on his findy cpi^trpted ^l^aract^er^ of Ccaar 

and Cato, i. 233, 
,SaUf monopolized by the Fr^mcb gpyemme^^ ii. 87* 
Sa9U<rr^, b^ brutal cppduct to lK>ui8 XVI. ix* 1 13^ 
Sar^ufe9^, ihw cb^aoter mi oparatjopfb x, 370. 
S^viki Sir George, bis pharact^r, iii. 39^. His a^ fpr the 

rpp^ of fr p^ ai^at^e pf Williaw JH. 38a^4P*- 

Saxons, 
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JSasanSf a brief account of tbeir laws and iii«dtutioD«» Xt 39^ 

68. Wholly altered in England since the Conquest^ 553. 

Sources of them, 564. The question whether the crown 

was elective or hereditary^ discussed, 334* 
Scarcity^ thoughts and details on it, vii. 375. Policy of 

Government in times of, 403, 4« 
Scotland, beneficial effects of its union with England, iiL 216* 

Remarks on the Church of Scotland, vi. 318. 
Scripture, in4efinite nature of subscription to it, x. 18^ 
ScuihianSf what part of Europe inhabited by them, x. 166. 
Selden^ his observations on imtnessts, xiv* 416. 
Self-preservation, the strongest of all the passions, i. 139* The 

sublime, an idea belonging to it, soit 
Senses^ general remarks on them, i. 99. Ought to be put 

under the tuition of the jud^ent, iv. soo. 
Serpent, why an object of veneraUon, x. 197. 
Shake$pear, his description of the king's army in Henry IV. 

an example of the sublime, i* i8o« 
SheUmme, Lord, animadversions on a passage in his speech, 

ii. 140-6^ 
Silence, why enjoined by Pythagoras and the Druids, x. 190. 
Sirach, son o£, fine example df the sublime firom his Book of 

Wisdom, i. 189. 
Slaves, not so beneficial to their masters as freemen, vii. 393, 
Smells, remarks on, i. 198-253. 

Smitkf Sir Sydnev, observations on his conduct^ viil 987, 
Smoothness, why oeautiful ? i. 287. 
Social nature impels a man to propagate his principles^ viii. 

237- 
Society^ natural* what, i. 19. Notion of, how first taughty 

ibid. Political society, what, t^u/. vi. 205. Its continuance 

under a permanent covenant, v. 183, 4. Society and soli* 

tude compared, 139. Great object of it, what, ix. 366. 
Bocrahs, his diseiphne contrasted with that of Pythagoras, 

X. 190. 
SoHtude, somethine may be done in it for the benefit ef 

society, vii. 367. 
SomerSy Lord, the Declaration of Right framed by htm, v. 53. 
Sophia^ the Princess, why named inthe Act of Settlement as 

the root of inheritance to the kings of England, t. 63. 
Sophia, Si. chuFch of, anecdote of the Greeks assembled there 

when Mahomet II. eatered Constanttneple, ix. 107.' 
Sound, a source of the sublime, i. 1 94. Grand efect of a single 

«B0 repeated 1^ short intervus, 195. Intermitting one 

productii^ of the -subli^ie, 1 96. The beaiittful in sounds, 

349. 

Spain, 
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Spain^ how likely to be affected by the Revolution in Ermnce, 
vii. 38. Not a substantive power, 94. 

ISpeech, by Mr. Burke on the American taxation, ii. 350. On 
his arrival at Bristol, iii. 5. To the electors of Bristol on 
being elected, 11. On moving the resolutions for a con- 
ciUation with the colonies, 35. On economical reform» 
331. At the Guildhall in Bristol, upon certain points 
relative to his parliamentary conduct, 355. In Parlia- 
ment on Mr. Fox's East Indua Bill, iv. 3. On the Nabob 
of Arcot's debts, 195 On the Armv Estimates, v. 3. 
At Bristol, 1780, on declining the poll, iii. 431. On the 
Acts of Uniformity, x. 3. On the BiJl for the relief of 
Protestant Dissenters, 22. On the Petition of the Uni- 
tarians, 41. On the Middlesefx election, 63. On a Bill 
for shortening the duration of Parliaments, 72. On the 
Reform of the Representation in the House of Commons, 
9^. On the powers of Juries in prosecutions for Libels, 
1 09. Speeches in Westminster Hall at the trial of Warren 
Hastings, esq. xiii. 2. xiv. 278. Speeches in Westminster 
Hall, in reply to the defence of Warren Hastings, esq. 
viii. 1 to 586. 

Spdmauy difficulties overcome by him in the study of the law, 
X. 553. 

Spirituous liquors, beneficial effects of them, vii. 412. 

;^9cm, Mr. his curious story of Campanella, i. 261. 

Springy the, why the pleasantest of the seasons, i. 1 86. 

Stability, one of the lequisites of a good peace, ii. 39. 

Stafford, Lord, extract from his trial, xiv. 317. Remarks on 
the prosecution, 421. 

Stamp Ad, American, origin and progress of it, ii. 153. Re- 
pealed, 3. 158. Motives for the repeal, 161. 170. Good 
effects of the repeal, 174. 417. 

Stanhope^ General, extract from his speech at the trial of 
Doctor Sacheverel, vi. 156. 

Starry Heaven, why productive of the idea of grandeur, 
i. 187. • 

State, the, meaning of the term, vi. 306. Important consi- 
derationjs respecting the question of vesting it in some 
one description of citizens, 309. 

States, varieties in their progress to perfection and decay, viii. 
79. Not necessarily subject to the laws which determine 
the duration of individuals, vii. 366. viii. 78. Those 
which bound their efforts only with their beins must give 
law to those which will not push their opposition beyond 
their convenience, 90. 

Statesmen 
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SUdesmen should chiefly study the temper of the people, ii. 

2i8, 19. Character of an able one, v. 285. vii. 416, 17. 

Differ from professors in the universities, x. 41. 
Stonehenge^ grand, why, i. 187. Observations on it, x. 191. 
Stones^ rude ones, why objects of veneration, x. 197. 
Strqffhrd, Earl of, a protestation of the House of Commons 

on his tiial, xiv. S94, 5. Remarks on the prosecution, 

432> 3. 

Sublime and Beautiful, an enquiry into the origin of our ideas 
of them, 1 1 21 . Sfand on very different foundations, 237. 
Comparison between them, 253. On the efficient cause 
of them, 255. How produced, 262. 

Sublime^ the strongest emotion of the mind, i. 133. Its cause, 
ibid. Its nature, 150. In all things abhors mediocrity, 
192. An idea belonging to self-preservation, 201. . Why 
produced by visual objects of great dimensions, 266. 

Succession^ effects of it in visual objects explained, i. 273. The 
principle of hereditary succession recognised at the Re- 
volution, V, 51-3. 

Suddenness, a source of the sublime, i. 195. Accounted for, 
ibid. 

Suffering, all must be prepared for it who aspire to act greatly, 
viii. 99. 

SuUt/, M. def an observation of his on revolutions in a state, 
ii. 224. 

Superstition, nature of it, v. 288. 

Surplus, produce, nature, and application of it, v. 290*4 . 

Sweetness, its nature, i. 288. Relaxing, 291. 

Sympathy, observations on it, i. 140-8* viii* 284. 



Taille, the, nature of it, ii. 85. 88. 

Tauistry, what, x. 333. 

Tailien, the regicide, his brutal conduct, ix* 115. 

Tamerlane, his conquests in Hindostan, xiii. 77. Remarks 
on his Institutes, 181. xv. 76. 

Taste, discourse concerning it, i. 95. Definition of it, 98. 
Want of it, whence, 115. A wrong or bad one, what, 
116. A good one, ibid. Effect of the judgment upoii 
it, 117. Taste and elegance of no mean importance in 
the, regulation of life, vi. 36. 

Tax upon salaries, remarks upon it, iii. 250-3 • ' 

Taxes, mode of levying them in commercial colonies, an 
important and difficult consideration, ii. 114. Nature of 
several in America, 116. Remarks on taxes on different 

establishments, 
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€«Ublialntieftt8, 139*4. The greol cMtMts ftr freedom 

in En^odi chieflj upon die ^ueitkm of taxing, iii. 50. 

Remarks on Englon taxes, viii. 355* 
Terror, o&en the source of delight, i, 143* A caiae of die 

sublime, 158% Produces on unnatural tensioa of the 

nerves, 959. How the cause of deUght, 116^ 
Tmt Acty ofasenration on it, vi. 395. 
Thanes, origin and character of them, x. 337. 
Theatrioat entertainments, remarks on them, v« 158. yfvL 

39a, 3. Made an affiiir of state by the fVendi r^oides, 

ix. 117. 
TheodoruSf Archbishop of Canterbury, character of him, x. 

t75- 
«< Thrw 8edi,'* die history of the affiihrso called, xiii. 103, 4. 
Time blends die conquered with conquerors, vi. 335. 
Tokration in Enffland, what, v. 374. Ought to be tender and 

large, vi. 310. Not opposed to Christiamty, x. 24. Not 

afforded by the heathens, 39* 
Totdon, fleet of, injudicious measures of the English govem- 

tnent with regard to it, viL 168. 
Totvnshendy Charles, his character, ii. 4211. 
Trade, sometimes seems to perish when it only assumes a dif« 

ferent form, ii. 63. Quickly and deeply affected by taxes, 

161. State of it how to be judged of, viii. 40s. 
Trade, Board of, origin and operadons of it, iii. 322^33, 
Tragedy, observadons on the effect of it, i. 144. GeMral re«» 

marks on it, x. 153. Great personages always the objects 

of it, XV. 197. 
Transmigration of souls, origin of the doctrine, x. 191. 
Treasurer's Staff, Lord Coke's remarks on the use of it, iii. 

340. 
Trent, Council of, effect of its regulations respecting semi- 
naries, vi. 285. 
Triangle, the form of it, the poorest in eflfect of all visible 

figures, L 185. 
Ttienmd ParUameDts, disadvaatages of them, x. Si-Sg* 
Trinoda necessitas, in Saxon law, what, x. 367, 8« 
Tnrkey, power sought there with avidi^, nocwithstaadiog the 

known danger of ks tenure, x. 86. 
Tyranny f aucmeBted bv contumely, iv. 67. The desbe of it 

oAen hincs in the cl^Sm of an extravagaat liberty, vi. 141. 

Never learns moderadon from ^msitcoeisfal ^pression, 

xiii. 319, 30. 
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Ugliness^ opposite to beauty, but not to proportion and fitness, 

tior to sablimity, i. 945. 
Uniformity of parts and succession necessary to our idea of 

artificia] Infinite, i. 182. 
Universal, nothing univenal Cftn be rationally affirmed on any 

moral or political subject, vi. 97. 
Vse to be attended to In Mrorks of art, i. 188. Use ami babic 

not the cause of pleasure, i. 2^2. 

V. 

Vanity i nature and tendency of h, vi. 3a. 

Variation, beautiful, why, 1. 293. 

VoHnesSf a cause of the sublime, i. 179. Unity why necessary^ 
to it, i. 268. 

Vnttdy extracts from his Law df Nations respecting alliances, 
cases of interference with independent powers, he, vii. 
201-S15. XV. 109. 

Votice, republick of, its regulations with respect to offices of 
state, vi. 307. How origibated, x. 375. Acquires the 
island of Cyprus, 492. The only state in Europe which 
derived an^ advantage from the crusades, ihid. 

Verbal description, a means of raising a stronger emoiion than 
painting, i. 162. 

Vice, a transition to it from virtue seldom suddenly mad^, iL 1 98* 
In common society receives palliating names, xv« 28. 

Vices, obscure and vulgar ones often blended with great 
talents, vi. 32. 

Vicinity, civil, law ofi what, vHi. 185-7. 

Virgil, his description of Fame obscure and magnificent, i. 167. 
The combination of images of a tremendous dignity in his 
description of the mourn of hell, 17s* A passage from 
hitii ulustrative of the sublime effect of the cries of 
animals, 197. And of smells, 199^ Examples of fine 
painting, 313. viii. 21. 

Virtue, progress c^sl transition from it to Vice in publick meiH 
described, ii. 198-202. Will spread as well aa Vice bv 
contact, iii. 201. Enumeration of those virtues whicn 
cause admiration, i. 232. Enttmeration of the softer 
virtues, ibid. How far 1^ idea of beimty may be implied 
to it, 234. 

Vieual objects, of great dimenaions, why sublime, i. 267. Ef- 
fect of succession in them explained, 273. 

Vtiters, ki England, more in the spirit dF the cobsttlution tq 
lessen than to enlarge their nimiber, ti. 135. 
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Wages^ the rate of them has no direct relation to the price of 
provisions, vii. 379. 

Walesy injudiciously and mischievously governed by England 
for 200 years, iii. 84-7. Alterauon of the sybtem in the 
reign of Henry VIII. 86. 

WaUsy Frederick, prince of, project of government devised in 
his court, ii. 232-5. Considered, 236, 7. Nature and 
design of it, 241. Name of it, 256. 

fValpole, Mr. (afterwards Sir Robert), extract from his speech 
on the trial of Doctor Sacheverel, vi. 158. Forced into 
the war with Spain by the people of England, vii. 145; 
Remarks on his character, 146, 7. 

Jf^aVf the original cause of it often very far from being the 
principal purpose, ii. 43. Economy not easily reconciled 
with it, 59. Labourers and manufacturers not capable of 
understanding the grounds of it, vii. 262. War of England 
with the French Republick,awar with an armed doctrine, 
viii. 98. Can never be carried on long against the will of 
the people, 139. General observations on it, 163. The 
power of making it, why put under the discretion of the 
crown, 202, 3. Principle of the law of nature with regard 
to it, ix. 385. 

Warvoick, Earl of, extract ft'om his trial, and observations on 
it, xiv. 318. 

Water, why venerated by the Druids, x. 195. 

Weakness, human, seldom pitied by those who applaud pros- 
perous folly or successful guilt, vL 227. 

Wealth, internal, consists in useful commodities as much as in 
gold and silver, ii. 74. A certain standard by which to 
estimate the character of a government, v. 238. Can 
never rank first in England, vii. 23, 4* Ought always to be 
subservient to virtue and publick honour, viii. 88. Re- 
made of a foreigner on the display of it in the shops in 
London, 465. 

Whigs, the ^eat connexion of them in the reign of Queen 
Anne, it. 333, 4. The impeachment of Doctor Sacheverel 
carried on by them for the purpose of stating the true 
principles of the Revolution, vi. 145. A statement of the 
principles of the new Whigs, 147. Another statement 
from their writings, 187-200. Their opinion with respect 
to the power of me people over the Commonwealth, aoo. 
■ Aj^aljrom the New to the Old, vi. 73. 

Wilkes, Mr. his contest with the court party, ii. 294. Pretence 
for punifhiDg him, 299. 

Will 
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Will and Duty contradlctonr temifl, vi. 204, 5. Our duty not 
dependent on it, 205, 6. 

WiUiam of Normandy, extraordinary facility of his conquest 
of England accounted for, x. 322. Reasons ossi^ed for 
his numerous followers, 377. Brief account of his reign, 
379 Amount of his revenue, 392-401. His character, 
411; 12. 

WiUiam Ill.his elevation to the throne an act not oi choice but 
of necessity^ v. 52, 3. His judicious appointment of able 
men to the episcopal bench, vi. 17. The spirited address of 
the Commons to nlm respecting the war against France, 
viii. 155. Origin of tliat war, 150. Singular address with 
which he conducted it, 157. Address of the House of 
Lords respecting it, 159. 

Wintaufiy hori, extracts from his trial, xiv. 305. 

Wisdom of the Son of Sirach, example of the sublime from it, 
i. 189. 

Wishes f vehement, the discovery of them generally frustrates 
their accomplishment, viii. '101. 

Wit and Judgment, difference between them, i. 106. 

Words, the best means of communicating the affections of the 
mind, i. 162. Affect us in a manner very different from 
natural objects, painting, or architecture, 302. Three 
sorts of them, iotd. General words before ideds, 30.5. 
Effect of them, 306. Aggregate w4H*ds do not necessarily 
operate by presenting iiniiges to the mind,; 307. Exem* 
plified in the case of Blackh>ck, 309, and of Saund^rsoni 
310. Words the only means by which many ideas have 
been presented to the mind, 317* Much mischief arises 
from them ix. 433, 4. The world nuich influenced by 
them,:xv. 21. 

Writersy when they act in a body, have much influence x>n the 
publick mind, v. 210* 



THE END. 
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